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CONFIDENTIAL. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RESPECTING 


THE AFFAIRS OF SYRIA. 


PART I. 


No, 1. 


‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


; Foreign Office, February 1, 1843. 

1 HAVE received from Colonel Rose a copy of his despatch to your 
Excellency No. 84, of the Bist of December, in which among other matters 
alludes to an arrangement which seems to have been suddenly determined upon 
by the Turkish Government for separating the district of Djebail and its depen- 
dencies from the Government of the Lebanon. 

T have to instruct your Excellency to state to the Porte, that Her Majesty's 
Government have learot with much regret that at a moment when the Represen~ 
tatives of the Allied Powers had just succeeded in obtaining from the Porte for a 
portion of its Syrian subjects, the exeoution of engagements which policy no less 
than justice required that the Turkish Government should fulfil, » measure for 
the dismemberment of an important district from the Government of the Lebanon 
should have been wantonly adopted, which must necessarily tend to excite great 
discontent on the part of the Christians in Lebanon, while at the same time it is 
calculated to cast a doubt on the sincerity of the Porte in its recent negotiations 
with the Allied Powers 

‘This scheme was attempted by Nejib Pasha, and by him even abandoned 

“monstrance of the British Consuls, ‘The Porte has now reverted to it, 
and it is in the hope that your Excellency's remonstrance may be attended with 
the like good result that T have to instruct you to urge upon the Porte the injus 
tice of separating so large a portion of its Christian subjects from that jurisd 
tion to which they have for years been accustomed. If the Porte is sincerely 
desirous that tranquillity should prevail in Syria, it will hasten to remove one 
certain element of strife; if it feels the interference of foreign Powers in the 
internal afairs of Syria, as an evil from which it would gladly be relieved 
it will cease to pursue a course which must inevitably lead to fresh interference, 

Your Excellency may plainly state to the Porte, that Great Britain cannot 
be satisfied with mere delusive promises as regards the Christian population of 
Syria; that she will require not only the promise be governed as 
they have been of old, by rulers, of their own, but that such promise shall be fairly 
executed, and that the rulers appointed by the Porte from the Christians and 
from the Drases shall be persans calculated to govern the Lebanon districts 
with impartiality, and that they shall be supported in their office by the influence 
and power of the Sultan's chief authority in the country. 

fam, &., 


(Signed) ABERDEE 








No. 2. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Karl of Aberdeen.—(Received February 23.) 


(No. 27.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, February 1, 1842 

OUR late advices from Beyrout are by no means satisfactory, and there is 
too much reason to apprebend fresh troubles in Mount Lebanon, if the Turkish 
authorities continue to.act with so little wisdom and good faith. ‘The occurrences 
upon which this apprehension is founded, have doubtless been stated to your 
Lordship by the Consuls in Syria, and they are the more to be regretted as the 
transmission of the Porte’s concession was followed, if not accompanied, by the 
submission of all the Druses and the complete restoration of tranquillity. - The 
principal and most vexatious circumstance is the dismemberment of the Moun- 
tuin, effected as it would seem by the express order of the Porte, and without 
any previous notice to me and my colleagues. 

‘The detached portion of the Mountain which is placed under the imum 
diate authority of a ‘Turkish Pusha, contains a population of more than 90,000 
souls, being all Maronites, with the exception of 2000 Greeks, 1600 Mutuali 
and a few scattered Mahometans. Some further notion of the interests and 

gs connected with the district may be derived from the accompanying 

nemorial addressed to me by the agent of the Maronite Patriarch. ‘The result 
of the arrangement is, that instead of Mount Lebanon being governed by an 
Emir for the Christians, and an Emir for the Druses, as promised by the 
Porte, the Mountain is now divided into three jurisdictions, and one very co 
derable and important section of it is administered by a Turk i 

‘The fact is acknowledged by Sarim Effendi, wad the only explanation T 
have heard of it is, that Djebail was farmed to the ex-Emir, and therefore revoe- 
able at pleasure. Tam assured on the other hand that farmed or not, it was 
administered like the other parts of Mount Lebanon by the chief of the Shehab 
family for more than three quarters of a century, and that it was so administered 
when the Emir El-Kassim was sont up to Constantinople last year, In proof of 
this I inclose herewith a letter from Colonel Rose and Mr. Moore to Selim 
Pasha of Suida, written two years ago, when & similar project of dismember 
‘ment. was entertained and subsequently dropped in silence. 

The Representatives of Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia, met at my 
house this morning, and after considering the reports of the several Consuls, we 
came to an unanimous opinion that the separation of Djebail from the rest of 
Mount Lebanon was wholly at variance with the concestion announced to us by 
Sarim Effendi on the 7th of December, and that we could not abstain from 

declaring this opinion to his Excellency, without a dereliction of our duty 

We talked over the question of limits, the apparent continuance of the 
Albanians in Syria, and several other points which appear from the reports 
of the Consuls to require mare attention than they have yet received from the 
Porte; and we agreed to make them the objects of a subsequent repre 
to Sarim Efendi, conceiving that the more important question of Djeb 
gain by being treated separately and first, Tn the instruction which pursuant t 

agreement 1 propose to draw up for communication to the Porte, I shall be 
careful to contine myself in principle to the execution of Sarim Effendi's 
engagement disclaiming the idea of introducing any fresh matter of 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


P.S.—For your Lordship’s more complete information, I inclose a copy of 
a despatch from the Prussian Consul at Beyrout to the Charge d' Affaires of bis 
Government here. Iam indebted to Count Pourta 


* for the possession of this 
able and very clear statement, 


sc 





Inclosure 1. in No. 2. 


Memorial of the Maronite Agent. 
APRES la scission en deux de antique principauté Chrétienne du Libs, 
aprds Vexclusion de ses anciens Princes dont le Gouvernement, quoiqu’on 67 ct 
pu dire, avait pourtant assuré aux. hahitans de ce pays cles siécles de. prospect’ 
Inconnue dans le reste de la. Syrie, aprés une transaction quit avait imposé de st 
raves et péoibles sacrifices, avx Chrétions Libanais, ceux-ci< tout en reser 
Teurs droits, tichaient cependant par déférence aux Puissanees médiatrices de se 
résigner A un sort que des raisons de politique générale n’avaient [ras permis de 
rendre meilleur. Mais toutes les concessions qu’on, avait pu faire au préjud 
de cea infortunés Chrétiens, ne suffisaient pas encore i satisfaire le et isme 
Musulman, qui sous de trompeuses apparences ne vise rien moins quit faire 
son bon droit, avait pu si longtemps an miliew de wes montagnes Ini tenir tite « 
défendant avec succes ses libertés, sa religion, et son autonomic. En. effet un 
firman de la Sublime | orte vient tout d'un coup de détucher du Liban un de se* 
plas importantes provinces, celle de Djebail avec ses dépendances, pour Miacor 
porer au Gouvernement du Pacha de Uripoli. Ainsi tout co pays exclusive 
ment Chrétien qui s’étend aux plus hautes cimes du Liban,aveo la Vallée Sainte, 
bercean des Chrétiens Maronites, de ces Chretiens qui seule ont nisisté avec 
succés en Syrie, dés les premiers tems de I'Islamisme, au torrent de Vinvasion 
Musulmane; Canabine, la résidence vénérée de leur Patriarohe, les villages d'un, 
et de Beheirra, ombragés pee les cidres oft jamais les Tures n'avaient pa, par- 
Yenir, et doi en dernier liew encore les troupes Albanaises de Mustafi, Pacha 
valent &t viclorieusement repoussces jen un mot, tous los lieux les plus ehers et 
ies plus vénérés des Chrétiens Libanais devraicnt d'apris ce firman subir le 
gouvernement direct d'un Pact Si jamais cette nouvelle usurpation, ber ‘ 
exorbitante quessntielementcontaire& Parangemeat entine ‘covey demnigre- 

rent entre la Porte et les Représentans des Puissances 1 

Tiana, pouvat tre esote tore. par eles, leur intervention viendat 
& etre entiérement frustrée, et il ne resterait plus aux Chrétiens du bes 
qui choisie entre un effort désespéré pour défendre le berceau sucré de 
leur nation, se mettant en lutte ouverte avec I . torités de la Porte igen 
des circonstances les plus défavorables, ou bien émigrer de Jour chive patric 
qu’lls avaient sa détendre en de meilleurs temps. Ce pauvre pa = oy, 
pourrait toutefois supposer que Miatervention des Grandes Puissances Chri 
tienes en Syrie doit se terminer par le forcer i une si triste alt ee a 
puisse avoir pour seul résultat le tnomphe de 'islamisme dans aa le 
Penseat que si des considérations politiques n'ont pas permis d ces Pa waunces de 
soustraire les lieux. saints de la Palestine des mains des infidéles, il ne peut y en 
avoir d'admissibles pour permettre que les Tures se servent des conxdque 
lour intervention pour enlever tout ce qui était resté dans les tains des Chrotie 
Libanais avant cette intervention. Ces Chrvtiens aiment au contraire & esp 
qu’elles ne souffriront pas une odieuse usurpation faite au mnépris d'engagemens 
formels. 

Dans cet espoir humble Soussigué ose de nouveau élever la voix an noni 
de ses compatriotes infortunés auprés des illustres Reprisentans de In Chré- 
tienté, en. les suppliant d'intervenir auprés de la Sublime Parte atin que lordr= 
donné pour incorporation de la province ci-dessus mentionnée au Pachnlic de 
‘Tripol soit promptement révoqué, et de mettre sous x juridiction imuiéiste 
du chef des Chrétiens da Liban tous les Chrétiens qui sont répandus en divers 
sens de la Montagne. Vous lui pardonnerez s'il persiste encore que 1a Moo- 
tagne ne sera p A moins qu'on n'en confic le Gouvernement & un Prine 
de la famille Chebab. 

‘Sans ces mesures tous ces infortunés suecomberont infailliblement aux 
nouveaux malheurs dont ils sont menacés. 

e Soussigné, &c., i 
hay (Signé) D. NICOLAS MURAD. 

Pera, le 29 Janvier, 1843. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 2 
Colonel Rose and Mr. Consul Moore to the Seraskier Selim Pasha. 


Excellency, Beyrout, July 16, 1841. 

YOUR Excellency bas already been apprized by Captain Arbuthnot, at the 
Uesire of Colonel Rose, of the contents of a letter which Mr. Moore had received 
from his Excellency the Emir Beshir acquainting him that Youssouf Pasha of 
‘Tripoli had intimated to him that in virtue of a decision emanating from Nejib 
Pasha of Damascus, the district of Djebail was henceforward to be detached from 
the jurisdiction of the Emir, and placed under that of the Pasha of ‘Tripoli; and 
that the Emir Beshir had in consequence remoustrated in the strongest manner 
‘against that decision, and appealed to British authority against its being carried 
into execution, 

The pir Beshir adduces the following objections to the decision in 


First. Because the firman from His Highness the Sultan confirmed to 
hitn the sane jurisdiction and privileges as those enjoyed by his predecessors. 

Secondly. Because the district of Djebail has been under the government of 
the Emirs of Lebanon from a most ancient date; and 

Lastly. Because the servants of the British Government in Syria, at the 
period of the breaking out of the revolt, assured his Excellency that he should 
Possess the same authority and extent of dominions as the ex-Emir did, upon 
the faith of which assurance he embraced the cause of the Sultan, 

Not doubting that your Excellency will concur with us in our opinion as 
to the breach of faith and injustice of thus dispossessing the Emir Beshir of 
rights guaranteed to him by His Imperial Highness's firman and by the solemn 
pledge of Her Majesty's servants, which latter circumstance has induced us to 
dress your Excellency on the subject, we respectfully solicit ‘your Excellency 
to be pleased to take such steps as you may consider necessary for preventing 
the dismemberment of the Emir Beshi's dominions. 

We have, &e., 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE. 
N. MOORE. 


Tnolosure 3 in No. 2. 
Extract of a Report from the Prussian Consul-General in Syria. 


Beyrout, le 2 Janvier, 1843, 

APRES Ia réception des derniéres nouvelles de Constantinople je me rendis 
avec M. d'Adelhourg che Assaad Pacha, qui nous dit qu’il comptait sur notre 
coopération sincére ainsi que sur celle de nos eollégues. 

Mon collégue et moi nous adressimes les cing questions suivantes au 
Pacha, afin de pouvoir informer nos Gouvernemens respectifs de 'éat actuel 
de la Montagne. 

1%. Les deux Kainacams ont-ils été nommés et quels sont-ils? 
. Comment exerceront-ils leur autorité ; la nationalité et la religion for- 
meront-elles la ligne de démarcation, ou celleci serait-elle géographique ? 

3°, Quelle sera Ia ligne de démarcation entre les deux? Est-il en outre 
vrai qu’on veuille en distraire toute une moitié du Liban, le Blad, Djebail, pour 
le soumettre au Pacha de Tripoli ? 

4°. Laissera-t-on des troupes dans les portions de la Montagne qui doivent 
recevoir une administration indépendante. 

5°. Au cas oit des différends s'élevernient entre des chefs ou des membres 
dea deux nations, quelle sera In derniére instance? 

Assaad Pacha répondit amicalement,— 

Ad 1, Quill avait nommé Haidar de Solima chef des Maronites ; quant 





5 


aux Druses il avait commencé par rétunir tous les chefs de cette nation actuelle- 
ment prisonniers & Beyrout ; que sur leur observation que les trois familles prin- 
cipales, Dijnblat, Ahmed, et Abouneked, étaient trop jalouses Tune de autre 
pour réunir les suffrazes, il avait choisi parmi les deux candidats qui avaient 
"uni le plus de voix, I'Bmir Ahmed : que Haidar et Ahmed avaient fait déper 
re leur acceptation de certaines conditions que le Pacha nous ferait connaitre 
lus tard. 

Pew Ad. Que quant A tirer une ligne de démareation géographique, cela était 
impossible, vi que les populations "Chrétiennes étaient mélangées avec les 
Druses ; que cette ligne dépendait en conséquence de Ia nationalité. 

Ad 3. Que la fixation de cette ligne avait eu liew 4 Constantinople ; que 
Djebail avait a la vérité depois cinquante:trois ans fait partie du territoire gou- 
verné par le Prince de Ia Montagne, mais que Djebail avait été affermé A Emir 
Youssouf, pre du dernier Emir, par le Pacha de Tripoli: quien conséquenee ce 
territoire ne pourrait faire partic du domaine des chets Chrétiens 

Ad 4. Qu'un petit nombre des troupes Turques resterait dans Ia Montagne, 
que toutefois elles ne seraient employées que sur son {d’Assand] ordre expres, 
¢t seulement au cas ou un des Kaimacams demanderait leurs secours, 

Ad. 5. Que dans tous les différends lui (Assaad) formerait In dernidre 
instance. 

Assad Pacha ajouta encore quil attendait de nouvelles instructions pour 
les détails, et qu'il prévoyait beaucoup de difficultés, Il dit qu’entriautres, il 
avait appris positivement que les Grees étaient décidés \ ne pax’ ne soumettre 
un Prince Catholique, mais plutdt un Druse. 

Voici mes réflexions sur les cing réponses du Pacha. 


Ad 1. Le choix des individus a été parfaitement sage. Je n'en dirai pus 
autant de la maniére dont ce choix a été fait, surtout pour les Drusex, 

‘Ad 2. Assand Pacha a parfaitement raison de dire qu'il.n‘est pas possible de 
tracer une ligne de démarcation géographique & cause du mélange des. popula- 
tions. 

Ad 3. Cette partic de ta réponse du Pacha parnitrait indiquer que les 
Puissances ont enti¢rement abandonné ala Porte la fixation de la fromtidee, 

Enlever a "Emir Chrétien la moitié de son terrritoiro, ses provinces lew plus 
riches et les plus belliqucuses, apris que lox Chrétiens, par leur attitude paisible, 
s’Gaient rendus dignes de la protection que leur ont accordé les uissances, 
crest rendre tout-a-fuit illusoires es dernidres mesures anréiées & Constan- 
tinople. 

Mie ua routs lpslemeoi. samme, oestionsaslalencnd At, ad. 5, ai-ce 
n’est que ce que le Pacha a dit par rapport aux Grecs est parfaitement juste 
mais leur nombre est res restraint pour pouvoir entrer en ligne de compte 

Cependant la Porte ayant déclaré par la note de Surim kffendi, qu'elle ne 
regarde les. mesures qui lut ont été recommandées par lex Cing Puissaices, quc 
comme un essai, ilest facile aujourd'hui de s'expliquer sa politique, Le moyen le 
plus sir pour cela, crest de créer de nouvelles difficultés et d'ouvrir in voie 
aux vues divergentes des partis de la Montagne, 

A peine rentré chez moiy je regus un message du Pacha qui invitait les 
Consuls des Cing Puissances une confirence. Le Consul Russe. indispoes 
depuis quelques jours, ne put point prendre part. Omer Pacha était charge de 
‘nous comminiquer les difficultés levées par les chefs Druses et Maronites, et 
de nous demander au nom d’Assaad Pacha, si nous ne préférions de suspenee 
nomination des deux Kaimacams jusqu’a la réception de nouvelles insertions 
Les deux, documens cijoints sont une triste preuve du déswccord qui revue 
centre les deux populations. 

‘Le piége que nous tendait Assaad Pacha était par trop apparent: son but 
Guat de représenter & son Gouvernement avec le concours iiee Coosule, que 
le plan que les. Cing Puissances avaient propose pour la. pnciication dela 
Syric, était impraticable, afin que la Porte pat avoir le dinit de conssdérer 
essai quien avait ét€ fait comme infructueux. Notre réponse uaniane au Pacha 
fat que nous ne saurions approuver que lexécution. de la volonte du Sultan, 
gui est anssi celle de nos Souverains, pat étre suspendue pur lee difficult 
dlevées par les deux Emirs; que la mesure en question ¢tait définitive, quoi 
quill y cut encore beaucoup de modification & introdaire pour pouvoir lex 
outers que Te Pacha devait en conséquence nommer les deux Prnees et. fze 





‘ensuite A la Porte les propositions qu’il jugera convenables; que si aprés le vingt- 
quatre heures de rlexion Haidar et Ahmed hésiteraient & sceepter fopliitement 
la dignité qui leur était conférée, le Pacha devait faire un nouveau choix parmi 
les principaux des deux nations; qu’immédiatement aprés cette nouvelle nomi- 
nation il pourrait publier une proclamation dans laquelle il déclarerait que la 
mesure qui lui était prescrite par son Gouvernement, était incompléte dans ses 
détails, mais que tout essai de s’opposer & sa mise & exécution serait considérée 
‘comine haute trahison. 

Je ne me permets point encore de jugement sur Vimpression qu'ont produit 
ici les derniéres nouvelles de Constantinople. Ce qu'il y a de positif, c'est que 
Vexclusion des Chéhabs mécontente les Chrétiens, et que le bruit qui s'est dga 
répandu dans le public que la Porte avait ‘intention d’enlever 4 la juridiction 
de I'Emir Maronite le district de Djebail, a produit une grande inquiétude. 


P.S.—Les Kaimacams ne sont pas nommés. 
No, 3. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 17.) 


(No. 22) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 20, 1843. 

I HAVE found it necessary to join with the Representatives of Austria, 
France, Prussia and Russia, in making a fresh representation to the Turkish 
Government on the subject of Mount Lebanon and its administration. In the 
performance of this duty I have been careful not to open any new question and 
to confine myself strictly to the execution of what was promised in Sarim 
Effendi’s letter of the 7th of December. 

‘The principal object of our exertions was to prevent a dismemberment of 
the Mountain, ax threatened by the apparent intention of placing the important 
district of Djebail under the immediate government of the Pusha of Trip) 

We had also to call the attention of the Porte to much that is deficient in 
the means employed by Assand Pasha for the establishment of the Sheiks whom 
he has appointed respectively to govern the two divisions of Mount Lebanon, 

‘We agreed to pursue the former and more prominent object by means of 
written instructions addressed to our several interpreters, and to reserve the 
remaining points for a verbal communicatior 

iclosed herowith are copies of the instructions which will be found to contain 
the substance of our information respecting Djebail, and the grounds of our appli. 
cation for its continued connection with the administration of the Mountain, as 
settled by Sarim Effendi’s letter. ‘The provisional answer given by that Minister 
is consigned to the reports of which copies are also transmitted herewith for the 
information of Her Majesty's Government. 

With respect to the other points, I have obtained from Sarim Effendi an 
assurance that the requisite pecuniary means as well as suitable instructions 
will be given to the Druse and Maronite Emirs; but his Excellency is still wait- 
ing for despatches from Assand Pasha, and till they arrive it would be useless to 
press for'a more definite and satisfactory answer. 

An official decision relative to Djebail is also deferred on the same plea, 
but Iam authorized by Sarim Effendi confidentially to state that the intention of 
the Porte is to place that district under the administration of the Maronite 
Emir as heretofore, with the sole difference between it and other parts of Mount 
Lebanon that the tribute collected from Djebail will be held in farm by the 
Emir, and bis annual payment on account of it be assigned tothe Pasha of 
Tripoli. 

P'Tho effect of this arrangement will be some addition of revenue to the 
Turkish authorities, and consequently some additional burthen, though I trust 
not an important one, to the Christian inhabitants. The justification of it rests 
on ancient practice, which however is not clearly established in all its particu. 
lars up to the latest period of the Emir Beshir’s government. Still Tam not 
disposed to attach any great importance to this part of the question. 
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On the whole there is reason to believe that whatever the Porte may have 
intended, the matter will eventually be settled agreeably to the just claims of the 
Christian Powers, and that we have rather to apprehend the local elements o 
disorder as causes of fresh disturbance, than any inclination of the Porte to place 
herself agin in. open opposition to the declared expectation of Europe. 

T have, &c., 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 
Sir Stratford Canning to M. F. Pisani. 


‘Monsieur, Péra, ce 4 Février, 1843. 


AU moment of je me livrais & la conviction que Ia résolution bienfaisante 
annoncée le 7 Décenbre par Barim Effendi aux Représentans des Cinq Puls 
sances, produisait dans toute I’étendue du Mont Liban I'effet salutaire que Sa 
Henteame «Gait proposée, let Consuls & Beyrout saandérent que it autorités 
Ottomanes nentendaient pas Vappiquer 4 Varondissement du djebail, et que 
cz pays au contraire devait étre placé sous Ia juridiction immédiate du Pacha de 
‘Tripoli. 

PT me népogne de eupposer que'la Porte voudrait eneourir Ia responsabilité 
de confirmer la disposition faite par ses fonctionnaires en Syrie, et de justifier 
ainsi l'inquiétude dangereuse qui commence de nouveau a y gagner les esprits. 

Lz pays du Djebail est composé de sept districts renfermés dans Penceinte 
de la Montagne. i était administré par les Emirs de In famille Shehab depuis 


bien des années. Il faisait partie de leur Gouvernement lors de V'installation de 
Vex-Emir Béchir Kassim, Tl en faisait également partie & I'époque ot cet Emir 
ceasait de le gouverner, c'est & dire, & celle of les Représentans des Cing Puis- 
sances réclamérent dg la restitution des anciens privildges du Mont Liban. 
Liensemble de ces citconstances ne laisse aucun doute sur Pimpression 
ficheute qui doit tre produte par une mesure si évidemment opporée aux vox 


et aux conscils des Cing Cours, et méme au sens qu’elles ont di attacher A la 
lettre de Sarim Effendi. 

‘Vaime & eroire, Monsieur, que les paroles de son Excellence dissiperont 
Vincertitude qui vient d°étre jetée st inopinément sur les véritables intentions de 
Ia Porte. Vous lui ferez In lecture de cette instruction un moment plutot. 
Vous étes autorisé & lui en livrer une copie. Vous recueillerez avee soin les 
explications que son Excellence vous donner, et que mes collégues non tnoins 
jque moi attendent de sa part. Nous nous renfermons dans le cercle déji tracé. 
Nous demandons 'exécution franche et compléte d'une promesse qui nous a été 
faite dans les formes officielles. Que le Mont Liban ne soit pas démembré, que 
s population entire soit placée sous Padministration d'un Druse et d'un Chré- 
tien, voila de quoi il s'agit, et je me veux pas douter que Vexplication de son 
Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres ne réponde it attente des Cours 
et que des ordres conformes & notre demande ne soient envoyés sans délai & 
Assaad Pacha, 

Je suis, &e., 
(Signé) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 


M, de Bouténeff to the Chief Dragoman, Prince Handjery. 


aux populations du Mont Liban une administration cs 

choisis dans leur sein et professant leur croyance, nomméient un chef Chrétien 

pour les Maronites et un chef Druse pour les Druses. it p 
En accueillant avec une juste satisfaction cette communication officielle, 
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J'avais & peine eu le tems de Ia porter & ta connaissance 
lorsque j'appris par les rapports da, Consul de Russie 

jue MM. mes collagues en furent informés par 
dissement de Djebaik composé de sept districts du 
lation de 30,000 4 40,000 Maro1 
Pacha et placé sous la juridiction imm. 

Un fait aussi grave et inattendu 

Liban et d'une partie aussi considéral pour Ia 
soumettre la juridiction d'un délégui ipoli, ne 
pouvait que me faire éprouver le sentian 
démembrement est tellement contradi 
Décembre et avec le 


comme ‘il proposé 
par Ia Porte, préalablement admis ‘ la con 
naissance de nos Augustes Cours. 

En conséquence et d'un commun accord avec MM. les Représentans d'Ane 
gleterre, de France, d'Autriche et de Prusse, je vous engage, mon Prine: A iins 
fpprécier & son Excellence le Ministre des Aires Etrangtres toute l'évidenes ot 
la gravité des observations qui précdent. 

‘Vous lui ferez connattre en méme tems qu’en se rapportant ainsi Ja teneur 
de la communication officielle du 7 Décembee, il est perrais 
crois au besoin autorisé & demander que la, Sublime Porte youll 
les ordres uécessaires  Assaad Pacha pour la révocation i 
peut relative au démembrement des susdits districts du Liban, ainsi que pour 
ia réintégration des populations Cheétiennes qui Mhabitent sous la juridicuon 
du chef Maronite, 

jaime & eepérer que son Excellence le Ministre des Afhires Etrangéres ne 
X felusera pas & accucillir une demande aussi bien fondée, et que de sot cate Ie 
Sublime Porte adopters tes mesures propres en assurer Paccomplissement 
sage ait autrement, il nous serait pénible A MM, ses collégues ct a. mot, 
ik nous trouver dans Ia ficheuse nécessité d'avoir & annoncer Atos Cours, ug 
le mode d’arrangement adopté par la Sublime Porte pour la question du, Mine 
Liban et qui venait & peine d’étre porté leur connaissanee, vient d’étre 
inopinément renversé au moment méme od il était question de le mettre» 
exécution, 

Vous voudrez bien Inisser & son Excellence copie de la présente et me faire 
‘ensuite connaitre par écrit sa réponse sur Vobjet de ma démarche, 

(Signé BOUTENEEF. 


Sere te 
Tnclosure 3 in No. 3. 
M. de Bourqueney to M. Cor. 


Monsieur, Péra, 4 Févvier, 1843. 

VOUS voudrez bien vous rendre chez son Excellence le Ministre des 
Affhires Etrangtres, pour tui faire la communication suivante. 

Il résulte des rapports unanimes adressés. de Beyroot par les Consuls 
de TR nerfs Missions, respectives Constantinople, qu’ute vaste portion 
du Liban aumit été détachée du territoire confé A Vadministration dete 
Fan Hecreculll. comprenant les districts de Fetah, Djchail, Akoura, Djetail, 
Batroun, Bécharé et Koun, presqu’ exclusivement habits parles Marouifes sceay 
soumis dla juridiction directe d'un offcier Musulman, 

Une parclle mesure est en contradiction si Gvdente avec le texte et I'esprit 
de la note que son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres m’a fait on, 
eur de m‘udresser sina qu’ mies collégues le 7 Décembre; 184, qu'il ealare 
tle la porter ls connaissance du Gouvernement de Sa Hautease pour.qu'l seme 
presse den arréter l'exécution, 

‘Vous rappeleres ison Excellence Sari Effendi avee quel empressement les 
jaing Repetscntans ont adhéréau nom de leurs Cours’ la résolution notice par 
‘note du 7 Décembre, Le Gouvernement du Rois dg ratiGié de sa hants 
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sanction Iadhésion de son Ministre & Constantinople, mas la rtifeation do mon 
Gow it reposait toute entiére sur Ia confiance o0 il était et oi je sv 
encore que les micsares annoneées par Ja Sublime Porte scoot sincitment, 
scrupuleusement exécutées. Tis weds 

Dans «a paternellesollcitade pour Ia prospérité de toutes les classes de 
sujets, Sa Hautesse a étendu & tous les habitans du Liban le bienfait es 
ministration indigtne. Le démembrement de la Montague annulerait ces nobles 
Ct génGreons intentions, et lex Repréventans dex Ciny Coury forts dy recan- 
halire une violation manifeate de Nexprit et du texte da document ofiel qui 
leur annonga les mesures adoptées par tn Sublime Porte conformément nw 
conseils des Paisances Allie, renovcersient doulouresenent i espe qu'il 
cairtomnlent devo A Justa termine lex tongset pibles dats muscls Is 
fires di Lin ont dono Tew dens tos 1 cours de année 1942, Les Mini 
tres de, Se Hautes ont cuxsmémes gppricié'& ex nue ealeur lo rable: 
izent do harmonic entre 1a: Subline Harte ¢t tex Coe Allits ai ler Uses 
Sealement conformes aux ntédis de x politique et de Vumanté.” It rentrera 
jamais dans leur pensée de ruiner de leurs propres mains une ceavre si heurew 
‘ment accomplie, 

Les considerations qui précident miautorisent i exprimer le voeu et a for- 
tmuler Ja demande que la Sublime Porte veuille bien adresser au ae 
Sayda les ondres nécessaires 2 la révocation de la: mesure quia sépard le Dj 
du territoire soumis a V'administration directe de Emir Haidwr, et consacrer 
ainsi dans toute Ia Montagne 'application du principe irrévoeublement acquis a 
tous ses habitans, de l'administration des dex populations Maronite et ruse 
par deux chefs de méme race et de méme religion. f 

Vous étes sutorisé a laisser In présente instruction dans lea mains de son 

Exceller des Affaires Etrangeres. 
Excellence le re Abert, 


(Signé) BOURQUENEY 


Inclosure 4 in No. 3. 


M. de Kilets! to Baron de Testo 
4 Féorior, 1843. 


VEUILLEZ bien, M. le Baron, vous rendre ch cellence M, le Minis- 
Crest avec une surprive mee de regrets que fi appis par ls ruports du 
Consul-Général de Sa Majesté I'Empereur en gutAesnnd Pacha en ay. 
Pelant "Emir Haidar aux fonctions de chet de ti Maronite démembre 
tune portion eonsidérable du Liban presque entidrement habitée par eette nation 
4 connie sous la dnomination générale de Djbail, pou Fine pore au Pacha 
‘Tripoli, et la faire gouveruer par un fonctionnaire Musulman, Le dit terri- 
resis ts Tos dancuts. "Be Fetah, Djebail, Akoura, et Kouri, et tore 
merait environ un tiers de la Montagne habitée par les Chrétien ea 

Par suite d'une entente qui a eu lieu entre les Représentans des Ging 
Grandes Puissances, je suis dans le cas de declarer & la Sublime Porte ue nour 
regardons ce démembrement comme étant en contradiction ianifeste avec ln 
Promesse consignée dans la lettre de M. le Ministre des Affaires Eiru 
date du 7 Décembre, ainsi qu’avec le principe fondainental du sode 
vernewent qui nous 'a été aunoneé et en vertu duguel les Maronites tloivent 
étre administrés par un chef de leur nation et de leur religion, de uidme que 
les Druses doivent I'étre par un chef choisi dans leur sein, 

Je ne puis, par conséquent, que m'unir & mes colldgues pour demander au 
Ministére de Sa Hautesse qu'il veuille bien adresser le plutot possible dee 
ordres it Assaad Pacha, afin d'assurer par la révocation de la mesure susmen- 
tionnée, V'accomplissement des engagemens que la Sublime Porte a pris envers 

Sing Poissances. 
ve Ora ees sacit ML 6 Baron, de fisser & son Excellence le Ministre des 
Affaires Etrangéres copie de ln présente instruction. 


(Sign) KLETZL, 





10 


Tnelosure 5 in No. 3. 
Count Pourtalis to M. Stiepowich. 


Monsieur, 3 Féerier, 1843. 


LADHESION de la Sublime Porte aux vues bienveitlantes dés Cing 
Puissances, et la sage condescendance qu’elle avait montrée en paraissant se 
conformer a leurs conseils désintéressés, semblait donner une solution définitive 
ia Ia question du Mont Liban, et mon prédécesseur ainsi que ses collégues 
avaient cru pouvoir se livrer A Vespoir que le Gouvernement Ottoman, en se 
tenant scrupuleusement au sens de In note de son Excellence le Ministre des 
Afiaires Etrangéres, en date du 7 Décembre dernier. acquerrait ainsi de nou 
veaux droits a Vamitié de ses alliés et a ia reconnaissance du peuple objet de 
lear commune solicitade. 

Les dernidres nouvelles parvenues de Syrie A Ia Lézation du Roi, ainsi 
qu’a celles de ’Autriche, de France, de In Grande Bretagne, et de li Russie, 
Join de les confirmer dans cette opinion, sont de nature A inspirer des craintes 
fondies sur l'effet que doit produire V'exéeution incompléte et illusoire des 
engagemens que la Porte avait pris par In note précitée envers les Cing Puis- 

Je crois devoir me borner aujourd'hui & appeler attention la plus sérieuse 
du Gouvernement Ottoman sur un fait dont il semble méconnaitre Ia gravité, 
et qui a da me paraitre ainsi qu’ mes collegues, en contradiction manifeste avec 
la lettre de son Excellence Sarim Effendi, Lx Province de Djebail, composte 
des districts d’el-Fétah, d’Akoura, de Djebail, d'el-Batroun, de Bécbaré, 
d'el-Toka, et d’El-Kouri, qui contient une population de plus de 40,000 Maro- 
nites, oit reside lo Patriarche de cette nation, et dont les habitans furent lex 
premicrs parmi ecux de In Syric a prendre les armes pour ln défense des droits 
do lour Souverain légitime contre I'usurpation du Pacha d’Egypte,—cette province 
qui par son attitude paisible et soumise dans les derniers tems a acquis de 
nouveaux droits i la solicitude paternelle de Sa Hautesse et 4 Vintérét bien- 
veillant des Cours amies de la Porte, et qui depuis pris d'un sitcle était admi 
nisteée par le Prince de Ia Montagne,—eette province vient d’étre enlevée & la 
juridiction do nouveau chef Chrétien et réunie au Pachalic de Tripoli 

Le Gouve {t du Roi verrait avec une surprise pénible qu'une portion 

i considdrable de la population du Liban fit soustraite A Vadministration du 
Prince Maronite ; i verrait, je ne saurais douter, dans cette mesure une contra- 
vention afligeante aux engaemens que Ia Porte a pris envers ses allies. J'es- 
pre done, ainsi quo mes colldcues, que le Gouvernement de Sa Hautesse mieux 
Geluiré sut Ia gravité de In séparation du Djebail de la partie du Liban confiée & 
Vadministration de I'Emir Chrétien, prendra en considération nos représenta- 
tions unanites, et renoncera & une mesure qui, je le répéte, serait contraire au 
sens de lu note du 7 Décembre dernier, et qui, join de contribuer au 
tment de Forde et de i tranquilité en Syriey manquerit évid 
constant les verux dex Cinq Puissances et des conseils qu’elles n'ont ceasé de 
donnor & la Porte dans son propre intérét et dans celui de humanité, 

Vous voudre bien, Monsieur, aprés avoir porté 4 la connaissance de son 
Excellence Sarin Effendi le contona do bn présente instruction, al ep remettre 
tune copies 

Recover, &e., 
(Signé) A. POURTALIS. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 3. 
M.P. Pisani to Sir Stratford Canning. 


Excellence, Péra, ce 4 Féerier, 1843, 

J'ALV'honneur de vous informer que conformément A vos ordres je viens 

de communiquer et de lire a Sarim Effendi les instructions de votre Excellence en 

date aujourd'hui, et qu’apris en avoir entend la lecture, le Ministre m'a 
it 





il 


“Dans ma lettre MM, les Représentans je parle du Mont Liban compris 
dans le Pachalik de Saida. Or, Djebail a toujours été une dépendance de Tripoli, 
dont le Pacha V'afferme. Le viewx Emir Béchir a pendant de longues années 
&té dans I'usage de prendre Djebail & ferme, et pour lequel il payait annuellement 
tune redevance indépendamment du tribut qu'il payait pour le Mont Liban, et il 
en recevat tous les ans Vinvestiture, Quoig’il en soit, je ne puis pour & 

resent faire aucune réponse sur cette question, car il est de toute nécessit 
rrvauparavant Ia Porte regoive a cet égand le rapport d’Assaad Pacha. Son 
Excellence n'a encore rien écrit sur cette question : ill ne nous a pas méme fait 


savoir le choix des deux chefs Maronite et Druse; et ce que nous en sayons 
est de MM, les Représentans. Mais Assaad Pacha ne pourra plus tarder 
nous éerire sur les affaires de la Syrie, et aussitdt que nous aurons recu des 
dépiches de sa part nous verrons ce qu'il y aura i faire.” 
Yai Vhonneur, &e., é 
(Signé) FRED. PISANI. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 3. 
Prince Handjery to M. de Bouténeff 


M. le Baron, 

JB me suis empressé de porter 3 la connaissance de Sarim Effendi le con- 
tenu de V'instruction qui m’a été adressée en date du Fynz de ce mois, sub 
No. 72, relativement A It mesure adoptée par Assaad Pacha de détacher 
Varrondissement de Djebail du reste de la Montagne pour le placer sous In 
juridiction d'un délégné Musulman du Pacha de Tripoli, et je n'ai pas manqué 
de lui laisser copie de cette instruction. ; 

‘Le Ministre m’a dit que la Porte n’avait pas recu jusqu'aujourd’hui aucun 
rapport d’Assand Pacha & cet égard et qu’elle en attendait incessamment pour 
savoir & quoi s’en tenir. 

Que co quelle savait W-dessus elle Je tenait des rapports des Agens 
Consulaires dés Puissonces amies que MM. les. Représentans ont bien youll lui 
communiquer. $ 

Qu'elle devait par conséquent attendre les rapports d’Assaad Pacha sur 
cette question, mais qu’en attendant ce que Ini (Sarin) pourrait dire positive 
ment c'était que Varrondissement de Djebail a fait de tout tems partie du 

k de ‘Tripoli, quien effet Emir Beshir et plus tard Exit El-Kassin en 
‘ont ¢0 Vadministration, mais toujours A titre de Moukata relevant du Pachalik 
dle Tripoli, qui leur était cunféré séparément et dont les redevances étaient 

ées 4 part. 

pe Quel ce fait pouvait méme dtre constaté aupnis de ces deux anciens Emirs 
qui se trouvent & Constantinople. 
ene ‘par conséquent la Féincorporation de Djebail au Pachalik de Tripoli 
Atait un fait qui devait avoir liea naturellement, parceque c'¢tait le rétablisse- 
ment de Vancien ordre de choses. 7 4 

‘Que cette mesure ne pourrait pas etre considérée comme contradictoire 
avec la décision annoncée le 7 Décembre, parceque dans la lettre de cette date il 
fifa été question que des districts relevant du Pachalik de Saida. 

‘Que si maintenant on voulait que le dit arrondissement fat de nouveau 
pplacé sous administration du chef Maronite, ce serait une autre question 
fois que dans tous les cas cela ne pourrait se faire qu’a titre de moukatn 
Comme cela s'est. pratiqué envers les deux anciens Emirs précités, et. dans le 
cas oft le nouveau chef demanderait & prendre ce moukata. 

Que ailleurs en Fabsence des rapports d'Assand Pacha, la Porte ne 
saurait former tine opinion exacte sur tout cela; qu’elle les attendait sous peu 

wor séclairer sur cette matiére, et qu’alors Sarim sempresserait de venir au 
Fevant de MM. les Représentans pour s'expliquer avec eux A cet égard et 


ner une réponse aux instructions qu’ils ont adressées li-dessus. 
saan 3 # (Signé) J. HANDJERY. 
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Inclosure § in No. 3. 
M. Cor to M. de Bourqueney. 


Monsieur le Baron, Péra, le 4 Féerier, 1843. 
APRES avoir regu Vinstruction de votre Excellence « cj 
lence en date de ce jour j 
me suis renda a la Porte auprés du Ministre des Affaires hie 
aoe frericceh fe auprés du Ministre des Aj Etrangéres pour lui en 
Sarim Effendi m’a répondu qu’ is 
es rt r qu'il en connaissait dga lobjet et qu'il ne 
cree uy aes ep Bare ei lw 
Seite demarche.” Il a ajouté, “quand vous m’aver parlé une premitre fois de 
c te affaire (de Ia séparation du district du Dijebail) je vous ai répondu que 
ous Wavions pas encore repu de réponse d’Assuad Pacha & cet Ceard, Cue 
toujours le district du Djebail avait formé une ferme (moukata) séparce, 
sivelques jours nous aurions été mieux informés, et nous aurions avisé s'il y a 
goa i eres moyens de le séparer. Ne voyez pas dans ce que je 
us dis une fin de non-recevoir; je veux seulement vaus montrer 4 
cit “te d'avjourd’hui était pas nécessaire pour la solution de la ‘imu, 
onl bien depose votre instruction chez le premier drogman de la Porte,'* 
Jered ebtise alors, et me suis rendu auprés de ce dernier fonctionanire auquel 
Je suis, &e., 
(Signé) "J. COR. 


M. Stiepowich to Count Pourtalis. 


M. le Comte, 4 Fé 1843, 
JE ine suis rendu ce matin & la Porte, et j'ai porté & la connanaance de 
at 


soa Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangtres 
Etrangtres le conte ‘in 
ae rout aver bien voula wadreweren date aajorha Sei Eioeh 
répondit -— 
* Le Gouvernement de Sa Hautesse n'a e 
ment au Djebail ; fa Porte n'a point ag 
dlernier ; au reste le district de Dje 
Tripoli. Hl est vrai,” 


_ ur da 
4 Constantinople, 


——— 
nclosure 10 in No. 3, 


Baron de Testa to M. de Kletsl. 


. 7 Féerier, 1843, 
J'AT communiqué et rey Bifendi 1 k 
nfaveg tt communiqué et remis hier a Sarim Effendi Vinstruction dont vous 
Tiatratiog uni: Monsieur, en date du 4 de ce mois, relativement au mode dadin 
AL Tati Ataad Pacha vient d’établie dans le Mont Liban. 
le Ministre des Adaires Etrangéres m’a répondu en ces termes 


“ Jusqo'ici nous a’avons re Pi cl 
lement de territoire men eel 


Tout ce 

districts; que cependant celui 
tems du Pachalik de Tripoli, en 
Tecevaient séparément l'investiture, 
Princes de la Montagne. C'est ains 
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de movkata du dernier Gouverneur de Tripoli, Abdoullah Pacha. _L’administra- 
tion séparée de ce district n'aurait done rien de surprenant. Mais si Assad 
avait réellement et de son chef détaché du Mont Liban d'autres portions de ter- 
ritoire plus ou moins considérables, la Sublime Porte n’bésiterait pas Ay porter 
reméde, car elle ne ui a jamais donné aucun ordre A ce sujet. Pour le moment 
il faut que nous attendions les rapports qu’Assaad Pacha lui-méme ne tardera 
sans doute past nous adresser.”” 
(Sign) TESTA. 





No, 4. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen {Received March 24.) 


(No. 41. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 2, 1843. 


HAVING occasion to see the Reis Effendi at an early hour this morni 
found him occupied with the consideration of despatches lately received from 
Syria. His Excellency informed me that Assund Pasha had applied for instructions 
‘on several important points connected with the administration of Mount Lebanon, 
and he expressed a wish to ascertain my opinion before the Couneil decided in 
what manner to frame its reply. This led to a conversation of some length, in 
the course of which Sarim Effendi declared that it was the intention af the Porte 
to carry into effect fairly and fully the plan already announced, and that as soon 
‘as the instructions to Assaad Pasha were settled, a written communication would 
be made to the Representatives of the Five Powers in the form of a letter, through 
the chief interpreter of the Porte. 

The great difficulty according to Assaad Pasha lies in making a satisfac- 
tory division of the Maronites and the Druses. ‘The Emir of the Muronites is 
unwilling to leave any individual of his own religion under the Government of 
the Druses, ‘The Emir of the Druses is equally tenacious of his authority over 
the whole of his nation. ‘The Antiochian Greeks and the Papal Catholics are 
unwilling to submit to the authority either of the Druse or of the Maronite 
Emir. After some discussion in which I endeavoured to set the matter on 
right principles, it was agreed that the least objectionable mode of proceeding 
would be to draw a geographical line between the respective masses of the Druse 
and Maronite population, and to appoint in those subdivisions of each district 
where an extrancous population predominated, a municipal officer professing the 
same religion as the majority of the inhabitants, and to allow the whole of them 
to maintain an agent at the residence of the Emir under whose superintending 
authority they were placed. It appeared to Sarim Effendi as well as to inyself, 
that the same kind of arrangerment might be adopted in favour of the Greeks and 
Catholics, supposing them not to object to the expense of maintaining their 
respective agents. 

With respect to the district of Djebail which Assaad Pasha intended to 
unite with the immediate jurisdiction of Tripoli, T was assured by Sarin 
that no such idea. was entertained by the Porte. The whole of that district 
be placed under the administration of the Maronite Emir, and at my s 
no additional tribute will be exacted from its inhabitants if it shall appear to 
have been comprised in. the arrangement made through the channel of Mr. 
Wood in the autumn of 1841. 

In reply to my remarks as to the necessity of making some pecuniary 
advance to the Emirs who are already appointed, Sarim Effendi said that 
7500 piastres a-month were allowed to each of them, with a band of fifty or sixty 
native policemen paid by the Pasha. This allowance is not of a very liberal 
description, and such was the opinion I expressed ; but it is nevertheless true 
that the ex-Emir Beshir did not receive more than 20,000 piastres a-month with 
the charge of paying his own police. 

‘The village of Deir-el-Karuar is still occupied by Turkish troops. “They 
are regulars under the command of Reshid Pasha, who is directed not to employ 
them except at the requisition of the Emirs. I stated my expectation that they 
‘rerenot tobe stationed permanently in the Mountain, ad Sarim Bed! replied 
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that they would be withdrawn as soon as the administratic 
e ration of 
settled into a regular and stable form. His Excellency sail tat the nati 
tion of plundered property would be enforced with the settlement of public 
anaieeecaines = eased covfident hope that the Allanians would 
i stationed in any part of Syria, he assured me that measut i 
contemplation for bringing the whole of those feroc eet 
contemplation for bringing the jous troops into a permanent 
— ier Becipine -, and that the experiment would probably be made in the course 
pon the whole, my Lord, I had much reason to be satisied wit 
and purport of Sarim Effendi’s communication, and I trust. that “esas bag 
tn atichl nkape and. daly announced to my colleagues aswell es myself 
will obtain their assent in common with mine. only 
> T have, &e., 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNI 





No, 
‘The Earl of Aberileen to Sir Stratford Canning, 


(No, 47) 
Sir, 

‘ Foreign Office, April 3, 1843. 
oicl HAVE seesive_ yout Bxeelene's despatch: No. 82, of the 20th of 
‘cbruary, with its inclosures, explaining the course which your Excellency “| 
oot ies had thought it expedient to adopt with reference to the sup- 
Roed intention of the Porte to veparste the district of Debal {om the rs 
diction of the Maronite Gorernor ia, the Lebanon, and also with releroane to 
certain details connected with the new form of sdminstration to be established 
in Mount Lebanon ave to aequsit your Excellency that Her Majesty’ 
Savant approve of the masons. ich yon Tare de with these 

Tam, &e., 
(Signed) ABERDEEN 


No. 6. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Barl of Aberideen.—(Receiced April 7.) 


(No. 51.) 


My Lord, r 

y Lord, Constantinople, March 16, 1843. 

Bo hagtto tee Manin ove that the affairs of Mount Lebanon iin 
consi really and even permanently settle: eh 
n between Europe and the Porter, arpa 

. s m Effendi sent to me and no doubt to my coll 
bis oar oon Jit reuiitins covccaing the porta utc 
af Djeball A copy of this commiication is inlsed herewith, and L trast 
your Lan iy i a no tee saison in its genera tone than in its 
jebail will be placed under the administrati a Marcite 
Emir, the Maronite forming by fr the lager pcopecastetiin ohehsten eed 
ial appear ta have been included, as presume i wa, in the arraigement 
ed (ee farther tribute will be levied 
‘Your Lordship’ will observe that in Sarim Ei 
: a im Eifendi’s answe 

tmade tothe execition of other measures which had plat icreerrty 
These, wih Some Witions, had been matter of deliberation between my col- 
league sad sip when we last met to consider the reports of the respective 
Coosa at yrout. ‘They were subsequently matter of frequent Stace 
ton at least on my pat withthe Turki Miniter. His Excalleney’s repeated 

nC warrant ‘stating that the instructions gi A is! 
pao gh gt a el 


they 
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promptly and completely executed. ‘The points in question are 2 follow: the 
Prom ay ave division of the Mountain; the sppointments assigned to the 
Emir's Kaimacams; the maintenance o ish military station in the Moun- 
Lint the exclusion of the Albanians; and the restitution of the plundered 
property. 

STE arrangements recommended to Assaad Pasba may in substance be thus 
dleseribud the geographical division, with a proviso that in’ smaller districts; 
where a population differing in religion from the Emir predominates, a municipal 
where 2 pope same religion as the majority shall be appointed, acting under the 
officer of {he Emir but administering directly the local affairs of the district; 
orders ot ge increase of the appointaents originally intended for the Emirs; 
4 canis regular troops still wm ube Mountain to be of fimnited umber and 9 
tae vmtenas soon as the peace of the country shall be thoroughly ests. 
te wigtirine present exclusion of the Albanians to be continued with the 
prospect of their entire removal from Syria; and finally, the promis rest 
You of property to Le realized by effective measures. 

To complete your Lordship’s information upon a subject which rwintirs 
much care to'keep it within reasonable bounds, 1 inclose w copy of my instrus= 
Tats Her Majesty's Consal-General at Beyrout, Tt i tramed with @ view 10 
tion tOvnication, and 1 trast tay colleagues will join with me once wore. 
coeinending the cardinal virtues of unanimity and waiformity to the respective 


Consuls 
1 hive, de 


Signed) STRATFORD CANNING 


a 


Inclosure | in No. 6, 


‘Srim Efendi to the Chief Interpreter of the Imperial Divan. 
1 Mare, 1843 


NOUS avons pris connaissance des communications que les Mis des 
Paissances Alliges ‘nous ont adressées par Tintermédinire de, leurs PT” 
interprétes, concernant le mode d'administration & 

Katas du Djebail situés dans le district de Tripoli 
more prix aucune décision & Végard de cox 
i Mauchir de Saida, de procéder au eile- 
ive auivi jadis par les Gouverneurs 
ft, diapres Je désir qu'on a. de 


Temmployer & Végard des mou- 


de Saida, de les 
respecter les anc besoins du pays. 

Le Mouchir de Saida ay é » vit certaines considérations et 
exigences locales, de faire administrer jkatas. Hsolément, avait mone 
Tanement envoyé sur les Tieux un com c ad hoc, en meme tems quiil 

écrit hla Sublime Porte pour connaitte les volontés da Gouvernens th 


SF autese le Sultan, mu pur les ventimens de déférence dont ta Sublinne 
Portes dg donné tant de preaves agar des Grandes Pusatces se anes ft 
aides dave fa question du Liban, en se confortsant A Jeurs varus 6 ts conseils 
fq loi ont été donnés par elles, et animé coume il et sans toret du desir de 
Fase oir je bon ordre et la sécurité dela Moatazne, ot d'assurer le bien-tive le 
Fepos des poppalations qui Vhabitent, vient de manifester volo’ té sony 

re qt Aceaod Pacha ‘ecoive les ondres ct instructions nécessaires § Yet de 
retort le aystbnie en vigucur depais quelque tems ik celai de, fire administret 
Pecter Jhatae par un commisaaire quelcongue ; de Tes confer aux soit 
Sul des Kafwacamns auquel il conviendrait de les donner daprés ta mejert® 
eli tetas vet de ne rien prélever sur ces moukatas& titre d'impot partici, 
se ceimpbis que ces moukatas payent se trouveraient compris dans le total des 
Contributions imposées sur la Montagne. 

iat Pore élant fermement résolue de veiller & Texécution_ 1k 
points formant Je content de la communication officielle quia été adress 
Fey a pas fongtems i chacun de Messieurs les Représentans det Gravdes Pur 
Ry 2 Puutivement cette question, et dont la copie = étC teanamisy cit 
Han efoochir de Sade, Ye Sallan a ordonné aussi qu'on mit en exécution 
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les mesures énoneées dans cette méme pice, sans. toutefois perdre de vue les 
exigences locales. 

sear ot mesures étant A la veille de recevoir leur exécution, je vous prie, Mon- 
situr, de donner communication  Messicurs les premiers interprétes des Grandes 
Missions de cette «écision toute d'équité, et de leur Iaisser au besoin copie de 
4a présente instruction, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose, 


Sir, Constantinople, March 16, 1843. 

IN the course of last month J informed you confidentially that I had called 
Afom the Porte to place the district of Djebail under the administration of the 
Maronite Emir of Mount Lebanon ; that my colleagues the Representatives of 
Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia had taken a similar step, and that I had 
Feasot to anticipate a favourable result. I have now the satisfaction to put you 
in possession of the Porte's official answer, and you will find that it confirms the 
expectations which I ted you to form. ‘Djebail, as you will learn from the 
‘accompanying copy of Sarin Effendi’s communication, is to be administered by 
one of the two. Emirs of Mount Lebanon, aceording to the religion professed by 
the majority of its inhabitants, who, being Maronites, will naturally occasion its 
being assigned to the Emir of that nation, 

With respect to the amount of tribute to be collected from the district, 1 
Presume that it was included in the arrangement made by Mr. Wood in the 
autumn of 1841. ‘Through his mediation the tribute of the Mountain was then 
settled at the wnnual sum of 3300 purses, and it is only in the event of Djebail 
not having been comprised in that settletent that an additional tribate will be 
levied upon its inhabitants in the same proportion as for the other district 

Should your own information be insufficient, a reference to Mr. Wood 
Will enable you to place this matter in n proper light under the consideration of 
Assaadl Pasha. 

Thave further the satisfaction to inform you that instructions which I trust 
Will prove conducive to the tranguillity and good government of the Mountain, 
tro addressed to his Excellency the Pasha respecting. several points to which 
either lately or at an earlier period attention has been drawn. 

{In settling the extent of territory assigned to the jurisdiction of each Emir 
Kaimacam, the customary limits will be followed, and Deir-el-Kamar will con- 
nue to be the residence of the Maronite cbief. In the smaller districts of each 
division where the inhabitants are generally of a different religion from the ruling 
Emir, a municipal officer, or Codja Bashi, of the samme religion as themselves, will 
superintend their local interests under the order of the Emir, and the mass of the 
dissentient population will be at liberty to maintain ag agent or Hasea Kiaya 
at the Eunir’s place of residence. It is impossible to obviate every dificulty 
connected with the intermixture of different religious classes, but the most 
dangerous source of collision would sccm to be removable in this way ; and if by 
the application of a similar principle, the interests of the feudal landholders and 
the flings ofthe orthodox Roman Catholios and Antiochian Greeks es he tore 
cordially reconciled to the new order of things, another important step will he 
made towards the permanent pacification of the Mountain. Such details fall 
more immediately within the province of a judgment exercised upon the spot; 
and 1 have reason to believe that any opinion which you may form thereon in 
concert with the other Consuls your colleagues in this question, will, if pre. 
sented to Assad Pasha as your joint contidential advice, be received by his 
Excellency with indulgence and favour. 

‘The appointinents of each Emir are fixed at the monthly sum of 12,600 
iawtres, which constitute together the amount of what was assigned to the late 
Emir Besbir, ‘The pay of the police tilitia is not to be charged upon these 

appointments. 

‘The Turkish military station which still remains in the Mountain will only 
be maintained there so long as the doubtful tranquillity of the country may stand 
in need of such protection. It is to be composed exclusively of regular troops 
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limited in number, confined to one place, and scting only on the requisition of 
ae ee eats atthe ATbaniand from the Movataia will T rus be fellowed 
at no distant period by their removal from the whole of § 
i he discipline of the line. 

vrei respect othe iortantyuts of reituion wh Haden, T have 
only to express the satisfaction with which I have learnt from your last despatches 
that the proceedings of the Council change with. those, matters were, upon the 
whole approved by the Christian population, ed has nepeate hs 
former assurance thatthe Porte issincere in the messunea which she has adopted 
for securing the ends of justice, and that the work of restitution and indemni 


maiters were upon. the 


ill proceed in proportion as the peace of the Mountain assumes a more settled 


bgt pon the ini- 
In concluding this despatch I venture to ate you upon th 


Brovement which appears to have taken place aswell it the local relat ons of 
Mount Lebanon as in the tempor and disposition of the Porte with resp 

va rv nctingwniformly in. coocert with your colleagues, by engnging he 
‘equally to act in concert with you, and_by ‘givi iracter of Unanimity to 
all your communications with ‘Assiad Pasha and the other author peat th 
Mountain, it is to be hoped that you will restrain the movements of party 
trigue, and contribute powerfully to the success of an ara 

the benevolence of Christendom bas sought to combine the ti 
‘sith the happiness of his subjects. 


of the Sultan 


Thave, &e 
Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


ee 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen —(Received April 7.) 


No. 53.) ‘ 

; Lord, Constantinople, Mareh 18, 1843, 
x c Napier ived here this morn- 
MONG the despatches with which Lord Napier arrit is mor 
ing ina fonruction from your Lordship: reapeting hat enportant dsteet of 
Mount Lebanon which is known under the name of Djebail ng alread 
ante your Lordship with the Porte's decision it now ny only duty t0 
state that f have directed the closing parasrapl of that instruction to edi 
Iated and tet with Sarim Efendi in writing, This eowmunication, may serve 
fot only to justify io his Excellency, eyes the urgenoy with which I have 
tresscd’ the adjustment of Syrian affair, Dut also contribute to the due 
Enforcement of the instructions which os T have mentioned elsewhere are 

addressed to Assaad Pasha by the Porte 
have, Ke, ea 
(Siged) STRATFORD CANNING. 





No. 8 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Sie Stratford Canning. 
(No, 53. : 
Sir, : Foreign Office, April 13, 1843. 
” HIER Majesty's Government have Iearat with much satisfaction from y 
xceleny myth ‘No. 51, of the 16th of March, that there ore at last 
eascoalie grounds for expecting that the affairs of Lebanon are settled on a 
atetactery footing. But whatever tay be the result in that respect, I cannot 
‘mit this opportunity of again repeating to your Excellency the high sense whi : 
Her Majesty's Government entertain of the judgment and perseverance which 
you have displayed in overcoming the many difficulties which from time to tin 
have been opposed to the adjustment of the sobering sruations relating to 

am, 8-5 

Pak bea (Signed) ABERDEEN, 








1s 


No. 9. 
Sir Stratford Canning (0 the Earl of Aberdeen, —(Received June 5.) 


(No. 104,) 


(Extract, : 
Fact.) Constantinople, May 17, 1843. 


MY latest advices from Colonel Rose inforn i 
“a ; s from Colonel Rose inform mie that in concert wi 
French and Prussian Cousuls he had communicated with ‘Assos! Pas on the 
jubject of those remaining points of settlement for the administration of Mount 
Lebanon. upon which as stated in a former despatch, I had come to an under- 
standing with Sari Bend. It appears in general from Colonel Rose's state 
ment, that the joint opinion given to Assaad Pasha was recived with satisfction 
by celleney, and that the only question left unsettled and referred for 
further consideration to the Representatives of the Five Powers here, i whether 
‘ny and what kind of exception ix to be established for the local Government of 
T have already mentioned this sub 7 
is subject to the French and Russian Minis 
and we have agreed. to ect and to invite our other erlleagues to meee oar 
y purpose of de x by common consen 
be given thereupon to the rexpective Consuls at Beyrout kee cas 
¢ question is one of difficult solution, and there are appearances of 
i of opinion ‘as well here as in Syria but J trust that some nae 
calculated to provide for the exigencies of the ease will be found to unite our 


aufirages in ite favour and to form the basi 
se favour and to form the basis of a fresh suggestion to 
Pasha on the part of the Consul ee 





No. 10, 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Karl of Aberdeen. —(Received June 21.) 
No, 110) 


(Extract.) i 
ya ; Constantinople, June 1, 1843. 
REFERRING to. my despateh of the 17th ultimo, T have the honour to 
‘our Lordship that I have not been able to bring my colleagues to a 
‘on the subject of Deirl-Kanur. ‘The Russian Envoy wishes to wait 
arrival ef M, Basily from Syria, and the Austrians seem to be disinclined 
y further pit i the discussion of the subject. Both in the one case 
and the other I think there is rootn for regret, considering how clearly the settle. 
int of that point is connected with the present tranquillity of Mount Lebanon, 
mies much reason there is to apprehend that intrigues are still on foot to 
defeat the plan recommended by the Alied Cabinets and adopted by the Port. 
intenji uforued that the Captain Pasha on his return fron. the Black Sea 
visi wt of Syria with the s hich 
det visit the cot of Syria with the small squadron which bas been some 
Thave, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


nN 


No. th. 


‘Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received August 20.) 


(No, 166. Confidential) 


(Ane mee Buyukdery, August 1, 1843. 

i E this opportunity to state that I endeavoured $i 
ctl of Ritset Paha 00 obtals ountialty om the Feats cencectoy oo 
Hement of certain questions occasioning discontent in Mount Lebanon, and 
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recommended to my care either by the representative of the Maronites or by 
Her Majesty's Consul-General in Syria. 

Tam happy to inform your Lordship that of the five points in question, as 
stated in the accompanying paper, the first two have been put into course of 
execution ; that the next two have received the consent of Rifaat Pasha, and 
that the fifth, which relates to Deir-el-Kamar, is under consideration, 

‘My commanications upon this subject with the Turkish Minister have 
been strictly confidential ; and in venturing to suggest a plan for the exceptional 
‘administration of Deir-el-Kamar, I have been influenced by the necessities as well 
‘as by the difficulties of the case. If the leading idea proves acceptable to the 
Porte, cither with or without modification, I may hope with your Lordship’s 
sanction to bring it into a practical shape by means of an instruction to Assand 
Pasha and the co-operation of Colonel Rose and some at least of his col- 


Teagues. 


Inclosure in No. 11. 


1. Itis perfectly understood and acknowledged that the Miri and other 
taxes are only collected as part of the tribute limited by agreement to 3,500 


purses for the whole Mountain. > 
@, ‘The promise made to the inhabitants of the Kesrouan by Selim Pasha 


jn 1840, that they should be exempted from paying the Miri for three years, to 
be fulilled. j 
‘3. That the degrading infliction of the bastinado shall uot be applied to 
any of the Emirs, whether Druse or Christian. 
yh All revenves proceeding from lands and other public property attached 
to the several communes shall be left as heretofore at_the disposal of +! 
cetive local interests under the direction of the native authorities, 
‘5. Deir-el-Kamar having in its immediate neighbourhood for the lesspovasy 
of maiotaining the public tranquillity, while yet unsettled, a small body 
rkish regular troops, not quartered upon the palais shall be governed 
txceptionally by a council composed of members selected from among the Druse 
and Christian inhabitants, by the Druse Kaimacam on ‘one side and the Maronite 
Vakeol or Uzeer on the other, the Reis-iesboura or President being a Drase 





No. 
The Bart of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning 


(No. 106.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1843. 

WITH reference to that portion of your despatch No. 166, of the 1st of 
‘August, in which you advert to your confidential communications with Rifaat 
Pasha bn certain points connected with the settlement of Syria, I have to state 
to your Excellency that Her Majesty's Government, considering your suggestions 
‘on those matters 10 be well calculated to promote the peace of Syria, and that if 
the questions connected with Deit-el-Kamar can be arranged in the manner 
pointed out by your Excellency, it may be reasonably hoped that the tranquillity 
Of that town and its neighbouring district will be maintained 

Tam, &e., 
(igned) ABERDEEN 








No. 13. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Karl of Aberdeen.—{Received October 21.) 
(No. 206.) 


Bs 
¢ ae Buyukdery, September 30, 1843. 
_ THE accompanying copies of three despatches addressed 
Majesty’ Consul General in Syria wil apprige your Locdaip eee 
Fee, nae = with the Porte as with the Representatives ‘of Russia, 
A ‘ia, and Prussia, respecting the local administration of Deir-el. 


Kamar and the settlement of the i 
cera the settement of the indemrites respectively chimed by the Druses 


Inclosure 1 in No. 13, 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose, 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 

pee vits ered Buyukdery, August 29, 1843. 

B ire of the Austrian steam-packet for Beyrout affords 
opportunity of acknowledging ‘pt of your se ‘to No. 38, 
a thera rie reteheng the receipt of your several despatches to No. 38, 

Vith the exception of the French Minis nd 
ar chaps of th an 
" » T have not found among the Representati whe tele took at neve 
affits of Mount Lebanon that readiness to co-operate for the "wottlemeat of the 
rerelaing monies ey which could reasonably encourage me to press for an 
homediate meeting with a view to their consideration. I have the 
Ahouxht it more advisable for the present to. communicate dip oon eras: 
deathly, with Rift Pashay hoping that if T could obtain, the transmission of 
suitable instructions to would 
‘ee to nenara tbe decor pe the exercise of your influence there would 
1,2 have now to inform you that instructions have been sent to As 
Pasha enjoining him on no account to apply the tustitado toa y Sheik or Emi 
whether Druixe or Maronite, It is to he hoped, therefore, that at least on thai 
hed no farther ground of complain wll be given = 
he exemption of the Kesrouan from the payment of the Mi ¢ 
pera tinal been ordered, with a proviso that the docameat wh oon 
Le engagement to that effect should prove on inquiry to be 
With respect to the amount of tribute for i 
to the mint of bi for the whole M, h Rifas 
Pasha and the Minister of Finance agree that the sum append war 3.00 
pars year ‘They wish me to inform them if any other sums are demande 
on fh shot and if vo, under what hele. ‘The Mivister of Finance 9 
io «ni presume he is right, toms ought no ded 
theatre etiond Ase ight, that the oust ught not to be included 
x forther result of my communication with the Porte, As 
. Ne r ‘orte, Assand Pasha has 
been d slrested a herd up & statement of suct lands and other kinds of herten 
phe as , vy itt Or bequest to objects of local utility in the Mountain, an 
the revenes of which under the rule of the Emir Beshir were strictly applic 
0 those objects. 1 have reason to hope that the Porte ix disposed to act fairly 
in this pate vr. My application to Rifaat Pasha originated in the representations 
of Nicolas Murad, the Maronite Paths agent, now on hie way to Rome. He 
Cason oy someTe atime to other uses than those intended, 
0 ie ty in question. ter wl " bly of no 
scnll interest to many of the poorer inhabitants of Mount Labiese eat ce 
sure receive the full benefit of your attention. es oe 





a 

It remains for me to add a few words upon the local Government of Deir- 
el-Kamar. 

‘So great are the difficulties which beset this question, that no solution of 
them entirely unobjectionable is to be expected. The introduction of the Pasha’s 
immediate authority would doubtless afford the best security for peace. But 
such an arrangement would be in direct contradiction with the spirit and princi- 
ples of the late intervention. It could only be acceptable to the inhabitants 
Mhile their natural feelings are perverted by local and temporary passions ; and 
ints ultimate consequences it might prove as fatal to their peace as it would be 
dangerous to what remains of their national independence. ‘The exercise of a 
direct local authority over both parties by the officer in commund of the Turk- 
ish garrison presents the same objections in principle. x 

"There seems, however, to be but one opinion as to the necessity of retain- 
ing a Turkish force either in or near the town till the continuance of public 
order is more completely secured ; and if the commander of the troops were in- 
vested with the chief civil authority, the trust might perhaps be accompanied 
with instructions sulficient to prevent any serious abuse of power. Much would 
Daturally depend upon the choice of the individual, upon his responsibility, and 
the interest he might feel in conciliating the good opinion of the inhabitants, 

With respect to the troops it is obviously desirable that they should be of 
limited number, well disciplined, quartered by themselves, and not at the 
charge of the natives. 

Looking forward to a more settled arrangement, T know not where to fix 
the period whea it may be safe to abandon the entire command of Deir-el- 
Kamar to a Druse or a Maronite Governor. It is but too probable that when- 
ever the Turkish local authority is withdrawn, each of the two separate populi- 
tons must havea Governor of its own religion, or the experiment of establishing 
a mixed authority over both must be resorted to. In the former case there 18 
the manifest danger of collision ; in the latter the no less evident difficulty of 
bringing such discordant elements into an efficient administrative form. 

‘Such are the general impressions which I entertain upon this difficult and 
delicate question, The Porte, 1 believe, has written identially to consult 
‘Awsaad Pasha as to the practicability of adopting the European expedient of a 
council; but a simpler form of administration if freed from some ohvious ob- 
Jections, would no doubt be preferable at Deir-cl-Kamar; and 1 shall make 
Another attempt to come to an understanding upon the subject with the other 
Representatives as soon as any favourable oj perenle shall offer. 

Thay iC. 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 


Ne Be alan ar 
Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose, 


Sir, Buyukdery, September 27, 1843 
T HAVE at length succeeded in ascertaining the sentiments of the Russian, 
‘Austrian, French, and Prussian Representatives respecting the local administra- 
tion of Deir-el-Kamar. A confidential meeting took place at my house on the 
9th instant, and the result of our deliberations has been. since communicated to 
the Turkish Ministry. The postponement of this matter is mainly attributable 
to the position of the Austrian Minister, who under the instructions of his Go- 
vernment was not prepared to take an active part in any further joint proceed- 
ings, however necessary, for carrying into effect the general plan of settlement. 
Count Stirmer has nevertheless acquiesced in the views of his colleagues, and 
the opinion finally adopted has been conveyed to the Porte in a separate and 
confidential manner, with his Excellency's concurrence and participation. 
Respecting the necessity of establishing some exceptional regulations for 
the Government of Deir-el-Kamar, and the difficulty of selecting any which are 
entirely free from objection, there ‘could be no difference of opinion. Tt was 
‘also admitted by all, that in recommending an exceptional arrangement we 
should be careful to avoid any eed deviation from the principles already 
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adopted, than the necessities of the case ay to require. The points on 
which we ultimately agreed are these: Ist. That Deir-cl-Kamar should not be 
the place of residence of either of the two Emir Kaimacams; 2ndly. That its 
local affairs should be administered by a Druse Vakeel for the Druses, and by 2 
Maronite Vakeel for the Christian inhabitants ; 3rdly. That the Vakeels shoot 
be appointed like the Vakeels destined for the other districts of mixed popula- 
tion; 4thly. ‘That in cases of dispute, the Bey commanding the Turkish garrison 
should act as arbiter in the name of the Pasha of Saida. 

Respecting the troops themselves, itis to be understood that their presence 
in the mean time is only temporiry ; that they are to. be without exception 
regulars of a limited number, stationed apart, without charge upon the natives ; 
that strict discipline shall be’ maintained amongst them ; that the Bey in com 
tmand shall be selected with a proper regard to character, and that he shall be 
removed on the requisition of the inbabitants duly supported by facts, 

The answer given to the several intrepreters by Rifaat Pasha 
disposition favourable to the acceptance of these suggestions, His y 
observed, however, that as the idea of municipal council previously throws 
‘out for the local administration of Deir-el-Kamar, bad been referred. for inquiry 
to Assand Pasha, it was necessary to wait until a reply should be received from 
that functionary. 

Your communications with Assaad Pasha will enable you to ascertain his 
sentiments on the spot. ‘There are few countries in Christendom where the 
peculiar dificulties existing at Deirel-Kamar might not find a satisfactory 
Solution in the formation of a council judiciously constructed, and the sreat 
advantage which this idea holds out of’securing to the inhabitants of Mount 
Lebanon without exception, the enjoyment of a native administration, naturally 

operates as astrong inducement to entertain it with favour, But such an institution 
‘would perhaps require in the present state of ble feting ot Deitsel-Kamar 
too delicate a mechanism to suit customs and habitual ideas of the inhabitants, 
even if the Porte were willing to sanction its adoption ; and the impressions of 
thove who have the advantage of local observation, and of no one more than 
yourself, must weigh powerfully in the estimation of persons who without enjoy. 
‘ng that advantage ure called upon to exercise a certain degree of influence ever 
the question, 

‘Whatever intentions the Porte may ultimately announce to me upon this 
‘rubject shall not be withheld from you; and in the mean time you are in posses. 
sion of wbat appears on the whole most advisable to the five Representatives here, 
deriving as it does « considerable recommendation from the temporary character 
which belongs to it. 

Tam, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 13, 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rove. 


Buyukdery, September 17, 1843, 
THE Representatives of the Five Powers at this Court have concurred in 
nding strongly, though confidentially, to the Turkish Government, that 
4 decision should be taken without further delay for the settlement of the elaim 
to indemnity subsisting between the Druse and Maronite inhabitants of Mount 
Lebanon, | We have not felt ourselves at liberty to suggest any specitic inode 
of adjusting the question, but we have pointed out its immediate bearing on, the 
tranquillity of the country, and uudvised that Assaad Pasha should be instructed 
to declare and carry into execution the moral, equitable, and effective decision 
which it may be found practicable to adopt under existing circumstances. 
‘Your despatch of the 6th instant induces me to hope that notwithstanding 
the exaggerated claims advanced on either side, an arnicable arrangement 
be effected under the sanction and authority of the Porte. In reply to ty repre. 
sentations as stated above, the Minister for Foreign Affairs has assured me that 
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i e Sheik- 
Porte is engaged in the consideration of the question, and that the Sheik 
ek ie is ineied ice by his fetwa that the evidence of the Maronites is 
jssible against the Druses. : 
ane ‘mederation of the Christian party, as expressed by Bishop Tuba, & 
highly graying to those who take ral interest in the pation of Moun 
Lebanon, and as M, de Bourqueney has not avowed any opinions differing from 
those of the other Representatives, | fatter mysel with the sete et ia 
valuable support to joderate and conciliatory p! by 
Fras Pacha, you wil not have to contead with any diiclies crated ot 
‘encouraged by the French Consul eg 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 13. 


Extract of « Report from M. Frederic Pisani 


Péra, WG Seplembre, 1843. 


irl ° ent d'etre donne 
Souvernement de Deir-el-Kamar uprés le plan qui vient d'etre da 
ot Pasties (a ‘comme sur le projet donné il'y ® quolqae tenis har wore 
Excclence hn Porte « demande dex afornatins beet Gzand 8 Assad Pacha i 
faut absolument attendre la réponse, qui daillours ne pourra pas tard 
bit y es des. indemnités, 
’ des moyens arranger les affuires des. inde 
Bila tarde Pevcie au ecotenc fetwo, da, Soetk-oo- loam, délarant que le 
témoigaage des Maronites contre les Druses est admissible. 


— 
No. 14 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Cenning. 
(No, 164) 


Foreign Office, December 19, 1843. 


” TL HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency's despatches 
10 No. 243 of the 17th of November inclusive, : 
cre tem despatch which I have received from Colonel Rose, dated 
the 8th of November, that no compensation hax yet been made to the owners 
of property at Djouni on account of the damage done to their property in the 
course of the operations of the combined Britixh and “Turkish forces in the year 
1840. ‘The Porte, however, specifically pledged itself, as appears from the 
inclowore i, Viscount Pomonty’s despatch No, 269 of the 11th of August, 
1841, to indemnify these parties, and Her Majesty's Government are surprised 
0 tit has not already dono so, 
ee kare thereto to tatract your Excellency to ascertain what has been 
the cause of this delay, and to press the Porte in’ the strongest manner to 
falfil the engagement which it made to Her Majesty's Government in this 
= Tam, &e.. 
Signed) ABERDEEN, 





No. 15. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen-—(Received February 8.) 


(No, 4) ~ 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 17, 1844. 
‘TWO points. important, though in some respects secondary, remained to 
be settled in the affairs of Mount Lebanon, namely, the local administration of 
Deir-el-Kamar and the adjudication of indemnities, ‘Towards the close of the 
last month my colleagues and I received from his Excellency the Minister for 
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Foreign Affairs a memorandum containing the plan proposed i 
ment by Asssad Pasha, and the decision thereot contemplated by the Testis 
Council. OF this paper ‘a copy is herewith inclosed. A 
Within the last few days I have taken occasion to talk over its contents 
With the Representatives of the other four Powers, and the result of our delibe 
rations is exhibited in the accompanying instruction addressed to the chic? 
iterpester of this Eimbassy, and by him communicated to Rifaat Pasha. 
ith respect to Deir-el-Kamar, your Lordship will observe that the Porte 
‘as generally adopted our previous recommendations. ‘The appointment of a 
uurkish judge deputy appeared to all of us a novelly inconsistent with the 
principle of a separate internal administration. But I have been since informed 
by Ritat Pasha that the appointment of such a magistrate existed in the Moun- 
‘ain before the Inte changes ‘and i am at present under an impression that it 
ill be most advisable to leave the point to tially be 
hanes ae me. the eee at Dero SEP Soesteonnl etree 
* to the indemnities, I cannot but regret the necessity i 
in a measure 80 remate {fom what is need in suit josie to satay tS 
admitted claims of the aggrieved party. Such, however, are the melancholy 
revulls ofall that bas occurred in Mount Lebanon since the triumphs of Her 
njesty's squadron on the Syrian coast, that if we had blamed or discredited 
the Porte's decision, we should only have added another element of discord to 
the troubles of that illsettled country, without being able to advise any substi- 
tute at once practicable and more just. It was not easy to prevail upon the 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 15. 


Memorandum communicated by the Porte to the Reprerentatives of the Five 
Powers, relating to respective claims of the Maronites and Druses, and 
to the Goverament of Deir-el-Kamar. ‘ 


(Traduction.) 


NOUS avons regu cette fois-ei des dépéches de son Excel sand 
Pchay Mouchir de Sada, qui soumet 2 Ia Sablime Porte lee aanaaon sui. 
Les réclamations des Maronites du Mont Liban contre les Druses ayant 
416 vérifiées par le Conseil provisoire, elles se montent 4 16,000 bourses. Les 
Druses, de leur ebté, ont des contre-réelamations qui se sont trouvées s lever & 
2,600 et tant de bourses. Quel que puisse tre le montant des réclamations, ce 
qu'on a compris c'est que les Druses n'ont pas les moyens de payer méme les 
sae bourses, It thudrait done procéder A la liquidation de la maniére qui 
On considérera les 16,000 bout i 
PR 00 bourses comme prix d'un accommodement pour 
Les Druses mettront en évidence les widtés pil que 
cexister entre leurs mains, cachées et memvcachics” Lax Piscerth ay le objets 
qui, pour avoir été usés depuis quis ont éé enlevés, ont perdu de leur valeur, 
seront consignés a leurs propriétaires & des prix qui seront fixés d'aprés leur 
état actuel. La somme de 2,600 bourses, i laquelle on a évalué par approxima- 
tion les pertes des Druses, sera aussi défalquée des susdits prix d’accommode- 
ment, et elle sera diminuée un peu par voie d'accommodement. 
Aprés cela tout ce qui se trouvera etre dé pour solde, sera payé & des 
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termes convenatiles. Assaad Pacha demande un firman dans ce sens-li. Ii 
propose aussi qu'une lettre vizirielle soit crite au Pacha de Damas pour Tui 
Enjoindre fortement, attendu que pendant les désordres de Ia Montagne les 
Druses établis dans les arrondissemens de Rasheya, de Hasbeya, et d’Alidja, 
dans le Gouvernement de Damas, ont aussi pris part aux pillages, et _qu’on dit 
{que quelques uns parmi eux y ont transporté furtivement des objets volés, de 
ticher par tous les moyens en son pouvoir de découvrir les objets qu'on suppose 
exister dans les arrondissemens susdits, et pour l'autoriser & punir ceux qui 
oreraient cacher des objets et commettre des actes capables de compromettre 
Ta tranquillité des habitans et des Rayas, 

“Asad Pacha propose que deux Vékils soient nommés des deux ebtés pour 
gouverner la ville de Deir-el-Kamar, et des Vékils pour étre aussi des Moukat- 
Sdjis dans les villages dont la population est mixte; et que lorsque des affaires 
Surviennent et donnent lieu i des différends, que ces affaires. soient arrangées 
conformément & la maniére de voir des Gouverneurs de la province. 

Les propositions ci-dessus ont ét€ prises en considération et discutées par le 
Ministire de’ la Sublime Porte, et attendu que cette question traine depuis on 
tems assez considérable, et que les dispositions pour les propicés_ pour 
lesquelles Acsaad Pacha sollicite Vautorisation de Ia Sublime Porte, sont con- 
venubles, ila été arrété avec ‘approbation da Conseil, que conformément aux 
Teprésentations de son Excellence, les 16,000 bourses doivent tre considérées 
Comme prix daccommodement ; que les 2,600 et tant de bourses, valeur 
spproximative des pertes des Druses, ninsi que les prix d'aprés lear état actuel 
dee propriétés pillées qui sont en Gvidence, ou cachées, seront défalqués des 
16,000 bourses, et qu’aprés cela les 4 ou 5,000 bourses quiresteront dues seront 
payées & dex termes fixé par un acte; que désormais les deux Kaimacams 
Fejeront autre part qu'a, Deir-el-Kamar, od, comme cela se pratique dans lex 
Villages dont la population est mixte, ily aura ‘un Vékil de ta part des Druses et 
tun Vekil de la part des Maronites, qui géreront les affaires du_pays, et qui, dans 
jee cas ob ily aurait divergence d'opinion entr’eux sur une question, feraient 
décider cette question par Le Zabit (oficier) qu'il y aura de la part du Mouchir ; 
{que pour le maintien de Ia tranquillité, un nombre suffisant de troupes régléen ser. 
Qabli dans un endroit convenable de la Montagne; que quant a la demande 

éé faite de procorer sur les lieux un Nath (substitut de juge) pour Deir 
Q-Kamar, la Porte sen repose A Assaad Pacha; que Je Pacha eat nutoriné 
Punir ct chattier ceux qui contre la volonté de la Sublime Porte #0 permettent des 
procédés qui peuvent compromettre la tranquillité ; que le firman et, ta lettre 
Fizirielle seront crits; et qu'il sera méme euvoyé un commissaire plein 
Aenorgie de la part du Pacha de Damas pour les propriétés pillées qu'on eroit 
cexister dans les arrondissemens ci-dessus inentionsi 

‘Telles. sont les dispositions de V'exécution desquelles on s’accupe, et c'est 
pour en faire part que cet éerit a été donné. 


ragb sh antes ol ee 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Sir Stratford Canning to M. Frederic Piseni. 


Moosicur, Péra de Constantinople, Te 9 Janvier, 1844, 

AYANT en lavantage de conférer avec les Repiésentans d'Autriche, de 
France, de Prusse et de Russie, au sujet dea pidtce qui vous fut remise le 22 Décem- 
bore par Rifaat Pacha, relativement aux affaires du Mont Liban, je suis maintenant & 
méme de communiquer & son Excellence mes observations Hi-dessus, avec ha 
certitude que celles de mes collégues leur seront essentiellement conformes. 

Pour ce qui regarde Vadministration de Deir-el-Kamar, je me plais i 
reconnaitre dans Vadoption de nos conseils par la Sublime Porte, un sage désir 
de consolider Neeuvre de la paix, et de pourvoir autant que les circonstances le 
permettent, au bien-Atre de la population qui en est l'objet immédiat Jaime & 
croire que fe méme-esprit. veillera sur l'exécution des mesures arrétées; que le 
choix des deux Vékils chargés respectivement de V'administration des aifaires 
locales, I'un pour les Maronites, V'autre pour les Druses, répondra AVimportance 
dex intéréts qui lear seront confiés; que le Bey commandant la station de troupes 
répées qui doit sabir part dans le woisinage de Dero Kamar, jusqu's ce 
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que Vordre public y soit plus solidement affermi, réunira les qualités personnelles 
Adaptées aux fonctions d'arbitre qu’il pourra étre dans Te eas d'exercer occasion- 
nellement ; qu'il sera tenu strictement responsable de Ia discipline et de la bonne 
conduite des troupes, et que les troupes elles-mémes, dont le nombre ne doit pas 
dépasser les limites'd'une nécessité absolue, seront maintenues entidrement et 
exclusivement aux frais de Yautorité Ottomane. La nomination des Vckile 
devant se faire de la méme maniére que dans les villages dont a population est 
mixte, et Vintervention du commandant Ture ne devant avoir lieu que sur la 
requisition des Vékils, il est h espérer que Ia marche de Vadministration locale 
8e poursuivra sans choc. 

La proposition de nommer un Naib, ou Juge Député, sur les licux, ne se 
trouve pas au nombre de celles dont j'ai déja eu lhonneur de m’entretenir avec 
le Ministére Ottoman. Elle a besoin d'etre expliquée plus complétement avant 
que je puisse hasarder un jugement sur les motifs qui pourraient favoriser son 
adoption malgré les objections qui s'y opposent. Tout en admettant que le 
devoir de viler sur le maintin du boa ordre se rattache en dernitre ance 
Yautorité supreme, on ne saurait mettre en contestation ni le droit acquis par les 
habitans du Mont Liban d'administrer leurs affaires intérieures au moyen de leurs 
Propres officers, ni Vavantage d’amoindrir autant que possible les chances de 
quelque nouvelle collision entee ceux-i et les Agens de la Porte, étrangers la 
Montagne de race et de religion, Ce sont-lA de graves considérations qui me don. 
nent la conviction que Ia Porte ne prendra pas une résolution détinitive a oct 
gurd sans péser mirement toute Wétendue de ses obligations envers le Mont 
Liban, et sans le plein assentiment des Puissances qui s'y intéressent & tant de 
titres 

Quant a ta question des indemnités, importance de ne plus en différer la 
solution, ot |'impossibilité de Ia régler sur les lieux conformément aux veux des 
partis opposés, sont tellement manifestes, que Ix Porte, en prenant sur elle de 
tranicher le navud, semble faire ce qu'il y a de mieux pour le repos de la. Mon. 
tagne et le bien-dtre de wes habitans. Les dispositions annoneces par le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangéres Iaissent toutefols une incertitude qui devrait cesser. 


Comparés avec la valour réclamée par les prt Mts, es chiffresactuels sont 


bien loin de prisenter un montant complet et satisfaisant.  Cependant, je ne 
cherche pis i exclure da caleul toutes les considérations que’ la prudence, 

ité et la bienveillance sac ‘i recommander. L’application des rézles 
xerupoleuses de la justice au milieu de tant de difficultés, pourrait dans Ia waite 
infiger de nouveaux malheurs sur ceux-mémes qui la réclament, et rendre impos. 
sible co rapprochement des esprits, sans lequel Ja tranquillité dont on jouit au. 
jourd’hui ne serait qu’an bienfait partiel et passager. Voila los motifs qui me 
disponent & respecter la dévision de la Porte, basée comme elle semble l'étte. sur 
Ades informations que mes collégues ne possédent pas plus que moi les moyens 
Aapprécier au juste. Sous ce point de vue géaéral jo me permets pour. 
tant de sigualer Vinportance de ne rien Inisser de vague et d'illdsoire quant au 
Résultat des dispositions articulées. Les montans de 16,000 et de 2,600 bourses 
Assignés reapectivement aux Maronites et aux Druses n’auraient en aticun degre 
le caractire d'une compensation, a moins qu’ils ne fassent réalisés dune manitre 
complite, Les termes plus ov moins rapprochés auquels les paiemens s*cflece 
tueraient peuvent étre régiés sur les lieux; et In Porte fera bien, A mon avis, de 
fixer Vattention d’Assaad Pacha sur tout ce qu'll y a de grave et de délicat dans 
cette matidre, et lui faire sentir combien il importe que le jugement prononcé par 
4e Cabinet Ottoman soit exceuté de maniére & concilier les exprits, et, quoigu'l 
‘Ne soit pas possible de tout effacer, 2 étendre un voile sur les exces les plus ei 
geans du passé. Tl me parait que dans ce sens lt nomination de quelques ind 
Vidus entourés de Ia confiance de leurs co-religionnaires, et charets de soigner 
Vévaluation des effets réclamés, ainsi que In répartition’ des valeurs adjuscon 
serait whe mesure trés utile pour ne pas dire indispensable. 

Ayant ainsi parcouru les divers points de la communieation du 22 Décem. 
bre; j'espere avoir réponda a la eonfiance dont Ia Porte mva honoré dang cette 
occasion. assignation des montans déja cités aux masses respectives des 
réclamans étant combinée avec le choix Inissé & chacun de prendre ea portion de 
Vindemnité, soit en numéraire, soit en effets rendus, semble offtir la’ meilleure 
chance d'une issue satisfaisante, et si le Sultan voulait porter sa bienfaisance nu 
Point de faciliter les paiemens mutuels par Venteenise du trésor public. Sa 
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Hiautesse acquérerait encore un titre & In reconnaissance du pays et le gage le 
solide de la conservation de son pouvoir. ‘ 
aa ae des natorae, Monsieur, 4 poser cette instruction entre les rains de 
son Excellence Rifaat Pacha. eck 
(Signe) uy TRATFORD CANNING, 





No. 16. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received February 8.) 


(No, 5.) uf 
My Lord, ~ Constantinople, January 17, 1844. 

HAVING agreed with the Representatives of Austria, Fratice, Prussia and 
Russia, to exchange confidential copies of our respective instructions relating to 
the affairs of Syria, L bave the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship's 
{aformation. the papers which T have received feom then in eonaequence of that 


aoe He of eventually deriving some facility from the public revenue for 
the more early liquidation of the Maronite claims appears to have escaped the 
recollection of my colleagues. IL wns considered by us without being rejected, 
and forms, though not very prominent es a my instruction to M, Pisani. 
have, SCs. ioe 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING 


———— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 16. 
Count Stiirmer to the Baron de Testo. 


Constantinople, WN Jani 


i i cellence Rifaat Pucha, que 
VOUS voudrez bien, M. le Baron, dire A son Excell nee aye 
ai vour Pettention plus edricuse au memorandum qu it a wr aux Repri 
tecteni des Cing Grandes Puissances relativement aux affaires duu ba 
SS Le rétablissement d'une paix solide et oo ee Se ones ne noo 
i Subli st objet des vooux de 
nt dans l’intérét de la Sublime Porte, mais iLest obj a 4 
jer Purssances Chretiennes., Les efforts que plusieurs ote les et nominds 
meat UAuteche et Ia Grande Bretagne, ont fits pour en assure le recouvretnent 
ct la tranquille possession & Sa Hautesse, sont encore en trop istehs gor 
pour avoir besoin d’étre rappelés. Ces efforts ne, laixsent [ aoe enue ta 
Poreté des. inteations qui KFetent tes conseils qu ‘elles continent offir a 
Divan Impérial, et qui ne tendeat pour ainsi dire qu’ consolider leur propee 
ouveage. Crest en partant de ce point de vue que je vous charge, M. le Haron, 
ne fant Pacha les observations suivantes 
de sou mtt poneas tes plus efcaces pour rendre aux Dubitans du Libaa 
Ja sécurité et le bonheur dont nous voudrions tous re Semone presto vane 
Joute m ue 1a question de Vitndemnité ; question nedue 
ote aoa os eran onnear au Gouvernement Otfona 
elle répond A ses vooux et aux nbtres. epige tie te soiree toe 
saires pour oser énoncer une opinion sur le ¢ : ent dt 
fixation n'a ne Itat de recherches les plas consciencie 
Stn ee fatetea tee ligux, je- dois tne Dorner a ren remette en toute 
vinfiance a Tequité et Ala eagesse qui ont sane doute guide’ In Sublime Porte 
dans les décisions quelle a jugé a propos de prendre & ect ézard. mat 
Tontefais je me permétrai de loi faite obverver que ta some de 14400 
bourses que les Drines—dedvetion fate des 2,600 qu'on lear doit—auraient & 
payer, est dga tellement minixne en proportion des een sMaecies ae 
Cpouillés par eux affirment avoir essuyées, que r i 
Ce a acts cme un ure 
an de désondres et de troubles. 1 fiudra done que Ja Sublime Porte snp 
de ondres peremptoires et dont la préision et In elareté ne Inissent un champ 
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ouvert & aucune interpétation abitrare 
Seffectuent le plus consciencis . 
seen ey necieusement 
fiance géné 
urques, afin que la plus grande séverité 
Pour recouvrer les objets reccés par les 
ippiéant en numéraire & 
eas. - 


ge ren Hep vif intérét au 
rene nr 
a Point, et qu’elk is i’ 

samen su J ate ema note Sai Pr en 


Pour ee fade it-el-K: 
ream Ge qu concerne Taninistration de Deitel-Kamar nous navons qua 


‘ont fait de nos avis. Vous 
que Vétabisement d'un 

prie de vouloir bien me faire 
direz en outre que In présence 
les fois qu'elle ne sera point impé- 
me paraitrait offrir les plus grands 


Noi a pas 66 conseillé par nous, et que je 
connaitre les motifs qui ont. provogud ; “vous hi 
‘les troupes Ottomanes dans te Liban, toutes 
Fiewrement néclamée par ls circonstances, 
inconvéniens, voir méme des dio, i 
me des dangers récls, car les vexations auxque 

habitans seajntinfliblemeat exposé de eur part ferent cao 
wtife de mécontentement, et rallumeraient peut-étre des. déso 
désirions aussi vivement a 2 ad rp pela 
desc que la Sublime Porte elle-méme de voir éteintes sane 


Vous tes aatorisé, M. i ifaat Pi 
cee Je Boron, i remettre A Rifaat Pacha une copie de la 


(Sint) STURMER. 


ls 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 16. 


M. de Buurqueney to M. Cor, 
Monsieur, 

jeu, Péra, 1 Janvier, 1844 
VOUS vous rendrez chez Riftat Pacha et vous feret A son Excellence | 
communication suivante, en sponse ‘au memoranduim adressé le 22 Décembre 

aux Représentans des Cours dA France =e 

tote = ntans des Cours d'Antrche, de France, de ta G 

La demande sinmultande des Cing Représentans qui eut liew a 
tenes deroier aval pour ut de preter le rglement des dea questions ears 
pendants deste dpe dans les afiires générales da Laban, latin d Pin- 
dlomnité due aux Maronites et Forgnnisation administrative de Deirel Kamar. 
soot Sublie Porte a satis nécowité de prendre une détermination quielle 
soumetanjourdhui notre examen, avant den rendre les dispositions exéu- 

Dans le systéme propos par Ia Sublime P i 
sccoriée aux Marnites srt S36 h 16,000 bourse, ‘De ee hiss cana 
trite I some A laquelle ot ié iis les néclamations des Drasen, 2,600 
reo id Seuss pr los Drusee seraent rests aux Maronites ‘tels 
es hiens serait soa tour retranchée de la sornme. de 13, 00 Sonne hare de 
Vindemnité Maronite, duction ite de celle des Druses, et Vexcédant serait 

a numérie par les Druses en diféens termes convenus entre les deux 


manque de données assez exactes, assez précises, pour exprimer une 


opinion positive sur le chiffre de I'indemnité accordée aux Maronit 
Ieuts pertes oot été grands, loars soulfrances ont overeat ‘diane; 
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mais clest Ja Porte qu'il appartient de vérifier par ées_agens, Jes maux dont 
lle nous propose aujourd’hus le reméde. 

‘En refusant d'engager ayjourd’bui ma responsabilité dans la fixation de V'in- 
demnité, en laissant i la Sublime Porte toute entitre celle qu'elle vient 
@assumer dans cette circonstance, je n’en fais pas moins des voux ardens 
pour qu'elle réussisse a faire accepter le réglement d'une question dont la solu 
tion ajournge retarde le rétablissement de Vordire moral dansla Montagne, le seul 
qui garantisse la durée de Vordre matériel. \ 

‘Mais je ne saurais trop en méme tems pénétrer Jes Ministres Ottomans de 
Pimportanee d'assurer par tous les moyens en leur pouvoir V'exécution sérieuse 
et vraic des mesures soumises en ce moment & mon examen et d celui de mes 
collégues; incomplites au premier apercu, elles deviendraient un veritable déni 
dde justice si dans la pratique les hommes qui. seront chargés de les appliquer ne 
recevaient pas Vordre, oti nec faisaient pas un devoir, de conserver au. moins 
intacte aux populations qu'l s’agit d'indemniser, les faibies et précaires avantages 
{qui leor sont alfectés, comme une transaction entre ce qui est juste et ce qui est 

ible. 

Posslgn procédant & Pexécution des _mesures annonoées, j'aime & penser que In 
Sublime Porte donnera aux Maronites la garantie d'ordonner estimation des 
biens quils ont perdus et qui sont encore dans les mains des Druses, sous 
la surveillance et le contrile d'un représentant choisi parmi eux: dans tous 
les cas elle se trouvera en contact plus immédiat avec les maux qu’elle se 
propose de guérir: si de ce contact naissait pour elle In certitude que le 
Prmeide est trop au-dessous du mal, elle trouverait eertainement eu elle, comme 
Gouvernement, et la volonté et le pouvoir de compléter un acte de répara- 
tion indispensable au oaintien du repos et & la consolidation de sa propre 
autorité. 

Crest avec une vive satisfaction que j'ai vu la Sublime Porte se rappro- 
cher des veux exprimés par Jes Représenitans des Cing Cours pour lorgani- 
sation administrative de Deir-el-Kamar. 

‘Le choix de officer qui commandera le corps de troupes, régulidres sta- 
tionnées dans In Montagne et qui exercera des fonctions arbitrales entre les 
Vehils désignés pour Vadministration mixte de Deir-el-Kamar, mérite de fixer 
tovte la sollicitude du Pacha Gouverneur, Il faut un homme ennemi de ta 
violence et inaccessible & la corruption. 

‘La réidence permanente d'un Naib & Deir-cl-Kamar soulive des objec- 
tions que In Porte devra peser dans sa haute sagesse: il ne stagit, en effet, 
que de pourvoir au cas de dissidence entre les Vékils Druse et Maronite: ce 
Unt lh les attributions déyolues a V'officier commandant; toute autre inter- 
position énerverait I'administration locale et indigéne, et la rendrait sans dignité 
‘comme fans puissance. 

La Sublime Porte a déj fait un pas de rapprochement trop marqué vers 
nos conseils sur Deirel-Kamar, pour mettre en doute son intention d'eff cer 
Jane le réglement de cette question jusqu'd In moindre trace de divergence 
entre elle et les Représentans des Cing Cours. 5 

‘Vous rappelerez, Monsieur, en terminant, & son. Excellence Rifaat Pacha, 
le vif et séricux intérét avec lequel les Grandes Puirsances Européennes ont 
suivi depuis dix-huit mois le développement des affaires du Liban = bumanité, 
Justice, Politique, tout se trouvait reuni dans les consels quelles wont ecssé 
Je faire entendre & la Sublime Porte ; cest sous empire des mémes principes 
Gus je vous charge aujourd'hui aupré deson Excellence Rifeat Pacha de It pré- 
cehte instruction Je vous autorise a en laisser copie dans ses mains, 

Recevez, Ke. 
(Signe) BOURQUENEY. 


—— 


Inclosure 3 in No. 16. 
M, Le Coq to M. Bosgiorich 


‘Monsieur, Péra, ce 11 Janvier, 1844. 
LA Sublime Porte m'a fait part & moi, comme A Messicurs les Repré. 


tans de la Grande Bretagne, de 'Autriche, de Js France et de la Russie, 
un memorandum du 22 Décembre —< relatif a V'affaire do Liban. 
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tes chargé, Monsieur, de yous rendre la Porte pour remere 
Rifaat Pacha de cette communication qui m’a offert beaucoup dintérét, et & 
laquelle vous répondrez de ma part de la manitre suivante. 

Je_m’empresserai de porter & Ia connaissance de ma Cour les mesures 

ue le Gouvernement de Sa. Hautesse se propose. d'adopter par rapport au 
an. 

Quant a Vindemnité que la Porte veut faire obtenir aux Maronites, le 
Cabinet da Roi apprendra sans doute avec une véritable satisfaction que cette 
demande Iégitime de la population Chrétienne du Liban a fait Yobjet d'un 
examen mir et attentif du Gouvernement Ottoman. Je ne posside pas des 
notions précises et authentiques. sur les. pertes que les Druses ont causées aux 
Maronites pendant les derniers troubles. Je laisse done Ia Porte & juger si en 
effet Ia somme de 14,000 bourses, surtout aprés la déduction de 2,600 bourses 
dindemnité accordé aux Druses, sutfira pour dédommager les Maronites de 
leurs pertes et pour assurer par Li le reposda pays. Dans tous les cas le montant 
de 13,400 bourses que la Porte recdnnait étre’effectivement di aux Maronites 
parait minime en proportion des évaluations faites antérieurement des indem- 
nités auxquelles ils auraient droit. La plas stricte Gquité semble done exiger 
que du moins ce montant de 13400 bourses soit réellement et. complétement 
fourni aux Maronites, soit en numéraire, soit par la restitution dobjets «qui lear ont 
4é enlevés par les Druseset qui existent encore en nature. Mais si de parcilles 
restitutions en nature doivent étre admises, les objets & restituer ne pourront 
évidemment étre mis en compte que d'aprés. une estimation de leur prix actuel, 
et avec Magrément d'un délégué de la population Maronite chargé con 

jointement avec les Commissaires duu Gouvernement Ottoman de surveller cette 
opération. 

Les arrangemens que Ia Porte compte faire pour régler le gouvernement 
local du Liban paraissent en général conformes aux idéex dont les Représentans 
des Cing Grandes Puissances lui ont fait part au mois de Septembre dernier. 
1s tdmoignent de sa sollicitade pour la conservation de Ia tranquillité et pour le 
bien-étre du pays. Un point cependant ne semble pas sufixamment motiv6, savoir, 
Iw nomination d'un Naib pour Deirel-Kamar, of ta justice sera rendue par 
doux Vékils, Yun Druse, Tautre Maronite, et 03, pour fe cas d'un contlit entre 
tes deux Vékis, Voticir commandant en chef interviendra comme médiateur et 
war-arbitre, 

Vous dtes autorisé de laisser une copie de cette instruction dans les mains 
de Rifaat Pacha, xi son Excellence vous en tétmoigne le désir, 

Recover, &e., 
(Bigné) LE COQ. 


Inclosare 4 in No. I 


M. de Titow to Prince Handjéry. 


(Communication contidentielle.) ed 


4J’AL pris connaissance du memorandum par lequel son Excellence Rifaat 
Pacha a bien voulu m’annoncer les mesures que la Sublime Porte se propose 
Wadopter relativement aux deux objets sur lesquels nous avions appelé son 
intérét au mois de Septembre dernier, comme importans pour affermir la paix 
et le repos du Mont Liban. Ces objets étaient lindemnité die aux Maronites 
par suite de Vagrestion et des pertes que leur avaient fait essuyer les Druses, et 
Je mode d’administration & établir dans Deir-el-Kamar. 

En exprimant 4 M. le Ministre des Atfaires Etrangtres mes remercimens de 
cette obligeante communication, je ervis répondre & In confiance de la Sublime 
Porte non moins qu'aux vues bienveillantes d2 ma Cour, en vous priant, mon 
Prince, d’exposer a Rifaat Pacha les réflexions suivantes au sujet des résolu- 
tions indiquées dans le memorandum. 

Notus manquons de données locales assez précises pour apprécier exacte- 
ment le chiffre auquel il est question de fixer les. indemuités ; mais exmme 
bette fixation repose sir les enquétes opérées dans le pays, j'aime a eroire que ta 
commission instituée dans ce but par Assaad Pacha s'est livrée & un examen 
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i impartial des prétentions, des titres et. des moyens respectifn. 
Declare puizqu‘on feconnait quione indemnite de 19,400 bourses revient de 
eine justice aux Maronites, aprés toutes les déductions et tous les accommo- 
ine. introduits en faveur des Druses, nous’ devons espérer que ces derniers 
seront obligés d’acquitter bien réellement cette valeur en numéraire ou en 
nature, Il est done essentiel que les objets ou prestations & fournir en nature 
ne puissent étre taxés et acceptés & compte de Ia dette qu’avee le concours du 
Katmacan Maronite ou de ses délécués. Tant mieux si l'on réussit & retrouver 
chez les Druses les objets pillés. Mais. pour éviter les retards et les confusions 
‘qui pourraient en naitre, il faudrait que cette recherche demeurit une affaire 
purement intérieure parmi cette peuplade, sins ralentir ni diminuer en. aucun 
fas la liquidation intégrale de la valeor adjugée & titre d’indewnité ear ce nest 
quaprés avoir effectivement payé celle-ci aux Marouites, que l'un pourra 
darder comme terminé vn litige dont In solution paisible intéresse vivement tons 
Tes amis de la Sublime Porte et de son autorité legitime sur'| ‘les Maronites comme 
pl ie ses concerne ‘administration de Deir-el-Kamar, le projet de hi 
Sublime Porte semble en géuéral Gtre conforne aux voeux. Goonces de notre 
. Mais il n'y était point question du Naib, et nous sommes dans une complite 
forance au sujet des sollicitations produites pour établir un pareit magistrat 
Tl ne me reste ainsi qu’d m’en roférer au message dont vous avez précedemment 
&é Vorgane, et A répéter le desir bien sincére de voir les montagnards du Liban 
Jouir des immunités qui leur oot été assures sous les auspices sonverainw de Sa 
Hautese. De la sorte, le préposé nommé par le Pacha de Saida.n'intervien- 
drait que lorsqu'il en est requis pour aplanir quelque différend partiel entre les 
deux populations. _D’une autre part, la conduite de ost otfiie, Salstanitee 
rT ‘une discipline rigoureuse dans la garnisot  aUBS 
Caran anaes aera indispensable, répondracnt aux besoinsde la sécurité 
publique sans donner lien i la moindre vexation. 
Persuadé que les Ministres de Sa Hautesse partageront pleinement cox 
veeux, je vos autoise, mon Pring, baie coy de la présente instruction 
Excel Pacha, 
entre ies mains de son Excellence Rifaat echt te 


No. 17. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 27.) 
: Foreign Office, February 20, 1844. 

VE received your Excellency's despatch No. 4 of the 17th of Jam 
oat result of the communications which had recently passed between 
the Representatives of the Five Powers and the Turkish Government, with the 
View of effecting a settlement of the points relating to the affairs of Syrin which 
Ta remained to be adjusted; and I have to nequaint you that Her Majesty”s 
Government approve of the course which has been adopted with regard to these 


bey. Tam, &e, 


(Signed) ABERDEEN, 
ie 
No. 18. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Strotford Canning 
(No. 43.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 184. 


SEIVED a short time ago through Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Pasie do maed peed from the Agent of the Maronites, Archbishop Murad, 
by which your Excellency will see that the Shebab family are still at work to 
bring about their reinstatement in the Government of Mount Lebanon. 
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L trust that my answer to the Archbishop, of which is inclosed, 
have the efect of deling any hopes HST my have eos emtettined at 
a is likely to be viewed with favour by the British Goverament ; 
sua your Eicelescy ast ‘observe from Lord Cee dareeieee a — 
is lnclone that the Maronite agent has not een more succesfl with the 
_ Lam, &s, 
(Signed) "ABERDEEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 18. 


Archbishop Murad to the Earl of Aberdeen. 


Excellence, 


[ Paris, le 28 Féorie 
VOTRE Excellence n'ignore pas carean 


names ; 
Litan et envoyé& Constantinople, ok fal ree penaat dict mole oss 8 
détendre la cause de mes nationaux > en juence j'agissais auprés de aoe 


sage Ambassades Stratford Cannii 
agua ur, Sir Stratford Canning, et des autres Représentans des Puis- 


le vous promets su nom de ma nation que si votre Gouvernement accorde 


sa protection pour le retour de cet i i 
i feeietin pose le retour tte famille, la reconnaissance de la famille et 


Nos paroles ne sont pas vaines 
i Nerteraeeaeaie comme celles des Druses 
@honneur. 


A ton arrivée & Paris, je n’ai pas manqué d'adresser des informations & son 


Jes ndtres sont 
fermes, nombreux et animés d’un veritable sentiment 


Excellence M. le Ministre ‘des Affaires 

‘tt ln gl exe entre x de paade sation” “Osea 

Je me resume : je suis absolument convaincu que si le Gouverne 
pepe ring. sollicite auprés de la Porte le Teabtieement “en ‘aml gat 
ote aom le Pete rcoomatn ie pols eis vlew de Ties ee 

a; q le t i ventic 
Cnet ar tae noeledapntion rend a ibn le eps, Tord 
bonheur que cette cantrée industricuse et soumise & des lois justes n’aurait 
jamais 40 perdre, protégée comme elle Vest et le dot ére par la. civilisation de 
te Sreae Fistaphe: irances continuelles de bienveillance émanées de l'invinci- 

A Je suis, &e., 
_ {Signé)'-N. MURAD, 

Archevéque de Laodicée, et Représentant de la Nation Maronite, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Petition from the Maronites. 


Supplique adressée au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique par ses bum- 
les serviteurs les chefs de Ia nation Maronite du Ment Liban, qui ne 
cessent nuit et jour d'adresser leurs vocux au ciel pour sa prospérité 


IL est représenté au Sublime Gouvernement de'Sa Majesté Britannique 
fat tyrannique et désolant qu'endurent tous les habitans Chrétiens du 

Mont Liban, particuliérement la nation Maronite, de 1a part des Gouverneurs 
actuels, doit iui étre notoire, suit par la voie publique que par nos diverses repré- 
sentations auprés des Consuls Britanniques daus la Syric Cet état des choses 
contraire aux principes pleins d’humavité et de miséricorde de votre s 
Yernement qui ne manque de répandre par tout le monde les bien 
et de Ia tranquillité, nous a fait espérer qu'un heureax changement 
ne tarderait de s'ensuivre ; mais nous trouvant jusqu'l présent privés dlaacun 
appai, et voyant que oppression et la tyrunnic se multiplient par toutes sortes 
ide moyens, nous nous déterminons de nous joindre en corps de nation pour vous 
‘supplier conjointement et avec les larmeés aux yeux de vouloir bien nows 
accorder votre puixsante wnidiation, moyeutnant laquelle nous puissions parvenit 
de nous affranchir de l'oppression et d’acquirir une nouvelle vie comme celle 
{que jadi nous avons joui, et que sans laquelle nous jurons tous et chacan 
de nous A part, que notre ‘existence est ety sera insipportable. Nous oxons 
done réclamer votre puissante médiation avec toute Vardeur de nos ecoure ui 
nous est dune extrdme urgence, et sans laquelle nous appréhendons des catns- 
trophes dont personne n’eo peut ealculer les consequences. 

TI nous est impossible de tracer les détails de tous les maux dont nous 
souffrons; nous nous. référons a notre vénérable compatriote, Monscigneur 
Nicolas Murad, Archevéque de Laodicée, qui aura Uhonnear de vous les 
muniquer. Eafin, nous concluons par vous supplier de vouloir bien intereéder 
pouraméliorer notre sort, en premier lieu par In restitution de nos institutions et 
Piles, et secondement par Je rétablissement dans le Gouvernement du Mont 

‘ban, de L’Emir Beshir El-Shehab, ou d’un de ses fils. Par ce moyen In 
paix et la prospérité renaitront dans ce pays. Au cas contraire nows vous assurons 
vee regret que la paix et la tranquillite seront pour toujours dissipés: c'est 
pourquoi nous recourons A votre miséricorde, O'1 Yous, puissant et magnani 
Gouvernement Britannique, ayez pitié de cette mall 
attend avec les bras ouverts cette insigne faveur, et en In I 
vous sccomplirez vos propres promesses envers elle, ces mx 
quelle avait entendu de la bouche de vos. illustres amiraux pendant leur 
SGour dans ces parages, qui lui assuraient un avenit heureux et prospire. 
Crest donc avec ect espoir que les soussigndés ne cesseront de vous dresser 
leurs supplications ot leurs priéres jusqu’s ce quis obtiennent Ne but désiné 

25 Novembre, 1843. 


ee 
Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Archbishop Murad. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1844, 


HER Majesty's Ambassador at Paris bas forwarded to me your letter of the 
‘2sth of February, with a petition from the Maronites to Her Majesty's Govern 
ment which was intrusted to your care. 

“The object of these communications appears to be to engage Her Majesty's 
Government to interpose with the Porte in order to secure the ascendancy of 
the Marunites over the other communities inhabiting Mount Lebanon, and to 
cause the supreme authority in. that district to be confided to the hands of a 
member of the family of Shehab, 

T have the bonour to state to you that Her Majesty's Government, havi 
fully considered the questions ae with the Government of Mount 
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Lebanon, arrived at the conclusion that the best if not the only chance of 
restoring tranquillity to that afflicted district, was to acquiesce in the arrange. 
ment which some little time ago was adopted for the administration of the 
Government of the several tribes under subjection to the paramount authority of 
the Porte. Her Majesty's Government have hitherto seen no reason to doubt 
that the course then determined upon was that which was best calculated to 
obviate the numerous difficulties by which the question of the future Govern- 
ment of Mount Lebanon was beset ; and they are persuaded that the most fatal 
policy which the Powers interested in the welfare of the inhabitants of that dis- 
trict could pursue, would be that of encouraging any expectation that the 
arrangement now laid down might be hereafter set aside. 

The interest which Her Majesty's Government feel in the inhabitants of 
Mount Lebanon extends to all alike, But if called upon to express a. prefer- 
ence, in consequence of the renewal of disturbance and civil war in the Lebanon, 
their feelings and their wishes would unquestionably be opposed to the success 
of that party, whichever it might be, which should have promoted a renewal of 
civil strife. 

Accordingly I have to state to you, in reply to your letter, and to request. 
you to announce to your constituents, that Her Majesty's Government are not 
prepared to counsel the Porte to disturb the arrangements now in force for the 
sdniinistration of the affairs of Mount Lebanon ; and that if the Maronites wish 
to retain the good will of England, and to have a claim upon her good offices in 
an hour of need, they can only attain that object by conducting themselves 
peaceably, and by striving to live in amity with their neighbours and in obedience 
to the lawful commands of the authorities of the Porte. 

You will doubtless consider that it is unnecessary, under existing circum. 
stances, that you should take the trouble of pursuing your journey to this 
country. 


Inclowure 4 in No. 18. 
Lord Cowley to the Earl of Aberdeen 


(No. 126.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 4, 1844, 

‘THE Maronite Archbishop of Laodicea came to Paris some weeks ago, and 
has had two or three conferences with M. Guizot. 

His object is to obtain from the Turkish Government through the influence 
of the Allies, the reinstatement in the Government of the Lebanon of one of the 
Shebab family in the person of the Emir Emin, 

‘The Archbishop called upon me a few days ago, and requested that I would 
forward the letter inclosed herewith to your Lordship, adding that he was ready 
to proceed to London if I thought his doing so could in any way contribute to 
the success of the mission with which he was charged. 

T consented to forward to your Lordship his letter, but discouraged bis 
going to London, and if he had any such intention he has abandoned it. 

1 have since received a letter from him. a copy of which I inclose, with a 
petition addressed to Her Majesty's Government by the Maronites. 

M, Guizot has promised to write to M. de Bourqueney on the subject of 
his application, but be has not held out to him any expectation that it will be 
successful at Constantinople. I believe that he (M. Guizot) has instructed M. 
de Ste. Aulaire to confer with your Lordship upon this subject. 

T have, &c., 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


a 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 18. 
Archbishop Murad to Lord Cowley. 


Excellence, Paris, 9 Février, 1844. 
: i i iti le 

JE viens de recevoir de Syrie une lettre, avec la pétition ci-incluse pour 
Gouvernement de la Reine; jai Thonnear de prier votre Excellence de voulois 
bien la transmettre 4 son Gouvernement. Les Maronites supplient le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté de vouloir les protéger, ils lui rappellent ses engagemens 
précédens et demandent qu’on fasse cesser I'anarchie et oppression qui pesent 
far les malheureux habitans de la Montagne en leur rendant la famille Shebab, _ 
Taurais envoyé A votre Excellence la copie textuelle de cette pidee si je 

favais pas été pressé par le temps. f 

ear Pefmetter, mon Excellence, de recommander de nouveau mes compatriotes 


i i , Be. 
2 votre bienveillance, et digner agréer, Be. nara: 


Archevéque de Laodieée, et Repréventant de la Nation Maronite. 


No, 19. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning, 


No. 68, 
ee ; Foreign Office, April 30, 1844. 


11 srence to my despatch No. 43 of the 19th of Mareb, I have to 
eas er oe that [ bave since received a further Jeter from the 


‘Keent of the Maronites, Archbishop Murad, of which I inclose a copy for 


Excellency's information, together with a copy of my reply; and in con- 
Peetity with what is sated in hat letter, Ihave to request that your Excellency 
will farnish me with a report upon the several allegations contained in Arch- 


bishop Murad’s letter aoa 


(Signed) ABERDEEN 


Inclosure 1 in No, 19% 
Archbishop Murad to the Earl of Aberdeen. 


Excellence Paris, \0 Aeril, 1844, 
"s Ja lettre que votre Excellence m'a fait 'honneur de m'éerire en 
dare 210 Mars, 1844," Papprends avec douleur que la Grane Bretagne sem- 
Werait nbandouner actucliement la question du Gouvernement du Liban, 
croyant que les mesures prises jusqu‘ici sont suffisantes pour Te bien commun de 
ee seer cas pas comment on pourrait obtenir ee bien en les Iaissant livres & 
anarchie dar In Montagne. f 
: ce satan ie ‘Kalnecsios ‘seuls qui commandent au Liban, ce n'est pas 
on plus le chef Ture qui a recu dernitrement Pautorité sur Deir-el-Kamar, 
Gusida'aux termes du Traité du 7 Décembre, 1842, il ne dit pas avoir cette 
‘Mtorté. “Tous ceux qui sont forts et audacieux commandent : les plus riches 
achatent la justice pour de Pargent, tandis que Te. peuple soulfic et sa aucune 
sGrete pour sa vie, sa propriété, et son honneur, C'est une ruine pour le Mont 
Liban, pour les Chrétiens, ct pour les Druses eux-mémes. Cex derniers se sont 
bien convaincus qu’ils ne peuvent pas vivre dans ce désordre, et les deux nations, 
moins quelques mauvais esprits, réclament hautement le retour de Ia famille 
Shehab ‘Lexpérience a fait connaitre & tous que sunt cette famille on 
n'arrivera pas & la paix désirée. 
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Je crains que la vérité sur l'état des choses dans le Liban ne soit pas par- 
venue it votre Excellence. Peut-étre est-il des gens intéressés faire croire 
que les mesures adoptées sont efficaces et tendent arétablir la concorde. Il n'est 
pas ai 

Les Maronites désirent conserver la bienveillance de I’Angleterre au prix 
de tous es sacrifices, comme ils ont fait en 1840. Votre Excellence peut s'in- 
former aupris de l'Amiral Napier de la conduite loyale des Maronites & Vézard 
de Vintervention des Anglais. Les Druses alors (il faut que votre Excellence 
Sen souvienne) étaient attachés au parti contraire. Nous espérions, comme 

‘ols espérons toujours, que nous sérons heureux par ta protection de la Grande 
Bretagne qui nous a été garantie. A la fin de sa lettre, votre Excellence an- 
once avec bonté que si les Maronites se conduisent pacifiquement, et démon- 
trent la nécessité d'un appui, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique ne 
les abandonnera pas 

Nous acceptons ces gracieuses paroles de votre Excellence. Tout le monde 
connait que nous sommes pacifiques depuis quatre ans dans ces malbeureuses 

Giteonstances, et que nous nous sommes fié aux promesses des Cabinets 
Européens, et particulitrement & l'Angleterre. Quant & la nécessité dont parle 
votre Excellence, jamais il n’en a existe, et il ne peut exister une nécessité plus 
forte que celle d’aujourd'hui 

En conséquence nous recourons nouvellement & Ia bienveillance du Gou- 
vernement Britannique. Nous le prions de considérer état déplorable du Mont 

Liban, et de lui rendre son ancienne situation, sans laquelle je Vai dit et je le 
répéterai sans cesse, on n’obtiendra jamais ce que souhaitent sans douteles 
médiateurs; et. ainsi, Excellence, devant Dieu et devant les hommes, vous 
aurez accompli les nobles devoirs d’une Grande Puissance. 

Je suis, &e., 
(Signé) N. MURAD, 
Archevéque de Laodieée, et Repréventant de la Nation Maronite. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 19, 


Note dex faite arrives aprés la nomination dans te Mont Liban, de dewe Kaima- 
cams, Un Maronite et autre Druse, dans Vannce 1842, et installds le 
Ver Janvier, 1843. 


QUANT & Vanarchie, elle régne librement dans le Mont Liban et elle ext 
la source des revenus du Pacha et de ses subontonnés. Les homicides, les 
pillages continuent. Un homme seul ne peut pas se mettre en voyage pour 
aller A la distance d'une heure, sans tre aceompagné de quelques autres 
hommes armés, 

On rencontre souvent des morts assassings dans les chemins, méme A un 
quart d'heare, 4 une demi-heure et une heare de distance de Beyrout. On 
réclamait auprés des Kaimacams et ils répondaient qu’ils n'y pouvaient rien ; on 
allait chez. le Pacha pour obtenir justice, et il répondait “ Cela ne fait rien.” 

Les familles Gabaischi et Dahdah sont en continuelles querelles et prites 
se tuer une l'autre. Dgj il a péri quatre personnes de la fauille Gabaischi 
¢t une de la famille Dahdah ; elles sont toujours armées et prétes 4 se détruire 
Les populations entie elles souffrent beaucoup de ces violences. Elles ont 
réclamé auprés du Kaimacam pour qu'il pat remettre la paix et la tranquillité, 
et lui a encore répondu qu’ll ne pouvait rien faire, parceque le Pacha ne yout 
pas que l'on rétablisse-Ia concorde dans.le Mont Liban. 

Aprés los conventions précédentes datées de 141, le Liban devait payer & 
la Porte 1200 bourses comme tribut, et 2,300 bourses au Gouvernement dr 
Mont Liban, & tous les emplosés, aux’ tribunaux, &e. Le Pacha s'est emparé 
de toutes ces sommes par ordre de la Porte, et avec ce produit il a paye les 
Kaimacams, afin qu'ils soient les instrumens de ses ordres et-de ses volontes. 
‘Chaque fois qu’ils veulent faire lear devoir il leur montre dela défiance et les 
meoace d'une destitution, 

Le Pacha s'est encore emparé des rentes communales qui servaient pour le 
bien public, obligeant le Kaimacam Maronite 4 payer pour les remplacer 108,000 
Piastres. ‘Tout cela est contraire au Traité de 1861. 
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Parmi les Druses eux-mémes il y a aussi de Vanarchie: ils. se sont entre- 
‘tnés demnidrement dans un village, et il en est mort trois et. beaucoup sont 
bblessés, Les paysans qui travaillent & la terre sont obligés d'avoir le fusil & cote 
& "Gal Bey commandait Jes troupes & Deir-cl-Kamar, et les derniers jours de 
Décembee 1843 il suscita d’abord uve querelle entre les Druses et Jes Chiétiens, 
fet ensuite il ordonna que l'on pillit et que Y'on saceageat les Chrétiens il y eut 

yueoup de blessés, sha: ‘ 
de io cele dos pontitionseoncloes 4 Constantinople Ie 7 Dcembre, 1842, 
il ait stipalé que Von retirerait tous les Albonais de.la Syrc, ot ela n'a pas et6 
exécaté. Tous les jours on en voit en Svrie et particulidrement 4 Beyrout. 
Leur chef s‘appelle Habss, et & Beyrout il a autant d'infiuence que le Pacha. 
Le 8 Février les Albanais sont entrés dans le Mont Liban avec les autres 
troupes ‘Turques, et certainement ils auront commis d'autres excts. Le Pacha 
de Beyrout a pris par le moyen du Kaimacam, duns la Province du Kesrouan, 
60,000 piastres avant de faire exécuter Vordre de Constantinople qui assurait 
que cette province ne payerait pas d'impdts pendant trois ans, en dédomma- 
igement de co quielle avait souffert en 1840. Ilen est résulté qu’ l'occasion de 
Epaicment, plasicurs individus de la famille Casono se sont mis en division 
et en désaccord. Une partie de cette famille aveo ses cliens a fait une insur- 
fection et excitait le peuple & se réunir pour se révolter contre le Kafmacam ot 
Te Packa ct il n'y a pon eu peu de dommages pour ette province. | Chaque 
membre de cette famille Caseno suit un parti diffdrent, et le Pacha se rijouit de 


livision. 
ce irom ent & Constantinople, avec le consentement des Ambassndeury 


Ja Porte, en opposition an ‘Traité de 1842, 0 nommé un chef ‘un 


du Liban. 

queoce, Is protection de Enrope a canny Mont Lian Je haine 

charndo des Tures, une ruine telle qu'il faudra plus de cont ans pour recouvrer 
acharnde des Tures, une ruil r ans pon recoayn 

Liban, Ia destruction des priviliges sécul tee sous & beau 

coup de chefs, canemis les uns dox autres. ‘ ; 

? Netucloment votre ‘ de es fit give 

nt qu'une faible partic des exets commis, kt trang Haba, 

Saura sur quelles raisons les Puimances pourront ®'appayer pour faire rendre ny 

Liban une situation qu’il regrette avec tant de douleur, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 19. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Archbishop Murad. 


Sir, Poredgn Office, April 27, 1844, 
— vE ede ci our Ne 0 10th 
LHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10 
instant, in which you again urge Her Majesty's Government to conttitute to the 
reinstatement of the Shebab family in the Government of Mount Labanon ; atid 
T have to acquaint you that 1 propose to call upon Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople and Her Majesty's Conmul-General in Syria, for a report upon 
ious allegations which your letter contains. 
ime "Under the cieauomanecs tis annecesary that should on this oceavon 
eater into an examination of those allezations ; and I will only observe that the 
construction which you have placed upon the iatter part of my letter of the 19th 
‘of March is erroncous, and that Her Majesty's Government are by no tneans 
prepared to enter into any such engazement as that which, doubtless from the 
Incorrectness of the translation which has been placed before you, your letter 
attributes to them, 


Lam, &., 
(Signed) "ABERDEEN. 








38 


No. 20. 


Petition from the Maronites to the British Government. 


Pétition adressée au tris Puissant et trés Glorieux Gouvernement Britannique, 
que Dieu garde sous sa protection. 

NOUS, vos humbles serviteurs, Chrétiens du Mont Liban, nous osons élever 
la voix pour exprimer l'état souffrant et tyrannique sous lequel nous gémissons 
depuis si long temps de la part des Druses, au point que le désespoir est & son 
comble, et que In vie nous ext iosupportable.  Ceux entre nous. qui babitent 
parmi cux et dans lears voisinages ont eu les premiers & essuyer toutes leurs 
ft cruautGs; oe masous incendides, nos biens volés, nous fOmes obighe, la 
plupart d'entre nous, de chercher un refuge loin de notre pays; en vain nous 
avons réclainé pour la restitution de nos biens, en vain nous avons imploré 
pour Ia nomination d'un Gouverneur Chrétien, mais toutes nos attentes ont été 
frustrées, et malgré que nous cdmes dans le temps de bonnes promesses de la 
part de la Sublime Porte, il ne nous a été fait aucune justice, au contraire, 
par un ordre émané du Pacha de Saida il est enjoint & tous les Chrétiens 
habitant le pays Druse et ses dépendances, de se soumettre sous le joug des 
Druses, c'est A dire de ceux méme qui ont sucé notre sang, ravi Phonneur 
de nos vierges ; qui ont enlevé nos biens, incendié nos maisons et os éélises, 
foulé aux pieds la Sainte Croix et nos plus sacrés reliques, en usant les vétemens 
sacerdotavx Ades parures de leurs femmes. Grand Diew! qui pourrait subsister 
sous une pareille tyrannie et sous Ia terreur de voir renouveler chaque jour 
ter atrocitda? - Nos Plantes et noe g6eaiesemens n'out pt faire exciter fla pti 
Je cur du Gouvernement de la Sublime Porte envers ses sujets les plus 
fiddles et les plus dévoués ; en conséquence c'est maintenant vers le puissant et 
miséricordieux Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique que nous tournons 
‘hos yeux avee un coeur déchiré et abattu, pour implorer sa puissante protection ; 
‘uous Jui adressons conséquemment cette pétition par Pentremise de son Erninence 
VArchevéque Nicolas Murad, notre délégué et procureur-genéral de Ia nation 
Chrétienne du Mont Liban, homme vertueux et digne de notre confance; si par 
lune insigne faveur vous voudriez Iui accorder une entrevue, il pourrait mieux 
vous expliquer de vive voix nos souffrances et nos tribulations, espirant qu'il 
vous excitera ala pitié pour que vous fassiez de manitre & faire rentrer au 
Gouvernement la famille Shehab en y plagant ln téte I'Emir Bechir ou son 
fils Emir Emin, car & défaut de ces deux personnages il est prouvé qu'il est 
impossible pour nous de vivre plus longtemps dans ces pays, ainsi que vous le 
comprendrez mieux par notre susdit délégué, 

Crest enfin a votre Sublime Gouvernement, c'est & vos coours généreux 
dont tout le monde vante la magnanimité et la miséricorde, auxquels nous en 
appelons ; prosternés devant vous, ‘nous vous supplions d'avoir pitié de nos 
malheurs, et qu’en prétant une oreille attentive A tout ce que notre délégué vous 
communiquera, vous voudriez faire de maniére & nous sauver des mains de nos 
‘ennemis Jes Druses, d’en obtenir les indemnités de nos effets vole, et d'acquérir 
finalement nos anciens gouverneurs les Shebabs, et par ce moyen de pouvoir 
jouir paix et tranquillité, et de prier et faire des voeux continuels au ciel pour 
la prospérité et le bonheur de votre glorieux empi 

Donné le 11 Mars, 1844, 

Vos Servitears, ‘Vos Serviteurs, 
(Sign) Les habitans Chrétiens —_(Signé) 

du Mont Liban, ‘Les Chefs de la Maison Elheire. 
Les Chefs de la Maison El Daher. 
Les Chefs de la Maison Elvusud. 
Les Chefs de la Maison Eldadab. 
Les Chefs de la Maison Hassan, 
‘Les Chefs de la Maison Haren. 
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No. 21. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen —(Received May 22.) 


(No. 82.) : 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 2, 1844. 

‘THE accounts which I have lately received from Colonel Rose, of the state 
of sya ‘are far from satisfactory. In speaking of Namik Pasha and the camp 
‘of 25,000 men which he was endeavouring to form near Aleppo, Colonel Rose 

" that iy concentrating the regular troops Aispeaed 

Syria, the Pasha will expose Jerusalem, Damascus, and the other cities, to 
errr lldanser of disturbance, and that in such a state of things there is lite 
prospect of our seeing tranquillity confirmed in Mount Lebanon, and the Porte’s 
Eecision as to the remaining points at issue sincerely carried into effect. 

With respect to the military operations I am inclined to think that Colonel 


Rose's suzgestions will not be entirely overlooked ; but as to what concerns the 


Mount Lebanon, I observe a degree of indifference which docs not 
ty fOr the {ature welfare of the Mountain; and the conference which 1 
held upon this subject with my colleagues of Austria, France, Prussia, and 
Russia, some days azo, has hitherto produced no positive result in consequence 
‘of the Porte’s allegation that no advices corresponding to those transmitted by 
the Consuls had beco yet received from Assad Pasha, 

ave, Se, 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


ee 
No, 22. 


‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 
(No. 79.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1844. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 68, of the 30th of April, I inclose for 
your Beecleney Tafortntion copies of two further letters which I have received 
from Archbishop Murad, with translations of the petitions from the Maronites 
inclosed therein, and a copy of a letter which I have written to the Archbishop 


in reply to his letter of the th instant. ce 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
SS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 22. 


Archbishop Murad to the Earl of Aberdeen. 


Milord, Paris, le 4 Mai, 1844. 

‘JE remercie votre Excellence des bonnes intentions qu’elle a manifestées 
en faveur des Maronites, qui espirent tout de sa sollicitude ot de son humanite. 
Tle ne peuvent croire que votre Excellence ne fasse pas tout ce qui est dans 
Vintérét de leur nation ot ne veuille pas le rétablissement de Vancien ordre de 
cchoses qui seal rendra la tranguillité au Liban, J'envoie & votre Excellence 
tune supplique des principaux habitans du Liban, en la priant de la prendre en 


‘consi J'ai Phonneur, Ke. 
eT reas (Signé) +N. MURAD, 


Archevdque Maronite de Laodicée. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 
Petition from the Maronites to the Earl of Aberdeen. 


Excellence, 


NOUS avons dg envoyé en dernier liew, une autre supplique en date du 
11 Mars au Gouvernement dé Sa Majesté Britannique, par le-moyen de notre 
spécial délégué, Monseigneur Nicolas Murad, jue de Laodicée, dans 
laquelle nous avons cxposé assez nos dolances. La Porte voulant nous sou- 
mettre en partic aux Druses, nous n’accepterons jamais devant aucun danger 
tune parcille condition et nous résisterons jusqu’d la mort. Cela est contre 
‘ature et contre toutes les lois du monde. Diabord ce sont des gens sauvages 
qui ne eroient pas en Dieu. Ce sont eux qui ont siccagé nos couvens, nos 
Splines, non ainons, et le ont utitrement brlés ils oot maseré nos prétres, 
nos religieux, nos religicuses ; ils ont méprisé notre religion et porté par dérision 
les ornemens du cle et lex Calica, Et oe hommes seraent nos ches!" Nos 
pourrions les accepter pour tels! Peut-on confier Vagneau au loup? Ce qui 
Tous lease aussi au dernee point, ces la partalté cachée d'abord du Colosel 
Rose en faveur des Druses et quill a actuellement déclarée publiquement : ila 
tout fait aupr’s du Pacha pour nous contraindre & nous soumetire, et 

gpl ne cescrait d'employer tous le moyens pour nous oblige & subir ee joug. 
Ha parlé ainsi: “ puisque vous dtes ruinés et massacrés, vous devez vous 
soumettre aux Druses.” Nous avons trouvé cela trange ; parceque d'une 
fet ou eroyons que le Gouvernement Britannique est uni aux quatre autres 
Puissances pour protéger les Chrétiens et rétablir la paix et lear rendre leurs 
Privilges et d'une autre part nous trouvons que votre Consul, le Colonel 
Rove, étudie les moyens de nous ruiner et ne suit que les impulsions de son 
caractire farieux et de ses inclinations pour les Druses. 

‘Nous pouvons vous assurer que ce Consul, au lieu de faire hooncur i sa 
Cour, ne fait que le contraire par st conduite. Si votre Excellence connaissait 
cette conduite, qui n'est bonne ni devant Dicu ni devant les hommes, elle ne 
serait pas satisfute ; il s'est aliéné Je ewur da peuple par cette conduite qui 
« diminué l'amour qu'ils professaient pour l'Angleterre. Nous avons voulu vous 
signaler oes faits. Nous prions votre elémence et votre bonté d’ordonner au 
Colonel Rose de cesser une fois de nous persécuter, et en méme temps nous vous 
conjuros ardemment d'accomplir les promesses qui nous ont été faites par vos 
gens MM, Napier et Wood, et de rendre au Liban Ja famille de Shehab, sans 
laquelle il n'y aura de repos au Liban, ni pour nous, ni pour les Drusts, ni 
pour personne. Nous avons confiance dans votre humanité. Votre nom’ est 
publiquemeat honoré A ease de vos qualités et de votre esprit de justice et de 
vos tolens si reniommés. 

Dans cette espérance nous ne cesserons d’adresser des pridres & Diew pour 
votre conservation et pour qu'il vous accorde tout le bonheur que vous pouvez 
désirer. 

Les Chefe Diputes des Chréviens du Liban. 
{Suivent 289 Empreintes des Cachets des principaux Chrétens,) 
3 Abril, 1344. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 22, 


Archbishop Murad to the Earl of Aberdeen 


Excellence, Paris, ce 9 Mai, 1844, 

APRES avoir expédié ta lettre que j'ai eu I'honneur de vous éerire en 
date du 4 courant, fai regu avec grand plaisir celle de votre Excellence du 27 
Avril. _J'y ai va, que votre Excellence veut prendre des renseignemens aupris 
de son Excellence I Ambassadeur d’Angleterre A Constantinople et de Monsieur 
le Consul-Général de Sa Majesté Britannique en Syrie, relativement aux diverses 
assertions que j'ai eu Phonneur de vous présenter. 

Cette résolution prise par votre Excellence me comble de joie, parceque 
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ce que j'ai dévoilé & votre Excellence non seulement est vrai, mais n'est que Ia 
centidme partie des faits, Actuellement je vais me permettre de vous adresser 


fie obser _ 
Yabord il m’est douloureax de parler contre mon ami intime tel que 
Monsieur le Colonel Rose, mais les. nouvelles que j'ai recues récemment du 
Liban annoncent que la conduite de Mr. Rose dans les divers. événemens 
récens a été bien contraire aux intéréts des Chrétiens du Mont Liban, ainsi que 
votre Excellence apprendra par la supplique ci-jointe, qui lui est directement 
adressée. py 
Diapras ces faits je doute que le Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique fasse 
un rapport conforme ati mien. wey ws 
consequence je laisse & votre bienveillance et sagesse d'agit comme Dieu 
Vinspirera, parce que je me confie en votre conscience, en votre humanité, et 
je ne doute pas que par votre moyen le Liban n’obtienne ancien établissement 
des choses. "Ce sera le repos du Liban et Ieterme des ennuis que nous causons 
8 votre Excellence. 
J'ai Phonneur, &c., 
Sign) NO MURAD, 
Archevéque de Laodicée, Représentant de lo Nation Maronite 


Inclosure 4 in No. 22. 
Petition from the Maronites (o the Barl of Aberdeen, 


‘A Son Excellence Je Ministre des Affaires Etrangtres du Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté Britannique, que Dieu protige. 

NOUS efimes l'honncur d’adresser a votre Excellence, et par Ventremise 
de notre procureur Monseigneur I'Evéque Nicolis Mourad, diverses requétes 
dont la dernidre en date da 11 Mars dernier, par lesquelles nous avons exposé 
état le plus critique et le plus désespéré sous lequel nous gémissons, cause 
de 1a résolution de la Sublime Porte qui insiste A nous assujétir sous 1a domina- 
tion des Druses, chose impossible et contraire A notre nature et i nos lois, pré- 
férant la mort plutdt que de tomber sous wn tel esclavage; et comment pourrions 
nous étre gouvernés par un peuple idolitre qui nie I'existence de Diew et qui 
nous a accablé par le fer et le feu, en nous ruinant de fond en comble, sans avoir 

nos églises, nos couvens, et nos maisons ; ec serait enfin comme si lon 
proposait le loup au gouvernement des brebis ; mais ce qui nous afflige d'autant 
plus c'est de voir que votre Consul a Beyrout, le Colonel Rose, prend une part 
active en faveur des Druses ; avant quelque temps il agisiait en secret, tandis que 
maintenant il s'est déclaré ouvertement, en faisint tout son possible de-concert 
favee Je Pacha afin de nous y contraindre. Ii.a juré devant tout le monde qu’it 
stera dans son projet aussi Jongtemps qu'il scraen vie, et envers nous-mémes 
Hi s'est adressé avec ces propres paroles, '" N'importe si vous vous ruivez ou 
méme si vous ayez & souffrir Ia mort, il faudra en tout cis que vous vous sou- 
mettiez sous les Druses.” 

Ge cruel procédé de Ix part du Colonel Rose nous étonne infiniment, car 
dun cbté nous voyons que votre Sublime Gouvernement a été l'instigateut dex 
‘zutres Quatre Puissances pour prendre ensemble sous leur protection les Chrétiens 
du Mont Liban en leur faisant restituer leurs priviléges et leur tranquillité, et 
de l'autre cSté nous voyons que contre cet esprit de bienfaisance et (Phumanité le 
Colonel Rose agit avec un sele infatigable et par tous Jes moyens possibles pour 
nous porter le dernier coup et nous ruiner de fond en comble 

‘Nous assurons votre Excellence que cet homme agit contre "honneur et les 
intéréts du nom Britanuique, et si votre Excellence connaissait tous ses procédés 
‘quisont contraires ila loi divine et buniaine, elle ne les approuverait pas; en outre 
ii serait In cause du refroidissement de cet amour ardent et de cet attachement que 
tous les Chrétiens de la Syric ont toujours en envers votre sublime Gouverne- 
‘ment ous nissons en recourant sous Pégide de votre Excellence pour la supplier 
de nous donner une main secourable, et d’ordonner au Colonel Rose qu'il 
fame cea ses persécutions contre nous, Nous vous imporoas dove de (cher 
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promis dans le tem} 

ables Napier et 

rétablisse : c'est enfin, apy cette 
Insigue faveur, est vers elle que nous étendons nos mains suppliantes afin 
{qu'elle aye pitié de nous et qu'elle noos rende la paix et la tranquillité, et nous 
i ceaserons jamais dadresser nos vorux au ciel pour son bonheur et s2 pros- 


périté. 
Signé) Les Chrétiens du Mont Liban. 
Le 3 Avril, 1844. 


SS 


Inclosure 5 in No. 22. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Archbishop Murad. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Moy 18, 1844. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 4th of May, inclosing a petition 
dated the of Apel, ftom the Christians of Mount Levenon. sions itd 

T have read with sentiments whieh I will not describe, the calumnious and 
unworthy statements set forth in that petition against a servant of the British 
Government, whose conduct has in every respect entitled him to their fullest 
approbation : and I grieve that you, Sir, calling yourself the intimate friend of 
Colonel Rose, should have allowed yourself to be the channel of such state- 
ments, 

Tt is my intention to transmit the original of that petition to Colonel Rose, 
in order that he may be made acquainted. with the names of the parties who 
have prenumed to address to Her Majesty's Government such base and ungrate- 
fal insinuations against b 

Christians of Mount Lebanon are much mistaken if they suppose that 
by the adoption of such a course they can shake the confidence which Her 
Majesty's Government justly repose ina public servant whose conduct is in 
their opinion without reproach, or that they can coneiliate the good will of Her 
Majesty's Government to a cause which itis sought to support by such unworthy 
means. 

Tier Majesty's Government have no desire that one party rather than 
another should agquire ascendancy in Mount Lebanon ; but that party, whichever 
ittmay bo, which shall eck to perpetuate civil strife and set at nougbt the 
commands of its lawful Savercign and the wishes and desires of the Powers of 
Burope for the peace and. tranquillity of the Lebanon, will always be discoun- 
tenanced by the British Governinent. 

Lam, &., 
(Signed) "ABERDEEN. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen. —(Received June 24.) 
(No. 110) 


My Lord, Constantinople, May 31, 1844 

1 OBSERVE with much concern that the affairs of Mount Lebanon are 
far from settling down into a state of permanent and wholesome tranquillity 
The Druses are unwilling, it may be unable, to pay the amount of indemnity 
imposed upon them. ‘The Maronites complain of being called upon to leave 
any considerable part of their population under the authority of a Druse 
Governor. The adherents of the Shehab family and the Roman Catholic 
clergy look with repugnance on an arrangement which excludes from power 
the line of their ancient Princes. The Turkish authorities may be fairly sus- 
pected of ‘with indulgence the failure of a plan which by its success 
would set the seal upon their discomfitare. ‘The regrets, the intrigues, the 
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damours of individuals prejudiced in their interest or disappointed in their 
Gmbition, augment the resistance proceeding from those sources of difficulty ; 
Sod neither on the spot nor at the seat of Government, is. the influence of the 
Five Powers directed with union and energy to the accomplishment of an object 
adopted by common consent. 

Tf a natural feeling of delicacy restrained those Powers from entering into 
the details of execution when they proposed a plan of settlement, it was not to 
be expected that their Representatives would presume to supersede by a decided 
opinion of their own, whatever might be prescribed by legitimate authority or 
Supported by local ‘experience. Unfortunately. the, resources of legitimate 
Attkority and of local experience have hitherto proved unequal to the occasion. 
‘The Pasha was not prepared toincur responsibility, and the fonsuls, after much 
indecision and difference of opinion, have referred. to Constantinople for instruc- 


‘This general outline of the state of affairs in Lebanon may be easily filled 
up by details collected from the correspondence ‘of Her Majesty's Consul- 
General in Syria. But as Colonel Rose corresponds directly with the Foreign 
Office as well as with this Embassy, it may suffice for me to remind your 
Lordship of the principal points round which the opponents of the suspended 
arrangement respectively unite. ‘They are only: three in number, “The local 
Sdininestration of Deir-el-Kamar ; the indemnity chargeable on the Druses ; 
thd the Mookatas or districts of mixed population situated within the Govern- 
ment of the Druse Kaimacam. 

tis not to be denied that considerable difficulties attend the solution of 
these questions. Deir-cl-Kamar cannot be made over entirely to either party 
Trithout some degree of injustice and-a risk of eventual collision, “The expe- 
Giont of dividing its Government between both parties according to the popula- 
tion, is at best complicated and inconvenient. The amount of indemnity to be 
wetised upon the Druses appears to be heavy on the payers. without being just 
to the elaimnants, Tn the Druse Mookatas a large Christian population requires 
to be placed under the Maronite Kaimacam, although the property of the soil is 
almost exclusively Druse. 

With respect to the division of the country by a geographical or by 
sectarian line, it was understood from the beginning, that amidst dificulties the 
eat were attached to the adoption of the former principle. The only. plau- 
sible reason for departing from that agreement would. seem to be the objection 
‘whieh regards the Maronite labourers in the Druse Mookatas 

"The reports of the several Consuls in Syria, reached Constantinople long 
before Rifant Pasha acknowledged the receipt of despatches from the Governor 
of Sidon. It was in iguorance of Assaad Pasha's optnion, as stated by hi 
to the Porte, that I attended a meeting of my colleagues at the Internur 
louse, We all acknowledged, however, that the state of affdirs ia, Mount 
Lebanon was 40 precarious as to require our immediate attention, and in this 

vmow 1 did not hesitate to propose that after ascertaining the sentiments 
Betthe Turkish Cabinet, we should join with it in employing the full weight of 
Sur moral force to carry into effect, with such modifi as might help to 
facilitate their acceptance, the supplementary measures already adopted by the 
Porte. 

“The: modifications to which T particularly alluded are those suggested by 
Colonel Rose as securities for the Maronite inhabitants of the mixed distrits. 
On further examination others might perhaps be found. 

“The French Ambassador took a different view of the subject. His Excel 
Jeney was pleased to despair of the possiility of carrying into execution, with 
tat hazarding a great effosion of blood, that plan which had. been deliberately 

ed by the Porte on the recommendation of the five principal Cabinets of 
Europe. He referred to the declarations made in presence of Assaad Pasha by 
the everal parties in Mount Lebanon, and to the opinion avowed by the Pasha 
himself. He declared his inability to take part in any fresh endeavour to 
vnain the acceptance of the existing arrangement, and proposed that we should 
Qullow his example by referring to our respective Courts for a re-consideration of 
the whole subject, founded on the necessity of adopting a new and more prac 
ticable arrangement. ‘ 

“The. Internuncio followed in the same line, and not only declined to take 
part in any combination for overcoming the seruples of the dissentient parties in 
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ia, but declared that the late advices from Beyrout only confirmed the 
original conviction of his Government ; and in proof of this assertion he read aloud 
fan old instruction from Prince Metternich, protesting, in the very moment of 
acceptance, agninst the arrangement recommended by the Five Powers and, as 
Thad always understood, originally suggested by that Minister himself. 

It thus becomes evident to the most careless observation that the Repre- 
sentatives of France and Austria, acting probably in concert, had joined their 
colleagues with a pre-determined resolution to treat the arrangement of 1842 as 
a thing condemned and east aside; nor can it be doubted that their object in so 
treating it ix to obtain room for the re-establishment of a single Maronite Chief 
over the whole of Mount Lebanon, and to select that chief, as before, from the 
discarded fa of the Shehabs. 

Your Lordship need not be reminded that such was the form of adminis- 
tration originally contemplated, but what was doubtful even then has not been 
made clear of difficulty since. ‘The effect of intervening incidents cannot be 
entirely obliterated. Whatever be the system prescribed, there will be obstacles 
to surmount in carrying it out; and in proportion as one party is satistied 
another will be disappointed. One thing is unquestionable: a surrender of the 
present arrangement without any serious and coil fort to establish it, woald 

‘ triumph yielded to intrigue and_vacillation, without the certainty of any 
compensating advantage. 

‘Such were the impressions with which I resisted the proposal of the French 
and Austrian Representatives, declaring that with the information before me 
ould not regard the experiment es having been falely tried, or consent, to 
abandon without necessity a position in which the concurrence of the Five 
Powers and of the Porte had placed me in common with my colleagues. It was 
not in my power to prevent the joint action of the Representatives from 
paralyzed by the session of two amongst its memabers, but 1 felt maysef bonad 
to abstain from participating in a conclusion which, taken with reference to. the 
whole range of circumstances, could only by considered as defective and hazardous 
or at best premature, 

Thave, &c., 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING. 


PS—I have omitted to. state in the body of this despatch, that the 
Russian and Prussian Envoys sided with me at the above-mentioned mecting. 
Thave also to call your Lordship’s attention to the copy and extract inclosed 
herewith, of despatches addressed to me by Colonel Rose. Ec 


Inclosure | in No. 23. 
Colonel Rove to Sir Stratford Canning. 


Sir, Beyrout, May 3, 1844 

L HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency that on the 26th ultimo, 
‘Assand Pasha. requested me to come to him 40 carly as eight o'clock in the 
morning. On the 27th I again went to his Excellency. Assad Pasha’s object 
was to ask my advice as to the present state of allairs, which were as I have the 
honour now to relate. 

‘The Shehab party had induced the Christians in the mixed populations to 
reject all the guarantees, as stated in my previous despatches, which bad been 
proposed not only to alleviate their position but to render it positively secure 
against Druse misrule under the Pasha of Sidon. 

So dangerous, so wicked I may say, had become the spirit of party, that 
two unfortunate Christians of Djezin who bad endeavoured to induce’ their 
co-religionists of that town to accept the new form of Government, were cruelly 
‘assaulted by their fellow-townsmen, Shehabites, with swords, one receiving 
severe cuts on the head and the second having two of his fingers cut off. The 
forsner was left for dead. It is said that the family of Djiublat or the Druse 
Kaimincam had employed the sufferers to endeavour to overcome repuguance to 
‘what were after all the legitimate orders of the legitimate Government. Their 
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labours were so successful gat is stated that they had already induced 150 of 
their co-relizionists to accept the new rule, when the opposite party, to put a 
ttop to further conversion, adopted the persuasion of the word; & grephic lus: 
tration of their general feclings and conduct. 

Bat the circumstances which had caused more uncertainty and evil than 
even the intrigues and insubordination of the Shehabites,—I mean the belief that 
the Austrian and French Consular Agents, and consequently their Govern 
meats, sysmpathized with discontent,—remained unremedied as regarded the 


le. 

‘The result of circumstances had been, that the Consular Agents had, as 
regarded the new form of Government, come to x very propitious union of 
opinion, agreeing firstly, that the geographical division had been adopted ; and 
secondly, that to remove points of doubt connected with it, the geographical 
division, Assaad Pasha should appoint a Medglis to determine what really were 
the ancient Mookatas 

But although the force of circumstances brought about by my means (this 
Lhave the honour to say confidentially) had effected an union, when before 
there was such marked dissent, yet this union was only partially, if believed at 
all by the people, although the’ knowledge of it by them was most desirable, 
for if certainty of disunion had produced such evil, certainty as to union of 
opinion was likely, even so late, to produce in some measure proportionate 

0d. 
Seen therefore advised Assaad Pasha’ to convoke the Consulat Agents, to make 
any communication which he thought fit as to the state of the country’ to them, 
and then sommon the Maronite Kaimacam, Bishop Tubia, and a few of the 
‘most respectable Christian deputies, making to them in our presence the follow- 
ing communications : 

Ist. That the Five Great Powers hai in their friendship recommended to the 
Porte the adoption of the form of government of the two Raimacams. That the 
Porte appreciating the friendly disposition of her faithful Allies, had adopted the 
recommendation. 

Yndly. That as a detail of that new form of Government, the Porte had 
adopted the geographical form of Government and ordered the ‘execution of it 
with all the suggested guarantees. 

Srdly. That the Consular Agents of the Great Powers had with the view of 
fixing the boundaries of the Mookatas, recommended the nomination of a 
boundary Medglis. 

‘Assaad Pasha then asked me whether after making this announcement he 
should ask the deputies whether they would obey or not, I replied that as the 
servant of wy Government, 1 could not hear any question which made the 
‘obedience of the subject hypothetical; that the advantage and object of the 
meeting was to prove that the Powers, the Porte, the Representatives at Con- 
stantinople, and the Consuls at Beyrout, were united in opinion as to the measure 
in which all these elements bad been associated, and that a certainty on the part 
of the people that they stood alone in their opposition must weaken their 

ition 

All was done as [ recommended. 

‘Tbe answer made by Bishop Tubis on the part of the deputies, was a 
reference to the petition presented to Assaad Pasha a month ago, in other words 
a decided refusal. 

‘The petition in question set forth in glowing colours the impossibility of the 
Christians accepting Druse rale, that this sect were without religion, had dis- 
honoured their churches, killed their co-religionists, and inflicted on them all 
the horrors of civil war. 

Everybody must feel for the position of the Christians under Druse rule, but 
every possible remedy had been given in the shape of guarantee; but which a 
spirit of party rejects without even trial or consideration. 

Druse Kaimacam and two chiefs were then called in, and questioned 
closely as to the indemnities. Assad Pasha had before informed us that they 
hhad accepted the new form of Government, 

“Their replies as to the indemnities were evasive; they stated that they had 
offered to pay 3000 purses, but one of them made this even conditional cn the 

ance of the new form of Government by the Christians of the mixed ‘popu- 
lation, “The other, the chief spokesman, the Emir Emin Rasan, tied to cover 
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what is certainly now clearly the firm purpose of the Druses, not to pay the 
13,000 purses indemnity unless forced, by saying that they would always obey 
the orders of the Government according to their power, 

It seems that Assaad Pasha had offered to. take 10,000 purses, and to refer 
the matter, as regarded the remainder, to the Porte. 

Assaad Pasha refers the matter to. the Porte stating that unless be is em- 
powered to use force and has a sufficient force, he cannot put into execution 
either the measure of the Government or of the indemnity. 

It appears that he did not refer the matter, as he stated be intended to do a 
month ago; the reason he assigned is, that he still had hopes of terminating the 
two matters in question, 

Assad Pasha told us, alone, that he ought not to have delayed putting into 
execution the orders of an imperial firman; that it was quite against usage to do 
s0; but that the circumstance that the Five Powers were connected with the 
matter in question rendered the case exceptional... His Excellency before break- 
ing up, most emphatically asked the French Consul if there were no chance of 
settling the matter of the Government here without a reference to the capital, 
when that gentleman replied, that there was none, and that a categorical and 
final order from the Porte could alone terminate it; an opinion in which all 
my colleagues and myself entirely agree. But 1 beg to observe that an imposing 
foree must watch over the execution of both the pending measures. 

I still think it right to represent to your Excellency that the question will 
never be satisfactorily settled unless precise and clear instructions are sent to 
the Austrian and French Consular Agents. Indeed it would have been far better 
if the Austrian Government had maintained its former neutrality : for the late 
proceedings of her Agent here have only made the confusion more confused : 
although the servant of such a legitimate country, he has sympathized with 
popular agitation and the disobedience of the subject; then the uneasiness of his 
hovel position causes continued contradiction and change of statement which 
are remarkable. 

In illustration. Tn writing, M. d°Adelbourg has stated already that the 
geographical division bas beet) adopted, for I have a document in my possession 
in which he says 

“Tous tiennent pour adoptd le systime de la division géographique du 
Liban, puisque tous admettent que Ia dite montagne a l'exception de Deir-el- 
Kamar, est divisée en deux portions, une Maronite et Vautre Druse ; que la por- 
tion appelée Maronite est gouvernée par des chefs Maronites et la portion 
Dre par des chefs Druses; que la natioualité des gouvernés est indifférente dans 
ce partage ; et que par conséquent il n'y a lieu de douter du principe.” 

Nothing eat be more satisfactory or precise than this; yet after the receipt 
of despatches from the Count de Stirmer on the 2nd instant, in tho teeth of his 
written statement, M. d’Adelbourg said to me that * proprement” he did not 
know that the geographical division had been adopted ; but this cannot be so 
much matter of wonder, because by a despatch which M.d'Adelbourg read to me 
yestorday from M. de Stiirmer, I sce that there exists on his part also the same 
‘assumed ignorance of facts, unaccountable unless there is a desire to frustrate the 
new form of Government by doubt, disunion and passive resistance, ML de Stir- 
mer states therein to M. d’Adelbourg, that the meeting of the Representatives, 
which your Excellesiey mentions to me, had produced no result, although the 
agreement that the geographical division was the right one must’ be considered 
as a decided and important result 

‘The Fronch Cousul's opinions also are again becoming very variable. This 
gentleman goes on leave to France, leaving M. Poujade in bis place, M. d'Adel- 
bourg throughout the meeting showed feeling amounting to irritation in favour 
of the Christian deputies; he did not rise when the Druse Kaimacam and chiefs 
came in to the meeting as did his colleagues, although he had done so, like 
them, on the entry of the Christians; and whea the Druse Emir Emin Raslan 
brought in a petition from the Christians, Grecks, of his mookatas, in favour of 
his rule, chat gentleman examined the signatures aud expressed himself in 
a manner as if he thouzbt them false, a proceeding which could not have been 
very flattering to ten of the petitioners who were present. 

However, should it be decided on at Constantinople that the settlement of 
the detail of the geographical question should be submitted to a boundary Med. 
alis, on which point the Consular Agents were agreed on as is stated in iny dis. 
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patch No. 19; Excellency, M: d’Adelbourg and myself are of opinion 
that ee Rescactiot of the Medzlis would be, that it should consist of six 
Christians and six Druses with the Pasha of Sidon as referee; the evil of venali 
in this functionary cannot be altogether got over; but it is one common to the 
‘empire, and a desirable substitute 1s unfortunately not to be found from Gaza to 
the Euphrates. ‘The fear of the Consuls would in a measure diminish the evil. 
‘A despatch which M. Basily read to me last nicht, very much overrates the 
number of the Christian population in the Druse districts, the numbers were 
given him by the French Consul. He was to have sent to me for the correct 
estimation, but he did not do so, M. Basily has also: made too much of the 
feeling against the Maronite Kainacam. 7 
bigest repetition apie ory your Excellency copy of the list of the 
geographical districts as given to me by Assad Pasha, and which he ordered to 
be considered as law, that is, the order of the Sultan. "M. d’Adelbourg in « dis- 
ch sent by the last Austrian steamer, sent the same list clearly defined to 
Ki de Stiirser. Whether it will be shown, I know a 3 ly not 
uve, Se. 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 23. 


List of Christien and Druse Mookatas, being the detail of the Geographical 
‘Division of the Mookatas ordered by the Porte to be put into execution 


‘The Christian Mookatas. 


El Meten and its dependencies. 
Kesrouan. 

Gazir. 

El Fetooh. : 

‘The Province of Djebail and its dependencies, 


‘The Druse Mookatos. 


‘The Lower Gharb. 
El Shakbar and El Manasif, 
El Arkoob. 
El Djourd. 
‘The Upper Gharb. 
BI Shoo. 
‘The Mount Riban. 
trict of Kharroob. 
trict of Djezin. 
‘The district of Zafah. 


N.B—The Sahel, plain of Beyrout, is claimed by both Druses and 
Christians. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 23. 
Extract of a despatch from Colonel Rose. 


Beyrout, March 23, 1844. 
KNOWING from Assaad Pasha that anything which I proposed to facii- 
late the settlement of the question would be agreed to by his Excellency, 1 
suggested, in a conciliatory spirit, important additions to the guarantees in favour 
of the Christian interest, additions which induential Christians had told me 
would overcome the repuznance to Druse rule. 
a Tat the Vakeels should ‘not be under the control of either the Druse 
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Kaimacam or Feudal Lord, or removable at their pleasure; that they should 

te under the sathortyof the, Mashin of ‘Son, a mate hes rant 
thus the Vakeel without fear might report misconduct. 

should be assured by a rman phate 

‘That the Christian Vakeels in the Druse districts might collect the Miri, or 
land-tax, from ther co-religionss; thus entrance int the Christians’ houses was 
avoided. 

2. The plain of Beyrout, or rather the three villages of Haddet, Baabda, 
and Wadi Shabroor, because bordering on the Chrisian country, had been 
already ceded to it, s 

‘9. That the old feudal rights of two Christian villages in the D: 
should be renewed, and that they should be goverued by their Sb under the 
Druse Kaimacam. 





No. 24. 
Sir Stratford Canning ta the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 117.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, June 3, 1844. 

TT is evident, from the language of Rifaat Pasha within the last two or three 
days, that the Porte does not intend to give up the adopted arrangement in 
Mount Lebanon without another more serious effort to carry it into execution. 
In a few days I shall probably be informed more completely of the Porte’s 
intentions, and the Sultan's approaching return will afford the council an early 
opportunity of coming to a final determination. In the mean time I have ascer- 
tained that the Cuptain Pasha is to take his squadron to the coast of Syria. He 
is now in attendance on the Sultan, but the ships appropriated to this service 
are already at the Dardanelles, and they will perhaps proceed on the voyage at 
once. 

‘Although Tam assured by Rifaat Pasha that the Porte has no intention of 
employing troops for the enforcement of its measures in Mount Lebanon, 1 trust 
that no attempt will be made to carry those measures into effect by & more 
det ined expression of the Sultan's will, without the presence of a much 
larger military force than at present exists in that neighbourhood. 

Thave, &., 
igned) STRATFORD CANNING. 


No, 25. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 104.) 
si Foreign Office, July 8, 1844. 
THE. account which is contained in your Excellency’ despatch No. 110, 
the 


of the 30th of May, of the disposition manifested by the Representatives of 
‘Austria and France, to concur in recommending that the system of Government 
for Mount Lebanon, agreed upon in December, 1842, between the Five Powers 
and the Porte, should be set aside in order to substitute for it the sole rule of a 
member of the Shehab family, has been closely followed by communications to 
the same effect from the respective Governments, as your Excellency will per- 
ceive by the inclosed copies of despatches from Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at 
Vienna and at Paris, and from Prince Metternich to the Austrian Minister in 
this country, which the latter has placed in my bands. 

‘The sentiments of Her Majesty's Government are expressed in my despatch 
to Lord Cowley, of whlch T lnclose a copy for your Excalency'sintormatioa 
and by which you will perceive that Her Majesty's Government are not pre- 
pared at present to concur in the overthrow of a system which they do not 
consider to have had a fair trial. e 

T do not forward to your Excellency copies of Colonel Rose's despatches 
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Nos. 21, 22, and 23, of the 7th, 8th, and 9th of June, because I doubt not that 
he has long since transmitted them to you himself, but I think it right to meo- 
tion, with reference to the observation in his despatch No. 22, upon the absence 
Of seals and signatures to the Maronite petition, which was the same as that 
faclosed in my despatch to your Excellency No. 43, of the 19th of March, that 

‘translation only of the petition was sent to Colonel Rose, but. that the 
criginal of it, which I have now seat to him, was numerously signed and 
‘scaled close a copy of my despatch to Colonel Rose, transmitting to him copy 
of that to Lord Cowley. a 


(Signed) | ABERDEEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 


Sir Robert Gordon to the Earl of Aberdeen. 
(No. 48) 
My Lord, Vienna, June 6, 1844. 
SIR STRATFORD CANNING'S despatch No. 110, to your Lordship, 
con the affairs of Mount Lebanon, which goes by this messenger, is of such 
fmportance, and so clearly implies that the Internuncio has, together with the 
Fee rh Ambassador, seceded from the course which bind been prescribed to thern, 
Tithout any reasonable justification, that I ave judged it necessary to weck tor 
anna a ation from Prince Metternich oo this subject, and I have thought 
the veadlest way to oblain it was to communicate to his Highness the substance 
of the above despatch. i . i 
i do not find that in declining to enter into a close examination of this difi- 
cult question, with a view to a satisfactory settlement on its present thsi, the 
Tnterhuncio has acted under any direct instructions from Prince Metter 
Uithough, in point of fact instructions have been sent within the Tast ten days 
that Minister, which, had they been received, might have fully authorized him 
tefollow the line whieh has been quoted and objected to by Sir Stratford 
ses "A copy of these late instructions, dated on the 11th instant, will shortly be 
communicated to your Lordship by Baron Neumann. They state in substance 
that as Prince Metternich has from the first believed the retarn of a Maronite 
aaa sr the Shehab family to the Government of the Mountain was indispen- 
Sable to the restoration of peace in Syria, now that the combination which had 
cae re ommended instead of it had failed, and that not only Assiad Pasha but 
tee Consals of the Allied Powers at Beyrout, had prouounced an arrangement 
Ga anyother terms to be impracticable, his Highness was anxious that the 
‘Allied Governments should adopt his original opinions, and urge the Porte to 
Fe-invest the Maronite chief with the supreme authority 
T am far from suspecting the Austrian authorities of a want of sincerity in 
their endeavours to earry out the arrangement of 1842, but I have plainly stated 
to Prince Metternich that they were to blame for. having come too. hastily to 
the conclusion that its accomplishment was hopeless, and Colonel Rose's 
cia gir Stratford Canning proved that these last instructinas. to the 
Trrerwmeo had heen founded on an incorrect view of the real state of fairs at 
Beyrout. It was clear that the British Agents, as well there as at Constanti- 
ope, did not despair of success, if unanimity could be preserved in, tho allied 
nop jis; and wae pleased to learn from Prince Metternich that, in consequence 
‘of the communication which I had made to him, he would forthwith dispatch 
fresh instructions to Baron Stirmer, requiring hin: to support. any reasonable 
Propmsitions suggested by Sir. Stratford Canning. for effecting the existing 
fngement. ; 
ir He has assured me that it is his wish that this should be fairly tried, but 
in the event of a total failure of the trial, he trusts that the expedient of bominating 
io Uisaie Maronite chief of the Shebab family to govern Mount Lebanon will be 
secorted to with the consent of the British Government, 
L have, &c., 
(Signed) R, GORDON. 
ee 


oO 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 


Lord Cowley to the Earl of Aberdeen, 
(No. 321.) 


My Lord, Paris, June 28, 1844. 

I HAVE read with attention the despatches from Colonel Rose to Sir 

Stentor: Canning; upon the sate of the Lebanon, inclosed in, your Lori's 
io. 174. 

Since reading these despatches I have been informed by Count Appony, 
the Austrian Ambessador, that he has lately received instructions from Prince 
Metternich to propose to the Court of France to join that of Vienna in 

ga representation to the Ottoman Government upon the expediency of 
appointing a member ofthe Shebub family to preside over the afhire of the 
non. 

‘That he had communicated the substance of his instructions to M. Guizot, 
who bad expressed his readiness to act in concert with the Austrian Govern- 
ment at Constantinople with a view to the attainment of this object. Count 
Appony further informed me that similar instructions to those which he had 
received, had been forwarded to the Baron de Neumann, with a view to engag- 
ing Her Majesty's Gorerment to unite Ui flrs to! those of Austria and 
France for the purpose above mentioned. 

Upon my informing M. Guizot of the communication’ which had been 
made to me by Count Appony, he said that some weeks ago he had expressed 
an opinion, to. M, de Bourqueney. that the only chance of ‘reestablishing 


tranquillity in the Lebanon would be by the appointment of one of the Shehab 
faxnily (the Euir Emin) to the Government of that district. He bad also he 

id instructed the French Ambassador in London to confer with your Lordship 
upon this subject, since it appeared that the arrangements made by the Porte, 


uupon the representations of the Allicd Sovereigns, had not had the effect of 
teanquillising the country, Your Lordship’s attention, he added, would no 
doubt be more immediately drawn to the subject by the communications you 
would receive from the Baron de Neumann. 
T have, &e., 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 25, 


Prince Metternich to Baron Newmann.—(Communicated to the Earl of Aberdeen 
‘by Baron Neumann, July 3.) 


Monsieur le Baron, Vienne, le 22 Juin, 1844. 

JE vous ai prévenu par le dernier courier Anglais, que par une prochaine 
‘occasion je vous parlerais des affaires du Liban. Je m’acquitterai aujourd'hui 
de cette tiche. 

‘Vous trouveres ci-annexée la copie des directions que j’ai adressées  I'Inter- 
nonce le 12 et le 18 Juin. Vous aurez lien de vous convainere qu'eatre la 
premidre et In seconde de ces dépéches il n'y a aucune différence quant aux 

principes, et que éelle qui s'y trouve ne tient qu'au changement qu’a éprouré 
situation de V'affaire entre les dates de ma correspondance. 

Un sort malheureux s‘appésantit sur les affitires du Levant ; elles sursis. 
sent pour ne se régler qu’anx dépens des restes de vie de In Porte. I en est 
ainsi de ce que Von qualifie de question du Liban, et qui, en conscience, ne 
devrait compter que comme question de pure administration intérieure 
Ottomane. 

Pour nous, M. le Baron, qui ne cherchons dans les affaires da Liban pour 
‘autre chase que ce qui en constitue Pessence, qui n'y mettons ni o’en retirons 
rien, mais qui prenons la question telle qu'elle est et pour ce qu’elle vant, nous 
regrettons sincérement que de cette affaire, engagée comme elle vient de létre, 


él 


devra ressortir des complications administratives et. politiques dans le Levant, 
eit &té heureux de yoir évitées. 3 
‘Toute affaire se compose des élémens qui lui sont propres et de ceux que 
@’autres peuvent y introduire. A mon avis, ecux que renferme la, question du 
{Liban sont les suivans. La Montague l'emporte en Syrie sur ta Plaine; est 
‘ guards se trouvent en contact avec les 


Maroites et les Dress ee trom 
cing A un, et la diflérence qui. exis 
Cina i sfaronites sout Chivticns, ct les Druses ont, une 
S'il est difficile mais plus ou moins possible de pondérer v 
ogmes connus exercent sur ceux. qui les, professent, cette possiilité existe 
plus ln oi [valuation est privée de son point de depart. = 

De quoi doit-il s’agir aux yeux des Puissances dans ce qui rezarde Ie 
Liban? ‘Nous regardons la réponse comme donnée. Tl s'agit de se, prononcer 
pour l'emploi des moyens les plus yropres A assuret la paix entre Ter pop 
Popeet leur soumission 2 T'autorité souveraine du Sultan, il s'ngit, en un mot. 
worse gai forme la condition immuable de la durée de I'Empire (ttona 

ire | 

orn et a tute dea choses, que quand ds populations dont le uowlive 
‘et le dezrs de civilisation ne sont pas les mémes, se trouvent en contact cit 
Stes celle qui est la plus. éclairée et Ja plus forte en nombre doit, Pemporter 
Sur selle qu est placée sous les conditions inverses. C'est ce qui de feinpe 
sa cEmoral avait cu Tien dans Je Liban. Les chefs de la Montagne étaient 
Maronites et leur Conseil était composé d'individus pris dans lex dleux popu 
lations. i" . i 

“Je p’entrerai point ici dans analyse des discussions qui, entre les a 
1840 et 1842, ont ew licu entre les Cours de I'Europe ct Ia Porte an wujet de 
Tétablissement d’un ordre de choses admissible dans Vintindt de Ia paix dans 
Te Liban te Liban qui au fond est la Syric. Les urchives de Y'Atnbussude en 
renferment les détails. I te suffira de s tou les tempe 
hous nous sommes prononcés pour un rapprochement wel ordre 
des choues et Tancien, et que voyant que objet n’était pa nou aves, 
fn dévespoir de cause, mis en avant une idée de moyen, terme, qui a dé 
Stoptée par les Cours et par la Porte, LidGe de ne rien changer A cet ordre 
Too’ chosps ne nous serait point venue; c'est Vinetficacité eounue des mesures 
ees téee, bien on mal exécutées o'itmporte, qui a, remis T'afire en discussion 
Te 11 Jain nous avions licu de regarder limpossibilite que les choses restasscnt 
Lticées dans te Liban ainsi qu’elles fe sont comme démontrées aux yews d'Aesaadl 
Pacha et des Consuls & Beyrout, ainsi que der Reprisents es Cau Con 

we, le 18 nous avons appris que le Divan, soutenu par Nopinian de 

Se Busta 1 Canning. est déchdé i envoyer en Syrie le Capoudan Pech pour 

Hr ordre od il n'existe pas; ce que nous pensons de cette wesure, ce 
Teno expeaiion & Constantinople du 18 Juin qui vous le prouvera, Je 

in que He. graves compromissions seront la conséquenice de Wenvoi de 
Halil Paths sur les edtes de la Syrie, non sealement vu bien des considéra- 
tions matérilles, mais en raison également des dau personnels dea howe 

ti fanatique dont Lzzet Pacha était te represent 
I at (ron, porter la connaissance de Lord Aberdeen la presente 
Aéptche et ses annexes. Ati de rendre notre altitude dans toute Vlaro pare 
fatement claire aux yeux de sa Scigneuric, je la résumerai dans lex points 
Haine Nous ne désirons et ne cherchons dans Jes questions relatives an Libau, 
que ce que nous cherchons dans toutes celles qui rezardent I'Enmpire Otto; 
Bos met cherchons que les moyens dassurer le repos intérieur de cet empire-et 
n. 

conser pow nous sommes suffisamment exprimés Agi sur ce que nows consi- 
Aérons comme utile ow comme compromettant pour la paix.du Liban, et i we 
nous reste dés-lors plus rien & apprendre a ce sujet personne. 
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8°. Avjourd’hui la scale question dont on devrait s'occuper, serait de 
savoir si les mesures arrétées pour le Gouvernement du Liban en 1842 sont 
exécutables ou si elles ne le sont pas? Il se peut qu’ cet ézard notre opinion 
differe de celle des autres Cabinets, sans que cela ne change rien a la maniére de 
poser Ia question, qui en est une de fait et non de raisonnement. Or, le juge- 
‘ment & porter sur un fait doit avant tout étre formé dans Ia proximité du liew 
ott le fit s'accomplit. C'est Beyrout qui est ce liew. 
4°. Si ordre de choses arrété en 1842 est exécutable, que l'on s’y tienne ; 
est privé d'une application pratique, il faut aviser & le remplacer par un 
ordre de choses meilleur. Si cette nécessité était reconnue, alors nous nous 
pronongons pour le retour d’un systéme qui a les habitudes en sa faveur. 

5°. L'expédition qui a lieu dans ce moment, quel role joue-t-elle dans ta 

question | Sous quelque face que nous puissions Venvisazer, elle change In 
nature de la question. Est-ce par la force des armes que les Cours ont jamais 
entendu établir la paix dans la Montagne ? Certes non ; et ne fat-ce (abstraction 
faite de toute autre considération) que par suite du fait quela force régulidre qui 
serait nécessaire pour atteindre objet n'existe pas, et que celle qui serait le résultat 
dane combinaison des forces Ottomanes avec une fraction de Ia population de la 
Montagne, conduirait, soit & Textermination de Pautre faction, soit au souleve- 
ment des deux factions contre la faiblesse des Turcs. Or, ni l'une ni l'autre de 
ces chances ne peut satisfaire aucune Puissance de 1'Europe, et par conséquent 
ce qui se passe nujourd’hui sur les Ticux est plein de dangers et de chances de 
graves compromissions. 

6%. Sir Stratford Canning est dans Verreur s'il eroit A Vexistence d’une 
entente entre I’Autriche et la France = les deux Cours se rencontrent dans une 
méme manidre de juger de la position. Il se trompe également quand i 
admet que I’ Autriche n'a que faire dans le réglement de la question. Notre 
Puissance ext la plus imuédiatement intéressée A ce qui assure ou peut com- 
promettre la paix dans le Levant. Cela étant, la place de TAutriche n'est 
point en dehors de ces questivns; et si tout ne nous trompe, notre participation 
h'est point réclamnée uniquement par notre propre intérét, elle V'est également 
dans celui de toutes les Puissances et de la paix de l'Europe. 

Veuillez, Monsicur le Baron, interpréter dans le sens des explications ren- 
formées dans ces points, le dernier alinga de ma dépéche du 18 Juin a W'Inter- 
nonce. 

Recevez, &e., 
(Signé) METTERNICH. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 25. 
Prince Metternich fo Count de Stitrmer, 


M. le Comte, Vienne, le WN Juin, 1844. 
FAL pris connaissance avec un vif intérit de ce que vos rapports du 22 
Mai renferment sur les affaires du Liban, Votre conduite a été parfaitement 
sage, et je n'ai que peu de choses & vous dire pour vous rendre toute ma pensée. 
Deux ¢hémeus distinets jouent toujours un role dans toutes les questions qui 
ont trait au gouvernement intérieur de I'Empire Ottoman: d'abord le désordre 
qui régne dans la conduite. des affaires gouvernementales Ottomanes, par suite 
de extrime faiblesse A laquelle se trouve réduite la Porte; et en second lieu la 
réaction que Vingérence étrangére exeroe sur toutes les positions dans le Levant. 
Le premier de ces maux est la suite naturelle des fautes commises par Jes 
derniers Sultans ; fautes qui ont eu pour résultat de briser la force religicuse de 
Visiamisme, avec laquelle se confondait {a force gouvernementale, sans pouvoir 
remplacer cette force par rien qui serait de nature & réussir dans les contrées du 
Levant ; Vingérence continuelle des Puissances Chrétiennes dans les affaires 
gouvernementales de I’ Empire Ottoman, venant se joindre i élément de faiblesse 
intéricure que je viens de signaler, compléte les maux dont souffre cet empire. 
Si les Puissances de l'Europe exergaient cette ingérence dans une méme diree- 
tion, i leur but état te méme, alors & deviendnaitpomsble de eoumettre leur 
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action & on calcul ; il n'en est pas ainsi de celle qui a lieu, ot il serait impos- 
‘ible qu'il en fat ‘autrement, car les impulsions en question poussent dans des 
directions qui non seulement ne sont point uniformes, mais qui different fonda- 
mentalement dans leurs objets. Quand il sagit de V'impulsion religieuse, In 
question n'est point définie dans son point de départ;_ veut-on Christianiser 
HTslamisme ? Lentreprise serait impossible. Veut-on favoriser le Christianisme et 
le protéger dans ses adhérens? Rien n'est assurément i ploy 
civilisateur dans Ia conception; de quelle confession Chrétienne cependant est- 
‘question? Veut-on les protézer toutes? Nous ne demandons pas mieax : 
mais alors il faudrait asseoir l'entreprise sur la pavification des confessions entre 
elles, et cela dans leurs adhérens eves. Ientreprise est-elle possible 

‘Sasit-il de indépendance politique de In Porte? Mais alors il fiat en 
tenir Gloigné le jeu des rivalités entre les Puissances Chrétiennes, et c'est ce que 
‘nous en notre particulier préchons depuis des années. 

‘Aprés ce eourt préambule je reviens aux affaires du Liban. A ce sujet 
{je puis avec une pleine confiance vous renvoyer a la totalité des instructions que 
ous avons adressées & I'Internonciature bien uvant et surtout depuis année 
1840. Sur quelles idées fondamentales ces. directions étaient-elles basées? 
Nous avons appliqué au Liban les principes qui servent de guide & tout juge- 
‘ment que nous portons sur les questions Ottomanes. Le Liban est une contr 
Soumise & la souveraineté da Sultan. Il est habité par diverses peuples 
nombre desquelles les Maronites et les Vruses tiennent le premier rang, tout 
comme les Maronites Pemportent sar les Druses par leur nombre; leur religion 
et leur civilisation, Les peuplades qui composent 1a population du Lit 
6 placées sous des capitulations séculaires qui renferment les régles 
‘southission 4 Ia Porte elles étaient gouvernées par un chef qui, portait le nom 
@'Emir Béchir; Ia famille Maronite Shchab était depuis plus de 150 ans en 

on de ‘cette dignité. Nous avons désiré qu’elle Im fit mainteaue. La 
Porte et quelques Cours de l'Europe furent d'un avis contenie ; il a dés-tors 
fallu avoir reconrs i un autre moyen, et nows avons pris Minitiative de sa propo 
ition, tout en déclarant que l'efficacité de ee moyen ne nous piaraissait pas dénvon. 
trée. Aujourd’hui on veut revenie & la famille Shebab; poarrait-on mettre en 
doute notre assentiment & ce sujet? Non, axsurénient; nous sommes pour sm 
ré-installation; et il en est ainsi, non que nove ayons la conviction qu’d Taide de 
Ja mesure Je Liban sersit it jamais pucific, iwis parce qu'entre toutes tex 
mesures possibles celle en juestion ext celle qui renferme le plus de gazer de 
bien-étre pour Is Montagne. 

‘Veuillez, M. le Comte, prendre ce que vous venez de lire pour rule de votre 
conduite et de vos explications tant envers la Porte qu’envers MM, vor col~ 
Ragues. Mes paroles sont empreintes de esprit qui préside & tout 
Véeard de "Empire Ottomaa. Nous voulons # conservation, nous a 
déslors vouloir les moyens qui seuls peuvent servir le but. La Porte est réduite 
A une grande fniblesse morale ; il n'en ext pas de meme de ses movens de résie 
tance physique; la peeantour est Yun de vex woyens, et il augniente dans In 
méme proportion dans laquelle se diviksent les efforts de ceux qui visent a soulever 
tun poids, Voilh de la politique fort criment éooncke: correcte dais aa con 
ception, je ne me fais pas scrupule de la rendre elsire dans la minigro de ba 
presenter. 

Recevez, Ke. 
(Signé) MRTTERNICH, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 
Prince Metternich to Count de Stitrmer. 


M. le Comte, Vienne, le 18 Juin, 1844. 
AUJOURD'AUI je me trouve dans le cas de vous accuser la réception 
de vos rapports da $ Juin, et de revenir sur Ie contenu de la dépéche que 
je vous ai adressée le 11. Nos deux. expéditions s'étant croisées eu route 
il en résulte que ma direction du 11 de ce mois me répond pas & la posi 
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tion dans laquelle d'aprés votre rapport du 5, se trouve placce Vaffaire du 
Liban. C’est ce qui doit se reproduire souvent quand on a la rude tiche 
de labourer un sol mouvant. 

Si la mobilité de toutes choses dans I'Empire Ottoman dérange & 
chaque instant la base des calculs, il_n’en est que plus nécessaire que ceux 
qui Youent un actif intérét aux destinées de cet empire prennent pour unique 
Guide ce que leur conscience leur indique comme étant vrai et utile, ou faux 
etdangereux. Aussi est-ce Ja régle que nous suivons et que nous appliquerons 
‘sans déviation aux affaires de Ia Syrie, avec cette constance qui caractérise notre 
‘marche, 

Tl serait inutile, M. le Comte, que je me donnasse la peine de vous retracer 
historique de la question. Nos archives renferment & cet égard un 
qu'en toute occurrence vous ferez bien de consulter; et ma dépéche du 11 Juin 
Yous aura prouré que nous, de notre été, ne sommes pas disposés & considérer 
comme non-avenus les antéegdens de V'affaire du Liban. 

‘A la suite de Vexpulsion des Egyptiens de la Syrie, nous nous sommes 
prononcés pour In rentrée de la famille Shebab dans ses droits historiques. Ce 
Qui nous a engagé A nous exprimer dans cette direction, ce n'est pas seulement 
Te sentiment du respect que nous portons en régle commune aux droits acquis, 
mais bien particuli¢rement la conviction que cette mesure de justice en serait & 
fa fois une de sagesse et d'atilité pour Ia Porte, Celle-ci et quelques, Cours 
n'ont point youl de In mesure; voyant cette répugnance, nous avons dés-lors 
avisé un terme moyen entre Ie retour de ancien état des. choses et Vintroduc- 
tion du régime des Pachaliks ; car ee dernier mode d'administration n’aurait nou 
seulement offer sucune garantie de repos, mail popalation du Liban sc serait 
méme refusée & en faire simplement Vessai. terme moyen a éte mis A 
Vépreuve, on a déclaré tout a-lheure qu'il était privé de pratique ; alors nous 
sommes revenus A Vidée qui de prime abord nous avait semblé étre Ia plus utile. 
Aujourd'hui Ia Porte et quelques Cours persistent dans le maintien des arrange 
imens Kdgalement existans. Que lon s'y tienne, sila chose est possible, Ce 
dont nous doutons c'est qu'elle soit telle. 

Entree plus en détail ne point raisonnable. La Porte eroit bien 
fire ; nous eroyons Te contraire, Elle a envoyé Halil Pacha. préter main 
forte b Assand Pacha. Ea quoi devra consister 'appoi du Capoudan, Pacha? 
Co nlest pas da bord d'un vaisseau qu'il (era accepter aux Maronites et aux 
Druses ce h quoi ae refusent les deux peuplades, La Porte enverra-t-clle. des 
troupes dans la Montagne? Elles seront battues si elles ne sont point appuyées 
soit par l'une, soit par Pautre de ces peuplades. Si les Tures devaient chercher 
des auxiliaires dans Ia Montagne ils ne les trouveront que prés des Druses. 
Alors il arrivera de deux choses I'ave Jes Maronites seront exterminés, ou 
its battront leurs ennemis, Dans le premier, I'Europe Chrétienne se soulevera; 
dans Pautre cas, qui rétablira Ia paix entre les Maronites et les Turcs? Je 
sais qu'une troisiéme chance peut se raliser, celle qu’a la suite de bien du sang 
Fipanda et de dévastation les deux peuplades se réunissent pour se défaire des 
Pures, Est-ce I ce que les Puissances pourraient tenir en vuet Je réponds 
du contraire; mais alors que yeulent-elles? Comme il ne dépend pas de nous 
de leur faire adopter cette maniére de Voir, tout ce que nous pouvons fire c'est 
de ne point engager notre conscience dans une voie qui augmenterat les chances 
du mul existant,  Afin d’éviter quill n’en soit ainsi, il n'y a qu'une voie 
ouverte pour nous, et c’est celle que vous et le Consul-Général deI'Emperear & 
Beyrout aurez  suivre: je vais vous I'indiquer 

‘Aussi souvent qu'il sera question des affaires du Liban, placez-vous sur le 
terrain des faite; que céux-ci soient pleinement éclaircis. Il résultera de leur 
examen, que [ordre des choses kigalement existant est exécatable, oa qu'il ne 
Test pas, Sil est le premier, que Yon s'y tienne; s'il n’est point exécutable, 
que l'on n'invente pas quelque combinsison nouvelle, uniquement afin d’écarter 
te moyen qui de tout tems a porté & nos yeux le caractére de la seule mesure 
véritablement pratique. 

Recevez, &e., 
(Signe) METTERNICH. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 25. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Lard Cowley 


(No, 187.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 5, 1844. 


WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 321, of the 28th 
ultimo, reporting a conversation which you had held with M. Guizot relative to 
the Lebanon, L transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch with inclosures, 
ao ean Ubjocts which Prince Metternich has addressed to Baron Neamann, 
with orders to place it in my hands. : 

From the Renour of these papers, as compared with the observations made 
to your Excellency by M. Guizot, it appears that the views of the French and 
\hestrian Governments on the subject of the Lebanon, although they may not 
have been adopted in concert, are nevertheless in unison, and that both Govern 
ments lean decidedly to electing a change in the present eye of Government 
in that district, and to the re-establishment of the governing power in the 
‘Shebab family. Se 

“The present system of joint rule bya Maronite and a Druse Kaimacam, 
under a Turkish supreme Governor, was adopted scarcely two years since, afer 
Jong deliberation, by the unanimous voice of the Five Great Powers in concert 
with the Porte. That system was not considered perfect by the Tive Power, 
for from it; ite imperfections were perceived and acknowledged ; but the diffe 
Tiitice which surroanded the question, and amongst them the positive rejection 
ofa Shehab ruler by the Porte, were so serious, Hot to say so. apparently. hope= 
Tess, that after long discussion both between the Powers themselves ind with 
the Porte, that scheme of mixed rule under. the supremacy of the Tarkish 
Government appeared to be the only feasible compromise by which, the 
embarrassments, with which the ‘qucation was on all sides beset, could be 
surmounted. 

“The two Kaimacams were accordingly, after much delay and obstruction, 
installed in their respective offices; and the disturbances and confusion which 
are always apt to attend upon any new scheme of Government ins semi; 
civilized country, followed close upon that instalment. "This, however, wax but 
chat we expected. Hee Majesty's Government at least never drenmt that 
Trder and tranquillity were immediately to result from such a change of Gover 
creat in the Lebanon. Difiiculties and contentions still arose between Maron- 
Nee and Druses, and between those parties respectively and the ‘Turkish 
iAthorities and Government. It could scarcely fall out otherwise. But. by 
dint of persevering exertions on the part of some of the foreign Consuls, aud 
‘apecially the English Consul at Beyrout, not illeseconded. at least latterly, by 
the Turkish Governor, the elements and evidences of discord tad saterially 
hated, and might, in our opinion, not improbably by this time have been nearly 
cetinguished but for the pernicious intrigues and snterested exertions of party 
Smong. the Maronites. who, for factious purposcs, sought and till 
amore ow the existing order of things, and to substitute in its place the old 
STheme of Government under a member of the Shehab family, which scheme 
hhad been, latterly at least, a notorious failure. $ ; 

‘The’ inclosed letters which have been just received from Her Majesty's 
Consul-General in Syria, throw eich Tight upon the proceedings of the party to 
Coch Lallude, one of the principal leaders of which, as it now clearly appears, 

Nicholas Murad, Archbishop of Laodicea, who has been for some tine past 
residing at Paris. } 

‘Your Excellency will see from these papers that this man is not. as he bas 
faleely ascerted, the authorised agent of the Maronites, His pretended mission 
is distinctly denied both by the Patriarch of the Maronites and by Bishop 
Tubia, the most respectable and influential man amongst them. From the 
positive declarations made by those two eminent men to Colonel Itose it ie 
Perfectly evident that Archbishop Murad has been deliberately guilty of the 
Fraudulent assumption, for improper purposes, of a character to which he has 
fo title, and that his proceedings are viewed by both those high authorities 
with distrust and displeasure, and are in fact disclaimed by them. 
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Under these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government it expedi 
that your Excellency should Sires a aole OM. Gait couched ik ee 
of this despatch, in which the whole i i 
arta cane reyes a 
‘ai inlosures ae may properly be communicated to the French Covergrhon. 
y be don ‘extensive shape, omitt expressions 
sions only a8 might wound the felines lina Preach Goresaet by raisers 
on their supposed policy or on the proceedings of their ageats in S Aad 
fie still atthe sane time state that Het Majesty's Government. in case 
fis sufficient trial of the present system of Government in Lebanon should 
reiter prove tat scheme to be unsuitable, will be found perfect willing 
eater into eoncett with the other Powers interested for attemptin its conection, 
even the substitution af some other scheme in its place. > Ae 
‘e entirely assent to the principle laid down by Prince Metterni 
if the present system proves impracticable, it Wahl to Be anes Bot es 
the Fire Powers in concert with the Porte adopted. that system, i is for the 
five Power in concert with the Porte to determine its practiabity 
snag iat, Esler will especially point out to M. Guizot the extreme 
Government een though acksenicigel te taper aie tase 
bee renee 0 imperfect, which was solemuly 
f agreed ly since by the Five Pc rn 
concert: whic as ae yet scarcely had & tly aod to which'the wrk 
Government, a aronites and Druses, with the exception of a facti 
Gorerainent, 7 ception of a faction, 
seem not indisponed. if vot frely, at least with a fae show of good wil, to 
‘This fact seems to be pretty well substantiated by Ci 
ct jc y Col s 
bat more directly and postively as fr as the Peaitemeen We the 
Sir wed Cy ich. 
ple ford Canning dated the 3rd of June, of which There: 
L. Guizot will naturally see that Great Britain i 
inter ject ir ding this poi a : 
interes robes previ this pot; and he wil T doubt bot ive al 
it for having no desire in so doing, but to secure as far us posible thy 
tranquility aod orderly Government of the Labanon, aid the: ponoetble sapre, 
imacy of the Porte, at the same tine that we avoid stlifying ours and 
ing the loss of otr just and salutary influence with the Porte’ by an appear 
sos of ailiin and an infinity of prose which in any Government are 
le ten dangerous. inion 7 
Government the Five Great Powers of rete 
bod together, to give to the word an exasple of deep ad cain deliberation in 
¢ adoption of their combined measures, and of steadh . 
Tution in carrying them out. By such Kuiet sunamateeene tnd be 
ated to oma the confidence and respect ofthe Porte ia 
‘ou will state to M. Guizot that I propose to address, w 
te Hee Maja “J Ambesador ‘at Vienna, perme ee on 
ther intend to communicate the sexitiments of Her Majesty's Gi 
Sra ate meu i sar Ae Correa 
stantinople, and to direct him to govern himself accordingly. 7 
Lamy Seu, 
(Signed) "ABERDEEN, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 25. 


The Eart of Aberdeen to Colonel Rove. 
(No. 7.) 


Sir, 
e eye Foreign Office, July 8, 1844, 
unel UAVE ressived your despatches from No, 21 to No. 25 of the 10th of 


‘The observations which are contained i patches 
allegations made by M. Nicholas Maral, the Archbishop of Laces ae pat 
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ularly valuable at the present moment when the Courts of Austria and France 
fave evinced a disposition to advocate a revision of the arrangement made at 
Constantinople in December 1842, in ‘order to substitute for it the single rule of 
a member of the Shehab family. 

‘You will leam from my despatch to Lord Cowley, of which a copy is 
inclosed, that Her Majesty's Government are not at present prepared to concur 
in the overthrow of 2 system which they de not consider to have had a fair 
trial, and that consequently it will be your duty to continue to the utmost of 
your ability to promote the success of that form of Goyernment which the Five 
Powers and the Porte agreed to establish in the Lebanon, 

Tobserve in your despatch No. 22, that vou appear to lay stress upon the 
ireiinstance that the Maronite petition inclosed in my despatch No. 4, was 
Sithout seal or signature. But I should state to you that a translation only of 
the petition was sent fo ou. "The original, which is now sent to you, is, us you 
will perveive, uumerously sealed. 

Tam, &e., 
(Signed) ' ABERDEEN. 
ET 


No. 26. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 21.) 


(No. 119) 
My Lord, Buyukdery, June 13, 1844. 

SINCE I had last the honour of writing to your Lordship on the subject 
of Syrian affairs. two important incidents relating to them have occurred. ‘The 
Porte has announced its determination to adhere to the arrangement already 
adopted for the Government of Mount Lebanon, and a considerable part of the 
‘Turkish squadron commanded by the Captain Pasha himself, has lett the Dar- 
danelles on its way to Beyrout 

‘On receiving information of these circumstances, and finding that I had no 

‘of diverting the Turkish Goverment from # resolution which’ was 
realy in the course of being carried into effect, ¥ thought it better to employ: 
what influence I possessed in recommending such measures and obtaining suc 
Mesurances as might contribute to the settlement of affnirs in Mount Lebanon, 
land prevent the necessity of anew and complicated intervention on the part of 
the Five Powers. 

‘Your Lordship is already apprized of my opinion respecting the very 
imperfect and inconsistent manner in which the plan of settlement adopted by 
the Five Powers in concurrence with the Sultan's Goveroment, has been carried 
into execution, o rather prepared for failure. I am now in possession of « 
despatch from Her Majesty's Consul-General in Syria, by which I learn how 
largely the intrigues of x disappointed party have coatributed to, produce the 
present state of things, and how much exaggeration and falschood have pre- 
Pred in the statement presented to your Lordship by Archbishop Murad. OF 

* this despatch and of its several inclosures, L make it @ point to transtnit copies 
herewith, at the risk of repeating the communications addressed directly to 
the Foreign Office by Colonel Rose. I saw in their contents additional motives 
for persevering in the line which a strong sense of duty had previously pre- 
erated to me, but nothing to warrant a hope that my counsels, or asy moral 
SSSatance which I could offer to the Porte, would meet with the slightest 
Encouragement from my French and Austrian colleagues 

T therefore endeavoured, but I endeavoured singly and confidentially, to 
tive a beneficial direction to the main intention of the Porte, as already avowed, 
Pe remore any remaining danger of a resort to force not justified by acts of open 
{i armed insubordination, to place some kind of chéck on the intemperate 
disposition of the Captain Pasha, and to procare such additional and 
Compensations as the policy of the Porte would admit in favour of the different 
classes in Mount Lebanon. 

For the result of my efforts, imperfect as it was sure to be, though. not 
altogether valueless, I bee leave to refer to the accompanying copy of a despatch 
which T have addressed to Colonel Rose, 
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Your Lordship will perceive that a confidential adviser has 
to the Captain Pasha; thet the Albanians are to be removed from. eae 
the original number of regular troops stationed near Deir-cl-Kamar is to be 
restore; at the same time tat force isnot to be employed in execution of the 
rorte’s measures. 
__It may be added, that facilities in point of time and money will be given 
for the payment of the indemnities; that some sacrifice will perhaps be made 
eral fron she pb reves and that the appointment of the respective 
jovernors wil relieved from the unfair retrenchments Nurses, 

complained of ty Colonel Rose Saenaes 
hatever opinion may be formed as to the prudence of the Porte i Z 
the Captain Puss nod his squadron to the eoust of Si matecaress 
which the Turkish Ministers alone, as far as I am informed, are responsible. 
The Porte, ity resorting to that measure, has exercised her undoubted right ; and 
your Lordship need not be informed that an annual cruise in the Archipelago 
has from early times been the customary practice of the Ottoman Lord High 
Admiral. Considering the wayward policy of this Government, it is not to be 
denied that the presence of the squadron at Beyrout may possibly be attended 

with alarm, nnd eventually with unpleasant consequences, 

With a view to the mitigation of that alarm and in order to diminish the 
probability of any such consequences, 1 have not only obtained the promises 
already stated, but 1 have sent Mr. Alison, who has communicated between 
Rifoat Pasha nnd myself, to Beyrout, where he may be of essential service to 
Colonel Rose, according. to the turn of affairs, and enable me to reply with 
advantage to your Lordships inquiry respecting the correctness of Archbishop 
Marad’s statement, and to form a more available judgment of the real state of 
‘lair in Mount Lebanon than any which I could ultimately venture to found 
‘upon the ideas of those who, great as their moral and intellectual merits may 
tbo, have naturally to support the inconvenience of being regarded, however 
erroncously, as in some measure entangled in the controversies, feelings, and 
prejudices of the pluce where they reside. 

With respect to the Archbishop himself, 1 saw him occasionally when he 
was here as the real representative of the Matonite Patriarch, and I found him 
At all times a most zealous and uncompromising partisan of the House of 
Shehab, He writes to me from Rome, and 1 counselled him, in language as 
decided as politeness would allow, to give up his notion of repairing to London, 
and to relinquish the hope of a change, to which only natural causes and diffi- 
culties made insuperable by them could be expected to reconcile those Cabinets 
who had unanimously and deliberately recommended the present form and 
system of adninisteation in the Mountain. 

Thave, &e., 
ignet STRATFORD CANNING. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 26, 


Colonel Roe to 8 ning. 
pbs Rose to Sir Stratford Canning 
Sir, Beyrout, June 3, 1844. 

BY the last’ packet I received a despatch from the Earl of Aberdcen, dated 
the 30th of April last, inelasing to me copies of a correspondence between his 
Lordship and the Archbishop of Lattakis, wsetber with copy of a petition 
stated by that ecclesiaatic to he addressed by the chiefs of the Maronites to Her 
Majesty's Government, and a ‘Note de faite” inclosed in it. 

a: aie that copies of these documents have already reached your 
ho Eutl of Aberdeen having instructed me to report on the allegati 
Archbishop Murad, 1 took the steps which appeared Wo me best calculated of 
elicit the truth, and Lhave the honour to say that the result has been most 
unfavourable to the views, statements, and even the character of the Arch- 


Mahop 
It was indispensable to ascertain two material points. 


1, Whether the Archbishop of Lattakia really was what he represented 
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himself to be, the representative of the Maronites or their chief, or empowered 
by them to act as he has done in favour of the Shehabs and against the present 
state of affairs in the Lebanon? 

‘2. Whether the facts stated by Archbishop Murad in support of his views 
and proceedings were founded, or not so? 

TAs regards the first point, [have the honour to inclose to your Excellency 
the translated copy of an excellent letter to me from the spiritual chief not only 
of Archbishop Murad but of the whole of his church, bis Eminence the Patri- 
arch of the Maronite people 3 

3. A translated copy of a letter from Bishop Tubia, a colleague of Arch- 
bishop Murad, whom he well knows, the agent of the Patriarch, and the real 
agent of the Maronite people, recognized as such by the Turkish authorities in 
the important matter of the Government of the Mountain and of the indem- 
nities. 

"As regands the letter of Bishop Tubia, when I heard from your Excellency 
‘some time ago that Archbishop Murad intended to proceed to Paris and London, 
forthe furtherance of hit views, I wrote to Bishop ‘Tuba, in consideration of 
his position, to ask him whether he had knowledge of the Archbishop's pro- 
ceeding or journey. 

‘At the same time advised the Maronite Kaimacam, the Emir Haidar, to 
make « similar inquiry of the Patriarch. ‘The Emir, in reply, received # com- 
Inunication to the same effect as that of Bishop Tubia, and which he gave me to 
“understand was from the Patriarch ; but as it was neither signed nor sealed it 
UGid not possess much value, Your Excellency will see that in his letter to me 
his Eminence now acknowledges himself as the writer of that document. 

T will not inerease the bulk of this correspondence by sending a copy of 
my letter to the Patriarch. 5 

“Aided most materially by the highly judicious mode in which the Earl of 
‘Aberdeen treated Archbishop Murad’s application, 1 of course wrote in the 
manner which was most likely to elicit a frank and satisfactory reply, not forget. 
ting to insert in my letter that excellent declaration contained in the second 
letter of his Lordship to the Archbishop, which says-— 

That if the Maronites wish to retain the good will of England, and to 
have a.claim npon her good offices in an hour of need," Sc., Ke.,to the end of 
the paragraph. : 

1 beg respectfully to draw your Excellency’s attention to the greut impor- 
tance of the Patriarch’ letter to me; placed in contrast with the position und 
pretensions of the Archbishop of Lattakia, ts stern truth annihilates both the 
Pre and the other, and in so doing causes discredit and great prejudice to the 
Shehab party. 

"The Maronite nation can do no nct without the consent, or sanction, or 
knowledge of their Patriarch. He is decorated with a Nishan from the Sultau, 
‘and i acknowledged by the Porte as the supreme ecclesiastical authority of the 
Maronite nation. 

“Assad Pasha and the Maronite Kaimncam also assure me that Archbishop 
‘Murad is in 00 way whatever authorized to epeak or act as the representative of 
the Maronite nation, although he certainly is the agent of a dangerous political 
faction. ‘Therefore the Archbishop stands coudemned by both his spiritual and 
temporal authorities. 

When the form of government was settled by the Porte and the Powers, 
Archbishop Marad’s duties, whatever they were, ceased. 

‘The letter of the Patriarch, moreover. renders it most difficult for the 
French Government to give support any longer to a person whom his own 
superior proves to be a self-styled representative without a constituency, and a 
churchman without veracity. 

“The French Government allowed the Archbishop to go to Paris, although 
he profesced himself an agent of party whose extlusion from power, in con 
junction with ber allies, France had sanctioned. ‘They allow him, to stay in 
Paris, althouzh Her Majesty's Government, who nd acted in perfect unison 
with the French Government on the question of Mount Lebanon, did not approve 
the Archbishop's presence in London ; therefore the French Government may 
‘almost be said to have avowed a support which their agents have so constantly 
faiven to the Shebab family in this country, the support not only of culpable 
Thachinations but actually that also of French money. 
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But the main stay of the Shebab party, their representative, who has been 
received, and therefore countenanced at Paris, becomes, it must be said in truth, 
by the declaration of the Maronite Patriarch, a political adventurer; other 
evidence which I shall have the honour to offer, exposes the character of this 
ecclesiastic in darker colours. I shall show that he has endeavoured to excite 
insurrection in this country, to sow disorder where peace exists, in order to 
show that a Shehab can alone check that disorder ‘which has been of his 
creation. 

Can then the French Government any longer take by the hand a man or a 
party who have been guilty of acts which are an outrage on the first principles 
of religion, honour, and humanity; who would see this country in disonder— 
yes, in intestine war and all the horrors consequent on it, provided one 
favourable object could be fulfilled: who are ready to purchase political power 
by the sacri of the lives and happiness of their benighted countrymen t 

Unfortunately the French Government have for their political views already 
too much identified themselves with that party and that policy. ‘The exposure 
of Archbishop Murad by a patriarch whose influence and power the French 
Government have ever acknowledged, will afford them a decent pretext for 
retreat. 

‘The presence of Archbishop Murad in Paris is. productive of incalculable 
harm in this country. It causes the most reasonable doubts as to the good faith 
of the French Government, and the belief, only too much confirmed by the con. 
duet of the French agents, is universal that France is not united in opinion with 
her Allies ; that she wishes to upset the present form of Government, although 
abe contributed to bring into existence, and substitute, that of a Shehab, 

But apart from the assumption of an authority denied to him by his Patri- 
arch, his Eminence in the most unqualified manner accuses. the Archbishop of 
being guilty of falschood in another matter. -Archbishop Murad. accuses the 
Maronite Kaimacam of having given 60,000 piastres asa bribe to the Pasha of 
Beyrout, but the Archbishop's Patriarch says, that this, his complaint, is 
pure falschood :" can words be stronger than this? What a stroax but just 
reproof from the Patriarch to his eulpable subordinate. 

As regards the second point, the truth of the facts adduced by the Arch- 
bishop in aupport of bis views and proceedings, I have the honour to say that 
some are totally without foundation, some much exaggerated, and. the rest the 
general consequences of ‘Turkish and Arab mistule. But the chief and main 
‘cause of political agitation and want of order ure the aim of the Turkish, aud the 

Saoeealag intrigues of Archbishop Murad's. party for power, circumstances— 
which T have had the honour so frequently to ring under the notice of your 
Excellency. 

Thave the honour to consider some of the Arehbishop's statements; the "Note 
de faits" says, « Un homme seul ne peut pas se ructtee en voyage pour aller a la 
distance dane heure sans étre accompagné de quelques autres hominis armés.” 

‘This statement is totally without foundation. 1 myself have traversed the 
Lebanon by night and by day without an attendant or arms, tot even a atick, 
and have never met with anything but civility. 

English travellers, since the establishment of the two Kaimacams, in num: 
bers, amongst the number Indies, have crossed the Lebanon in all directions, 
sleeping under tents, always without escort, and often without arms; and 
neither Mr. Moore nor myself remember one case of aggression or insult as 
regards. them on the part of the inhabitants. Only the day before yesterday 
Lord ‘Thomas Hay went across the Lebanon, day and night, from Beyrout to 
Baalbeck, accompanied by a single servant and a muleteer, and returned, having 
passed through the encampment of some wild Bedouins, without having expe 
rienced the slightest impediment. In fact, the Mount Lebanon is the only 
part of Syria where the traveller journies with confidence. 

Anarchy cannot be said to exist when Mr. Moore informs me that both 
Kaimacams have shown their power by either obtaining payment of debts for 
British subjects, or arresting the debtor; when criminals, if they are not 
arrested, are forced to tly; when travellers, priests and merchants, pursue their 
journies and lawful calling in. security. 

‘As regards what the ‘*Note de faits" says respecting the four persons 
killed, and who belonged to the families of Gabaish (Habeish) and Bah-dah,(Des 
dah) it is a misstatement, which the Archbishop must have known to be such 
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i In conse- 
illed during the time of Mustapha, Pasha. 
the four Per Taal conic, one af these rival factions lle in revenge an 
then fled the country. * 
orth _— reqlurerdiog. the tribute is @ partial misstatement, | 
Watrsccel to the Rentes Commonales” which Archbishop Murad 
tat were for the bien pubic” the real of x Yong investigation that 
ul °:Gien privé” of the two last Shehab Governor 
Na mecasenite sare mllowed mnvenient an example, and the 
Be er a patie ee apn “the Emir Haidar, avo, there i 
Se Pifeheve as stated in my dexpatch No. 29, derives. benefit fom it. 
He earset to the rurders, I had the honour in. my despatch No. 47, 10 
sr Excellency. pet 8 
por the 1 umnt a to what occurred at Deir-cl-Kamar is most glaring, 
“The snearrence was reported in my despatch No, 74 of last year to your Be 
Hesse No Chrtans were plundered, nor were any persons killed ‘or 
et tnt tenth Soe 
th sh of the Governor to intr es y 
is sear ths minute by Ses A rccaeen eae ee ie 
"The Archbishop's attack upon the Gov 
met Rit peabe, ‘of it by the Patriarch, clergy, and notables of Kesrouan, 06 16 
Carey he SE oreanieal for a Shehab, I have ween a copy of a petition 
i inst thet. 
of a ate date in which (he, Getrerents me frm considenng. any farther the 
mis-statements of Bishop Murad. ere aa 
i 4 he state. of Mount Leban ’ 
Far be fr sent epecally an European setae; but the new form 
oo aoa ‘has been assailed by such Cavin = faethe raat 
hat it has survived at all. 8 it 24 ae ia Em 
Mountain do 


tech guarantees of peace, entitled besides to the interest of the Consuls, 


‘food faith and humanity are not lost sight of 

es feet et My direct ‘your Excelleney’s attention to proof of 

Lala Marad’s endeavour to involve the inhabitants of this country in 

aaareeetien and disorder for the sake of part porposes, and tothe inference 10 

be deduced therefrom, that i the Freel overeat donot ot denon toe 
hey will share bis guilt, TL bave the honou ne t0Y 

fetey ot i et are aes 

to me By is chief, before, which 1s important, 1 nade any 

tad to me BY ort ceeto him respecting Archbishop, Murais application t 


the Farl of Aberdeen. 
‘Assaad Pacha has confirmed to 
written to inhabitants of the Gebbet 


then to deacon avadiraual who for party purposes hos incited his ignorant 


ey S di docds uf lawlessness, to say 
ymen ce to their Sovercizn, and deeds of , 10 
that sock a peo dite dignitary of a Christian church, baal educa and 
tantated, ie a reproof eo bitter, that it even is proportionate to the wic 
bishop of Lattakia. . ee 

es a ah imy duty to furnish your Excellency with Caan ao 
against a deplorable policy, and the Pwned cuore sole baci 
io ‘with which your Excellency will, se ity may 
Monte th allied country, or at any rate diminish ts fering 


Be 
Ne SUGH ROSE. 


ne the statement that letters have been 
“Pesbarré hy Archbishop Murad, inciting 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 26. 
‘The Patriarch of the Maronite Nation to Colonel Rose. 


After the usual compliments. 
(Translation.) May 30, 1844. 

IN the best of times we have received your Seigneury's letter dated 27th 

instant, and we understood it and we praised the Almighty for your content- 
‘ment and wished-for health, and in which your Seigneury stated that a high 
letter has been received by you from his Excellency Lord Aberdeen, the illus- 
trious Minister of the Foreign Affairs in London, inclosing copies of a corres- 
pondence which took place between his Excellency and his reverence our bro- 
ther Archbishop Nicholas Murad, the venerable, and that in one of the Arch- 
bishop’s letters addressed to his Excellency Lord Aberdeen there is a petition 
without seals or signatures, alleging to be presented on the part of the chiefs 
and principals of the Maronite nation in Mount Lebanon to Her Majesty's 
Government, and that the said Archbishop states in his letter that he is an 
‘agent on the part of the Maronite people ; and he, as well as the contents of the 
ssid petition, also entreats warnuly from his Excellency Lord Aberdeen for the 
return to power of the family of the Shehab Emirs; and he puts forward a strong 
accusation against the Turkish authorities and against the Government of Emir 
Haidar, for corruption, oppression, and tyranny, 8 occurring in the country; and 
he complains also of his Excellency the Emir Haidar, for having been the cause 
of paying 60,000 piastres as a bribe to his Excellency the Pasha, in the affair of 
collecting: the Miri of Kesrouan, and that Lord Aberdeen, the illustrious, has 
now instructed your Seigneury to lay before him an explanation of the statement 
of Archbishop Murad, and of the contents of the said petition; therefore you 
thought it important’ to be informed by us, whether we authorized the said 
Archbishop to presont the petition in question, or to state that statement against 
the Government of Mount Lebanon to his Excellency Lord Aberdeen, the illus- 
triows ; or whether we consider him as an agent on our part and on the part of 
the Maronite people for what has been valet 

‘Now all this statement of your Seigneury became known to us, and it truly 

has extremely surprised us, because we have absolutely no knowledge of the 
petition in question which your Seigneury mentioned, nor is the said Archbishop 
Ueputed by us for that parpose, nor have we also any knowledge that he is 
deputed by the commonalty af the nation (Maronite) in order to be able to 
prmsent that petition. ‘As we have no knowledge of this matter, how can he 
he considered by us to be deputed for that on our part, or on the part of the 
people? And as we have previously written to his Excellency the Emir Haidar, 
that the departure of the above-mentioned person to France is not with our 
permission, nor have we any knowledge of it, 

"You stated also that your Seigneury long ago, at the time of the Miri 
affhir, had seen a petition signed by his Keverence our brother and Procurator, 
the Archbishop Paul, the venerable, by their Reverences our brothers the 
Reverend Bishops, by the Superiors of the convents, by the Clenzy, and by the 
Chiefs and principals of the people, in which they praise his Excellency the 
Emir Haidar, the illustrious, and his Government in all praise. As to that peti- 
tion, it is trae to have been presented, as your Seigneury stated, and we have 
seen it, and all what is stated in it-as to the Government of his Excellency the 
above-mentioned Emir is true; and as to the statement of your Seigncury, 
that the Archbishop Nicholas has complained of his Excellency the Emir 
Haidar, the illustrious, for having been the cause of paying 60,000 pinstres in 
bribe to his Excellency the Pasha in the affair of collecting the Min of Kes- 
rouan, &c., this kis complaint is a pure falsehood, for neither his Excellency 
the Emir, the above mentioned, has bribed, nor the Turkish authority bas been 
bribed in that matter, as it was previously represented by our brothers the 
Bishops. the clergy, and the principals of Kesrouan on that subject. Finally, 
your Seigneury requested that we would keep your letter as confidential; 
Recording to the request of your Seigneury it will be kept confidential, of which 
rest assured. 

“And this is what is necessary to be set forth, whilst we hope for the con- 
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tionance of your favours in the announcements of your beloved pleasure, and 


health for the sake of our repose. 
‘And with all that is due from our part, may the High God prolong your 


am ‘The humble 


(LS) (Signed) JOSEPH PETER, 
The Patriarch of Antioch 


Inclosure 3 in No. 26. 
Bishop Tubia to Colonel Kose. 


Translation.) March 9, 1844. 

"THE day before yesterday, the 7th instant, we received your Seigneury’s 
letter pl the 3nd of the month, which filled us with joy, because it 
titsed us of the pureness of your good health, for which we thanked 
the Almighty ; and all that you were pleased to say became known to us, 

‘You were pleased to say that your Seigneury regretted our departure trom 
Beyrout before secing you. ‘This isa thing which we do not doubt for we have 
peyroabt of the friendship of your Seigneury and your laudable qualities and 
your distinguished manners. We beg the Almighty to grant us a return of our 
Meeting with you, and to see your Seigneury in all happiness, for we have no 
jnerit in our friendship to your Scigneury, because it is ‘based on the reunion 
ME your ‘beloved qualities and especially your kindness towards your, husuble 
servant. 

WWe have acquainted his Eminence with the contents of despatches which 

cou received from his Excellency the Ambassador of your great, Government 
2s Sublime Porte on the affair of the property damaged at Djouni, and the 
option of the means for its settlement, abd also of what you had the Kindniw 
to inform us of: his Eminence presents to your Seigneury his due and deservi 
reverence and consideration, and salutes your noble feeling, He and we have 
wr due and beneficial prayers before His Majesty the Creator of the creation 
for the preservation fof the ereatuess of your great Government, and. for 
Atrengthening the sceptre of her power for ever; and, to protect the existence 
sere Excellency the magnificent Ambasstdor, and not deprive us of your 
precious presence and zeal, which is always the refuge and succourer of the 
and distressed. 

You have arked us confidentially as to the motive of the departure of is 
Reverance the Archbishop Nicholas Murad, the most honoured, to Paris on his 
Revert adon, and whether it is for sny object but for tenvelling, as otherwise 
his trouble would be fruitless? 

Weean assure your Seigneury that we neither know the motive of his 
journey in question, nor did we hear of his departure, of which, we bad) ne 
Lhowledge, till we heard tately from individuals at Beyrout of his arrival at 
MOTenES' and no more than that, You have already ascertained our seuti 
Marie that we would oot tell you what is not true, amd you have had nctual 
aperence of this, and you will be the more convinced of the same by fa 
experience. 

This is wi 
favoured. by the announcement of your desirable wellare for the sake of 
repose thereupon, 


the Almighty wwe your precious life! 
gad dy as) *Sighed) BISHOP 'TUBIA AOUN. 


— 
Inclosure 4 in No, 26. 


hat we have to state to your Seigneury, trusting to be ulways 


Minute of Colonel Rove's intersiew with Emir Haidar's Kiya: trawlated by 
M, Nenie Jabel, 


May 25, 1844. 


MR. EYD HATTIM, the secretary of the Emir Haidar, came to mie and 
requested me by the Emir's particular desire to accompany him 10 Colonel 
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Rose’s house, to act as interpreter for a confidential communication which he 
was charged fo convey to that gentleman. 

Mr. Eyd Hattim said that the Emir wished to know whether the Porte 
has shown any disposition to restore the property of the Bekaa to its owners, 
‘and to have the Colonel's advice with respect to the proceedings of the propric- 
tors, who seem anxious to ascertain the feelings of the authorities on this 
matter as the crops are at hand, and who scem rather disposed to oppose than 
to suffer the Mutsellim or appaltator of the Beka from appropriating himself 
of the recolts of thase lands. Colonel Rose advised the Emir to warn them to 
abstain from any insubordinate act, and at the same time to state their demands 
in a petition. 

"The Kiaya then added that the Emir wished to acquaint Colonel Rove 
with details of great public interest about the spirit of rebellion lately sbown by 
the inhabitants of Gebbet-Besharré in refusing to pay the Miri, notwithstanding 
two bouyurouldis issued to that effect by Assaad Pasha. That the Emir's agents 
and adherents in that district have reported to him m few days ago, that the real 
‘object of those inhabitants was not to evade the payment of the reasonable rate 
‘of taxes chimed from therm, fi equal proportion to the other districts of the 
Mountain ; but that the truth was ascertained by those agents that the Sheik 
Biatrox Karany and another influential person, certain Abou-saat, bad received 
letters from Archbishop Nicolus Murad, in which he aunounced to these persons 
that the French Government have lately taken up the affair of the Shehabs, and 
that the means which would tend more efficaciously to further the views of that 
Government to restore the Shehabs to the command of the Mountain, were the 
increase of disorder and discontent in its districts. ‘That in conformity to those 
instigations the people were incited to insubordination, and that Sheik Francis 
had come with a number of men from the Baalbce district to aid the 
ane, 

‘That Eniie Haidar is most anxious to retain bis position, but that he was 
not suiticently oF honestly supported by his superior Pasha; and that 

nder the present circumstancea the Emir’s position was a very difficult 
one. 

‘That there were many instances which show clearly that the Shebab party 
are again retiowing their intrigues in behalf of that family with the support of 
Fronch ta; that a certain Tannoos-e2-oghry, an ex-secretary of the Emir 
Kassim Shehab, went lately to France with M. Bourée, and that at the suggestion 
‘of the latter the partisans of the Shehabs are now getting ready a fresh petition, 
which has alrendy been signed by some Christians und Druses, in their bebalf; and 
that petition is to be sent to Bishop Murad who hae already informed his agents 
ia all the Lebanon (o confirm its contents by the incitement of the people to 
insubordination and disorder in the count 

‘That Emir Haldar is quite willing to unite and reconcile himself with the 
Druse chief who are disposed to the maintenance of the present form of 
Governinent fa the Mountain, but that it is due to his position and policy, parti- 
ularly when the usages of the mountaineers are considered, that those Sheiks 
should make some advasices first, which the Emir is ready and pledges himself 
to return four-fold towards them. 

That, in conclusion, if the Emir were to be honestly supported by the 
‘Tukish authorities, he would by the aid of his own party and the advice of 
Colonel Rose effectually defeat the schemes of his antagonists, but if not he 

will be compeled to desist, and in that case he will beg Colonel Rose 
to procure for him his abdication, aad petition for a Turkish Governor for the 
Mountain. and at the same time throw himself under Colonel Rose's protec- 
tion, as the British Government were the means of his appointment to the 
Kaimacamship of the Mountain. 

"That, finally, the Emic relies solely and exclusively upon the support of 
Colonel Rose, and that for the fature be will make it a rule to ask Colonel 
Rose's advice in any matter of public interest, and not to conceal from him 
anything. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 26. 
Sir Stratford Canning 10 Colonel Rose 


Sir, “onstuntinople, June 12, 1844. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the critical posture of affairs in. Syria, and my 
earnest desire to reply without loss of time to your tate important despatches 
respecting them, circumstances have occurred ta tie up my hands und to make 
it impossible for me to write to. you sooner with any prospect of advantage to 
the public interests, Even at this moment my communications must be in many 
respects imperfect, though I think we have reached a point at which it is destr= 
able for you to be made acquainted with the intentions of the Porte in so far as 
they are known, and also with the views of my colleagues as shown in their lan- 
guage to me concerning the affairs of Mount Lebanon, 

From. your despatches I have collected in general that although great 
obstacles have been experienced in carrying out the system of measures adopted 
by the Porte at the recommendation or with the acquiescence of the Five Powers, 
those obstacles were such as it was reasonable to anticipate from the first, and 
that if they had become insurmountable without a reference to Constantinople, 
it was less on account of their inherent difficulty, than owing to the vacillation 
of Assaad Pasha, to a want of union among the Consuls, and especially to, the 
intrigues of those who are devoted to the Shcbab family and other party interesta 
"These more salient features of the transaction in which you have been 90 long 
and earnestly engaged, have come out into stronger relief as your correspon 
dence advanced ; and your last despat sd but three days ago, in expos- 
ing the misstatements and misconduct of ip Murad, oes tar to. etab= 
lish the correctness of your preceding inipressions 

It was prior to the receipt of your later communications th 
long to no purpose for the despatches expected at the Porte from Assia 
{pied my colleagues at. meeting eld. on my propo al the Interouncio’s 
house. result of this interview confirmed our worst apprehensions, and lelt 
no doubt on iny mind that the French and Austrian Representatives were pre: 
pared to follow a course of their own in the affaira of Mount Lebanon, What- 
ever may be the cause of motive of this separation frou their colleagues, the 
reinstatement of the Shebaby fatnly, ost feasible mode of the 
whole Mountain once more under a Catholic ebiet, is evidently the object which 
appears most naturally to account for their conduct 

My own conviction that proper means had not been employed to carry into 
effect the plan adopted in, 1842, and that the abandonment of that plan by so 
any great Powers without a clear necessity was ill caloulated cither to sustain 
their credit of to promote the success of any other arrangement, could avail 
but little to shake a resolution formed to all appearance beforehand, ond though 
not resting perhaps on definite instructions, agreeable wo doubt to the senti. 
ments prevailing at Paris and Vienna. 

Even the concurrence of the Russian and Prussian Representatives did not 
sable me to insist with success upon the propriety of our supporting the 
Turkish authorities in a fresh attempt to accomplish what bad hitherto been 
deemed our common object, by a strenuous and unanimous employment of all 
the legitimate means at our disposal. 

The unexpected course, which has singe been taken by the Porte, hus 
served to counteract what appeared to be the inevitable, as it certainly wak the 
hatural, consequence of this state of things. Instead of suspending all further 
interference in the question and waiting for instructions adapted to its present 
stage, I find myself abruptly called upon to resume a decided attitude, ‘The 
Captain Pasha’s fleet, which went to sea as if to attend upon. the Sultan. is now 
proceeding to the coast of Syria, and the Porte has not only avowed its desti- 
hation, but stated to me her firm resolution to adhere to the measures already 
adopted for the government of Mount Lebanon, and to endeavour to give theus 
effect by the united counsels of the Captain Pasha and the Pasha of Sidon. 

In the period which elapsed between my conference with the otber Repre- 
sentatives and the departure of the Ottoman squadron, I received instructions 
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from the Foreign Office, communicating a further correspondence 

bishop Murad, and directing me to report upon the correctness of th: 
statements. As was informed that no decision would be taken by Hi 
Government belore the receipt of my report, I thought it might be useful to 
send a gentleman of the Embassy to Beyrout, for the purpose of communicating 
more freely with the sources of Iecal intelligence, and relieving you from a 
share of that responsibility which falls with aggravated weigl 

Station at a juncture like the present. The intentions of the Porte, as now 
avowed, have confirmed me in the prosecution of this idea; and if other motives 
were wanting I should find them in the difference of opinion which appears to 
prevail in some important respects between our impressions and those of the 
French and Austrian Agents. 

‘Mr. Alison, whom I have charged with this duty, will wait upon you as 
soon as he reaches Beyrout. He will show you the few lines of instruction 
which T have addressed to hin: respecting the affairs of Mount Lebanon, and 1 
recommend hit to your good offices and confidence, during the short term of 
his visit to Syria. Intimately acquainted with the affairs of this Embassy, and 
frequently employed in confidential business with the Ottoman Ministers, he is 
peoulinsly fitted to supply the deficiencies: of my correspondence, and to assist 
you in communicating with the Turkish commanders on the present very deli- 

ecaxion 

You are alreadly in hip Belvidera” will carry 
Mr. Alison to Beyrout, and that Her Majesty's sloop “ Snake" has been dis- 
patched to keep company with the Captain Pasha’s squadron. According to 
the information I receive from Rifsat Pasha, it is not improbable that the 
former of those vessels will bo the first to reach Beyrout. Not having been 
called upon to exercise any influential judgment on the two main points of 
policy ndopted by the Porte, namely the destination of the squadron and the 
Execution of the arrangement previously accepted from the Five Powers, I had 
‘only to choose between # silent observation of the intended proceedings, of an 
native endeavour to keep them in a right state and to contribute to their suc- 
cess by any proper means at my disposal. 

You wre already in possession of the motives which determined me to 
pursue the latter course, ,and Tam happy to say that I have succeeded in 
obtaining from the Porte assurances of a description so highly satisfactory that 
{not only reckon upon your being able to co-operate effectually with the 
Turkish functionaries, but do not despair of your obtaining eventually the 
‘ostensible concurrence of all your colleagues. 

'So stron ivleed is the hope which I venture to entertain on this head, 
that under leas ungont circumstances I should prefer detaining Mr. Alison 
until [could invite the other Representatives to meeting, and repeat my 
exertions 10 secure another and united effort in favour of the pending arrange- 
ment, od a corresponding inateuetion to the respective Consuls. But as 
it is desirable that you should be fully acquainted with what is passing 
here at a period as nearly sas may be coincident with Halil Pasha’s arrival 
at Beyrout, 1 determine not to detain Mr. Alison, and to reserve for a 
future occasion whatever I may have to add in consequence of another meeting, 
should it toke place, with their Excellencies my colleagues. 

Tn the mean time T can only conjecture as the most probable contin- 
goney, that you will not yet meet with much cordial assistance from any 
bot the Russian and Prussian Consuls, though it may be difficult for those 
who stand aloof to take auy open part in opposition to the Sultan’s Repre- 
sentatives, veting, ax | trust they will, in conformity with the assurances 
given fo me through the first interpreter of the Embassy as well as through 
Mr. Alison. 

Ttremains for me to give you a more accurate idea of the assurances to 
which 1 refer. 

In the first place. the Albanians are to be sent away from Beyrout, and 
the station is to be occupied by other irregular troops. 

In the second, another battalion of the line will be joined, as before, to the 
cone still quartered near Deir-el-Kamar. 

‘In the third, facilities will be afforded both as to time and as to pecuniary 
means for the payment of the indemnities, and it is expected that a temporary 
remission of the Miri will not be withheld. 
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In the fonrth, the appointments of the Governors will be completed by the 
restitution of the 800 purses subtracted by Assand Pasha. . > 

‘in the. ith, instructions will be given to the Pashas respecting the nomi- 
pation of a Maronite Vakeel at Deir-cl-Kamar, and the collection of the taxes 
by 2 Druse or Maronite Vakeel in the districts of mixed population. a 
Y ® Thave further to state that the Porte has declared explicitly its determi- 
nation to abstain from employing force except for the repression of overt acts 
of resistance to the Sultan's authority, and that Faik Efendi, appointed by the 
Porte to accompany the Captain Pasha, bas been invested with the character of 
Musteshar for the express purpose of assisting the Admiral with his advice in 
Syria advice of the Consuls and yours I believe in particular, will be 
acceptable, i tendered in confidence to the Pashas ; but it is quite unnecessary 
far the to ‘remind you of the prudence and circumspection which were never 
more required than now in every part of this delicate and complicated trans- 
action. 


ke, 
“STRATFORD CANNING. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received July 21.) 


Wo. 120.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, June 13, 1844. 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Londship’s information, 
the few lines of instruction respecting the affairs of Syria which I addressed to 
Mr. Alison before his departure for Beyrout 

T have stated elsewhere the motives which prevailed with me to take this 
step under the pressing circumstances of the moment, and T hope that your 
Lordship will not disapprove of the responsibility which T have ventured to 
aca nthe interest of er Majesty's service. 

Mr. Alison embarked in the * Devastation,” but from the Gulf of Smyrna 
he will proceed to the coast of Syria in Her Majesty's ship * Belvidera.”” 1 
thought it advisable to inform my colleagues of Mr. Alison’s destination, 

‘The Honourable Captain Grey, who commands the * Belvidera,” hnd_pre- 
viously at my request dispatched the ‘* Snake” to keep in sight of the Turkish 
squadron, and to convey a confidential letter, of which a copy is inelosed here- 
Sth, from me to Colonel Rose, The Captain Pasa being detained at Mitylene 
jn making some repairs to his rigging, the ““Snake" was sent on to Beyrout; 
but neither vessel. will probably be detained there except at the request of Her 
Majesty's Consul. 

T have, 8c 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING 


Bete SS 


Inclosure 1 in No, 27. 
‘Sir Stratford Canning to Mr. Alison. 


Sir, Constantinople, Jhine 12, 1844 
CONCEIVING that in the altered state of affairs in Mount Lebanon ‘t is 
desirable for me to obtain a clearer notion of what is passing in that distriet. and 
of the sentiments entertained by the leading men and several partiest here with 
respect to the new form of administration, T thought of sending a confidential 
‘son to communicate directly with Her Majesty's Consul-General at Beyrout 
‘and other sources of local intelligence, when the departure of the Ottoman 
squadron for Syria and the avowsl of a certain line of policy as adopted by the 
Porte supplied me with additional motives for persevering in that intention, 
Tn looking for an individual qualified to perform this service my choice 
naturally fell upon you, whose Knowledge of the languages of the country and 
habitual intercourse with the Turkish Ministers are so many titles to preference 
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on such an occasion. It is therefore with full confidence in your ability, zeal 
and discretion, that I now select you for the service respecting which I have 
already commimnicated with you in the most ample and unreserved manner. 

‘The objects to which I now particularly direct your attention, are, first, the 
allegations contained in a statement transmitted to the Earl of Aberdeen from 
Paris by Archhistiop Murad; and secondly, the proceedings which are intended 
to follow the arrival of the Captaia Pasha at Beyrout. 

With respect to the former I am desirous of knowing to what degree reliance 
may be placed on their correctness. 

With respect to the latter I have to express a hope, and indeed a well- 
founded expectation, that your acquaintance with the whole range of my late 
communications with the Porte will enable you to operate with good effect, 
though confidentially, and in concert with Colonel Rose, upon the united 
councils of Halil Pasha and the Pasha of Sidon, 

Inclosed herewith is a copy of the paper presented by Archbishop Murad, 
and on reaching Beyrout you will apply to Colonel Rase for permission to read 
the despatch in which he bas recorded his animadversions upon the contents of 
that paper. You have already perused the despatch which I have this day 
auldressed to that oficer, and you have generally had access to the correspondence 
concerning the affairs of Mount Lebanon, 

With whomsover it may be your duty to communicate in Syria, whether 
with the more distinguished of the Consular Agents, with the high functionaries 
of the Porte, or with the chiefs and partisans of the Mountain, you will be care 
ful I well know to act with all becoming discretion and to conciliate the good 
will and confidence of those with whom you may be ealled upon to act. 

What little I have to-add on this occasion relates to the manner in which 

joware to proceed to Beyrout. ‘The ‘Devastation " will convey you to the Gulf of 
Smyrna, and Her Majesty's ship “ Belvidera,”" commanded by the Honourable 
Captain Grey, will then receive you on board and convey you to the place of 
your destination, 

You will not prolong your absence from the Embassy beyond the term 
which you may find indispensable for the due execution of my instructions, and 
on your return I have no doubt that you will receive every assistance from the 
conimandlers of Her Majesty's vessels, which other demands upon their services 
may leave them at liberty to give. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Roxe, 


(Most Coofdential.) 
Dear Sir, Constantinople, June 7, 1844. 

IN answer to my inquiries I learn from the Captain Pasha that the Turkish 
squadron which is already below the Dardenelles, will proceed at once to the 
coast of Syria. ‘The Captain Pasha, who left Constantinople with the Sultan 
and was expected to return with His Majesty, takes command of the squadron, 
and is no doobt instructed to act in concert with Assoad Pasha for the more 
complete settlement of the new administration in Mount Lebanon, 

1 believe that the Porte intends to adhere with firmness to the arrangement 
adopted by her in concert with the Five Powers, 

My proposal to endeavour, by the employment of an united and energetic 
moral force, to overcome, if it be practicable, the existing difficulties, did not 
receive the support of the French Ambassador and the Austrian Internuncio, 
who have agreed to consider the plan of the Five Governments as an experiment 
‘which has failed, and upon that representation to resort to their respective Courts 
for fresh instructions pointing to a new arrangement. 

My own conviction is that the experiment has not been fairly or completely 
tried, and that any new expedient or a return to the original scheme of adminis 
stration will be aléo attended with much difficulty and no small hazard of fresh 
disorders. 
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Under these circumstances I intend, after communicating more fully with 
the Turkish Ministers, to request the Honourable Captain Grey of Her Majesty's 
ship * Belvidra,” now at anchor off the Dardanelles, to proceed to Beyrout 
with my despatches for you, and in the meantime to direct Her Majesty's sloop 
“Snake” to follow the Septain Pasha’s squadron and to convey this confidential 
notice to your hands. 

It is probable that Mr. Alison, the Senior Attaché of this Embassy, will 

k in the ** Belvidera.” 
cabitor the moment 1 have ooly to add that Rifaat Pasha’s voluntary and 
decided assurances warrant the belief that the Porte has no intention of using 
force for the execation of its measures in the Mountain, ee) 

My only object in writing to you now is to afford you the earliest informa 
tion of the circumstances which I have mentioned, for your own particular use 
and preparatory guidance. 

Lam, &.. 
(Signed) “STRATFORD CANNING. 


No. 28. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 21.) 


(No. 122) 
My Lord, Constantinople, June 17, 1844. 

HAVING not only ascertained the intentions of the Porte with respect to 
Syria, but having also obtained the assurances which I have mentioned else 
where, Iwas unwilliog fo abandon the hope of prevailing upon my colleagues to 
reconsider the question of Mount Lebanon, and so far to support the intended 
proceedings of the Turkish Government ‘as to unite in suggesting to the 
Fespective Consuls at Beyrout the expediency of communicating with the two 
Pashas, and preparing themselves to lend unanimously their moral aid in exe- 
cation of the present modified measures. But the conversations which I have 
bad separately with Count Stirmer and M. de Bourqueney, entirely con- 
firm my apprebension that they would not feel themselves at liberty to 
make the slightest movement in aid of the armngement hitherto con. 
sidered as the object of joint recommendation and support, and that another 
meeting of the Five Representatives would have no’ effect at present 
beyond that of opposing contradictory reports to each other, and eliciting a 
repetition of arguments already exhausted. ¥ 

‘The Frenich Ambassador conceives his position to be strengthened by the 
speech respecting Syria delivered on the 28th ultimo in the Chamber of De- 
puties by M. Guizot. 

‘The Austrian Interauncio derives from the silence maintained by Prince 
Metternich on three successive post-days, an argument as powerful as that 
suggested to his colleague by the eloquence of the French Secretary. of 
Se go evident that the Porte cannot fl in the attempt ic sho is now to 

pearance proceeding to make, without throwing upon the Five Powers an 
SUPUEaT ocenity of recomidering the whole quealon.of Mouat: Lebanon, 
and providing their Representatives here with fresh and if possible uniform 
instramong the apprehensions excited both here and in Syrin by the vacillating 
conduct of Assaad Pasha, was that of the Porte’s aiming at the reinstatement of 
2 direct Mussulman authority in the Mouotain ; and I am convineed by expres- 
‘Sons which have fallen from Rifast Pasha, that an idea of the kind is enter 
tained as the expedient to which the Porte would ultimately resort upon the 
clear and irecoverable falar ofthe existing arrangement. 

have, &C 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


oe oe SS 
vi 
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No. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received July 21.) 


(No. 132.) 
Constantinople, June 26, 1844. 


with, 
Truflient 


Lordship will have foun 
of facts a strong confirmation of the impressions which his own demesnour had 
already occasioned. 

‘My former despatches will have acquainted your Lordship with the steps 
which 1 have taken for the two-fold purpose of obtaining information free 
from that kind of suspicion which in any disputed case the partisans of one 
opinion are ever ready to, throw upon their adversaries, and of preventing, if it 
te practicable, by fair and honourable means, a forced necessity of embarking in 
fresh discussions and a renewed series of negotiations for the settlement of a 
‘question ‘which ‘many preceding events have made it impossible to settle in 
‘ny but a patched and imperfect manner. 

"The Conviction which I entertain, that by waiting for a report from the 
spot I shall be far better qualified than at prescat to. meet your Lordship’s 
wrors, and that no representations from Vieuna or Paris are likely for the 
noment to overpower evidence derived from sources of at least equal credit, 
prevails with me to postpone yet awhile the execution of that instruction which 
directs my attention to the statement given in by Archbishop Murad. 

In the mean time I have only to state that the language of my colleagues, 
‘of the French and Austrian Representatives on the one side, and of the Russian 
‘and Prussian Envoys on the other, continues to be the same as before. ‘The 
‘attitude of the Porte has also undergone no apparent change ; and as the whole 
of the Captain Pasha's squadron, with the exception of two brigs detached 
towards Saloniea and the coast of Greece, appears tw have proceded to Beyrout, 
itis oatural to infer that no departure from. the line of policy is at 
present contemplated 

"The French steam-packet which arrived the day before yesterday, brought 
no fresh instructions for M. de Bourqueney; and M. de Stirmer, though be 
fas shown me a despatch from Prince Metternich approving his conduct oo the 
subject of Syria, hax not in consequence made any fresh, communication upon 
that subject to Rifaat Pasha. 

Ttis evident under these circumstances, that no advantage could possibly 
be derived from any fresh meeting of the Representatives. bere in the present 
state of thie instrdetios and it is probable that new, perhaps even decisive, 
incidents may take place in Syrin before any more complete understanding can 
be effected among the Five vinets. 

1 have, &e.. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 
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No. 30. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received July 23.) 


(No. 134) 
My Lord, Constantinople, July 2, 1844. 

SINCE I last had the honour of addressing you on the subject of Syrian 
affairs, [have learnt from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Vienna, that Prince 
Metternich, on being made acquainted by his Excellency with my report of what 
occurred at the last meeting of the Representatives of the Five Powers accre- 
dited to this Court, had intimated his intention of directing the Internuncio 
‘to support any reasonable propositions” suggested by me for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the existing arrangements. 

Having called on Count Stiirmer with the view of ascertaining how far 
he was prepared to act in that sense, and having manifested my reliance on his 
favourable dispositions by communicating to him without reserve what had 

between Sir Robert Gordon and Prince Metternich respecting the admi- 
nistration of Mount Lebanon, I was rather disappointed to find that although 
he had received an instruction on that subject the day before, he considered his 
position as remaining essentially unaltered. His Excellency said that he was 
Tastructed to adapt his conduct to the facts of the case, and the interpretation 
wich he pot upon this expression was, that if the exiting arrangement turned 
out to be practicable by being actually reduced to practice, he should support 
of acknowledge it; and that if, as he expected, it failed in standing the test of 
reality, he trasted that recourse would be had to the old, and in his opinion the 
preferable, expediont of reinstating » member of the Shehab family in the 
Fovernment of the Mountain. This declaration, though made with Count 
Stiirmer's usual good humour, was too decisive to leave any room for discus. 
‘sion. I ventured nevertheless to remark that the failure of an experiment, 
which was to be made without one of the principal elements of success, could 
hardly be taken as a satisfactory proof that the adopted. plan was incapable of 
execution, and that the unanimous and uniform concurrence of the Consuls at 
Beyrout had from the frat been reckoned among the indispensable means of 
overcoming the natural difficulties of the ease and reconciling each party to ite 
share of the common sacrifice, 

1 availed myself of this opportunity to explain the course which 1 had 
found it my duty to pursue, and by a brief statement of facts to disprove the 
inconsistency which Count Stirmer was rather inclined to impute to me. On 
learning the destination of the Coptain Pasha's squadron, his Exeellency: had 
privately thrown out a suggestion that it might be expedient for the Five Repre- 
Sentatives to hold another meeting. 1 gave him to understand in say reply, 
that after the total want of union which had appeared at the preceding eonter- 
‘ence, it would be desirable to have some mutual intimation of what we were to 
expect from each other, before we committed ourselves to a repetition of the 
former unfruitfal discussion. Hearing no more frown the Interauncin, | thought 
myself justified in concluding, as indeed 1 had supposed at first, that the only 
object of his suggestion had been to bring about some joint expression of our 
opinions, calculated to restrain and embarrass the proceedings of the Ottwivan 
authorities in Syria. At the same time I saw no reason, to decline enters 
into single communication with Rifaat Pasha as to the Porte’s intentions, 
and the less so when I found the Porte was resolved to adhere to, the existing 
arrangemeat, and did not object to adopt such modification and to afford such 
facilities a8 might tend to recommend it to the avceptauce of the people for 
whose government it had been devised, Having sueceeded in obtaining. the 
degree of improvement described in my despatch of the 12th ultimo to Colonel 
Rose, my next thought was fo communicate the result to my colleagues, and to 
solicit their joint recommendation of it to the respective Consuls at Beyrout. 
But before i ventured upon this step I conceived that it would be prudent to 
ascertain definitively from Count Stiirmer and M. de Bourqueney, whether 
there was any prospect of their feeling themselves at liberty to accede to 

posal, and finding that no ground whatever existed for cutertaining such a 
Rope and that our remaining colleagues, though agreeing in the main with me, 
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were naturally averse to another exhibition of conflicting opinions, I made no 
secret of the line I had taken, but quietly abstained from attempting to revive 
a concurrence which, however sincere at one time, bad at best been productive 
of very little effect. 

Previously to my visit, the Internuncio had been with Rifsat Pasha. ‘The 
language which he held with that Minister, and also the language respectively 
held by the French, Russian, and Prussian Representatives to the same func- 
tionary, is described in the accompanying report addressed to me by M. Pisani. 
‘The Internuncio read to me Prince Metternich’s instruction of the 19th ultimo 
as he had previously read to me a preceding one which approved of his conduct. 
at our last general meeting. 

He also put me in possession of a letter which he had received in answer 

‘an inquiry on his part from the Maronite Patriarch’s Agent at Constantinople. 

is letter relates to the pablic character and proceedings of Archbishop Murad, 
and | have the honour to inclose a copy of it herewith. Struck with the con- 
tradiction which it exhibits to the statement made by the Patriarch himself in 
his correspondence with Colonel Rose, already transinitted to your Lordship, 
U directed a gentleman of the Embassy to wait upon the Maronite Agent and 
to repeat an explanation of the circumstance. Mr. Wood’s report of what 
passed is inclosed in copy herewith, for your Lordship's more complete informa- 
tion. 

‘The French Ambassador adheres as tenaciously as the Tnternuncio to the 
course he has latterly adopted, and Tam bound to state that he disclaims in the 
‘most unequivocal terms on the part of his Government, himself, and the Freach 
official Agents, any participation whatever in the intrigues alleged to have been 
carried on for the restoration of the Shehab family. 

Looking to the whole of these circumstances I cannot do more for the 
prevent than wait for further information from Syria or further instructions 
from your Lordship. 

T have, &, 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 30. 
M. Frederic Pisani to Sir Stratford Canning, 


(Confidential.) 
(Extract.) July 2, 1844, 

RIFAAT PACHA m’a dit ce qui suit: ‘ L'Internonce m’a dit Dimanche 
dernier que si Parrangement qui a été fait était une fois efectué, alors il n'aurait 
rien A dire contre, mais que cet arrangement parait impraticable et ee meme. 
Vexpédition de Halil Pacha ne promet aucun solution en faveur de Varrange- 
ment déja fait.” 

Jai repondn,” dit Rifaat Pacha, “que le Porte ne peat rien dire pone & 
résent; qu’il faut quelle attende les ‘rapports ultérieurs d’Axsand Pacha et de 
Halil Pacha; réponse que M'Iaternonce a trouvé raisonnable. Mais VInter~ 

toonee # encore encourngé la Porte de faire choix de I'Emir Emin; il tient 
beaucoupa cet Emir, Le Baron Bourqueney tient de son c0té, dit Rifaat Pacha, 
| faire donner le gouvernement général du Mont Liban & un chef Maronite, 
sans exception de familles ou de personnes. Il ne propose aucun individu. 

“ Mais il y aurait deux candidats pour la principauté en,cas qu'il serait 
question de remettre le Mont Liban sous Mautorité d'un seul Prince Chrétien, 
savoir, le views Emir Béchir El-Shehab et son fils Emir Emin El-Shebab. 
Le vienx Emir n'est recommandé par aucune Puissance; mais il offre d’aug- 
menter le tribut de 1000 bourses et de faire taire toute prétention d’indemnité 
de la part des Maronites. L’Emir Emin ne fait aucune offe.”” 

Pacha dit que la Russie et Ia Prusse sont pour Vexécution de Par- 
rangement fait. Le Prince Metternich a dit & Mouchtar Bey, diaprés ce que 
celui-ci a écrit demigrement, que Yon pourrait établir un Nazir, un Surinten- 
dant (un Ture) pour agir plus immédiatement sur les Kaimacams dans le cas 
oi il y aurait ace d'opinion entre eux. Le Prince a dit Mouchtar Bey 
‘que si Vimpossibilite de mettre en exécution arrangement devient constante, 
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alors il donnera quelques conseils ala Porte. “' Je vois,"" dit Rifaat, “ que ses 
conseils consisteront & rétablir un seul Prince Chrétien au Mont Liban, et 
qu’en attendant il cherchera & obtenir le consentement de I’Angleterre aussi.” 


Inclosure 2 in No, 30. 
‘M. Elias Hava to Count Stiirmer. 


Traduction.) 
Excellence, Péra, ce 28 Juin, 1844, 

JE remplis un devoir respectueux en répondant A la demande que vous 

aves daigné me faire relativement A la volonté de. Monseignear le Putriarche 
Maronite touchant le retour des Shehabs, et principalement la personne de I'Emir 
Beshir. 
‘Nous savons pour sir que ce préat nous a plus d'une fois témoigné sa pleine 
volonté de voir rétablie dans le Gouvernement du Liban Ia susdite famille des 
Shehabs, Lui comme toutes les personnes sages reconuaissent et sont intime- 
meat persuadés qu’on n’obticndra jamais cette paix et cette tranquillité tant 
désirée si on n’effectue pas le retour des susdits Shehabs ; doit votre Excellence 
peut étre persuadée de la pleine volonté de notre Patriarche et de toute la nation, 
souvent témoignée 4 la Sublime Porte par écrit par V'intermédiaire de Monsei- 
goeur Murad, lequel a été recommandé par Monseigneur le Patriarche d'obtenir 
de la Porte ce méme objet. 

Nous savens en oute qu’ difentes reprises 'Archoréque Murad a eu 
dds lettres générales et particulidres de la part du clergé et du peuple, qui le 
reconnaissaient comme leur procureur et représentant pour s‘employer & supplier 
le retour des Shebabs. Ces mémes lettres lui ont éte expédiées avant et aprds 
son départ pour Paris, 

Le Patriarche Iui-méme, afin que son représentant eGt dans sa charge une 
plus grande influence, a écrit au Saint Sigge afin que celui-ei daignit I'élever au 
grade értgue, at que par 1 il ft munt des prérogativesoficiles en qualité 

représentant du Patnarebe et de tout le peuple Chrétien du Liban, et se 
rendit & Paris pour soliciter auprés de toutes les Puissances le retour ot le 
rétablissement des Shebabs au Gouvernement du Liban, 

Voila tout ce que je puis dire A votre Excellence, et j’ai "'honneur, &c. 

(Signs) “ELIAS HAVA. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 
Mr. Wood to Sir Stratford Canning. 


Sir, Péra, July 2, 1844. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I have secn Elins 
Hava, the agent of the Maronite Patriarch, and in conformity with your instruc- 
tions communicated to him verbally the contents of the Patriarch’s letter to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rose, directing his attention particalarly to the discrepan- 
cies of its statements with those of his own letter to the Internuncio. 

‘Mr. Hava appeared much astonished at the contents of the Patriarch's 
letter, and repeating the statements contained in his own letter, requested if 
possible to sce the original, pretending that he entertained doubts of its authen- 
ticity. 

"pon my communicating your Excellency's message desiring an explana- 
tion of the incongruity of the statements, he said that without having either a 
copy of the original or at least a translation in French or Italian, he could not 
give an answer in writing, but that it ocourred to him the following might be 
the true explanation. é 
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‘When Mustapha Pasha went to the Mountain he sent for the Patriarch, 
and telling him that he was only the spiritual head of the Maronite nation, for- 
dade him strictly from interfering in its politics ; and Archbishop Murad, who 
lay under no such probibition, being consequently chosen by the nation their 
agent in politics, the Patriarch has since that period, when questioned upon 
matters of politics, uniformly denied having any knowledze of them; and acting 
tapon this principle on the present occasion, while he allowed that the Arch- 
bishop was generally deputed by him, he yet denied having given him any par- 
ticular authority with regard to the petition. ¥ 

Although I represented that this answer was unsatisfactory and not to be 
reconciled with the expressions in the Archbishop’s letter, Mr. Hava declined 
fiving any further answer without seeing a copy of the original or a translation 
of the letter. 

“ thee communicated to him the contents of Lord Aberdeen's Jeter to 
‘Archbishop Murad, which with the other papers have the honour to return to 
your Bxcellency herewith inclosed. 

Thave, &e., 
(Signed) ' ALMERIC WOOD. 


No. 31. 
‘The Barl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 120.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1844. 
MY despatch to Lord Cowley No. 187, of which I transmitted a copy to 
your Excellency on the Sth instant, will have placed your Excellency in full 
jon of the sentiments of Her Majesty's Government respecting the present 
Mate of the Syrian question ; and therefore in acknowledging the receipt of 
your Excellency’s despatches on that matter, Nos. 119, 120, 122, 132, and 
194, [have only to acquaint you that 1 entirely approve of your having’ sent 
Mr. Alison to Syria for the purpose of collecting information as to the exact 
position of affairs in that country. 
Tam, &., 
(Signed) | ABERDEEN. 


No. 32. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen —{Received August ‘.) 


(No. 154.) 
My Lord, Buyukdlery, July 17, 1844. 
BY letters Of the 4th instant from Beyrout I learn that the Captain Pasha’s 
ywadron bad arrived there a few days helore ; that his Excellency and Assuad 
fasha had communicated with Colonel Rose and Mr. Alison, both as to the 
disturbed districts of Besharré and Bekaa, and also as to the settlement of the 
general administration of the Mouatain; that the language of the several Consuls 
corresponded with that of the respective Representatives here; that the instruc- 
tions given to Halil Pasha were in keeping with the teuor of the Porte’s assu- 
rances to me, as already submitted to your Lordship ; that deputics were 
summoned from the Mountain to receive the communications of the Pashas; 
that the Captain Pasha was provided with means, both of persuasion and of 
authority, to engage the consent of the more reasonable, and that active mea- 
sures for the reduction of the refractory inhabitants of the Besharré, in concert 
with the Emir Haidar, were in operation under the immediate command of 
‘Assaad Pasha, who had issued a proclamation declaratory of the Porte’s resolu- 
tion to exclude the Shebabs for ever from the Government of the Mountain, 
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The Porte received despatches by the same opportunity from the two 
Pashas at Beyrout. The Secretary of State has not made any communication 
to me upon the subject beyond announcing the fact of Assaad Pasha’s departure 
for Tripoli with a naval and military force. But his Excellency has invited me 
to an interview on the 2Ist instant, stating that he has no earlier day at his dis- 
sal, and proposing to confer with me, upon the affairs of Syrin before the 
departure of the steam-packet on the “Ath. 

In the mean time [ have obtained from one of my colleagues the accompa- 
ying translated copy of the proclamation already mentioned as having been 
issued by Assaad Pasha, and that of another addressed more particularly to the 
Christians of the Mountain by the same cuthorit; 

‘Of neither of these documnts have I yet received copies from Beyrout, an 
‘omission which I ascribe to the unavoidable hurry in which the despatches lad 
been forwarded, I cannot answer for the fidelity of the translations. 

Jam free to say that although the military expedition sent to restore order 
in the district of Besharré, as a preliminary to entering upon the settlement of 
the pending questions of indemnity and administration, has my sincere concur- 
rence, and although I do not feel myself at liberty to blame the Pasha of Sidon 
for proclaiming the permanent exch ‘of the Shebabs, 1 should have been 
better pleased it his Excellency bad abstained from threatening the inhabitants 
of the Mountain with punishment for petitioning in their favour, and had shown 
a less forward disposition to stifle any prevailing discontent by means of personal 
coercion. 

The French Ambassador has presented to Rifant Pasta a kind of protest 
against the proclamation. I have not seen the paper. I heard of its existence 
from Rifaat Pasha; and M. de Bourqueney, when I gave him the openivg., 
informed me that it was in the sbape of an jnstruction to his dragoman, and 
intended for subsequent communication to bis colleagues. I believe that the 
Internuncio has taken a similar step, but he has not honoured me with any 

tion of his confidence on the occasion, and the separate meetings between his 

ellency and the French. Ambassador are sulicenly frequent and long to 
warrant the supposition of their continuing to act in strict coucert with each 
‘other on the subject of Syria, 

M. de Bourqueney has just left my house. In the course of conversation 
he went over most of the ground which we had discussed on previous occasions, 
He asserted most vehemently that he bad never in any degree or measure what- 
ever encouraged the opposition to the plan of 1842, or countenanced any 
intrigue on behalf of the Shehabs; he dwelt much upon the identity of language 
between the late French Consul at Beyrout, who had returned to Paris, aud his 
successor, young and inexperienced in the affairs of the Mountain. He inti- 
mated more than a suspicion that Colonel Rose was tethered down’ to an 
erroncous view of things by certain habits of thought which bad hardened into 
prejudice by long indulgence, and he did not disguise his belief that there was 
more of obstinacy than conviction in my unwillingness to join him in abandon- 
ing, without instructions, the plan agreed upon by the Five Powers and the Porte 
for another which the Porte declared for ever inadmissible, and which three out 
of the Five Powers had not yet accepted, 1 explained, as before, to Baron 
Bourqueney the several stages and motives of my conduct. Admitting the sin~ 
cerity of his declaration as to his own conduct and correspondence, 1 could, not 
conceal that there existed appearances of another and extraordinary influence, 
nor did [ hesitate to maintaja, what indeed does not admit of question, that the 
charge of inconsistency applics neither to Her Majesty's Goverament nor to 
their Representative here, and that if Iam unable to move in concert with my 
Freach and Austrian colleagues, the difficulty arises from the separate fine 
adopted permanently by the Courts which they respectively represent, and their 
determination to take io farther step in support of the plan agreed upon, though 
the Porte adheres faithfully to that agreement, and is actually endeavouring to 
carry it into execution. 

Thave, &e,, 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING 





Inclosure 1 in No. 32. 
Proclamation of Assuad Pasha to the Inhabitants of Mount Lebanon. 


NOUS émanons notre prisent ordre, auquel on doit se conformer, i tous les 
Chrétiens de In Montagne en général depuis Djebel-Besharré jusqa’d Djouni, 
qui doivent savoir que depuis quelques jours son Excellence le Capoudan 
est arrivé ici avec Ia flotte triomphante chargée d’un trés. grand nombre de 
troupes victorieuses et d'une trés grande quantité de provisions et de munitions. 
Son Excellence est autorisée d'arranger d'accord avec nous les affaires du Mont 
Liban et d’organiser son systéme d’administratidn. Nous venons d'apprendre 
que quelques uns des turbulens ennemis de la tranquillité publique, d’accord avec 
lun certain nombre de Druses, sont sur le point d'adresser & son Excellence une 
pétition pour le prier de faire retourner & la Montagne I'Emir Béchir Shehab en 
‘qualité de Gouverneur du Mont Liban, ce qui est impossible d'obtenir, pui 
la Sublime Porte, accord avec les Puissances amies, a décidé de ne plus 
accepter A son service ni Emir Béchir, ni aucun membre de sa famille ; absolu- 
ment comme se6 mesures pourraient compromettre la travquillité publique et 
principalement votre repos, il faut que vous vous absteniez de commettre de 
Bartle ations, Cela qu ove paler om agi ce sujet sera puni sévérement. 
Nous espérons par l'aide de Dien et le moyen de la Sublime Porte, que toute ta 


population en général aura A jouir de la plus parfaite tranquillité. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 32. 
Bouyurouldi of Assaad Pasha. 


‘Praduction.) 13 Djemazi-uleabu 1260 (1 Juillet, 1844). 

‘A TOUS les Emirs, Sheiks, notables, ainsi qu’aux chefs des villages, aux 
paysins et & tous Jes habitans du Mont Liban a partir du district de Jaffa 
‘usu’ Vextrémité du Meten 


Nous yous donnons it connaitre ce qui suit. 

Son Altease le Capoudan Pacha est arrivé avec un grand nombre de vais- 
seaux appartenant a la flotte Tmpériale et armés de soldats de V'armée régulidre 
Ye Sa Hantease. Les onires suprémes lui enjoignent de travailler de concert 
favee moi i Vexdeution des mesures arrétées a Vézard des affaires du Liban. Ces 
dispositions se rapportent A la question des indemnités, & la question de Vadai- 
nistration ct autres, enfin au rétablissement de la paix et de la tranquillité pareni 
tous les habitans et pauvres de Ia Montagne, et dés ce moment avec Vaide de 
Dieu nous avons commencé & mettre en pratique tout ce qu'il faut pour 1 
complisuement de cette tiche, Mais il est parvenu & notre connaissance qu'il 
reewe aujourd'hui parmi les deux nations de Druses et de Chrétiens, wn mouve- 
ment tendant & la rédaction dadresses. dans lesquelles on voudrait demander le 
etour de I'Emir Béchir de la famille Shehab au Gouvernement du Liban, 
Ceci eat impossible et ne peut étre réalisé, va les décisions prises par le Sultan 
de concert avee les Puissances amies. Aussi ne puis-je que m’étonner de Ia 
légéreté et du peu de jugement avec lesquels ces populations se sont livrées & un 
mouvement qui y est opposé, et qui n’otfrant aucune chance de succ’s ne peat 
four étre d’aueun profit, mais qui au contraire peut lear attirer des punitions. 

(Or. mis par un sentiment de pitié pour vous tous, et pour vous avertir 
des conséquences que pourraient avoir yos vains efforts, nous vous avons 
adreasé le présent bouyurouldi, Quand il vous sera parvenu et quand vous en 
‘aurez pris connaissance, vous devez ticher de sortir de votre avenglement et de 
rerenir de vos Ggaremens. Venez tous, grands et petits, nobles et gens du 
peuple, que le nom de I'Emir Béchir et de toute la famille Shehab ne se pré- 
Pinte plus sur vos Iivres; croyer fermement que la réinstallation de I Emir 
Béchir’ et de toute Ja famille Shebub est impossible, et abstenez-vous de propos 
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semblables 3 ceux mentionnés plus haut. Sous Jes glorieux auspices de Sa Hau- 
tesse on s’efforce de donner Ja paix et la tranquillité & tous les habitans; on 
tiche d’amener & une solution satisfuisante les questions des indemnités, de 
administration et autres ; et certes avec l'aide du Tout Puissant tous finiront 
Jar obteir le benfits da ‘epoe. ot de It séeurité qui formaient objet de 
jeurs voeux. Mais aussi est-il nécessaire quiils se tiennent tous tranquilles 
t guile Sabetinment de tout mouvement, de toot propos au suet de iy 
Béchir ou de la famille Shehab. Si cependant, ce qu’d Dieu ne plaise, je 
dorénevant encore, soit qu'un tel propos ait été tenn, soit qu'on 
se soit employé a faire dresser des suppliques i cet ézard, ete., celui 
qui aurait agi ou parlé de cette maniére encourrait inévitablement tn. peine 
méritée.  T1n'y aurait aucun pardon pour lui, et il se repenterait trop tard de-sa 
conduite. Gardez-vous bien done de contrevenir A ces ondres, afin que vous 
ne tombiez pas dans Vabime de la misére. 

‘Crest pourquoi nous avons donné Ie présent bouyurouldi qui émane de 
notre Divan Moushirien dé-la Province de Saida et de ses dépendances 
Lorsqu'll vous sera parvenu ct que vous aurez saisi son contenu, empressez 
vous de vous y conformer et gardez vous d'y contrevenir. 


No. 33. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received August 23.) 


(No. 157). 
‘My Lord, Buyukdery, July 30, 1844, 

‘ON the 29nd instant T bad the honour to receive your Lordship's in- 
struction No. 104, relating to the affairs of Mount Lebanon, It wax highly 
satisfactory to me 'to find that I had not erred in presuming that “Her Ma- 
ety’ Government were not yet prepared to concur inthe overthrow of tape 

they did not consider’ to have had a fair trial." ‘The communication of 
this intelligence proved very gratifying to the Porte, though wotne apprehension 
was excited by the contingency of a failure in the present experiment, and 
consequently of the possible accession of England at a liter period to the views 
of France and Austria. 

‘The Representatives of these two Powers continue in the same position ax 
before. They have given in a sort of protest against the proclamation of 
Assad Pasha, threatening with punishment any individual who should dare to 
Prition ar even to express it. sentiments fn Sour of rotating the Shehabs. 

with them in condemning the employment of such a menace, and Rifaat 
‘entertains and promises to give effect to a similar opinion, 

T have received no advices from Beyrout of a later date than the 4th instant. 
At that time the Pasha of Sidon had gone with a body of troops and a part of 
the Captain Pasha's squadron to Tripoli, with a view to repressing the insurrec- 
tionary movement in the district of Besharré. Preparations were meanwhile in 

rogress for the settlement of affairs pending in the Mountain. A copy of 
Colonel Rose's principal despatch of that date is inclosed herewith. For the 
result of my communications with Rifaat Pasha subsequent to the receipt of i, 1 
Nee ler Yt. Landay aesecoenpenying ops of my ast dcpalctnt to 
rou 

‘The Porte appears to be in earnest both as to persevering in the course of 
poliey previously adopted, and as to employing contiliatory means with suitable 
Srmnes, forthe remoral of those obstcis which it was reasonable to expt. 

ve, Sea, 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 33. 


Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 35, Confidential.) 
Sir, Beyrout, July 4, 1844. 

| HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency that I received your 
Breclency’s most confidential letter on the 16th ultimo. ‘ 

In the 23rd the Turkish squadron under the Captain Pasha arrived at 


te 

‘On the 24th I visited the Captain Pasha. 

His Excellency spoke with frankness as to the determination of the Porte 
not to allow the return to power of the Shehabs, and generally as to its inten- 
tion to carry throu; che perpen at acne 

‘He also said that the ex-Emir Besbir had offered him 4000 purses as a 
bigs luce him to state that the state of the country required the return of 
the Shebabs. 

‘His Excellency complained a good deal of the conduct of the Austrian 
bes Pig nt ppeared in keeping with my instructions. 

made such ot tions as ay in keeping with my instructi 

Fenty leaps arrival, that gentleman Food mnyself have visited Halil 
and Assaad ther. 

rege ceer alge ‘these conversations are, that the Porte is deter- 
mined to put into execution tt new form of Government for Mount Lebanon 
‘on the geographical principle; that it has given very ample powers to Halil 
Pasha for that purpose, and th it has furnished him with a means nearly the 
most efficacious of all means in this country—a supply of money ; that Halil 
Pasha seme wel loponn. pathy any jut lets ofthe inbebicane ot Biren 
Lebanon and to ameliorate and secure the position of the Christians in the mixed 


high 
duty. 

"Y-4 deposition from any ofthe officers to whom these bribes ad been offered, 
would alone justify the Porte in taking measures to prevent further attempts to 
corrupt her officers and convulse a province. ~ 

me time back I acquainted your Excellency that Assad Pasha had. in- 
formed me that the ex-Emir Beshir had offered a very large bribe to him, pro- 
vided he would report in his favour ; and at that time I ventured to suzgest the 
propriety of the removal of the ex-Emir Beshir. 


Thave, &e., 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 33. 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rove. 


(No. 12.) 
Sir, Buyukdery, July 25, 1844. 

IT has afforded me much satisfaction to learn from your despatches to the 
4th instant, forwarded by the Austrian steam-packet, that Halil Pasha had cow 
veyed to you in his several conversations an impression of his being provided 

ith instructions corresponding in their principal features with those assurances 
hich I had previously obtained from the Porte and transmitted to you as the 
result of my communications with Rifuat Pasha after Lhad become apprized of 
the destination of the Turkish squadron. 

It is certainly unfortunate that the insurrectionary movement in the district 
o€ Besharsé hold have occurred at the period of the Captain Pasha's arrival 
at Beyrout, attended as it has been with the consequence of deferring the ex- 
ecution of his Excellency's instructions for the settlement of affairs in Mount 
Lebanon. But I do not hesitate to express my opivion that in prevailing upon 
the Pashas to begin their operations by the re-establishment of order there, you 
have judged with your usual correctness, and taken the course best calculated 
to promote the final success of our conimon exertions. If the measures adopted 
for this purpose, concurrently with the aid of Emir Haidar’s contingent and of 
the Patriarch's moral influence, have been carried into effect, as you anticipate, 
without any effusion of blood, there will be nothing to regret but the time con- 
sumed in their execution. 

cannot refer with equal satisfaetion to the bouyurouldi or proclamation which 
ay to have threatened with punishment those who should dare to pet 
the Porte or its Representative in favour of the excluded family. Some 
apprehension may indeed exist upon this point ; for in alluding to the procluna- 
tion you do not describe it as containing a clause to that effect, and the Porte 
denies having received any corresponding notice from the Pashax themselves. 
‘The Foternuuncio and the French Ambassador are however in 
copy of the document in question, and also of another addressed to the i 
ants of Mount Lebanon in general. ‘The translations of these papers, such ax 
they have been communicated privately to me by another of my co 
herewith inclosed, and if they render correctly the sense of the ori 
exceptionable menace, as you will perceive, has been really addressed to the 
inhabitants of Mount Lebanon. Ubave candid! 1 upon the sub- 


patches forwarded to Halil Pasha by the Austrian steam-packet to-d 
confirm his former instructions, but enlarge his powers for facilitating the 
Acceptance of the proposed arrangements, alike as to the indemnities, the mixed 
districts, and the local administration of Deirel-Kamar, enjoining him at the 
same time to employ with judgment and moderation the requisite dezree of 
authority, and to bring all the pending questions to a satisfactory arrangement 
with the least practicable delay, 

Such is in few words the general purport, as stated to me in confidence by 
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the Ottoman Minister for Foreign Affairs, of the instructions now forwarded to 
the Captain Pasha, with whom the Pasha of Sidon will continue to co-operate 
on his return from Tripoli, Tmay venture to assure you that any remark or 
suggestion which you may have occasion to offer, will be received by their Ex- 
ellencies with every disposition to view them in a friendly and favourable 
light. 

Besides allevinting the burden of the indemnities by making them payable 
at successive periods, I shall be greatly disappointed if the Pashas are not_pre- 

to come in aid of the payment by some financial sacrifice indicative of the 

Sultan's benevolence. Whatever may be in contemplation om this score, the 

Porte is desirous of making it exclusively an act of its own, calculated to secure 
the affection as well as the allegiance of those for whose relief it is destined. 

T venture upon the whole to entertain a sanguine hope that you will be 
able to contribute powerfully to the removal of those difficulties which still 
retard the solution of this delicate and complicated affair. You are distinctly 
enjoined by the Earl of Aberdeen “to continue to the utmost of your ability to 
promote the success of that form af Government which the Five Powers and 
the Porte agreed to establish in the Lebanon ;” and the Porte’s high functionaries 
are not only invested with the authority and provided with the means of 
rating efficiently for the common object, but ready to consult unreservedly with 
You as to the most expedient and couiatry methods of hastening its accom- 

lishment. 
raat no doubt to be lamented that the combined exertions of the Five 
Powers cannot be reckoned upon at the present crisis for the succes of that 
plan which was adopted in 1842 by all of them, and some impediments to the 
Idoption of decisive uncompromising course of proceeding arise out of this 
ireumstance ; but as the Austrian and French Representatives profess not to 
oppose the measures of the Porte, but only to await the issue of the experiment 
involved in them, it may be hoped that notwithstanding so serious a drawback, 
the judicious nature of those measures and the good sense of the more reflect- 
ing classes in Mount Lebanon will finally succeed in. giving effect to the bene- 
volent and consistent views of Her Majesty's Government. 
Tam, &e.,. 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 33. 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 


(No. 13, Confidential.) 
Sir, Buyukdery, July 25, 1844. 

FOR your more complete information and assistance J transmit to you in 
this confidential shape a memorandum of the points elicited from Rifsat Pasha 
in an interview which I had with him yesterday, and attached to each paragraph 
‘you will find a note by M. Pisani, whom I directed to call upon his Excell 
this morning, and to ascertain whether I bad retained an exact recollection of 
Bi several sttemients and assurances.) 

am, Be 


(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 33. 


Memorandum of points agreed upon beticeen Sir Stratford Canning and 
Rifaat Pasha. 


1, The Porte determines to abide by 
the agreement of 1842; Holil Pasba 
and Assaad Pasha are ordered to co- 
‘operate for its fulfilment without any 
unnecessary delay. 


2. No persons are to be arrested 
except for overt acts of resistance to 
authority. 


3, The right of petitioning is not to 
ae 


4. The late bouyurouldi is to be dis- 
approved of in that respect. 


5. A fresh proclamation will be 
issued announcing the Porte’s deter- 
mination, assuring the loyal and quiet 
inhabitants of the Mountain that they 
have nothing to apprehend, and enga- 
fing to aor every reasonable facility 

‘securing the privileges of all classes, 
and their tranquillity and the arrange- 
ments agreed upon. 


6. The Albanians to be withdrawn 
from the neighbourhood of the Moun- 
‘ain, and particularly from Beyrout. 


7. Regulars alone at Deir-el-Kamar, 
and as much as possible regulars alone 


at Beyrout. 


& One battalion gorie ; other troops 
about to follow. 


9. ‘The indemnities and recovery of 
plundered property to be specially 
facilitated by easy terms of payment, 
and such financial aids as the Govern- 
‘ment in its munificence has resolved 
to give and will afford in the manner 
found on the spot to be most conve- 
nent and effectual. 


Exact pour ce qui regard larrange- 
ment; mais on n'éerit qu’ Halil 
Pacha. Celui-ci naturellement s'en- 
tendra avec Assaad sl le faut, 


Cet article est assez exict ; quant 
xr, prilligs que lo. Colooe! ‘Ross 
stentende avec Halil Pacha. 


Si les troupes. régulidres sont deja a 
Deivek Kamar, alors. elles. restent, 
maison ascurera aux habitans que 

pour lear sireté et 
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10. The geographical division to be 
maintained with such helps and modi- 
fications as the Pashas may decide 
upon after communicating contfiden- 
tially with the Consuls, the principle 
being, that in the mixed districts 
generally, the inhabitants should have 
a Vakeel, particularly for the collection. 
of the taxes, to interpose between them 
and the respective Kaimacams, with 
the power of emigration for a given 
time; and that in Deir-el-Kamar the 
local administration of the Druses and 
Maronites should be separate and 
independent of the Kaimacams 
Rifaat dit qu’on n'a rien éerit sur ce 
point & présent ; mais qu’on a écrit il 
¥ a quelque temps. Mats Rifiat Pacha 
Vous autorise & écrire sur les points 
de ce sphe au Colonel Rose, et 
de tat die de ventende livdesaas avec 
Halil Pacha, qui a ordre de se con- 
certer en tout avec le Consul-Général. 


(Signé) FREDERIC PISANI. 





No. 33. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received September 11.) 


(No, 174.) 


My Lord, Buyukdery, August 10, 1844. 

INVITED by Rifuat Pasha to a confidential interview I waited upon his 
Excellency yesterday morning, and found that he wished to consult me on the 
subject of Syria and the present state of its affairs. ‘The Porte he said was 
embarrassed not only by the difficulty of bringing matters to a final settlement in 
Mount Lebanon, but by the discontent and refractory disposition manifested in 
various parts of the whole province. He added that the Captain Pasha and the 
Pasha of Sidon had brought the question in its full extent wader the consideration 
of the: tan's Government, applying at the same time for reinforcements and 
fuller instructions. He read me in substance, their joint despatch to the Grand 
Vizier, n separate despatch from the Captain Pasha, and the Couneil’s report 
thereon to the Sultan, together with His Majesty's reply. 

T observed that the despatches corresponded in their general tenour with my 
‘awn advices from Beyrout. hey described the disputes of Besbarré and Bekaa 
ax virtually settled; they complained of the disturbed state of the country ; of 
the inteiguex set on foot by partisans of the Shehab family; of the degree to 
which the efforts. of the Ottoman authorities bad been paralysed by rumours 
circulated expressly of their not heing at liberty to use force; they mentioned 
with satisfaction the support derived trom Colonel Rose, and spoxe of the other 
Consuls in terms agreeing with our former impressions ; they urged the neces- 
sity of sending considerable reinforcements to Syria without delay; and finally 
intimated that the questions peculiar to Mount Lebanon, namely those of the 
iodeunities 208 of the local admiaistration, were enicepble, the formet of « 
satisfactory adjustment, the latter of being continued on their present footing, 

In the report submitted to the Sultan by the Council, a statement of the 
cate and its difficulties on either side was followed by a proposal to take my 
‘pinion and to send a Commissioner to Syria. 

Tt appeared from the Sultan’s rescript of the report, that His Majesty's 
approbation had been given to both these suggestions. 

Such being the circumstances under which { was solicited to express my 
opinion, I did not hesitate to give it, bearing in mind the facts of the case, and 
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your Lordship’s instructions, without losing sight of those delicate considerations 
‘which in more than one respect attach to this question in its present state. 

[ urged the expediency of carrying into full effect without any unnecessary 
delay the plan of settlement long since adopted for Mount Lebanon ; of accelera- 
ting its execution by all reasonable facilities and modifications ; of sending a rein- 
forcement of regular troops, according to the request of the Pashas, for the main- 
tenance of public order and to check by their presence the movements of faction 
and insubordination. I recommended the Porte to explain its intentions without 
reserve, kindly but firmly, to the inhabitants of the Mountain, and in other parts of 
Syria to enforce the Sultan’s authority, if it were needed, by military control ; 
but at the same time to inquire into the public grievances with a view to their 
alleviation and subsequeat removal. "For these purposes I sronely advised that 
the Commissioner intended for Beyrout should not be sent to Mount Lebanon, 
where his presence would only sow doubt and mistrust, but that he should be 
directed to put himself at once in communication with the disturbed parts of 
Syria outside the Mountain, and be the interpreter of the Sultan's generous 
intentions, even to the misguided among his subjects. 

Rifaat Pasha appeared upon the whole to approve of my opinions, which 
were subsequently laid before the Council, and to all appearance virtually 
accepted, though it was evident that no smail reluctance existed to change the 
destination of the Commissioner, and to send the full complement of troops 
demanded by the Pashas at Beyrout. 

T have, &., 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING, 


No. 35. 

Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen —(Received September 11.) 
(No. 175.) 
My Lord, Buyukdery, Aupuat 16, 1844. 

ON the 1th instant [received from Her Majesty's Consul-General in 
‘Syria the several despatches inclosed herewit! 

Tn the general tenour of their contents they agree with the information 
conveyed to me by Mr. Alison, and they are further corroborated. as to the 
violence of the priests and other factious Agents in the Shehnb interest by the 
the testimony of Count Pourtalis, lately Prussian Chargé d’Adhires at this Court, 
who, as well as Mr, Alison, has been receatly an eye-witness of the principal 
events in Mount Lebanon. : 

‘The receipt of information thus forcibly. confirming our previous impres- 
sions, and exhibiting in strong colours the danger of delay and ‘acilation while 
such unwarrantable means were employed by the agents, whether native 
or foreign, of a repudiated cause, occasioned further communications between the 
Turkish Ministers and myself. 

“The result of these communications being consigned to my correspondence 
with Colonel Rose, I have the honour to refer your Lordship to. the copies 
inclosed herewith of the latest despatches which I have addressed to that officer, 

‘The Turkish steamer in which Omer 2iffendi and. a detachment of troops 
bad embarked, left Constantinople yesterday, and Rifaat Pasha has sent me word 
that he had gone purposely on board to see Omer Effendi, and had instracted 
him verbally to redress any crying injustice complained of by the people with- 
‘out waiting for further authority from the Porte, 

This injunction applies more especially to. parts of Syria exclusive of the 
‘Mountain, where a dangerous spirit of discontent has been raised by the extreme 
par of teiatons miliary couscription, and the corruptioa of pale’ Fiaktion= 
anes. 


With respect to Mount Lebanon, I have particularly recommended, and f 
believe with effect, that the mode of petitioning should be regulated under 
present circumstances, withont prejudice to the right, and that in the districts 
of mixed population the mediating and protecting power of the Christian 
Vakeels should be strengthened by all practicable means consistent with the 
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‘general superintending authority of the Druse Emir, especially collee- 
Boa of takes iad Yoda procedaings a pea 
‘On the whole, there is much reason to expect that the adopted 
of administration will be earried into execution without any further disturbance 
of the public peace ; but the Porte has apprized me of its intention not to have 
recourse to military coercion for that purpose without previously consulting 
the Consuls of the Five Powers. This very prudent intention increases the 
expediency of maintaining publie order and controling the spirit of intrigue by 
decisive measures in the mean time. For it is manifest that a knowledge of 
that intention, coupled with the encouragement given by Catholic agents and, 
1s it would seem, by the French Consal and his instruments, to the partisans of 
the Shebab family, cannot fail to counteract and probably to frustrate the 
measures of the Porte, notwithstanding the efforts of Her Majesty's Consul- 
General and some of his colleagues, if the means of intrigue and agitation be 
left without ebeck or control at the disposal of rash and unprinepled faction. 
pon this part of the subject I am anxious fo solicit your Lordships attention 
to the first of my accompanying despatches to Colonel Rose, and to request that 
Tmay be informed in time of the views of Her Majesty's Government. The 
experiment now in operation may finally fail, either from want of fair play, or, 
what I see no reason to anticipate, from a general recognition of its defects. 
For the latter contingency your Lordship's instruction to Lord Cowley : 
fulicienty to provide, the former, and lament to ety the more probable 
c two, for whicl am anxic 
Lorditipt epee lgent. ageie ore eal 
_ Thave, &., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Tnclosure } in No 36. 
Colonel Rove to Sir Stratford Canning. 


Beyrout, August 2, 1844. 
T HAVE the satis(action to state to your Excellency that the i is 
ary movement in Geter ex by Archbishop Mared wad bis party, 
wis been quelled, and in a manner ial to the ‘ 
= Seer cial to the authority of the Government 
st. ‘The insurgent inhabitants have paid 40,000 piastres on account 
arrears of the lad tae, the ostensible point of difference. — 


(which they had before denied) and their dete 
future. 
Sed. 1 feel sincere pleasure in stating that the above salutary measu 
a boar ected wil Ue lous of Li of cheung uny Obed Wiickever 
So good a result must be ascribed to the prudence and homanity of Assaad 
Pasha ani the Emir Haidar, the fatter throughout showed the most laudable 
desire to assert his authority over his misguided countrymen in a manner which 
whit it ea them tothe sen of their daty tars thee eitinate seco, 
woul ce it sreafter of cercise of the it ‘ir istian 
rae with ratte instead of pin ct peer 
in this sense and in obedience to the Earl of Aberdeen’ 
Leacys strocticnayT ave edvice to Assad ‘Pash’ ead the ir Haters 
that it was attended with a good result is a source of unmingled satisfaction 


me. 
‘Assaad Pasha in proof of his gratitude has giv richly 
embroidered to. the Emir Haidar, who has let Sis the oop neg em 
in sdrane: which he took wp st moon ac retrsed te Deal on is rad to 
syrout. 
‘Assaad Pasha has promised full investigation and if necessary table 
adjustment of the land tax. =the ase 
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But it is my duty to state that the wishes of Archbishop Murad were near 
completion, his exhortations and other causes had nearly produced war between 
the Insurgents and the troops; priests, yes in their sacerdotal dress the desig- 
nation of a far different occupation, in obedience to his instigations were 
the young men into the ranks which Joseph Karamy was falling into march in 
defeace of insurrection against the forces of the Sovereign. Other priests 
marched on the same errand with a musket. 

Some of these clergymen, it is true, so far endeavoured to adopt their 
professional dress to their military occupation as to tie a handkerchief like a 
turban round their clerical head dress. 

“Joseph Karamy, who declared that although France might have abandoned 
them, he would stil risk all for her“ gloire,” had uctually lead his foree, com- 
posed as I stated, half way through the Mountain to the Plain, with the view of 
Attacking the troops, when an order from his father Butros stopped him, and 
directed him only to repel with force any attempt on the part of the authorities 
to enter the Mountas 

iL regret to be obliged to direct your Excellency’s attention to the conduct 
of the French Consul in the matter of Besharré, as most unsuited to his character 
‘sa foreign agent, and detrimental to the interests of the Porte. 

‘On the 1th ultimo, M. Poujade waited on the Captain Pasha, and informed 
his Excellency that he bad just received an express from the disturbed district 
fof Gebbet Besharré, which stated that an engagement had taken place there the 
dday before, in which the troops of the Government had been defeated. 

‘The French Consul followed up this information by proposing to send his 
dragoman, M. Peretier, to pacify the country. 

clita Fresh Comal sett aftr say M Baily aod old ‘him What 
the Captain Pasha had approved his proposition, whereas his Excellency in- 
a pe entlenes that he bad told the Freach Consul that if he sent 
any one to the district in question he was quite ignorant of his doing #0, 

Unfortunately for the Freach Consul, Usaw a letter from the Maronite 
Kaimacam, which stated that on the very day on which be had stated an en. 

ment bad. taken place, the insurgents had sent a messenger to Assaad 

tha to beg him to send an officer on his part, as they wished to make terms 
‘which have ended in their entire submission. 

"The Captain Pasha was made acquainted with the real state of the case 
from me, and directly afterwards by an express from Assoad Pasha, who received 
an express order not to enter into any negotiations with the French dragoman, 
unless by his special order. 

The French dragoman did not go, M. Basily was most useful on this 
occasion. 

‘The object of the French Consul was clear. Seeing that the insurgents 
were about to submit to their legitimate authority, he wished to make such terms 
Tor them as would have prevented their submission from being so complete as it 
has been, and would have centered in France the gratitude of the insurgents to 
the prejudice of the legitimate Government. 

The insurgents would of course have rallied round the French dragoman, 
and then the affair would have become whut is always dangerous in this country 
—a French one. ; 

TAznin,a Cartoeite monk states that the inhabitants of Besharré on another 

paring to submit, when on the arrival of « kavass of the French 


‘oceasion were 
Cametiate at Bebrout in the district, the inhabitants resumed their hostile 


attitude, 

“The Captain Pasha complained foreibly of the conduct of the French Con- 
sul to Mr. Alison and myself: 

1 also have the satisfaction to announce to your Excellency the termination 
of the very diffienlt and complicated affair of the Bekan, the more difficult 
because Assad and Ali Pashas and the Defterdar were of different ways of 
thinking as to it. 

Your Excellency is aware that the point in dispute was, whether certain 

roperties in that valley belonged to the Government or the inhabitants of 
Mount Lebanon. 

“There were faults on both sides, the Government wished to take, and the 
Mountaineers to retain, too much ; but finally the Mountaineers stated to me 
that the treasury should not be a loser, that they would pay all which the 
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appaltator paid, and that they only asked for themselves the gain of the appalt- 


ator. 

‘Phe Bekaa is the granary of the greater part of the Lebanon, in which 
ary litle ora la grown,” Deprived of tha elas the Mountaincers would Be i 
the greatest distress. ‘The Mountaineers bold the lands there by virtue of 
berats and other titles, but the greater part have no right over properties 
(acquired probably in the first instance by force) but that of custom and posses- 
fon for a length of years, which in this eountry nearly takes the place of 
law. 

Bozou Agba, hated on account of former exactions and tyrannies for which 
he had been deprived of his post as appaltator of the Bekaa, had been sent 
there as Governor. 

‘The Emirs, Sheiks, and commonalty of the Mountain, alarmed for their pro- 
perties, had descended in great numbers to Kobb-Elins in’ the Bekaa, to try the 
chance of arms with Bozou Agha rather than lose their rties. ‘} 

Bozou Agha, with a large cavalry force, was at Bir Elias, only six miles 
off, and on the pretext of getting rations was making exactions. 

For the sake of humanity and order, I should have interfered to prevail on 
the authorities to inquire into and thereby settle a matter which from the 
temper of the interested parties threatened to occasion a lamentable loss of 
life, but other forcible reasons rendered intervention on my part still more 
neces 
Tn The Preach Ageot, as T before ad the Wonbar fstab ean 
active in promoting the union of Christian and Druse armed force in the Beka 
for the purpose of resisting the Government. ‘The chief Druse actor in the 
matter is Sheik Yousuf Abd-el-Melek, a partner in a French mercantile house 
here, who haw SENS himself by his base ititude to Mr. Wood. He 

ho same person who got up the revolt of the Druses if 1842, at the insti- 
tion of the French agitating merchant M. Portalis, and afterwards found 
refuge in Mr. Wood's house. 

2. ‘The general belief was that the Christian and Druse union, successful in 
their attack in the Bekas, and committed by war with the Government, would 
easily be induced to dectare for a Shebab. 

‘The union far superior to them in numbers, and fighting for what to 
them was their all, would in all probability have signally defeated Bozou Agha, 
who had only cavalry, which in villages and intercepted country would have 
been of little use. ‘ 

4, Trogret to say that [ have information derived from two good sources, 
that the French Consul proceeded to Betater, and exhorted the inhabitants of 
the country to go tothe Hekan and fight. Betater i the seat of Sheik Yous 
Abd-cl-Melek. 

sivened by all these considerations intervene to the utmost of my 
ability, acting through Mr. Wood on Ali Pasha, and personally on the Captain 
Praha and the Mountaineers, “ A 

In the first instance, with the judicious and zealous aid of Mr. Alison, T 
obtained from the Captain Pasha a promise of inquiry into and settlement of the 
disputed property in the Bekaa. 

This eflected, I immediately asxed from both parties that there should be 
total cessation of action, representing that it would be us deplorable as it was 
senseless to fight for that for which a fair adjustment had been promised. 

With the greatest difficulty I have at last effected this desirable end, but 
the indecision of the Captain Pasha and excited feeling of the Mountaineers, 
acting lodepeneay under their different chiefs, had all but produced a bloody 
collision ; the war-ery had passed through the district of Meten, and the numerous 
litle feudal chiet who { had retained ia the Mountain, were bezioning to 
descend to reinforce their companions in the Bekaa; but by obtaining fresh 
orders from the Captain Pasha, the arrival of a favourable answer from \li Pasha 
of Damascus through Mr. Wood, and other means, I succeeded in preventing 
the descent of the Mountaineers. 

I stopped myself one Maronite chief whose men were falling in and were 
loading, and ly letters and other means brought the Christian and Druse leaders 
of the movement to submission. 

‘The result is that it is settled,— 

1. That Bozou Agha is to suspend all proceediigs as to the crops of the 
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disputed villages in the Bekas, and that the Mountaineers are to do the 
same. 

‘2, That each party are to name Vakeels who will value and place the 
crops in store, where they are to remain till a settlement takes place. 

3. That Bozou Agha is to give a receipt for all rations which he takes for 
his cavalry, which rations will be settled for hereafter. 

Tagain bave the satisfaction to. congratulate your Excelleney'on a result 
which I know will afford an unmingled satisfaction to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, namely that two fierce and semi-barbarous yarties were prevented from 
shedding profusely their blood in savage combat- On the score of policy and 
order the result is equally satisfactory. 

‘Mr. Consul Wood's aid was most effective. 

It is not necessary that I should. draw your Excellency’s attention to the 
painfal contrast afforded by the Freach Consul to that of Her Majesty's 
Consul. 

‘We, as always, have done our utmost to prevent effusion of blood, disorder, 
and misprision of the legitimate authority. But, as in Nabloos, a French Con- 
Sular Agent again appears as an exciter of insurrectionary war, 

1 couree, both this gentleman and his superior will deny the 
possibility of their having done such things. ‘Tho policy which makes such 
proceedings possible will certainly not seruple to cloak them 
denial. 

T have, &o., 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE. 


P.S.—I should have stated that it was mainly owing to the well-timed 
exhortations of Mr. Alison, who was with the Patriarch, that the ten insurg: 
chiefs proceeded to make submission to their Kaimacam, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 35. 


Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning, 
(No. 40) 
Sir, Beyrout, August 2, 1844. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency 
confidential despatch No. 13, with its inclosure, a memorandum. 

With respect to the third point of the latter 1 have the honour most 
respectfully to ask your Excellency’s further instructions respecting it, as it 
appears to me to annul a forwer option of your Excellency respecting petitions 
communicated to me last year, and which I have obeyed, as 1 always mnake a 
point of doing, as an instruction, 

‘After speaking of the resolution of Her Majesty's Government not to hear 
of anything calculated to disturb the actual order of things inthe Mountain, of 
the Shehabs and Archbishop Murad's projects respecting them, your Excel 
lency was pleased to tell me that in your opinion all distracting petitions no 
founded on real and curable grievances should be discouraged. 

T have already had the honour to report to your Exeelle 
pliance with this opinion I had not forwarded td your Excellen 
trom the Christians in the mixed districts against the present form of 
ment, and in the same sense I conceived that I was acting entirely aecording to 
the views of your Excellency in giving advice to Assad Pasha to discourage and 
forbid a projected petition io favour of the Shebabs, as is stated in my despatch 
No. 33; for I thought that your Excelleney's opinion referred: especi 
petitions in favour of a chanxe for & Shebab, the point on which Assad ashe 
consulted me: and being instructed to give advice to the Turkish wuthoriti 
when they ask for it, | could only advise Assaad Pasha to discourage petitions 
Which { ad already discouraged in deference to your Excellency's opinion. 

But | had still farther reasons for giving this advice, for the Porte. had 
excluded the Shehabs from the Goverament of the Lebanon, and the Five 
Great Powers had acknowledged her right to do so. 

‘Over and over again not only myself but the Turkish authorities have 
announced the rejection of the Shehabs by the Porte, and the concurrence 
‘of the Powers in that rejection. 





Such being the case, in the teeth of such facts the petition of Turkish 
Rayahs for a rule which the Turkish Government had formally and legiti- 
mately declared it would never grant, was an offence against the rights of 
sovereignty of the Porte which 1 am ordered to support; but the most effec- 
tual support which I can give is counsel, when these rights are involved or 
invaded, 

‘And these considerations aquired the greater weight because the petition 
‘as to which I advised Assaad Pasha was projected or got aes at all by the 
Christian population of the Lebanon, but by a faction, as the Earl of Aberdeen 
justly terms it, a faction which has endeavoured and is still endeavouring to 
prevent their Christian brethren from living in harmony and happiness with 
the Druses; yes, has even denounced the punishment of death to those who 
do'so. 

"A faction which in their wickedness had already at Djezin attempted the 
life and grievously wounded two peaceable Christians, whose only crime was 
that they had shown a disposition. 10 obey the orders of ‘the Porte as to the new 
form of Government guia. which the, tion of the Shehabs had pledged 
themselves. 

‘Moreover when I advised Assaad Pasha, as I did, the time was peculiarly 
critical. 

‘The district of Gebbet-Besharré, excited by Archbishop Murad, the She- 
habs and & foreign interest, was in insurrection. 

‘The Bekaa, from the same causes, in very much the same state. 

‘The French, as I had reason to believe, and Shehabs, in misprision of all 
truth, had shamelessly asserted that the Captain Pasha had been ordered by 
the Porte to reinstate the Shebabs, and that the Emir Beshir or one of his sons 
was actually on board the “Mahmoudié,” the Captain Pasha’s  flag-ship. 
‘They spread this report through the country, in order by the intimidation 
of the eruel fname, and the fear of his vengeance on his return to power, 
to paralyze the public mind and to foree people to sign the petition which the 
Shehabs and the French had put in circulation. 

‘My advice was against a petition got up for factious and unfair purposes by 
‘a faction and an illegitimate foreign influence. 

‘Your Excellency has been pleased especially to instruct me as to discourag- 
ing intrigue, but there never was a more barefaced intrigue than the Fr 
‘and Shehabs’ petition which I advised Assaad Pasha to forbid when he con- 
rulted me thereon. 

But ax | have had the honour to state to your Excellency in another 
despatch, | gave no advice whatever as to threat of punishment, which was quite 
the Pasha’s own act, 

For these reasons so copiously stated, and particularly on account of the 
opinion of your Excellency communicated to me in September last year, 1 
dinot think that your ‘Excellency intended to sanction presentation of pet 
tions in favour of the Shebabs, although the words in Nos, 2 and 3 points in 
the Memorandum, inclosure in No, 13, and your Excellency's remark “exact” 
attached to of opposite them, must induce that supposition. 

‘And [am the more induced to think that there is some error in this respect, 
because your Exeellency in your despatch No. 12, does not disapprove the 
aulvice which I gave to Assaad Pasha, as stated in my’ despatch No. 3 to your 
Excellency, but only disapproves the threat of punishment. 

Leaniiot help thinking, therefore, that your Excellency by your approbation 
of points 3 and 4 only mean tat you disapprove, the threat of punishment 
not that you sanctioned petitions in favour of the Shehabs. 

But | again respectfully request. your Excellency to be pleased to instruct 
me on this important matter, for I should not do my duty by your Excellency 
if J did not assure you tha 1y conviction that if the partisans of or those 
friendly to the Shehabs are allowed to petition for them, the authority of the 
Porte will be so lowered, her declared and known and ratified wishes will be so 
set at nought, that the Turkish authorities will never have sufficient influence to 
put in execution the new form of Government. 

‘The country will be agitated from one end to the other by the circulation of 
1 fresh petition in favour of the Shehabs, the ‘Turks using all sorts of means of 
intimidation, intrigue, and indirect force to prevent, the Shehabs the same means 
to promote, its success. 


‘The inhabitants of the insurrectionary district in Gebbet-Besharré, just 
brought (o a proper submiision, would again’ be agitated by demands ofthe 
sae © sig a petition in their te that is against their Kaimacam, 
they have just promised him, their Kaimacam, to obey him implicitly 
and faithfully for the future. = : ; 
But, worst of all, the population of the Lebanon would perceive in a per- 
mision fo petition for the Shehabs, entire uncertainty in the councils of the 
Powers, and a non-recognition of the right of exclusion on the part of the Porte, 
which right they acknowledged so formally in December 1842. 

‘Another great evil of such uncertainty would be that all classes would 
then think that the return of the Shebabs was most probable, and through sheer 
fear of the power and the vengeance of an Emir who must on account of his 
reckless and constant violation of the rights of humanity, be denominated * the 
cruel,” basten to appease him by an unqualified show al interest and subriietion 
a Pnoerdaty and Jou aro he present 

‘ncertainty tare the main causes of the present state of things in 
eset poor Excell E 

‘quite agree with your Excellency as to the necessity of not precluding the 
right of petition in Turkey, but then there must be a imate Turkish aulects 
of course could not petition for the abrogation of any fundamental law of the 
‘empire, or for the appointment of a foreign prince as ruler over any province, 
or | venture to think of ‘Turkish subject whose formal exclasion by the Ports 
has ben ratified by the Five Great Power 

T think it right to adduce one practical fact which speaks powerfully as to 
the present state of things in the Lebanon, ‘The one sinle mounted man tra- 
‘versed the Lebanon with the bouyurouldi of exclusion of the Shehabs, and never 
met with the slightest insult or bindrance, nor did the reading cause anywhere 
commotion or expression of displeasure. 

With. respect to the point in the memorandum which 1 ought to 
have considered first, I venture to request your Excellency's instruction on the 


recs Soure — 

1, Should the Turkish authority announce the details of the new plan of 
Government to the interested Te ‘of their deputies, and order them to 
otey them, and should they rejse todo so, and afer repeat and conclitoy 
advice still’ refuse, would the Turkish authority be justified in treating such 
refusal as an overt act of resistance to authority or not? 

% Should the Turkish authority, as a detail and part of the now plan of 
Goverument, order the mixed population to choose a Vakeel, and should they 
after repeated and conciliatory advice refuse to name such Vakecl, ought such 
refusal to be considered as an overt act of resistance or not; in both eases no 
resort being had to corporal punishment ? 

A decision on these two important points involves the fate of the new form 
of Government. 

With respect to point 10 in the Memorandum 1 venture to suggest to 
your Excellency whether it would not be better that there should be no consul- 
tation between te Turkic authority andthe Consul of the Five Powers col 
lectively. 

Divided and therefore dangerous counsel; and consequent popularagitation, 
would be the only result. 

T venture to think that the best plan is thit the Porte should carry out the 
details of the now form of Government, consulting confidentially as occasions 
require, the Consuls of the Five Powers which wish well to it. 

Thave, &e., 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE, 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 35. 
is : F 
shee Lonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning 


iid ieee Beyrout, August 3, 1844. 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt Excellency’ 

patch No, 13 Mies =ig 

tis a source of great satisfaction to me that your Excellency 
ar’ the Advice sitet P pavovas tl dirkaurrecinmaty ieee in Date 
Besharré, and which your Excellency will be pleased to sce has met with a 
favourable rest. 

it to Idi mentioned Ex 
shit ead tobe winterer ts cowie ret fete ee Ciectiouey, 

1 gave the advice under the circumstances stated in my despatch No. 
and which are more amply explained in my No. 40. 

‘Assaad Pasha, who it appears chose to follow his own idea and not mine, 
never sent me a copy of the bouyurouldi of exclusion, but after its issue a Sheik 
sent me a copy, which is different in some respects from the two copics of the 
same bouyurouidi, inclosures in your Excellency's despatch No. 12, which are 
tho differet,althoagh tranlaticus of the eame bouyaroul- 

My interpreter commenced translating the copy seat me by the Sheik, 
but when he come to the part where it oped of Ube’ Five Powers which T hal 
not advised, and I perceived that the bouyurouldi was entirely different from what 
Thad advised, I saw that Assaad Pasha followed his own opinion, and being 
touch hurried with my correspondence at the time stopped the interpreter, not 
sorry in truth that the Pasha, by following his own idea and style, had taken all 
responsibility off me or aj of advice on my part; nor did I cause a 
translation of it to be made till I received your Ex "8 despatch No. 12, 
hen on ouing Yoeray tension to be feraahed wo me; found the 

le menace, wi ave mour to agree wil ccellency, 
faethe etka of Conciics, bad Woe bcwobes caaitads? ct 

But T hope that your Excellency will take into consideration the most 
dificult and embarrassing position of the ‘Turkish authorities, which has been 

uly described in my despatch No 40. 
ith respect to the arrest of the twenty-five ringleaders, 
will fave been glad to have learat from ‘ay despatch, Ne. Seats Ea 
Aberdeen, that T subsequently on consideration of Halil Pasha’s scheme, 
Advised his Excellency not to put it into execution, and that Mr. Alison entirely 
roved this advice. ‘we have bad the advantage to act quite in 
‘ordance with your Excelleney's wishes. 


Sir Stratfors Canning to Colonel 
(No. 14.) werk 4 “aes 


Ln Buyukdery, August 13, 1844, 
des, No. 


consistent with the exercise of the right in a manner respectful towards 
the constituted authorities and compatible with public order. I will go further 
Still'and declare my conviction with respect to petitions for the Shebab family, 
sos exclusion from power br the Porte, if wot formally acknowledged, bas 
been at least acquiesced in by the Five Powers, and for whose restoration such 
‘unwarrantable intrigues appear to have been employed, that the Ottoman 
‘authorities are not only justified in rejecting the petitions presented to them, 
bat bound in duty to repress all overt attempts to get them up in a. tumultuary 
manner, or by means of excitement and intimidation. 

"A little reflection will I think satisfy you that there is no real contradiction 
between my several successive communications to you on this subject. Tt may at 
any time and in any place become proper and necessary to restrain the excess of 
‘what from the first it was objectionable to promote, and even right persuasively 
to discourage, at the same time that a salutary principle is to be guarded 
throughout, and its application to be permitted 50 long as the great interests of 
society do not peremptorily require its suspension. 

‘To visit or even to threaten with punishment the mere act of petitioning 
on a subject which docs not involve high treason or affect the foundations of 
Government, is repulsive, I apprebend, to the received principles of justice; and 
there is no doubt that on a late occasion the proceeding carried with it the addi- 
tional objection of affording a plausible ground of eomplaint and interference on 
the part of those who were already but too «much inelined to counteract the 
measures of the Porte and the views of Her Majesty's Government. 

Having thus made clear what relates to the question of petitions, I proceed 
to notice tie two very important points upon which you have applied to me for 
instructions, in a categorical form. r 

Tn the first-place Lam by no means certain that we are called upon to 
take either the one or the other of those questions out of the hands of 
the Turkish Government, The Christian Powers have never pretended 
to carry their interference in the affairs of Mount Lebanon beyond the 
point of securing to its inhabitants the enjoyment of a separate administration, 
and pally of thoso privileges which had been more particularly promised to 
her by England and Austria at the period of the Syrian Expedition. This 


pledge was thought to be redeemed by the arrangement of 1842, and so long ax 


the Porte adheres with good faith to the main pro of that arrangement, 
and above all while her officors are engaged in facilitating its execution by fair 
‘and considerate measures of detail, it would hardly be reasonable for me to anti 
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In the meanwhile I will not conceal my impression. as well as m: that 

‘a judicious combination of fairness and liberality: the Porte may ae 
Voluntary acceptance of its measures from.s0 large a portion of the population, 
as to render the discontent of the minority unavailable for any purposes of 
resistance and disorder, or at all events that the resistance, should any take 
place, will not be of that negative and tranquil description which embarrasses 
Justice and casts odium on the exercise of authority. 

In so far as my personal opinion may have any value, I do not hesitate to 
add that while | should conceive the refusal to name a Vakeel as only entitling 
the Turkish authorities to substitutea direct appointment for a popular election, 
the gradaal enforcement, if necessary, of submission to the adopted system of 
diministration honestly carried out, appears in my humble judgment to be the 
natural and legitimate consequence, not merely of the Sultan's admitted sove- 
reignty, but also of the other principles on which the Porte and its Allies origi= 
nally agreed to act. 


Inclosure & in No. 35, 


Sir Stratfurd Canning to Colonel Rose. 
(No. 15.) 


Sir, Buyukdery, August 13, 1844, 
‘THLE success which has attended the proceedings of Assaad Pasha in the 
district of Besharré, and the restoration of tranquillity in that of the Bekaa, effec- 
tual as they have been, without effusion of blood, afford me the liveliest satisfac 
tion, and F acknowledge with pleasure the credit which those incidents retlect 
"upon your judginent and also poo the zealous concurrence of Mr. Alison. 
Before 1 received. your despatches by Count Pourtalis, the Turkish 


Misisters bad conslted me a to the expediency of opting immediate measures 
to cbeck the progress of discontent and insubordination in Syria. ‘They were 
evidently alarmed at the state of affairs in that peovince, and their first idea was 
to sood « confidential Axent with instructions to make inquiry and to callect 
information, including Mount Lebanon in the sphere of his proceedings. 

It was impossible for me to approve a plan which, far from proposing any 
remedial result, appeared to be fratned with ho object but that of delay aul to 
escape responsibility. 1 made no concealment of my opinions, and had fort. 
nately succeeded in obtaining their adoption by the Council, when your des. 
Patches arrived to confirm my previous impressions and to furnish me with 
additional means of rousing the Porte to a sense of its true interests. 

Thaye now the satisfaction to inform you that Omer Effendi, appointed 
Commissioner by the Porte, will only touch at Beyrout to communicate with the 

Paptain Pasha and the Pasha of Sidon ; that he will then proceed in a vessel of 
war to some other port in Syria, whence he will commence his inquiries 
with a view to the investigation and redress of grievances ; that the two Pashas 
Will at once proceed with the arrangement of the pending questions in Mount 
Lebanon agreeably to the adopted plan; that the additional troops required by 
them will be placed at their disposal with the least possible delay ; and that 
troops will also be sent to maintain order in the other unsettled parts of Syria. 

‘These measures following upon the success already obtained, and accom= 
panied with the facilities and modifications promised by the Porte, will, it tnav be 
hoped, arrest the progress of insubordination, and terminate in the established 
tranquillity of the Mountain and the introduction of improvement to a certain 
degree throughout Syria. 

If the Porte has been slow to pursue a right course of policy in this instance, 
its hesitation mast be attributed to the fear of displeasing France and Austria | to 
its unwillingness to incur the responsibility of decided measures; to the opinion 
of Halil and Assand Pashas. that the affairs of the Mountain should be poste 
poned to the removal of dangers elsewhere ; and finally to the expense and 
inconvenience of detaching reinforcements from other parts of the empire. 

Difficulties may again spring up from the same sources, but at present they 
seein to be overcome, ‘The confidence which I have felt in combating them and 
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which I have endeavoured, not wholly in vain, to impart to the Turkish 
Ministers, had its origin in my conviction, derived from your statements and 
other concurring testimony, of the shameful artfices employed to promote the 
‘objects of an unprincipled faction; the absence of any insurinountable objections 
to the adopted scheme of Government, and of the moderation and good faith 
displayed of late by the Turkish functionaries in this quarter ; of the indispen- 
sable necessity of applying vigorous remedies to an evil which threatened to 
frustrate the benevolent exertions of Her Majesty's Government and to open a 
fresh, perhaps a fatal wound in one of the most vital parts of the Sultan's 
dominions. 
tam, &. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 6 in No 35. 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rove. 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Buyukdery, August 15, 1844. 

AN unexpected and to all appearance an accidental delay in the departure of 
the Turkish steamer appointed to proceed with Omer Effendi to Beyrout, enibles 
‘me to make some addition to my preceding despatches. It is desirable that 1 
should do s0, because 1 learnt after 1 had written to you on the 1thinscant, (hut 
the Ottoman Council ad revised its opinions and come finally to a decision 

4ifforent from that which was previously announced to me. 

It is now determined that Omer Effendi goes only 10 Beyrout. It ix also 
the intention of the Porte that no military coercion shall be employed for carry- 
ing the adopted arran 0 effect without a previous consultation between 
the Pashas and the Five Consuls. 

Rifaat Pasha at the sarne time assures me that the instructions given to Omer 
Efendi are more cowpletely in unison with my advio than he hid given me 
understand at first Vrashas, he declares, are particulaely directed to put an 
end at once to any erying injustice publicly complained of, und in general to 
attend with care to the points which I have recommended. 

With respect to the troops, six hundred are embarked with Omer Effendi 
4 thousand will follow from here; and a whole regiment will be ordered from 
Saklin, Ae three battalions are already. with you, the reinforcements just 
‘enumerated will probably suffice, though the Porte is prepared: to send. more, 
should the presence of a greater force be eventually required, 

With the exception of the last decisive point, the Pashas are instructed to 
consult with you and those of your colleagues whi partake in general your 
impressions and views. ‘Their Excellencies are also, ax 1 have every reason to 
believe, instructed to proceed without delay to the settlement of the pending 
questions in Mount Lebanon, 

Tam, Ke 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


No. 36. 
The Bal of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 149.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 13, 1844. 
‘THE memorandum of which I inclose-a copy for your Excellency's infor- 
mation, bas been placed in my hands by Count Nesseirode, as cotitaining the 
pinion which he has formed as to the manner in which it would be advisable 
for the Powers to deal with the Syrian question as it now stands. 
Her Majesty's Government entirely concur in the views thus expressed by 
Count Nessetrode, which in fact are in a great measure perfectly coincident 
With those already stated in my despatch to Lord Cawley No. 187, of the Sth of 
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Pi lstrge ts Soon aie) Excellency in my No. 104, of the 
__ _ For the present the course to be pursued is to give the ished 
in 1842 for the Government of the Tiestiier Sees cul aa ae and 
should it fail to produce the desired result, then to wait for the spontancous 
movement of the Porte to devise and submit to the consideration of the Powers 
interated im the fata of Syria, tee further arrangements which might appear to 
it to be calculated to remedy the defects which experience shall 
exist in the system of 1842. ne theduaennteo oie 

Tam, &e., 

(Signed) ' ABERDEEN, 


Inclosure in No. 36. 
Memorandum by Count Nesselrode on the Syrian Question. 


LE Cabinet Anglais est d il 
qu'il faut commencer par metts r 
longue éprorve da ayaa dadisalssssensoeabensen etal ease Liber 
afin de 4 convuinere davantage wi ce systme est pratique ou non j 
“tte opinion parait fondée, Les rapports que nous recevons de 

te nous démontrent pas que te régime actucl sot inexécutable. Si la Montagne 
est agité, il semblerait qui faut en attribuer le motif en grande partie av 
mouvement que Yon we donne pour entreteni les expéranee de ceux des babi 
tans de la Montagne qui désireat le talinsement de I fille Chchab, 

: ir faire cesser cette agitation, les Cabinets devraient convenir entr'eux 

le prescrire & leurs agens de se tenir tranquilles et de ne point travailler les 
eaprite parmi kes populations du Liban. Alors on. pourrait juger si le mode 
hamintraon Acteellenent abl et établement exude on toe Tt 

Tl faudrait Jaisser un tems suffisant i 
s pour faire cette épreave. 
ian ghipeme cola Montgae eo trmul, igine Setoal oor alata 
‘Si agitation contihuait, alors ce serait A la Porte elle-méme qui 

idee pecioaDiacabes Bariensiees Lie eoMicala: Dpatemns: deta 
En co ons les Cabinets pourraient déclarer, “ Que si la Porte jugeait nécessaire 
de rétabli Ia famille Chebab, ils n'y verraient pas d'iaconvénient.” Mais tout 
‘on donnant leur assentiment i la réintégration de cette famille, les Cabinets 
pourraient objecter contre le rétablissement de I'ancien Emir Béchir, attendu que 
fe Brince a, 6 dloigné du pouvoir sous des circonstances graven, durant 
Seagulls i avait 66 sércosement soupgonné de complicité ayee Méhémet Ali. 

motif donne aux Cabinets le droit de déconsei ; 

Scuereaenie déconaciller a la Porte de faire tombe 

___ Une opinion favorable avait été énoncée dans Je tems &I'égard de 1" 
Emin, Si ea nomination obtenait Fastentiment spootané de la Port, les ‘Can 
nats pourrient y donner leur adhéion longue Vépeave du tens ‘aurait constaté 

: jon du régime actuel serait réellement désirable dans Vi 
a repos des. atone ‘qui habitent Je Liban. as tee 
jant entreux sur la marche indiquée ci-dessus, les Cabinets pré- 

viendraient, it faut Vespérer, toute maNicetion Woukaaa = oe it 
Fité de a Porte, et reateraent. conséquens eux-mémes, ce qui ne serait euére Je 
cass dés A prisent ils se hitaicut de renverser un systéme administration ctabli 


dupes leur propre conse, augue ils ont pas encore donne le tems de se 
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No. 37. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen. —(Received September 23.) 


(No. 192.) 
My Lord, Buyukidery, September 1, 1844. 

HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship’s information, 
a translated copy of a letter addressed by the Maronite Patriarch to his agent 
here, who communicated it tome, Ihave reason to presume that this letter 
twas the consequence of an inquiry addressed to the Patriarch by his agent, at 
the instigation of the Austrian Internuncio, with the view of obtaining from his 
Holiness a statement in contradiction to the assurances which he bad given to 
Colonel Rose on the subject of Archbishop Murad and his proceedings at Pari 
Ta this respect the intrigue, for such it would seem to be, has failed; but the 
Patriarch os made up for the disappointment by an ample declaration in favour 
of the Shcbabs, to whom, as it appears from the language which he held to Mr. 
‘Alison, be is only devoted from motives of private convenience and long habits 
Of oficial intercourse, without reference to any political considerations. 

we, Kea, 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING 


Inclosure in No. 37. 


‘The Maronite Patriarch of Mount Lebanon to his Agent at Constantinople, 
Elias Have. 


Translation.) July 18, 1844. 

TIN your letter of the 25th of June you state that the matter of the Shehabs’ 
return to Government is the subject of the Representatives’ deliberations at. pre 
sent, since the Sublime Porte has understood that the return of that family 
necessary t0 the repose of the Mountain ; that although the Representatives of 

1d, Austria, and France are consequently deliberating on this step, the 
English Ambassador has said that we object to the return of the Shehabs; and 
jn sonfirwation of this, that Colonel Rose has a paper which proves it, and 
states that Bishop Nicolas has set this matter afloat without our consent and 
Contrary to the desire of the people: and accordingly you inquire into the truth 
Of this pnatter, and observe that since the termination of this affair is approach 
{ng, and its result depends upon our answer, and looking to the correspendence 
we'have sent you, and the fact that we formerly sent Bishop Nicolas as our 
Agent to the Sublime Porte, it is clear that we are entirely desirous that either 
the Finie Beshir or his son Emin should return to the Government ; and in fine 
{you say that we are to write another letter that the matter may be clearly shown, 
Ae the Ambassadors, and that it may be understood that the Shehabs are 
vecemary for the government of the Mountain, and that we should declare it to 
be as well our desire as that of all the inhabitants of the Mountain, and to state 
that Bishop Nicolas was our agent and that of the people. 

‘Taking into consideration the contents of your letter as stated above, we 
wonder much that it should have been said of us that we are not desirous of the 
Tum of the Shehabs to power; we have never given cause for such a thing 10 
De aad, and know nothing about it; and how can it be possible that we should 
‘ther say or write such a thing contrary to the letters we formerly seut you? 
Can we contradict ourselves, and after Writing one thing at one time can we 
write snother at another? With God's help, no such thing has ever happened, 
hor will ever. But. our opinion bas not changed, and. remains firm as betore. 
Besides we have not been questioned on this eather by Colonel Rose or an; 
body, because our pinion and desire, which se cominunicated to you before, 
ie kxown to everybody, and nota mack of the pen has been sent you disayon- 
ing it, And how should.we disavow it, or disapprove the retam of the 
Shehabs to power, particularly the Emir Beshir or fis son, Einin ? , Since we 
know for certain that without their presence there will be no tranquillity here, 

fy as we see that the whole population of the Mountain are desirous of 
their return, koowing.for certain that without their return they will enjoy no 
B 
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repose; but that everything should return to its former state. After so 
detailed « declaration how is it possible that we should be accused of making 
contradictory statements ? 

‘Thas stands the matter of the return of the Shehabs to Government. As 
to the matter of Bishop Nicolas’s agency on our part and that of the inhabi- 
tants, in the end of the month of May last a letter came to us from Colonel 
Rose, the British Consul, the contents of which were that an instruction had 
come from Lord Aberdeen stating that Bishop Nicolas Murad had prescated 
aan unsigned and unsealed petition from the people and a letter from himself, the 
contents of one of whieh were complaints the Turkish Government of 
the Mountain, and that their repose and confidence were so utterly red 
that « man could not go an hour's journey without arms and companions; and of 
the ether most weighty complaints sexist the Turkish Government, and that 
the Bishop is the agent of the inhabitants of the Mountain; that when the 
Bishop was desirous of coming to London, Lord Aberdeen wrote to him not to 
come, and that there was now no hope ‘of the Shehabs returning to. power, 
Colonel Rose therefore officially inquired of us whether we authorised the 
Bishop to be our agent in the presentation of such papers, and whether he is 
really the agent of the people that he might answer the Minister's question, 
We, on reading Colonel Rose's letter, were thrown into deep alfliction, that on 
one side it was disagreeable to us not to confirm the Bishop's papers, because 
his actions on behalf of the people are productive of good ; and on the other, 
we did not make him our agent to present those papers; on that account it was 
impossible for us to make any answer but the true one ; especially, as in matters 
like the present, which are the subject of consideration of the foreign Govern- 
meats, harm may very probably result to us. On these accounts we answered 
according to the true state of the case, that the said Bishop was not our agent 
in the presentation of the petition and letter; but as regards his being the agent 
of the inhabitants of the Mountain, we know nothing about it; and itis really 
0, because we have long since ceased to mix in these matters; tbis is the tru 
state of the case. 

But as you desire us to write again declaring our earnest desire that the 
Shehabs should return to power, since there is now nolongerany fear, the abject 
of the Porte being the peace and tranquillity of the Mountain; we formerly 
sent you such letters, and instead of any advantage being obtained thereby, 

reat injury resulted to us from it; so that we are still afraid ; and in particular, 
Boxta to the present state of affairs, that circumstance remains unchan, 
Consider what you wrote us on the 21st Huzeirau, 1842, from the Porte, desir~ 
ing us to publish your letter to the people, that they should declare whom they 
wished to be Governor of the Mountain ; and that our mind should be at rest 
on this, and that we should not be afraid of anything ; and we accordin, 
published the letter, and every one fearlesily desired the return of the Shehabs, 
tand we never doubted that that’ desire would be approved and executed; but 
instead of that, their return to Government was prevented, and the Porte was 
displeased with us; s0 that letters came tous from Bishop Nicolas, desiring 
us to take great care and look well to ourselves ; and you know well how much 
malice Mustapha Pasha showed us for this, and how the soldiers took 
of our premises and kept us like prisoners. Since then we have never mixed 
in these matters, either to approve or disapprove. If, a8 you now write, there 
is no longer anything to fear, and the termination of this affair depends upon 
ur opinion, our former letters are sufficient; and there is no reason why we 
should rewrite the sume thing, as this paper will show what our opinion is 
and prove our former letters. But if the matter is as we imagine, especially 
8 a proclamation has lately been issued from Assand Pasha threatening the 
partisans of the Shebabs, instend of any advantage resulting from this letter, 
the trouble and injury we were before subject to may be renewed, and we cannot 
bear more than we have borne on this account, especially as infirmity and old 
age have taken possession of our body; we hope that on these grounds our 
excuses will be deemed acceptable, and no one will blame us fer abstaining from 
‘mixing in these affairs, in order to take care of ourselves. 

‘What we have now written must be sufficient, because our desire and 
opinion is herein declared; if their Excellencies the Representatives should 
have any doubt regarding the present letter, and any one of them should ques- 
tion us on these matters, our answer will be in the sume tenor; but without 
being questioned we cannot write to any one, as we fear the results, 
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No. 38. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received September 23.) 


eee Buyukdery, September \, 1844. 
; 1d ex-Emir Beshir sent confidential agent to 
A TENT tnd Samat te bis return to Gye; that T would obtain bia 
Feinstatemeat in the administration of that country and if his wines could not 
ized in ei that I would 9 ni 
Peis ae endeavour w obtain pecuary allowance mich had beoome neces 
7 Propel att ther of them of a nature to 
ied that the two former requests were neither c af 
be ecteteincd by ine inte present sate of flare in Syn; and with respect to 
the third, that I could only refer it to your Lordship ad wait fr instructions, 
‘The Emir’s agent dwelt in particular on two points, the readiness mf bis 
master fo devotehimeelf exclusively to the interests of England, and the reduced 
State of his circumstances. T expressed sone, surprise at hearing of the Ei’ 
poverty, having always understood that he had come to Constantinople with th 
FRourees of an ample fortune, and that the had recently given evidence of is 
‘wealth by offering considerable sums to the leading Ministers of the Porte, an« 
Others to whose nfuence be looked fr the recovery of is power. 
Tr is for your Lordship to decide how far it may be advisable for me ti 
address the Porte on behalf of the Emir, but the effect of my exertions in 
favour of Kassim bave been too imperfect to admit of my undertaking the cause 
of bis relation, unles directed todo wo by your Lordship 
c., 
"& “STRATFORD CANNING. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received September 23.) 


fe ‘Led Buyukdery, acta 3, ae 
no information fiom Syria of the procecings of the Captain 
tl Fa ons te pie Ot a 
farther te ker eth 
‘Amsounlor or by the AusrignTaternunco in frtherance ofthe objet to which 
bad previously devoted so much attention and weal. The former admitted 
Tee peed received instructions directing him for the present to waitin silence 
cen in Mount Lebanon. 
Hc ea bat jen vould real Majay’s Govecl ae) De> 
‘nforins me that the restoration of tranquility in the district of the 
Beka had been followed by n satisfactory aditeat of the te aay er 
ences, Linclose herewith an extract of Mr. Wood's despatch, i 
See neter nics ais naar hon ali cote ekiphes dba 
mation which I had derived from his correspondence of the real state of firs 
in'Mount Lebanon, Thave now the bonour to inclwe his report on the sche 
of facts exhibited by Archbishop Murad, For your Lordship's convenience his 
observations have been so written out as to place the reply on each point oppo, 
ite to the corresponding allegation, The general result, as your Lordship wi 
‘Shee, is corroboration ofthe teenie tranenited by Colonel Rose 
Lam further assured by Mr. Alison that there is nothing impracticable in 
the arrangements adopt by eotnion consent in 1842, and that the lamours 
for the reinstatement of the Shehab family are confined Sacestel tt 
Composcl of their partisans and the Maronite ceray. It appears fom bis 
Seouunt, that the Porte seriously intends to make m suficient sacrifice fort 
Settlement of the indemnities, and that the reinforcement of regular troops 
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directed upon Beyrout will make it intai 
directed upon Beyrout will make it easy for the Pasha to maintain the country 
Considering that Mr. Alison traversed a. ic ir 
that he conversed with many of the leadin; ren eA Eo 
and that he was able to make inquiry among the industrious classes too, his 
mony, agreeing as it does it in with jesty’s Con: 
Genera, can leave but litle ok Amber ka 
In a despatch which he addressed to me on the 4th of November 
Golonel Rose obserres that “the Lebanon is politically cae for cigtind 
iough five bad murders, almost uninguired into, give evi inet. 
poe ers, almost uninquired into, give evidence of a very incl: 
n his despatch No. 72 of the same year, addressed t is 
Aeseription of the weak and inedicient aduinistration pee ny Fite 
ccarns, is far from encouraging ; and the disturbance which he describes as hava 
taken place at Deir-el-Kamar, though not attended with loss of life or plundes 
did no great credit to the promptitude of the existing authorities. F 
Mr. Alison does not call in question the correctaess of the facts, except in 
0 far as the disturbance of Deirl-Kamar is attributed to the designs oF the 
Turkih commandant {lint be ascribes the inefciccy of the Government and 
crimes whic n committed by i 
Port from the Turkish iter magi heommetierr salad 
‘eviewing the whole of my information, it appears that wit 
mismanagement, the Pushas at Beyrout will probably uceeed in exublnn tee 
few order of things on a tranquil and perhaps even a durable basis in Mount 
Lebanon. At all events they are now in possession of ample means as well 
for maintaining their authonty as for rendering the terms of arrangement suli- 
ciently acceptable to the several partis concered, with the exception of the 
he . 
Foote nee the prot crcimstncer Yt * ow (Know what more can 
_ Thave, &., 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39. 
Extract of a despatch from Mr. Wood. 


i Damarcus, August 21, 1844, 
IN my reports Nos. 16 snd 17, of the 4th and 24th of Joly, relating to 
the descent of the Mountaineers on the Bekaa, T have had the honour to State 
‘most respectfully to your Excellency, that the embarrassment in which it placed 
the authorities lad induced the Pasha of Damascus to seek earnestly the conear 
Fence of this Consulate in the adjustment of the causes which had. led to the 
disastrous expulsion of the Governor, but that owing to some previous arrange: 
becolip an by the Boke respecting that district, jaa free ‘could not then be 
out, notwithstanding his i 
carried out, notwithstanding hisanxious desire to bring the question toa dcfnite 
Several interviews and communications having since passed betw: 
Excellency and myself, he was finally persuaded that the ‘ufgency ofthe eax 
together with the absolute necessity of removing every cause that tended to 
produce, oF facilitate a change in the present order of things in 
Lebanon, justified him in suspending or modifying the instrictions of bic 
Government, which were no longer applicable to actual circurastances. | bezsed 
him moreover to state to me distinctly, whether he was prepared to assame the 
responsiblity of & necond collision with all its ulterior consequences, such as 
placing the Mountaineers in the position of rebels, and. giving them and others 
thereby the means of frustrating the policy and views of the Porte and of ite 
friends, which were decidedly to maintain. the preseat state of things and 
to give them, in as faras they reganded the Mountain, a fair and impartial 


“His Excellency’ was pleased in consequence to issue an otder to the 
Governor, Ahmed Agha Bozoa, and which he has since renewed at my request, to 
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Ist. That the villages and lands held by the Druses and Christians in 
virtue of leases, tenements or grants commonly called Mushed Misky, Tyiar, 
Berat, and Sewammy, should be restored to the proprietors on the production 
and examination of their legal title deeds. 

2adly. That the produce of the disputed territories should not be interfered 
‘with until such time as the claimants proved their right to it, 

3rdly. That he was authorized to farm out the villages and lands of the 
Bekaa to those of the Mountaineers who were disposed to rent them. 

4thly. That he should withdraw his from the villages, leaving only a 
single horseman to take note, together with the agents of the supposed! proprie- 
tors, of the produce in dispute. 

Sthly. re * Regias,” or receipts for all the forage and barley he may 
require for his cavalry, that the peasants may be remunerated Hereafter ; 


and 

Gthly. That be was to consider himself pro tempore under the immediate 
orders of the Captain Pasha and Assaad Pasha, and to obey implicitly the 
instructions he may receive from them from time to time, 

In order to prove the sincerity of his Excellency in making the above 
concessions [have presented to him the Berat of Emir Abdullah of Gaza in 
virtue of which he claimed the restitution of some villages and farms, and 1 
have the satisfaction to state respectfully that be delivered to me without the 
slightest hesitation, a bouyurouldi addressed to the Governor, directing him to 
allow the Emir to repossess himtelf of his property: 

Thave further availed myself of the favourable disposition of the Pasha to 
press upon him the expediency of sending without delay one of his principal 
officers to Beyrout to assist at the examination of the title deeds in the possession 
of the Mountaineers, and to accelerate the restitution of their property, to which 
his Excellency has acceded on my assurance that Her Majesty's Consul-General 
‘and Consul at Beyrout would assist him with their counsel and knowledge of the 
facts in coming to an impartial and just solution of the question. Ali Yaver 
Bey has left in consequence with letters of introduction to Colonel Rose and Mr. 
Moore (conducting at the same time four beautiful horses for the Captain Pasha), 
‘and I understand has already commenced to carry out the object of his mission 
in concert with the agents of the Druses and Christians, 

"Thus the Bekua having been placed by the authorities of Damascus, or 
being about to be placed as nearly as possible on its former footing, the Moun- 
taineers can have no further reasonable cause to complain of their exclusion 


from it, and bave consequently withdrawn to their homes ; not before, however, 


Her Majesty's Consul-General had used every effort to persuade them of the 
iegality ‘and impradence of their proceedings. And in order to remove any the 
slightest cause of complaint agin, Ihave proposed to the Turkish authorities, 
‘and they have acceded to it, to withdraw 400 of the 600 cavalry quartered there, 
on the Emirs and Sheiks giving a written “ened,” or guarantee, that they will 
‘not renew their attacks on the Governor, and which Sened Colonel Rose lias pro- 
ised to send me the instant he procures is a 

Tris not to be expected, however, that such who possess no legal title to 
any territory, and whose only hope and aim was to rob and plunder in the 
‘universal confusion, should be pleased with any arrangements which debar them 
from so rich a harvest of booty, though they have already carried away the 
whole of the grain from Malakna to Hirby, as well as, itis said, the produce of 
the villages which had been farmed out by the ex-Governor for the sum of 


1200 purses. 
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Tnclosure 


2 in No. 39, 


Mr. Alison's Report in reply to Archbishop Murad’s ““ Note de faits, 


Note de faite arrivés aprés ta nomina- 
tion, dans le Mont Liban, de deur 
Keimacams, Van Maronite et Vautre 
Druse, dans Vannée 1842, et installés 
le Ler Jantier, 1843. 


1, Quant & Vanarchie, elle régne 
librement dans le Mont Liban, et elle 
est Ia source des revenus du Pacha et 
do ses subordonnés. 


3. Les pillages continuent. 


4, Un homme seul ne peut se 
mettre en voyage pour aller fe dis. 


tance d'une sans @tre accom- 
pagné de quelques autres hommes 
armés. 


Memorandum on Archbishop Ma 
* Note de faits,”” ase 


1, The general peace and securi 
which have de facto reigned tn tke 
Lebanon during the last two years, are 
incompatible with the idea’ of “une 
anarchic qui régne librement ;” and 
the results of a laborious and’ perse- 
vering industry observable throughout 
the country, éould not have been ob- 
tine under auch a tate of things, 

nN accusation corruption was 
made againat Assad Pash but was 
Bt Pee 

. There is no doubt that 
have been committed both eae 
Christians and Druses respectively, 
and that the want of an efficient exe. 
cutive power bas rendered claime for 
redress nugatory where they have been 
made, ‘The fault is to be attributed 
eatirly to the Turkish Govern 
who s0 unaccountably withdrew 
force which Lond Aberdeen judged og 
Hecessary to maintain a due degree of 
order aunong a semi-barbarous people 
‘Auaad Pasha himself lameatea oo 
condemned this policy. 

oi SOU Bot ascertain any in 
on Which such i 
could be founded, 
4. Ido not hesitate in d i 
to be a most hazardous and jets 
statement, 


Europeans, 
langer cities 
the country 


nothing remarkable in the fact of the 
le eng armed ; a practice very 
al in Turkey, and strikingly s0 
in Asia Minor, when viewed as enjoy. 
ing more tranquillity than other pro- 
vvinces. 
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5. On rencontre souvent des morts 
assassinés dans les chemins méme 4 un 
quart-d'heure, dune demi-heure, et & 
‘une heure de distance de Beyrout. On 
réclamait auprés des Kaimacams et ils 
répondaient qu’ils n'y pouvaient rien ; 
fon allait chez Je Pacha pour obtenir 
justice, et il répondait “Cela ne fait 
tien.” 


6. Les familles Gabaisché et de Bah- 
dah sont en continuelles querelles et 
prites A se tuor l'une lautre, Dga 
{1a péri quatre persoones de la famille 
Gabuisché, et une de la farnille Bah- 
dah ; elles sont toujours armées, et 
prétes & se détruire. Les populations 
teatre elles souffrent beaucoup de ces 
wiolences.” Elles ont reclame. aupris 
du Kaimacam pour qu'il pit remettre 
la paix et la tranquillité, et lui a encore 
réponda ql ne pouvat rien ire, pa 
eeque le Pacha ne veut pas que l'on 
rétablisse Ia concorde dans le Mont 
Liban. a 

7. Apres les Conventions  précé- 
denies, Uanéen do TEAL, lo Libon Ge 
vvait payer A I Porte mille deux cents 
bourses comme tribut, et deux mil 
trois cents bourses au Gouvernement 
da Mont Liban, & tous les employés, 
aux tribunanx, &e. Le Pacha s'est 
mparé de toutes ce vommes par ordre 
de la Porte, et avec ce produit ila payé 
les Kaimacams alin qu‘ils soicnt les 
instrumens de ses ordres et de ses 

Contes fois quiils 

8. fois quiils veulent faire 
lear deve il leur montre dein déGance 
ef les menace d'une destitution. 


9. Le Pacha s'est encore emparé 
des rentes commanales qui servaicnt 
pour le bien public, obligeant le Kai- 
‘macam Maronite & payer pour les rem- 
placer 180,000 piastres. ‘Tout ovla est 
contraire au Traité de 1841. 

10. Parmi les Druses eux-mémes il 
ya aussi de lanarchie, ils se sont en- 
iretués derniérement dans un village et 
il en est mort trois, et beaucoup sont 
blessés. Les paysans qui travaillent & 
la terre sont obligés d'avoir le fasil & 
cité dela charrue. 


6. This rofers to occurrences which 
took place before the appointment of 
the two Kaimacams ; a Habeish is 
however said to have killed one of the 
Dahdahs about a year igo, and it is 
not to be wondered at that the Kaima- 
cam, unsupported as he was then by 
the Porte, should have been unable to 
suppress these petty quarrels. 


7. The Porte, after the arrangement 
of 1842, made’ some alteration with 
regard to the payment of employés, &e., 
for the purpose of securing a degree of 
patronage which it thought necessary 
for its own influence. ‘The question 
is however now subsiding to the 
settlement proposed by Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 

Emir Haidar had nothing to complain 
of on this score. 


8. This statement is unfounded. 
‘The Emir Haidar and Assiad Pasha 
‘are on the contrary on terms of a 
very good understanding, and they 
both equally deplore the measure which 
deprived them until now of the means 
of asserting any authority. 

‘9, I could not ascertain with any 
positiveness what is meant by *rentes 
communales.” If a Bekaleck,” the 
Porte has a right to it. Both the 
Emirs it would appear had appro- 
priated this revenue to private use 

10. ‘This statement is generally in- 
correct. It may have reference to 
sqnabbles and contentions which arise 
but to be forgotten among the Moun- 
taineers, unless when attended with 
bloodshed It is impossible to get at 
the details of such occurrences, al- 
though the one alluded to was reported. 
Sees 

uring a rou 
country, the Sfarontes and ruses in 
the district of El-Shoof were employed 
together in gathering in the crops 
without any display of arms. 
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11. Cadri Bey commandait _les 
troupes & Deir-el-Kamar, et les derniers 
jours de Décembre, 1843, i suscite 
@'abord une querelle entre les Druses 
et les Chrétiens, et ensuite il ordonne 
que Yon _pillit et que Yon saccageit 
les Chrétiens. Il_y eut des morts et 
beaucoup dle blesses. 

12. Au nombre des conditions con- 
clues 4 Constantinople le 7 Décembre, 
1842, i était stipulé que Yon retire- 
rait fous es Albanais de la Syrie, et 
cela n'a pas été exéeuté, Tous ‘les 
jours on en voit en Syrie et particu 
Tidrement & Beyrout. Leur chef s'ap- 
pelle Habas, et & Beyrout ila autant 
influence que le Pacha. Le 8 Fév- 
tier les Albanais sont entrés dans le 
Mont Liban avec les autres troupes 
‘Turques, et certainement ils auront 
commis d'autres exeds. 


13. Le Pacha de Beyrout a pris par 
le moyen du Kaimacam, dans Ja Pro- 
vince de Kesrouan, 60,000  piastres 
avant de faire exéeuter Vordre de Con- 
stantinople qui assurait que cette pro- 
vinee ne a Aimpots pendant 
‘trois ans, en dédommagement de ce 
quill avait souffert en 1840. 

14, TL en eat réaulté qu’d Yoccasion 
de ce paiement, plusieurs individus de 
a famille Caseno se sont mis en divi- 
sion et en désaccord, Une partie de 
cette famille avec ses cliens a fait 
‘une insurrection et excitait le peuple a 
ve réunir pour xe révolter contre le 
Kaimacam et le Pacha, et il n'y a pas 
‘eu peu de dommages pour cette pro 
Vince. Chaque membre de cette fa- 
rill suit un parti different, et le 
Pacha se réouit de cette division, 

1. Derniérement & Constantinople 
avec Ie consentement des Ambassa- 
dours, In Porte en opposition au Traité 
de 1842, a nommé un chef Tare pour 
commander & Deirel-Kamar et aux 
environs, 


16, Etce commandant doit nommer 
dans chaque village un chef Druse et 
tun chef Chrétien. Ainsi pour les vile 
lages s'il yen a cela fait 60 
ou 80 chefs. Cette mesure ne peut 
que compléter la rine du Liban. 

17, En conséquence In protection 
de I'Burope a causé au Mont Liban la 
haine achamnée des Tures, une ruine 
tello quill faudra plos que cent ans 


11, This was a quarrel originating 
in some very trivial circumstances. 
Cadri Bey had nothing to do with it, 
and there was no plunder committed 
‘on the part of the Drases, who were as 
one to twelve in numbers. Colonel 
Rose, who was I believe on the spot, 
reported on this occurrence. 

12. The Albanians had been almost 
all withdrawn in the beginning, but 
were employed again on the removal of 
the regular forces. Abbas, their chief 
tain, enjoyed the general reputation of 

ing a just, severe, but arrogant man, 
His haughty conduct towards the 
‘Turkish authorities was a chief cause 
of his removal. The excesses appre- 
ended by Archbishop Murad have 
not occurred: and the present chief- 
tain, who was employed at the sug 
tion of the Embassy in 1840, deserv- 
lly enjoys the respect and good-will 
of all parties. 

13. 1 coald not ascertain that there 
are any grounds for this statement, 
although if it be correct the money 
must have been levied on the people 
at large, and consequently generally 
known, 


14. The Casenos are reported to be 
& most turbulent family. Some of 
them repaid the good offices of the 
Kaimacam by endeavouring to over- 
throw him ; but I could not ascertain 
that any insurrection had taken place, 
for that the provinee had suffered by 
their misconduct. 


15. The temporary appointment of a 
military commander at Deir-el-Kamar 
‘was found to be indispensable for the 
tranquillity of that place. This mea- 
sure has had the effect of bringing 
back many Christian families, who had 
Withdrawn from it previous to 1842, 
‘The principal Maronite Sheiks of that 
village expressed. themselves to me 
high terms of Mustapha Bey. 

16. [ could not ascertain any 
grounds whatever for such astatement, 


17. ‘This is 2 most factions and un- 
ful assertion. ‘The protection of 
rope had in the first place the effect 
of preventing the return of a ruler 


recouvrer Ia situation de 1839, 
PPperte de la famille. Shehab, unique 
protection du Mont Liban, In destruc 
tion des priviléges séculiers, le mal- 
heur d’étre soumis 4 beaucoup de 
chefs ennemis les uns des autres. 

‘Actuellement votre Excellence verra 
Si aprés Vexposé de ces faits qui ne 
sont qu'une faible partie des exces com 
mis, Ia tranquillité régne au Liban et 


neither the life and pro- 

his subjects nor the suthority 

‘gn; in the second place, 

that of placing it on a footing infinitel 
Sapenog teat of the athe Chriteg 
subjects of the empire, both in point 
of privileges, taxation and security from 

external wrong and injury. 
Buyukdery, 8, 1844. 

(Signed: . ALISON. 


‘saura sur quelles raisons Jes Puissances 

sppuyer pour faire rendre au 
Elvan une situation qu'il regrtte avec 
tant de douleur. 


No. 40. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


Foreign Office, October 5, 1844. 

I HAVE received your Excelleney's despatch No. 194, of the Ist of Sep- 
tember, respecting an. pplication which had been tmade to you on the part of 
the old Bmir Beshir GShehab), and have to acquaint you in reply, that while 
Her Majesty's Government bave scen no reason to depart from their opinion 
that the return of that person to Syria, and still more his reinstatement in the 
Government of the Lebanon, would be in the highest objectionable, they 
ddo not feel themselves called upon, especially under the eireumstances alluded to 
by your Excellency of his having sought by bribery to regain his ancient power, 
to advocate any pecaniary claims which he may thik fit to prefer tothe Porte 

am, &e., 
(Signed) "ABERDEEN. 


No. 41. 
‘The Bart of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning, 


(No. 160.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 7, 1844. 

IN compliance with the wish expreaed by your Excellency in the Inter 
part of your despatch No. 175, of the 16th of August, to be made acquainted 
Mith the opinion of Her Majesty's Government on the two points submitted to 
you by Rose in his despatch No. 40, of the 2nd of August, [ have to 
Inform your Excellency that the view which you have taken of those points, as 
expressed in your despatch to Colonel Rose, No. 14, of the 18th of August, 
appears to Her Majesty's Goverament to be generally correct. 

Her Majesty's Government however do not clearly understand to what 
‘extent the authorities of the Porte proposed to defer to the opinions of the Con 
suls of the Five Powers, which it appears they intended to ascertain before 
resorting to measures of coercion in support of the plan of administration for 
the Lebanon which has been determined upon. Considering the difference 
which has unfortunately manifested itself between those Powers with regard to 
the practicability of the plan in question, it could scarcely be expected that 
when the question of adopting forcible measures to subdue the opposition of 
persons adverse to that plan should be propounded to the Representatives of 
the Powers, sny unanimous expression of opinion on their part would be the 
result: while a declared difference of opinion would not only encourage resist- 
doce, but would also paralyze the action of the authorities of the Porte 

2 








Her Majesty's Government desire that the new administration of affairs 
in the Lebanon should be established without compromising public tranquillity, 
‘and they consider it on every account expedient that all ostensible measures to 
that end should emanate from and be carried out by the Turkish authorities 
alone. Unless therefore the intrigues of foreign agents, in opposition to the 
legitimate influence of the Porte, should require Her Majesty's servants to come 
forward in support of that influence, or unless the Turkish authorities should 
voluntarily seck counsel from Her Majesty's Consul-General, Her Majesty's 
Government would prefer that British Agents in Syria should abstain as much 
‘as possible from active interference ; and even if required to interfere on either of 
the grounds above stated, that they should limit their action to counselling the 
aoe ref the Porte while faithfully carrying out the instructions of the 
Divan, to exercise in so doing the utmost forbearance and management consistent 
with the proper discharge of their duty. 

But with reference to the specific questions suggested by Colonel Rose, Her 
Majesty's Government are clearly of opinion that if either the Maronites or the 
Druses. should resist the introduction into their respective districts of the form 
of Government already determined upon, the Turkish Government, after ex- 
hhausting all reasonable means of persuasion and conciliation, would act rightly 
in compelling obedience to their authority, and in punishing, if necessary, the 

yy. Again, if either party should refuse to nominate Vakeels, Her 
jovernment conceive that the Porte would be fully borne out in itself 
e the duties of that office. 


leney’s hands. 


‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 161.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 7, 1844. 

1 HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that I have received from Colonel 
Rose a copy of his despatch to you, No. 46 of the Sth of September, giving. an 
‘account of what he believed to be the termination of the discussions between 
the Turkish authorities and the Druse and Christian deputies by the accept. 
lance of the arrangements proposed on the part of the Porte. 

Her Majesty's Government have received this intelligence with much satis- 
faction, and I have had great pleasure in conveying to Colonel Rose my entire 
approval of the prudence and good management by which he sppears to have 
$0 powerfully contributed to bring about this desirable result. 


Lam, &., 
(Signed) ‘ABERDEEN. 


No, 43. 


‘Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received October 10.) 


(No. 202.) 
My Lond, Buyukdery, September 17, 1844, 
ON his return from Syria Mr. Alison committed to paper not only his 
remarks on the statement presented to your Lordship by Archbishop ‘Murad, 
but also his opinion as to the real wants and political feclings of the several 
classes in Mount Lebanon. 1 have already transmitted the former to your 
Lordship, and 1 have now the honour to forward herewith a memorandum con- 
taining the latter, which more particularly derives its value from the oppor- 
tunities of local ingiry and, penonal observation recently enjoyed by Me 
ve, Key 
Signed)" STRATFORD CANNING. 
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Tnclosure in No. 43. 
Memorandum by Mr. Alison. 


MOUNT Lebanon during my visit was at a point most propitious to the 
views of a party who sought the success of their echemes amidst scenes of strife 
‘and rebellion, ‘The Maronite district of Besharré had taken up arms to resist 
the payment of the taxes, and the Christians and Druses had united to expel 
the Turkish troops from the property claimed by them in the Bekaa. An ap- 

face of unanimity on the part of the European Powers contributed for a 
Time to foment this state of things; for the Patriarch declared having received 
intelligence that the British Governient had at length seen the expediency of 
restonng the old Emir Beshir to the seat of power. 

Tt will appear strange that the Government under such circumstances 
should have succeeded in maintaining the geveral tranquillity and eventually 
restoring order without any effective means of coercion at its disposal ; but a 

fect Enowledge of the character of the people, added to measures of firmness 
tod, forbearance, prada thei ete. Ta the diferent interviews I had, in 
‘conjunction with Colonel Rose at Beyrout, with several of the leading Maronite 
Sheiks, it was endeavoured to impress upon them the necessity of restoring 
order and submission throughout the country, before the measures to be 
Gdopted by Assaad and Halil Pashas for redressing the grievances they com- 
plained of could be carried into execution. As a further means of produ 
This result a bouyurouldi forbidding the revival of the Shehab claims to 1 
Government was tent into the factious villages by a single unattended cavass ; 

‘of Assaad Pasha’s banker, on the other hand, at the seat of 
Febellion in Besharré had the double effect of ‘bringing the turbulent Sheiks to 
Submission as well as to an admission of their culpability, by the payment of 
part of the taxes which they had so unjustly disputed 

Tt would be vain to attempt a description of the past and present 
of Mount Lebanon from the report of those who are chiefly in comm 
With the foreign agents in Syria, ‘The charicter of the Maronite Sheiks is 
Zvowed, even by their best friends, to be that of a vain, corrupt, restless, and 
turbulent people ; regardless of all lies in the prosecution of their favourite 
Schemes, and with whom truth and good faith are but idle words. These are 
the natural results of a long and painful servitade under a eruel and despotic 

into view by a degree of freedom and prosperity 
The effect 18 more strikingly remarkable in 
where there are neither Turks 


ple from the 
stever policy may 
the new she ‘of administration met with no support at it 
fmacams were installed, while the executive power requisite to govern and 
Fepress was entirely withheld from them, A free scope was thus afforded to 





the passions of two factious and turbulent sects, still smarting under the inflic- 
tion of mutual wrongs. Yet although it manifested itself by individual acts of 
cruelty and revenge committed with impunity among the respective sects, no 
indication of a general discontent or of the animosity which is stated to exist 
between the Christians and the Druses, disturbed the 

While the Christian Sheiks of the Kesrouan endeavoured in vain to excite dis- 
order and strife among the population, the Christian inhabitants in the mixed 
districts have maintained an exemplary conduct under the administration of 
their Druse landlords. Neither the abeyance of the law nor the incessant exer- 
tions of the Shebab party to regain their ascendancy have been able to disturb 
the good understanding which is s0 essential to the relations between tenant and 
landiord. ‘The real interest of the labouring classes has interposed too strong 
a barrier to such unprofitable schemes ; and no better proof can be afforded of 
this than the fact that neither industry nor agriculture has met with any check 
throughout the whole country from the causes abave alluded to, and that while 
the people listened unmoved to the appeal of their factious both the 
Chratians and the Druses united together to expose their lives in the Bekaa for 
the protection of property to which their title even was contested and under 
investigation, 

‘The real fact is, that the people are too ignorant, and laborious to 
care much who rules over them, so loog as they are protested against the ra 
city of their own Sheiks. Wherever questioned by me on the subject they 
{iter betrayed an entire ignorance of the question agitated concerning the 
Lebanon, or expressed themselves perfectly indifferent as to the result $0 long as 
it did not affect them. ‘The question itself, from any conception which I was 
enabled to form of it, appears to me to be a matter resting exclusively among 
the body of Sheiks dismembered on the expulsion of the old Emir Beshir. 
‘Those who were raised by him upon the wreck of others wish as ardently for 
his return as the latter dread it, ‘The Druse Sheiks connected with this fac- 
tion are comparatively few. A consciousness of power enables them, generally 
speaking, to view. the question and its eventual result with calm indifference. 

The less'inluential Sheiks of both sects are swayed alternately by each with 
a facility which renders their concurrence of no further interest to the 
than to mislead those who at n distance are unable to appreciate the value of 
it. ‘They all look down upon the labourer with the utmost contempt; he is a 
serf in the mouth of the one and an infidel in that of the other. ‘The feeling 
of power is x0 closely allied to despotism and arrogance in the minds of this 
people, that I have heard a Maronite ruler in a district purely Christian, a 
‘man too of characteristic mikiness and forbearance, apply the epithet of Ghiaour 
or nfl to his own, people in talking calmly of their condition inthe presence 
of the principal Sheiks of the country. 

During the conversations I have held with the leading Maronite Sheiks in 
the Lebanon I never heard any better reason advanced for the retura of the 
Shehabs by those who espouse their cause than that they desired it. ‘The Patri- 
arch, like all the rest, is cotirely guided by his own interest. Once strongly 
opposed to the return of the proscribed family he declares himself to be now as 
desirous for its restoration, although extreme caution prevents him from lendi 
himself openly to the intrigues set on foot for that purpose. I alluded to the 
disinclination evinced by the Porte on this subject, and asked him whether the 
‘nomination of a Christian Prince from another family to rule over both Druses 
and Christians would appear to hi» calculated to meet the wishes of his people. 
His Eminence frankly expressed himself opposed to any such scheme, and 
sated that the Emir Haidar andthe present system should have his bast ates 
in the event of the return of the old Emir or his son being deemed impracticable. 
In the course of a long conversation it struck me that he looked forward in the 
return of the old Emir to a greater degree of spiritual control over the Chris- 
tians setled in the Druse part of the Mountain; but whether in the event. of 
fuch a contingency, the abuses ofthe church would be. permitted to keep pace 
with those of the Government, is a question difficult to foresee. 

Tt cannot be shown that there is any defect in the present form of adminis. 
tration beyond the want of an executive power sufficient to enforce respect to 
the laws in the relations of individuals towards each other, and to keep in check 
the machinations of a faction who are ready to plunge the country into disorder 
to promote their own ends. ‘This latter object is considered of so much import- 
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ance that the Maronite Kaimacam stated to me that he would enzage to kee 
his people in strict submission to the law if he could rely upon obtaining sufi 
cient guarantee against the exertions of the faction above alluded to. 

‘The redress of individual grievances arising out of the violent measures 
resorted to by the Druses to avenge the usurpation of their py 
old Emir Beshir, forms a question independent of that of the adinintstration, but 
which bas been much made use of in promoting dissension and intrigue. "The 
amore sensible portion of the Sheliab faction would am persuaded be content 
toend their Inboure withthe permanent selcment of Us question. ‘his ace 
effected, the machinery of Government for maintaining a better order of thin 
in fature, will require the attention of those whose experience and rectitude 
entitle them to respect; but it is generally admitted that the most simple form 
would be the best. 

One evil to be avoided hereafter is the frequency with which the Represen- 
tatives of forcizn Powers are called upon to interfere in the most titing, dif. 
‘ences between the people and the Government. In the absence of an efficient 
‘executive power, such an interference has been in many respects both beneficial 
and humane, while in others the low cunning and bad faith of the parties have 
often led to intricacies and misunderstandings as mischievous as they ate rdic 
lous. The same terms of exclusive devotion have been so frequently applied. in 
tation to each of the European Gorereats that the abst ay alot 
passed into a proverb. Besides this the means of intrigue and influence which 
Such a practice caries with it might become a source of danger in the hands of 
unscrupulous men; and the system moreover has the effet of bringing. the 
Supreme Government into disrepute, 

‘The question of any form of Government for the Lebanon must naturally 
be taken Into cosideration together with the views of the Porte; the mi 
points, that is, ancient privileges and immunities, freedom of religious exercise, 
liberty of interoal administration, and a fixed and equitable taxation, being always 
carefully guarded. Amidst the factious ery of wrongs and injuries, no complaints 
have arisen on these heads which bave not turned. out to be both wicked and 
unjustifiable. The inhabitants indeed of Mount Lebinon have much to cone 
sratulate themselves upon when their present condition is viewed in contrast 
with their former one, and also with the present state of other Chistian comn- 
munities scattered over the Ottoman Empire. ‘The oppression und guilt 
which raised the power of the Shehabs, and the extortions of [eratim Pasha, have 
been succeeded by a state of guaranteed freedom, immunity and prosperity duly 
appreciated by all those who prefer the substantial benefits which has atiended 
them to the impracticable objects held out by factious and designing men. If 
the culpable neglect of the Porte in suspending the course of justice ‘has given 
scope to the commission of individual aete of atrocity and ervelty. this surely 
cannot be adduced in evidence of the impracticablity of a form of Government 
to which, although originating in the most practical and enlighteved minds, 
intrigue and false policy have never allowed a far trial; and yet under which #6 
many real advantages are enjoyed. Supposing it however posible permanently 
to overcowe the repugnance of the Druses to the establishinent in the Lebanon 
of a single Christian ruler, independent of the arbitrary subjection in which th 
held the old Emir, it would always require the sincsre support of the Turkish 
Government to maintain him in any of authority. As the Porte has 
explicitly avowed itself opposed to such a measure, the question resolves itelf 
simply into whether it would be prudent or just for the sake of a mere expert 
‘ment, to plunge the country again into a state of anarchy and bloodkhed! and 
thus create de ony allemative af wrestingit ete om the possion of the 
Porte, and exposing all the provinces beyond it to the certain danger of civil 
strife and eventual dismemberment. grt 

‘Buyukdery, September 8, 1844. 

(Signed) ©. ALISON. 








No. 44. 
Sir Steatford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received October 10.) 


(No. 203.) 


My Lord, Buyukdery, September 17, 1844. 
BY the return of Omer Efendi from Beyrout, I received from Colonel Rose 
the gratifying intelligence that the deputies of the Maronites and Druses had 
ited the terms of arrangement communicated to them by the Captain Pasha and 
the Pasha of Sidon in the name of the Porte, and that the long-pending question 
‘of Mount Lebanon tight be considered as brought to a satisfactory termi 
tion. Inclosed herewith is a copy of Colonel Rose's despatch announcing this 
fortunate result. I observe with particular satisfaction that the Porte has 
redeemed its pledge, that the generosity of its conduct has removed the chief 
burthen of the indemnities, that in addition to the confirmation of all previous 
securities and concessions, the liherty of emigration has been granted to the 
Maronites in the mixed districts, and that the tranguillity of the country has 
been secured by the presence ofan imposing fore withoat the lightest edosion 
of blood. 
“The Ottoman Ministers are much pleased with the solution of the difficulty, 
and they have conveyed to me their acknowledgments for the share which Her 
fovernment and its Represetatives both here and in Syria ave taken 


complete execution of the promises made at Beyrout, es 
payment of the indemnities, and that large proportion of their amount which 
tho Porte has undertaken to supply. 

‘abstain for the present irom entering more largely into this part of the 
question. It appears to me that while the Porte continues to pursue so reason- 
able and benevolent a course; the smallest measure of interference. will be best 
on my part, nevertheless endeavour to keep its ings in view, 
and I shall not hesitate on every proper occasion to ofler those pies 
hich T may- think moet conducive to the pee and wolfe of Mount 
Lebanon, 

Tn the mean time it is an additional eause of satisfaction to find that the 
‘Acstrinn and French Embassies have adopted on this subject a and, as 
far ux I know, a conduct in harmony with the sentiments of Great Britain and 
the true aterests of the Porte. ‘Their Consuls at eyrout appear to have 
abstained from seeking to occasion any fresh embarrassment ; and the Austrian 
Consul is stated to have even dissuaded the Christian deputies from declining to 
submit to the Sultan's pleasure. Count Stirmer has shown me the reports of M. 
A'Adelbourg, and they agree in all their principal features with those of Her 
Majeaty's Consul-General. M. de Bourqueney has equally expressed to me, and 
also to Rifaat Pasha, his cheerful acquiescence in the present state of things, 
though he dvcaimed in a significant manner hi reliance on ite stabi 

we, KC. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure in No. 44. 


A Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning. 
No, 46.) 
ir, Beyrout, September 5, 1844. 

T HAVE the greatest satisfaction in announcing to your Excellency the 
successful termination of the question of Mount Lebanon. 

‘On the 2nd instant the Christian deputies of the mixed provinces, several 
Christian Emirs and notables of Mount Lebanon, and the Druse chiefs, assem- 
bled in Beyront to bear the orders of the Sublime Porte respecting the indem- 
‘nities and the government of the mixed provinces. 

“The Captain Pasha and Assaad Pasha presided over the Divan, to which 
the Christians were first introduced. 
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‘The Pashas then informed the Christian deputies that the Sublime Porte 
in its benevolence and compassion for the state of the Christians, had determined 
to give from its own treasury the sum of ten thousand purses towards paying 
the indemmnities, and that the Druses would pay the remaining part—three 


"The Pushas proceeded to amounce to the Assembly the orders of the Parte 
respecting the government of the mixed districts, that it was to be on the 
Frorraptical sytem, the Christian Kaimacam governing the Druses in the 

nstian Kaimacamship, and the Druse Kaimacam governing the Christians in 
the Druse Kaimacamship. 

“The Pashas then detailed the guarantees which are so well known to your 
Excellency. 2 

‘The deputies thanked emphatically the Pashas for tho payment of the 
indempities, and the signal generosity of their illustrious Sovereign; but as 
regarded the question of government, Bishop Tubia, on the part of the depu- 
ties, requested a short delay, ‘*mebli,” which was granted them till the next 
day. 

rhe Divan having met on the Srd instant, the Pashas informed the Chris- 
tian deputies that they had full liberty to give utterance to their wishes respecting 
the matter of their government. 

‘The deputies then stated their unwillingness to be governed by the Druses ; 
and a discussion, in which the Pashas showed the utmost moderation and 
forbearance, took place on that point between the authorities and the 
deputies. 

PeThese persons pourtrayed in strong language the hardship of the Christians 
being governed by the Druses, after the cruel grievances which they had suffered 
during the civil war. 

‘Kesaad Pasha replied that the Christians had also pillaged and Killed. the 
Druses. 

"The Pashas then with great kindness detailed the guarantees, pointed out 
the sufficiency of that of the Vakecls, whose especial duty it was to watch over 
the interests of the Christians and to report and denounce any invasion of their 
rights on the part of their Druse rulers. 

Assaad assured the Christian deputies with much feeling, that not 
only should all the guarantees in favour of the Christians be carried into effect 
in the fullest and most liberal manner, but that the Pasha of Sidon would even 
consider the Christians in the mixed population as enjoying his special pro- 
tection, that he would never lose sight of them: and, added this Pasha, who 
‘on account of bis age, humanity, and liberal feeling, is justly popular with the 
Christians, “I shall always treat you as the enfans chéris' of my Sovereign.” 

Four times were the Christians invited by the Pashas to declare all their 
wishes and desires. 

‘The deputies then said that they would obey, but that it would be like 
taking poison ; and they repeated that they would obey and accept the new 
form of government like dutiful subjects, but that it was against their wishes so 
to do. 

‘The Captain Pash replied, that they said that they would obey because 

rey were dutifal subjects, but that it was against their wishes to do so, and as 
his illustrious Sovereign wished that all his subjects should be happy, be knew 
of no other remedy for the difficulty, than that such of the Christians who did 
not choose to remain under Druse rule should emigrate, 

On this all the deputies prostrated themselves, without throwing them- 
selves on the ground, and taking off their turbans with both hands, warmly 
thanked the Captain Pasha for this gracious permission, declaring their entire 

tance of the orders for the new form of Government. 

‘Assaad Pasha said to one of the deputies who had distinguished himself in 
the discussion, ‘* Remember. you who have rejected all the ample protection and 
complete guarantees promised to you, all the assurances of paternal care and 
interest madeto you in the name of your Emperor, remember, that youhave now 

that for which your relations and those who are dear to you may call 
‘malediction on you ; you have rejected all the enactments to give you perfect 
security; you prefer to leave the house and soil of your fathers.” 

person thus addressed again declared his cheerful acceptance of 
emigration. 
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‘The Christians then retired after two hours’ sitting. 

T think it right to draw your Bxcellency’s attention to the fect that 
although so often called on by the Pashas to give utterance to their wishes and 
desires, the deputies never breathed a word in favour of a Shehab Governor, nor 
even alluded to that family in the remotest way. 

‘The Druses were informed by the two Pashas of the act of munificence of 
their Sovereign in aid of them, I mean the gift of ten thousand purses towards 
the payment of the indemnities which they owe to the Christians. One chief 
of the Yeshecks who bas been agitating Iately, pleaded the extreme poverty of 

the Druses, and hoped that mercy would be shown to them as regarded the pay- 
ment of the 3000 purses whith tbey had to pay. 

‘The Druses declared their obedience tthe orders respecting’ the idem- 
nities, as well as the Government. But some of them expressed a hope that 
Deir-cl-Kamar should remain under the government of the Druses, inasmuch 
4 it way the capital of the Druse country and of  Druse mookata, that of the 
Abuncked. 

Assaad Pasha replied very properly, that no mention. should be made of 
such a wish nor of such a name, as an “Abuneked had shed Christian blood in 
the most inhuman way in Deir-el-Kamar, 

Thave desired the Druse chiefs only to mention the indemnities in 
terms of extreme and heartfelt gratitude for the excessive generosity of their 
Sovereign, to pay the 3000 purses as soon as they can, and not to offer the 
slightest objection to the new form of Government for Deir-el-Kamar. 

‘The conduct of the Austrinn and French Agents was one of the causes which 
conduced to the present favourable state of affairs. 

M.d’Adelbourg informs me that previously to the meeting he not only 
counselled the deputies who came to him with Bishop Tubia to obey, but warned 
them emphatically of the consequences if they did not do so. 

M. d'Adelbourg advised them strongly to accept the Druse rule, assuring 
them that they, the Christians, had no cause to fear, nothing ‘de quoi se 
redouter ;" a most important declaration from the Austrian Consul-General, and 
an entire confirmation of what T have so often had the honour to state.’ M. 
d'Adelbourg highly approves of the plan of emigration. 

M, Poujade, who met Bishop Tubia at M. d'Adelbourg’s, at first wished to 
advise the deputies to reject the orders (this Ihave the honour to say quite 
confidentially), but on a remonstrance or rejoinder from the Austrian Consul. 
General, he told the deputies that he had no instruction ; therefore all he could tell 
them was to act like good Rayahs, and that if he were to give them his private 
opinion he would advise them to obey. 

Another local cause of the submission of the Christians was the absence of 
Bishop Tubia, who did not attend the second meeting, and who resigned imme- 
dintely after it broke 

Having conmulted M.a'AdeIBourg and myself an to whether he had not 
better resign, we advised him to do so. 

But the chief and main cause of the present state of things was the honour- 
able, consistent, and benevolent line of policy pursued by Her Majesty's 
Government with regard to the Lebanon, 5 

‘The Earl of Aberdee rable despatch produced an immediate effect 
‘on those foreign influences which have hitherto rendered the settlement of the 
teat question impossible unless by means of coercion, 

‘The arrival of troops at Beyrout produced also a most favourable effect. 
‘Therefore your Excetlency's unceasing exertions to strengthen the civil power 
this country have met with their just reward. 

T have been unceasingly occupied, previous to and during the meeting of 
the Divan, in consulting with and giving counsel to the Turkish authorities in 
failing another deep-laid Shehab scheme to create agitation in the Kesrouan, 
in uniting the two Druse national parties of the Djinblats and the Yesbecks, 
who were in discord, and inducing the ‘Turkish authorities to maintain the 
influence which was ecessary for them in order to carry out the two difficult 
and delicate measures in question by a due vindication of the law of the 


Jand. 

By way of still further conciliating the Christians, I have advised the 
‘Turkish authorities todirect the Drage Katinakan never to send Drose bavalle, 
oo sheriffs’ officers, to Christian families, but always Christian bawallee. This 
they immediately agreed to. 


the present state of feeling of the deputies, itis irritable, disap- 
pointed and bitter. Many of them bitterly reproach Bishop Tubia as having 
encouraged them to resist all conciliation, aad then deserting them at the 
crisis. 
‘There has been no commotion as yet in the mixed districts. 
Thave advised the Turkish authorities ta treat the deputies with the utmost 
moderation and kindness ; to see them and converse with them separately ; when 
the emigration begins to let it proceed slowly with the utmost regularity and 
system, village after village, and only two or three families at a time. 

In this way the Christians will have time to reflect and the Druse chiefs 
will have time to use all sorts of conciliating measures to induce their Christian 
tenantry and vassals to stay. 

For wy ows part 1 ads to toy ferniar opinion tat the delicate measure 
of emigration will be very limited. If the only effect of it is to transfer those 
‘who have suffered most from the Druses, a few hot-headed agitators, to the 
Christian district, the result will be very beneficial. 

Xtras thatthe Sublime Porte wil be pleased init generosity to give that 
degree of pecuniary aid which will lighten the expense of emigration to those 
‘who Jeval-sewlybenck azo] yet Sill not bs patient vs onions any one to 
leave their home for sake of the compensation. 

1 should not do my duty if didnot bring to your Bxcllency’s notice the 
moderation, patience, and benevolence shown by the Captain Pasha and 
‘Assaad Pasha in the execution of the most difficult and delicate duty allotted to 
them. 

‘They have deserved well of their Sovereign, their Court and Chnistiani 
For the entire confidence and good-will shown to. myself as Her Majesty's 
servant I shall always feel grateful. 

I should have said that Omer Effendi attended the Divan, He seems in 
every way worthy of the important mission entrusted to him, 

have, 
HUGH ROSE 


No. 45. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Strotford Canning. 
(No. 167.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1844. 

IT RECEIVED on the 10th instant, and I have laid before the Queen your 
Excellency’s despatches from No. 199’ to No. 204, the last of the 19h of 
September, inclusive. ~ 

{n achnowledsing the receipt of sour despatch No. 203, inclosing Colonel 
Rose's report of the acceptance by the Druse and Maronite deputies, of the 
arrangement by the authorities of the Porte for the settlement of the 
affairs of Mount Lebanon, I am happy to take the opportunity to state to your 
Excellency, that Her Majesty's Government are fully sensible of the extent to 
which your Excellency has contributed to bring about the satisfactory solution of 
‘a question which was beset by so many difficulties. Her Majesty's Government 
have entirely approved your proceedings with reference to these affiirs, and 
they are happy to perceive that your conduct is ulso duly appreciated by the 
Porte. 


‘Your Excelleney will state to the Turkish Ministers that Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment are highly gratified by what has now been accomplished in \, and 
that they trust that no measures will be neglected by the Porte to give stability to 
the administration in that country. 

‘The harmony which appears to have prevailed at the conclusion of these 
toate betneen the Reprsentativesof the Five Powers bth at Constantinople 


and in Syria, is not the least gratifying circumstance in the transaction. Ter 
Majesty’s Government sincerely trust that such harmony may continue, and they 
‘would wish your Excellency to use your best endeavours to promote it, a8 the 
surest means of preventing any discontented persons who may be found among 
the subjects of the Sultan in Syria from eugaging in schemes incompatible with 
the tranquillity of that country. Tam, &e:, 

ap Siew) ABERDEEN, 








No. 46. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received October 26.) 


(No, 215.) 
My Lord, Buyukdery, October 2, 1844. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward, inclosed herewith, for your Lordship's 
information, a despatch which I have just now addressed to Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Syria. ‘The several inclosures annexed to it, together with 
the despatch itself, contain in substance whatever points of any interest I have 
to communicate at present on the subject of Mount Lebanon. 

"Aware that Colonel Rose is in the habit of conveying the amplest infrma- 
tion of what passes around him to your Lordship’s office, I hold it unnecessary 
to load the correspondence with copies of his numerous despatches to me. 

am informed that the Russian Consol in Syria takes a less sanguine view 
than his British colleague of the future tranquillity of Mount Lebanon ; but 
not having seen M. Basily’s reports, Iam unable to state on what ground she 
‘entertains the apprehensions which are ascribed to him by my informant 

Thave, &c., 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 46. 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 
(No, 18) 
Sir, Buyukdery, October 2, 1844. 

YOUR despatches to the 23rd ultimo inclusive reached me late on the 
28th. T collect generally from their contents that with the exception of one or 
two doubtful incidents nothing had occurred to interrupt the of the 
Mountain, and that whatever intrigues might be meditated, the authority of the 
Pashas, when supported effectively by their Government, would probably suffice 
to maintain public order, and to prevent any serious resistance to the execution 
of those administrative measures which were lately accepted with submission 
by the deputies assembled at Beyrout. 

‘A few hours after the arrival of your despatches, I received from Rifaat 
Pasha the two papers of which copies are inclosed herewith, the one purporting 
to be a proclamation addressed by Halil Pasha to the inhabitants of Lebanon, 
the other a memorandum, in substance, of the Porte’s new instructions to that 
commander. 

‘The deficient nature of the latter document, as compared with my previous 
recomendations, and the suggestions contained in your correspondence, induced 
ime to make a fresh representation to Rifaat Pasha in the sense of our common 
tiews,and to request that the Turkish steamer appointed to go to sea on th 
following day, should be detained for such further instructions as the Porte 
might decide upon addressing to the Captain Pasha or the Pasha of Sidon, 

My propos so far suceeded that the departure ofthe steamer was post- 

‘and the amendments 1 sugested were received favourably by Rifaat 
rasha, and submitted immediately to the Council. 

‘The exact nature of those sugzetions, and the, degree to which the Porte 
bas adopted them, will be made clear by a perusal of the two papers. which I 
now inclose to you. 

1 think you will ind in my memorandum every point to which you had 
invited my attention; and if the Porte's reply be still imperfect, it is useless to 
attempt any further amendment of it, as the Gane has twice deliberated upon 
its contents within the last ten days, and has finally come to a distinct conclu- 
sion on each point, Your communications with Halil Pasha, who. is fally pre- 

to attend to any advice which you may offer him in a friendly manner, 
Will no doubt contbute powerally to supply the defecate 

am of opinion that it would be very desirable for the Pashas to begin by 

paying an instalment of the 10,000 purses for which the Porte is now respon. 
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ies bs I question whether you will be able to obtain the accomplishment of 
i ject. 
Tam assured by Rifsat Pasha that the French Ambassador's insidious 
advice to detach from the Druse Kaimacam such villages of the mixed districts 
as havea large majority of their population Christian, and Shoomab in particu. 
lar, is not accepted by the Porte. 

Whatever may be necessary to complete the line of demarcation on the 
Pfincple ofthe mookatas is aft matter of conrliation between you and the 


J understand that some adilitional regiments, to be replaced by troops from 
here, are gone or going from Smyrna to Beyrout, and that a portion of the 
forecs already at Beyrout is ordered to Nabloos, 

Rifaat Pasha bias denied to Mr, Alison, as explicitly as Halil Pasha appears 
to have denied to you, that the Porte entertains the slightest idea of introducing 
the Government of a Turkish Pasha into Mount Lebanon. 

‘Whatever notion of this kind may have been heretofore admitted at the 
Porte, there i reason to believe that now a leat itis entirely abandoned, 

am, Keay 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 46. 
Proclamation of Halil Pasha to the Inhabitants of Mount Lebanon, 


Traduction.) 

IL est inutile de vous dire que par suite des événemens qu'on ‘ait s’étre 
passés an Mont Liban, et conformément aux sentimens pleins de justice et de 
clémence dont Sa Hautesse est animée envers tous les sujets de In Sublime 
Porte, deux Kaimacams ont été nommés conformément & Varrangement fait 


‘menses par 
compassion, et que Ia solicitude et la commisération souveraines sont’ constam- 
ment dirigées vers les habitans et les rayas, Sa Hautesse a daigné accorder Ia 
faveur que le reste dont il s’agit soit payé termes de Ia caisse da Gouyerne- 
‘ment de Saida, & ceux qui ont souffert, et par le canal des hommes alfilés qui 
‘auront été élus par les Curétiens. 

‘2+, Liadmninistration. Conformément i’arrangement fait i y a quelque temps 
par la Sublime Porte, on fera gouverner les nations Druse et Maronite, eomme 
cela se pratique présent, par deux Kanaan sépars Yun de Yantr Ih y 
‘a seulement ceci, savoir: dans les Moukatas Druses of il y a des myas établis 
et mélés avec les Druses, les rayas seront, comme cola a €é ab anfiquo, sous 
Ia juridiction du Kaimacam Drase et des Moukatadjis Druses; mais afin que 
les Moukatadjis ne les molestent en aucune manigre et injustement, ily aura 
dans chaque moukata un Vékil élu par les rayas et approuvé par le Kaimiacam : 
cces Vékils seront IA pour exercer une surveillance. Tes cas ot tes Mou- 
katadjis commettraient cnvers les rayas quelque acte dinjustice, les Vékils cn 
avertiront d'abord le Kaimakam ; et s'ils ne sont pas écoutés, ils feront dos 








intations au Pacha de la province, et alors il sera fait droit 4 leurs plaintes 
et a leur demandes. Ainsi, les Moukatadjis Druses ne pourront plus commettre 
des actes vexatoires ; et sous les auspices de Sa Hautesse, le Gouvervement (de 
la province) aura soit d'assurer de plus en plus le repos et la tranquillité d’esprit 
des rayas. Duns les moukatas Maronites oi il y a des Druses établis et mélés 
avec les Chrétiens, on suivra le principe ci-dessus énonct. 
On fera gouverner Deir-el-Kamar en y établissant un Vékil de Ia part des 
Druses et un Vékil de la part des Maronites. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 46. 
Memorandum communicated by Rifaat Pasha to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(Traduction.) 

HL faut que Vadministration du Mont Liban se fasse conformément & la 
Aécision énoncée dans le mémorandum qui n été donné relativement au Mont 
Liban par son Excellence le Capoudan Pacha. 

Il a 6té déclaré que si les Maronites qui se trouvent dans les villages 
mixtes ne sont pas satisfaits de ces arrangemens on leur permettra d’émigrer et 
de ge ranporter quel str part ans ls ites del province. Maia dupe 
ia Sublime Porte, Fémigration est une chose incommode, et In maniére de les 
gouverner et de les protéger, d’apris les arrangemens faits des deux cbtés, est 
préférable. — Supposé cependant que parmi eux il s’en trouve qui croyent devoir 
‘migrer pour leur tranquillité et qui demandent eux-mémes a se transporter 
quelgu’autre part dans la province, on n'y mettra pas obstacle. 

‘Quoiqu’ll en soit, si la protection des sujets est une chose qu'on a A caeur, 
le maintien du bon ordre et dela tranquilité du pays est aussi tne chose tres 
importante. 

La Sublime Porte fera des concessions, elle fera preave de générosité dans 
Vaffaire des indemnités, affaire qui a donné lieu & tant de discussions. Si en 

ésence d'une si grande faveur, les Maronites, ne se conformant ni & V'exécution 

le Ia décision prise, ni A ce qui regarde I'émigration, oseront susciter des mur- 

mures et faire des intrigues, dans ce cas la Sublime Porte sera obligée, en s'at- 

tachant A ce que prescrivent les principes des chitimens inhérens A I'Etat, & 

ge les mesures nécessaires pour rétablir la tranquillité en faisant exécuter 
arrangemens déja établis, 

West clair que les Agens étrangers sur les liewx doivent cesser de faire 
naftre des difficultés et encourager les exprits, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 46. 


Decision of the Porte-—October 1, 1844. 
(Traduction. 


Indemnités, 


TL été décidé par le passé qu'il serait donné pour indemnités pour les pro- 
priétés pillées, en forded mel ‘argent, une affaire de 13,000 Beer A 
présent on a décidé 3000 et tant de bourses seront recouvrées des Druses et 
données aux Maronites, et que le reste sera payé parla Sublime Porte. Mais 
‘quand on dit le reste Ia quantité de 10,000 bourses n'est pas elairement spécifice: 
et on dit qu’ll sera possible d'arranger cela au moyen de quelque diminution. 
Quoiqu’il en soit, il est de fait que la Sublime Porte montrera de la générosité 
sur ce chapitre, ef fera des faveurs, loin de faire des refus. Il y aseulement ceci 
‘dire, savoir: qu’en méme temps que, d'apr’s les résolutions précédentes, une 
partie de agent dot tre eacompré ds arrérages du tbat du Mont Lian, et 

reste payé des autres recouvremens des revenus de Ia province, il serait 
déraisonnable de payer Vargent dont il sagit tout & Ia fois avant que le point 
Vital de Vadministration ait été consolidé, et que tout murmure a cet ézard ait 
cessé. C'est naturellement lorsque la question de Vadministration aura 
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‘Gtablie, que I't at & termes; et it 
opittat ‘voild dans quel sens on a écrit sur 


Démareation. 


La possibilité et In nécessité de 1a démarcation et la manidre de !’établir sont 
des choses qu'on ne peut savoirque la bas. C'est pourquoi on a écrit en Syrie 
que si ln démarcation est possible et nécessaire, on fasse A cet égard ce qui est 
écesaire, 


Emigration. 


Deus Vékils & Deir-el-Kamar. 


(On installera a Deir-cl-Kamar de Ia part des Kaimacams Druse et Maronite 
deus Vabia& tre is par ex abana Cee Veule igéreront les affaires des 
deux nations, et dans les afaires importantes et d'un haut intérét ils auront 
fecours i l'autorité provinciale. VoilA co quia dga été arrété aprés quelques 
communications de part et d’autre; et les avis regus des liewx mémes font voir 
que cette mesure doit étre exécutée ainsi. 


Troupes. 


Naturellement on Iaissera dans les environs de la Montagne le nombre de 
troupes nécessaire, et Y'on enverra graduellement le 
pes ce : graduellement le surplus dans les autres 


Assistance auz Kaimacams, 


C'est un devoir pour I'Etat de faire en sorte que Vantorité aide av: - 
cams dans la Montaghe A mainte Ia tranguilite du pays, Les eters oat 
des instructions qui portent ques ne doivent employer I fonee qu dans Ye cas 
dune rébellion ouverte dans In Montagne, Mais en cas d'une rébellion ouverte 
et d'insubordination, les autorités sont stiffisamment autorisées  infliger les 
chitimens nécessaires. Malgré cela on va leur donner des ordres plus forts 
eGaa tcc a Aa qu ves 

na fixé il y a déjh quelque temps les appointemens annuels des Kaimna- 
cams, ¥ compris ls frais your lears employi et poor les hommes de poles qui 
seront a leur service,—appointemens 4 prélever sur le teibut de Saas: 
et il a &é décidé qu'un bataillon sera de dans un endroit aux 
environs de Deir-el-Kamar, Naturellement les homimes de police sernt 
employés dans les affaires de peu d'importance. Si, Diew garde, les désorires 
d'une nature plus séricuse survenaient, alors ce serait le devoir de Vautorité et de 
Ja force locale de faire ce qui serait nécessaire. Cela étant, il a été jugé inutile 
de mettre des troupes & la disposition dea Kaimacams. Si, indépendamment 
des hommes de police, l'emploi de troupes devenait nécessaire, ce serait & Pauto- 
fité A savoir ce quil y aurait a faire. 
Ul est en effet du devoir d'un Gouvernement de chitier les hommes qui 
*opposent ouvertement & l'autorité; c'est li une rigle de police observée dans 

26 








tous les pays. Aussi les offciers de la Sublime Porte ont-ils des instructions 
ii leur enjoignent de corriger et de punir ceux qui commettraient des actes 
‘Bliieux et yt se trouversient en état de rébellion ouverte. On va leur donner 
fette fois-ci encore les ordres nécessaires la-dessus. 


Les oppointemens des Kaimacams. 


Les appointemens qui avaient été assienés aux Kaimacams ayant para étre 
plus forts qv ne fallit‘on en a ports Ie chiffre plus bas; mais plus tard on les 
P relablis tels quills étaient auparavant. Ils sont suffisans et on ne voit pas 
qu'il soit nécessaire de leur donner rien de plus. 


Nomination d’un Cadi. 


ination d'un Cadi pour des affaires roulant sur des réclamations est 
CE erica Auer en avait-on fait demande, en conséquence de 
Inquelle ct apris la résolution. quien a été prise, on a éerit dans le temps en 
Syrie, Les mémes ordres vont tre renouvelés. 


ee 
Tnclosure 5 in No. 46. 
Memorandum for Rifaat Pasha. 


yw communicated by the Porte, are 10 

feral the engagements into which the 

leputies from the Mountain. I find 

‘of the points previously recom- 

mended appear t ed or not sufficiently declared. 
‘This is much to in which clearness of instruc. 
shan proofs of humanity and 


munificence, 

posed to remedy what 

expectation with which 
iat 


i et ee Ariat te Pains 
seal be ded fo pro Py ct ay mht red 
The Cone ear ine pecuniary facies might be assigned forthe 
ct es a ee a me 
pendent ofthe Kaimacams, and have liberty to appeal tothe Pasha in ease of 
See ene Wate sed Sentcal and. gradual retirement of the 


Pa i i which 
thes just received from Beyrout, by it 
in ta gi aoe eet tse practoed in favour of the Shehabs, and 
teatthe Turkish authorities do not fel themselvesat liberty to repress certain sets 
Uf violence and insubordination which have Iately taken place, it is absolutely 
frecessary that the Porte should immediately issue clear instructions 


tro} 
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manner as those who served under Omer Pasha have been lately paid. 4. To 
assist the wants of the two Kaimacams. 5, To send Halil Pasha a 
suificient supply of money; and 6. To authorize the appointment of Kadi for 
the Druses. 


Tearnestly recommend that these several points should be immediately 
provided for, and the promise at least seat down with the instructions now pre 
paring. 





No. 47. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received November 5.) 


(No. 218.) 


My Lord, Buyukdery, October 8, 1844, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s more com- 
jete information, some additional correspondence which I have addressed to 
onel Rose since the date of my last despatch on the subject of Mount 

Lebanon. 

[ trust that your Lordship will approve my having availed myself of the 
opening afforded by the French Ambassador, to bring the Five. Representatives 
‘once more together upon the same ground respecting the affairs of Syria. 

‘The very irny degree of success which hus attended our joint repre- 

to be paid 


but too manifestly from my last despatch to Colonel Ros 

It is to be hoped that the Captain Pasha will be induced to make up for 
what is wanting in the intentions of the Porte, as any disappointment or appear- 
ance of deception on the part of the Turkish authorities eannot but render the 
pacification of the Mountain more difficult and precarious. The worst of all is 
that the resources of the public treasury in Syria ure such I fear as to impede 
the execution even of the fairest intentions. 

T have, &., 
(Bigned) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 


Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 
(No. 19.) 
Si, Buyukdery, October 5, 1844, 
THE Turkish steamer having been detained till to-day, T at enabled to 
inform you that I have availed myself of a suitable disposition manifested by the 
French Ambassador, to obtain a joint application of the Five Representatives to 
ze the Porte to specify in iis instructions to Halil Pasba the exact amount 
of 10,000 purses as that portion of the indemnity which the Turkish Govern- 
sent has generously taken upon tel and also actually to pay the ft instal 
‘ment, if practicable, without further delay, as the best possible means of securing 
the good will of the Maronites, and promoting the permanent tranquillity of the 
Mountain. 
It is out of my power to ascertain the success of our application before the 
dep Siero a4 all events trast that the fact ofits having 
made on ¢ Powers who were fies to the arrangement of 
Ted2, will hve ts due ect both here and in'Syri 


Lam, &., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 








Inclosure 2 in No 47. 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 


Sir, Buyuldery, October 7, 1844. 

T AVAIL myself of the Austrian steamer to inform you that the joint 
application of the Five Representatives, as described in my preceding number, 
has not produced that complete effect which I rather desired than 
What we have gained is a reference to Halil Pasha, and an assurance that the 
Porte wil Excellency’ decision, and, should he so decide, wil x the 
share of the it ity to be paid on her part to the Maronites at 10,000 purses. 
‘The reason given in excuse of this very imperfect reply is the want of precision 
in Halil Pasha’s report, which Omer Effendi, called upon for an explanation, has 
attempted to account for by stating that the Captain Pasha hoped to obtain 
some diminution of the entire sum by a deduction of the arrears of tribute, and 
in consideration of its being no longer intended to require the restitution of any 
plundered articles. 

With respect to the immediate payment of an instalment, it has been found 
impracticable to obtain any positive promise, oF more than vague intimations to 

at effect. < 

I cherish, nevertheless, a hope that the Porte bas been made sensible of its 
interest in this respect, and that you will not find it impossible to make up for 
the obscure expressions of the Porte by the exercise of your mare immediate 
influence over the Captain Pasha, 

am, &e. 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


No. 48, 


‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 171,) 
ir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1844. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 218 of the Sth October, I have to 
state to your Excellency, that Her Majesty's Government, as indeed as you will 
have already inferred from despatch No. 167 of the 19th ultimo, entirely approve 
of your having taken advantage of the eatleat opportunity to re-anite the Repre- 
sentatives of the Five Powers in their communications with the Porte respecting 


No. 49. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Bart of Aberdeen.— Received December 24.) 


(No. 270) 
(Extract,) Buyukiery, November 30, 1844. 

THE French Chargé d’Affaires having called here yesterday took occasion 
to read me portions of two instructions received from M. Guizot, by the last 
French steam-packet, one of them relating to the affairs of Syria. 

‘With respect to Syria or rather to Mount Lebanon, the language of M. 
Guizot corresponded entirely with the views of Her Majesty's Government, 
and profened sincere fatention of erry ito fc, ifinpneteable the 

ent of 1842. 

. de Butenval after reading the in question, stated that he was 
not directed to make any communication of them to me, but that he had done 
so of his own accord in order to manifest his desire of maintaining the most 
cordial intercourse with Her Majesty's Embassy. 
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‘Your Lordship has ampler means than any at my disposal, for judging what 
reliance may be placed on these agreeable appearances. Till better advised, Tam 
willing to hope that recent events have so far strengthened the hands of the 
French Government, as to enable them to realise their moderate professions and 

iffe assurances more completely than heretofore, and that for a time at least, 

ywever brief, we may be tolerably free from those disturbing pretensions which 
in Syria, in Greece, and in other parts of the Levant, have occasioned so much 
surprise and concern during the last eighteen months, 


No, 50. 
Sir Stratford Canniug to the Earl of Aberdeen—{Received January 3, 1845,) 


(No. 279) 
‘My Lord, Buyukdery, December 17, 1844. 

HER Majesty's Consul in Syria being in direct correspondence with your 
Lordship’s office, { purposely avoid the useless and ungrateful task of repeating 
the statements which I receive from him. Ihave no doubt that the same unwea- 
ried activity of which I receive such complete proofs, continues to provide your 
Lordship with a full and minute relation of every important occurrence within 
the precincts of Mount Lebanon. ‘The copious reports which I have myself 
successively received from Colonel Rose within the last two months, are far 
from exhibiting such results as the previous announcement that the affairs of 
the Mountain had been happily brought to a settlement, encouraged me to 
expect, Every succeeding packet has thrown a darker shade of doubt upon the 
prospect ; and the last advices bearing date the 6th instant, announce in contra- 
diction to the preceding ones, that the Pashas at Beyrout, instead of proceeding. 
to enforce the adopted measures, had referred to Constantinople for fresh instruc- 
tions. 

‘My conduct respecting these matters has been adapted to the circumstances 
described in each set of Colonel Rose's despatches, and in explanation of its 

eneral tenour I take the liberty of referring your Lordship to the copy inclosed 
jerewith of my last official communication to that officer. 

‘Your Lordship will observe that it announces the intention on my part of 
proposing a conference to my colleagues, with a view to repeating in concert the 
fame representations which I had before urged singly upon the Ministers of the 
Porte. 

‘That conference took place on the 13th instant, and after some discussion, 
during which it appeared that the reports of the several Consuls at Beyrout 
‘agreed in their principal features, and that the Internuncio was scarcely more 
disposed than before to take any common step in support of our views, while 
the French Chargé d' Affaires, though more ready to join in a common represen 
tation to the Porte, had points of reserve which it was expedient to respect, 
T succeeded in obtaining the general assent to a measure which, though it was 
rot in strict accordance with my own ideas, I thought might sullice to produce 
an effective impression at the Porte, ‘The substance of our agreement was that 
the Porte should be advised to perform without delay the promises given to the 
inhabitants of Mount Lebanon, more particularly the payment of the indemni- 
ties and arrears of salary due to the Mookatadjis and other civil functionaries of 
the Mountain, and also to employ forthwith such means of enforcing its autho- 
rity as should with firmness and officie tain the peace of the country 
‘and repress any culpable attempt at insubordination. The form which we agreed 
to adopt was that of an identical instruction addressed to the respective inter- 
preters for communication in the usoal manner to the Ottoman Secretary of 
State. The Austrian and Russian Envoys obligingly undertook to draw up the 
intended paper, and Ileft them in the full persuasion that the communication 
‘agreed upon would be sent in to the Porte without delay. 

Circumstances of which I must defer the explanation, have since occurred 
to suspend the execution of our agreement, and the arrival of farther despatches 
from Syria not only to me but fo te Porte and I presume leo to my colleagues, 
may well raise a doubt as to the expediency of persisting in the adopted course. 
Weare now informed that in addition to the refi of the Christians of the 
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mixed districts to accept, save under coercion, the measures prescribed to them 
by the Porte, the Pashas have renounced their intention of enforcing those mea- 
sures; while, on one side, the appearances of unfair play, and consequently the 
evidences of an untried experiment are again pointed out by Colonel Rose, and, 
‘on the other, a conviction is still entertained. by that zealous servant of the pub- 
lic that the announced measures might still be carried into effect without blood 
shed or prejudice to the real interests of the inhabitants, though it is become 
doubtfal under present circumstances whether a compromise between the con- 
flicting views of this case might not be effected with advantage to all parties, 

Tam anxious, my Lord, to afford you the earliest information of this new 
state of the Syrian question as operating here, and to express the deep import. 
ance which I attach to an early solution of it; but the pressure of other ci 
cumstances and a positive want of time before the departure of the messenger 
compel me to abstain from going more deeply into the subject at this moment. 

Tam informed by Chekib Effendi that a council is to be held at the Porte 
to-morrow on the contents of the Captain Pasha's despatches, and that the 
result of its deliberation will eventually form the object of a distinct communi 
cation to the Five Representatives, 

The previous conduct of the Porte while waiting or pretending to wait for 
despatches from Syria, and its concealment of the instructions transmitted to 
Halil Pasha in the course of last month, tend greatly to confirm the suspicions 
entertained with ao much reason by Colonel Kose. ‘The desire of subettuting 
the Sultan's immediate anthority in Mount Lebanon on a more extensive scale, 
and the fear of offending France and Austria, do really appear to have been 
among the more prominent causes to which the present most unsatisfactory and 
hazardous state of firs in Syria isto be traced. 

T have, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inelosure in No. 50, 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 


Sir, Buyukdery, December 8, 1844. 

THOUGH I have nothing of importance to convey to you, I will not 
allow the Austrian steamer to depart for Syria without availing myself of the 
opportunity to acknowledge the numerous despatches which I have received 
from you in the course of the last and present months. The numbers which 
have successively reached since I wrote to you on the 24th of October, extend 
from 57 to 69, both inclusive, and they are accompanied with various reports 
to the Earl of Aberdeen, 

From the earlier parts of this correspondence I collected that Halil Pasha 
and the Pasha of Sidon continued to be in communication with the deputies 
from the mixed districts, and were waiting to know whether the inbabstants 
‘would confirm the disposition expressed by their representatives to accept the 
measures announced to them by the ‘Turkish authorities. 1 also understood 
from your remarks that the Pashas did not appear to be sufficiently active in 
commencing the execution of such of the said measures as depended upon 
themselves or upon the Porte, and particularly the payment of the indemnities 
and of the arrears of appointment due to the Mookatadjis and other official fune- 
tionaries of the Mountain, and that it was desirable that they and their Govern. 
ment should bemade sensible of the danger ineurred by persisting in so weak 
and doubtful a course of conduct. In adding, with respect to the above-men- 
tioned districts, that, notwithstanding some partial exceptions, appearances had 
become less favourable to the prospect of acceptance and tranquillity, that, on 
the other hand, you had found less reason to suspect the sincerity of your 
French and Austrian colleagues, but that a further reinforcement of troops as a 
measure of precaution, more determination in the employment of them as a 
measure of lawful authority, and some assistance for emigration as a measure of 
benevolence, were at the same time most desirable, not to say necessary, I believe 
that [ omit no point of real importance presented to my notice by such of your 
despatches as came to my hands in the course of last month. 
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I have now to inform you that all these points have been repeatedly 
pressed upon the consideration of the Turkish Government both verbally and 
1m writing, and also more than once personally by myself. I have no reason to 
iallope at they were tors palsy entertained wade the ‘existing circum 
stances than whien on previous occasions they had been recommended with all 

oper earnestness and a certain appearance of success by Her Majest 

bassy to the acceptance of the Sultan and bis Council. "The only official 
reply, however, which I could obtain, was that despatches were expected from 
Halil Pasha, and that no further decision could he taken until they arrived. 
‘The difficulty of dealing with this evasive and procrastinating answer was to a 
certain degree increased by the recent changes which had taken place in the 
Council, and particularly in the department of Foreign A@airs, 

"The leat Your numbers of your despatches to fve, which were eesived a 
the night of the Sth instant, exhibit a declining prospect of voluntary settlement, 
an increased appreliension of disorder that might still however be prevented, 
continued remissness and recent vacillation in the conduct of the Pashas, with 
strong symptoms of bad faith and a bye-purpose, and also unfortunately with 
recurring indications, as you conceive, of insincerity with respect to the arrange 
ment of 1842 on the part of the French and even of the Austrian Consul. If 
it be consoling on the one side to find that no overt acts of resistance to the 
Sultan's authority in these matters bad yet taken place, the declaration on the 
other of a large proportion of the inhabitants of the mixed districts that they 
‘would not accept the proffered terms, and the Pasha's declaration, equally dix- 
tinet, that the Porte would make no sacrifice to facilitate emigration, may well 
Prepare us for the worst. 

T cannot be surprised under such circumstances that you solicit my atten- 
tion to the urgent importance of obtaining further military reinforcements with- 
out delay under the command of an officer of tried reputation, not only for the 
maintenance of the Sultan's authority in Mount Lebanon, and for the execution 
of the adopted arrangement, but also for the prevention of mischief and confu- 
sion throughout the province of Syria, 

‘This state of things, though by no means desperate, is the very reverse of 
cheering; and I am deeply alive to the importance, while repeating my general 
admonitions as to Syria, of calling upon the Porte in decided terms to redeem 
the pledges which she has given, and to complete the measures partially adopted 
or formally announced for the final pacification of Mount Lebation agreeably to 
her engagements with the Five intervening Powers. am moreover of opinion 
that although such of my colleagues with whom 1 have heretofore communi- 
cated on this subject, including the French Representative, have no doubt 
latterly advised the Porte in the same sense as I have, it is now essential to 
obtain their full concurrence to a joint impressive recommendation of the ques- 
tions at issue, as matters which no longer brook delay, hesitation, or uncer- 
tainty. 

"Ste arly Separtore ofthe seam pucket,if'not' prevented iy 'the extreme 
badness of the weather, renders it unfortunately impossible for me to combine 
the necessary operations, and still more so to obtain a result which can be com 
Imunicated to you, save by express, for many days to come. 

Tt would be patel to hope that as the Pashas had finally determined to 
proceed with the execution of the adopted measures, the Porte would be the 
first to recognise without further instigation that she cannot be too prompt in 
giving them the necessary authority, and placing at their disposal whatever 
means may still be wanting for the accomplishment of a purpose professed to be 
entertained by all parties, "It is not altogether impossible that instructions cor 
responding with this idea may be transmitted to Beyrout by the present ocea- 
sion; but I have no authority to warrant such an expectation, and for the 
moment I must look principally to the effect of your continued exertions, 
which may derive some aid from a season repressive of enterprise, and unin 
vourable to rebellious operations, especially in & mountainous country. 

I cannot conclude even this provisional despatch without congratulating 
you upon the reestablishment, thouzh late, of a garrison of the Sultan's troops 
at Jerusalem, and the confidence which its presence bad already restored to the 
Christian inhabitants of that city. My satisfaction would lave been more 
complete if the troops at their entrance there and on their : from Jafla, 
had been spared the humiliation of associating with Abougosh and his followers, 








and receiving a kind of escort from one who according to the common voice 
deserves no notice from his Sovereign but that of the executioner. 

Strange as it may appear, it cost me no small trouble, not only with Rifaat 
Pasha but with the chief Seraskier, to obtain that limited supply of trooy 
which enabled the Pashas at Beyrout to follow your advice of sending a det 
ment to Jerusalem. 

Tn Albania, at Scutari, along the frontier of Greece, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Moussul and Diarbekir, the Porte would incar a manifest hazard by 
reducing the military stations ; and although the Seraskier still seems to aim at 
raising an army beyond the fiscal resources of the State, you know with what 
difficulty new regiments are formed, and what distances ‘must be traversed in 
this vast empire to make the existing forces adequate to every demand. These 
circumstances alone present serious considerations whenever there is question of 
‘enforcing the most advisable measures in this country ; and deeply as I feel with 
you the necessity of maintaining the Sultan's authority in the enforcement of 
those adopted for the administration of Mount Lebanon, I never can agree that 
it would have been right for us to sanction the principle of introducing the new 

an by acts of military rigour. It is quite a different thing to impose respect 
Fy the presence of an overpowering force, and to employ that force for 
the punishment of crime and the maintenance of public tranquillity when com- 
mised by overt acts of rebellion or disorderly resistance to measures appointed 
Ey lawful authority. A less considerate system may be employed more freely 
by the Porte in other parts of Syria where the inhabitants have not been taught 
torely upon Christian interference ; and considering the exigency of the case 1 
was careful, when consulted by Rifaat Pasha in the suminer, to leave no doubt 
4% to my admission of this important diference 
am, 
(Signed) RATFORD CANNING. 


No. 51. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Barl of Aberdeen. {Received February 28.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 4, 1845. 
APPREHENDING that the state of affurs in Mount Lebanon, a8 reported 
some months ago by Colonel Rose, may have given your Lordship some anxiety 
to know the decision adopted ere wth a view to thee settlement, 1 rere that 
is not yet in my power to announce any definitive result. The one remaining, 
tae rete unde consideration sn Tes dificult than important and deliate 
Telates to the administration of the mixed districts, and the future tranquillity 
of the Mountain would seem to depend on its solution. The two accompanying 
pers addrested in succession by Chekib Etfendi to the Representatives of the 
Five Powers, will put your Lordship in possession of the Porte’s proposal. The 
second memorandum originated in a step taken by me and my colleagues after 
the receipt of the first. We requested the Porte to favour us with some further 
explanation of its own views, and we hoped to attain thereby a position of less 
uncertainty and embarrassment, . : 
Unfortunately the Porte bas an object of its own to accomplish, and the 
‘same conflicting opinions which have done so much mischief in Syria, are not 
inactive here. 
{Maaiihs discussions, provoked by the Porte's application for our adviee, are still 
pending, it would be a waste of your Lordship’s time if T were to do more than 
Frention their existeuce at the present moment. It will be a source of just satis- 
faction if we are able to unite in a joint opinion, without departing from those 
principles which the British Government at least has hitherto kept steadily in 
Vow. | But the difficulties are greater than I like to contemplate, and the greatest 
Of all arises from the Porte’s insincerity and eagerness to lay'a foundation for 
the establishment of her authonty in due season aver the whole of Mount 
iL hope to have it in my power to bring the question together with its result, 
in so ts dicusion is coucerned, more completely under your Lordship's coo: 
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sideration in a few days. Itis gratifying meanwhile to learn from Colonel Rose's 
‘more recent accounts, that there is no reason to apprehend any serious outbreak 
in the Mountain at the present juncture, 
Thave, Sc.» 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


im Tnclosure 1 in No. 51. 


Memorandum addressed by Chekib Effendi to the Representatives of the Five 
Powers, January 3, 1845, 


y 


(Traduction) 

LA question du Mont Liban, et I'on n'a pas besoin de le dire A votre Exec!- 
Jence non plus qu’a ses collégues les Représentans des Grandes Paissances, n'a 
pu avoir jusqu’ici une bonne solution. L établissement et Ia mise en pratique de 
Vadministration et des autres dispositions locales trainent en longueur, et sont 
dans un état de perplexité. 

La Sublime Porte a, on ne peut plus, & cour de voir par une he 
solution de cette question, l'administration et'les autres points qui concer 
Montagne heureusement arrangés et terminés, la tranquillité da pays parfaite- 
ment rétablie, Ia restitution des propriété des Maronites qui ont été pillées 
durant les troubles qui ont éclaté, et les indemnités effectuées. Crest pourquoi 
elle a expédié ily a quelque temps son Excellence le Capoudan Pacha sur lex 
Cdtes del Byrie,ave plein pouvoir et mani isstructons beafes ar I justice 
et Péquité. 

nme son Excellence a fait voir dans un rapport que les Druses n’auront 

les moyens de payer entitrement les propriétés, la Sublime Porte, afin de 

faciliter et d'arranger Vaffaire de V'administration, par compassion pour les deux 

parties, et uniquement par un effet de sa clémence et de sa générosité, a daigné 
romettre aussi de payer 10,000 bourses. 

Les Maronites de quelques villages mixtes qui doivent rester sous le gous 
vernement du Kaimacam Drase ont Vintention d’émigrer pour lear propre 
sireté; o¢ qui est sujet A une grande gene. Attendu toutelois que In Mon- 
tagne ainsi que la province entitre de Suida font partic des Etats de Su Hautesse, 
si parmi les Maronites il y en a qui veuillent ubsolument émigrer, on ne s'y 
‘opposera point. 

‘On avait éorit en Syrie de mettre & exécution telles inesures et tele moyens 
‘que les circonstances locales exigent pour fonder et établir le Gouvernement, et 
pour exécuter les autres points, et de mander, en cas qu'on ne * conformernit 
pas, d'amples informations sur le systdme & suivre et les mesures 3 adopter. 

Les dépiches qui viennent darriver disent “que lor Maronites des 
igs ats no relent enone manides no pase tovs Ie gouvernement 
des Druses, et quils iront s'établir dans d’autres villages parmi leurs natiouaux, 
A condition que la Sublime Porte leur paye d’avance Ia moitié de Ja valeur de 
leur biens-fonds, et l'autre moitié intégralement apr’s leur établissement 
aillears ; qu'il sera impossible de les faire émigrer de cette manitre Ia; et que 
cela étant il est Ala fin devenu nécessaire d’employer la contrainte contre eux; 
Iesre qui lear sige." Or, comme Ia réitance& rangement fit 
cet ézard est incompatible avec leurs devoirs en leur qualité de sujets, on ee voit 
obligé de procéder A Vexécution (foreée) de arrangement. Mais Ia Sublime 
Porte n'approuve pas trop Teffusion du sang, et elle désire par conséjucnt 
trouver quelque autre reméde, quelque autre moyen de faire accepter 
Maronites et de mettre Varrangement  exécution sins qu’d la fin on ait a feur 
faire du mal: or, en cas méme qu’on y parviendrait, si les Druses ne consen- 
{aient pas A cet arrangement, il faudrait alors tourner contre eux la force qu’an a 
le projet d'employer contre Tes Maronites ; et laffaire finirait toujours par exiger 
Vempioi de la force. S'l faut employer la force, faut-il Ie faire seulement dans 
Jes endroits qu’on appelle villazes mixtes, ou généralement partout® Ou bien, 
suflit-i de faire des démonstrations mevagantes? Voit ce qu'on n'a pas pu bien 
comprendre par les rapports qui ont été faits. De T'autre obté, I'émigration 
telle que les Maronites leotendent, est évidemment une ebose génante pour la 
Sublime Porte. . 
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Quelque grands qu’ayent été jusqu‘ici les efforts du Gouvernement Ottoman 
a effet de se procurer des renseignemens locaux exacts, les connaissances 
locales qu'il a obtenues ne sont pas telles qu’elles puissent suffire & résoudre et 
aplanir les_difficultés qui se troavent dans Vexécution des arrangemens qui ont 
été transmis. 

‘Tout en vous annongant intention de In Sublime Porte de faire continuer 
pour peu de tems encore Vadministration actuelle du Mont Liban jusqu’a 
€e qu'elle sit recueilli les informations et les connaissances locales les plus 
parfuites afin qu'elle soit plus &méme de considérer Vaffaire sur toutes ses 
faces, j'ai l'honneur de vous faire savoir que j’si été chargé de vous demander 
votre maniére de voir personnelle et amicale et vos opinions franches et sincéres 
dans cette question. 

Le 24 Zithedjé, 1260, 


) Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 


Memorandum addressed by Chekib Effendi to the Representatives of the Five 
Power, January 30, 1845. 


VOUS sayez que sur les dépéches revues il y a peu de tems de la part des 
autorités Ottomanes en Syrie relativement & Vetat actuel du Mont Liban, I 
Sublime Porte vous a communiqué ses idées par un mémorandum ainsi qu'elle 
Tn fat vos collagues MM. les Representane des autres Grandes Puissances; 
et qu’elle yous a demandé yotre opinion et votre fagon de penser sur cette 
question. 

Vous aves pris le mémorandum en considération, et vous aver demandé & 
a Sublime Porte les éclaircissemens qu'il lui serait possible de donner sur les 
mesures qu'elle croyait propres &faviliter et hiter la solution des difficultés de la 

ueation. 
ya Sublime Porte sintresse vivement & 'ésblseement de administration 
locale du Mont Liban; mais d’an autre oOté aussi, In plus grande partie des 
Ihnbitans de 1a Montagne consiste en deux nations, savoir, Maronites et Druses ; 
les ans ot les autres sujets de I'Empire Ottoman. 

La Sublime Porte a le pouvoir et il est possible de mettre complétement & 
exécution, en employant la foree, les arrangemer uuniquement pour rétablic 
Ja tranquillité dans le Mont Liban, ont éte concertés par le passé ensemble. 
Mais dapris ce que nous avons appris jusqu’d présent, il n'y a que ceci: est 
que les Maronites refusent de reconnaitre les Moukatadjis Druses dans les 
villages mixtes. Et comme il faudra employer la force pour les obliger A les 
reconnaltre bon gré mal gré, que d'aprés la Sublime Porte on n'a pas pu 
obtenir des renseignemens locaux suffisans sur la manitre d'employer la force, ni 
jusqu'a quel point on devrale faire, et que l'emploi de la force occasionnera l'effu- 
sion du sang, ce que la Sublime Porte ne trouve pas & propos, & moins d'une tris 
grande _névessité, la Sublime Porte n’avait pas pu fixer ses idées et donner 
les éclaircissemens qu'on ui demandait, : 

Sur ces entrefaites nous avons regu de nos autorités des avis d'aprés lesquels 
‘on voit qu'il n'y a qu'un moyen de résoudre la question, et ce moyen consiste 
dans Véabllsement d’an Vékil pour chacune des deux nations qui habiteat. les 
Villages tnixtes, pris d’entre eux, chacun dans sa propre race, pour gérer leurs 
affaires indé rent cles Moukatadjis, et ces Vékils auront dans les affaires 
qui surviendront & recourir au Mouchir de Saida. 4 

Les vocux les plusardens dela Sublime Porte consistent uniquement & faire 
sortir cette question de l'état de perplexité dans lequel elle se trouve, et A voir 
Ja tranquillité du Mont Liban bien établie comme dans les autres parties de ses 
Etats. 

Voulant done par un sentiment de clémence prouver de nouveau combien 
alle abhorre T'effusion de sang sans un juste motif, et quelle importance elle 
attache a laffermissement du repos et de Ia tranguillité de ses sujets de toute 
nation, la Sublime Porte a jugé & propos, conformément aux derniers avis qu'elle 
‘a regus, de modifier le seul point des arranzemens faits, par le passé qui regarde 
les villages dont il s’agit; c'est & dire de faire disparaitre cet état de perplexité 
qui existe par I'établissement comme il a éé dit plas haut d'un Vékil pour 
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cchacune des deux nations qui se trouvent dans ces villages; lesquels Vékils 
seront pris parmi eux, et chacun dans sa propre nation, et devront avoir recours 
dans les affaires qui surviendront au Mouchir de 

‘On nous a fait savoir qui si les Consuls en Syrie ne s'ingérent en aucune 
manire et ne font pas naitre de nouveaux incidens, cela aussi facilitera la solution 
de Vaflaire. 4 

Tnformé que vous serez de la mesure ci-dessus Enoneée, yous étes prié de 
vouloir bien exprimer de commun accord avec vos collegues des opinions con- 
formes a V'intention que la Sublime Porte s'empresse de vous communiquer, afin 
Guielle expédicsans dalai des ordres en Syri. 





No. 52. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 15.) 


(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 12, 1845, 

THE state of Mount Lebanon continues to be a subject of deep interest, if 
not of immediate anxiety and apprehension, My colleagues profess in common 
with me to have in view the arrangement of 1642, and your Lordship is aware 
that only one obstacle remains Tithe way of its execution. ‘That obstacle is the 
government of what are called the mixed districts. 

‘The French and Austrian Representatives concur in requiring the withdrawal 
of the Maronites from the jurisdiction of the Druse feudatories. ‘They differ 
however in their general view. ‘The French Chargé d’Affaires would be satistied 
wrth the proposed settlement thos modified; the Tniemuncio would only accept 
the arrangement for the sake of unanimity, condemning it as an unwise experi- 
‘ment destined to end in the restoration of the Shehabs. 


Pr Juatly a0 the course which has been purvoed roay be regretted, 1 haves kept 
steadily in view the importance of untahity in our commucications with the 
Porte, and it was with great reluctance that I receded from the hope of avoiding 
‘an appeal to the Five Cabinets. 

Its still by no means impossible that a solution of the present difficulty 
may be obtained here, and much should I be gratified by sparing your Lordship 
the inconvenience of a fresh discussion upon this subject. The matter is at 

in the hands of the Porte; in what shape and under what circumstances 
‘now proceed to relate. 

‘Your Lordship is already in possession of two papers communicated to me 
and my colleagues by Chekiby Effendi. ‘The first of them deseribed the nature of 
the ditliculty experienced in Syria, and asked for our advice, ‘The second, being 
fan answer to our request that the Porte would favour us with clearer view of 
its own ideas, suggested a distinct mode of arrangement and invited our assent 
toit. 

‘This plan, which probably originated elsewhere than at the Porte, was brought 
under the deliberation of the Five Representatives. at two successive meeti 
the one terminating in an agreement tbat each should draw up a reply to Chekib 





Effendi ; the second intended to afford an opportunity of comparing and assimila- 

ting the several replies, but leading to the relinquishment of this idea, and the 

adoption in its place of the accompanying memorandum signed and sent in to 
the Ottoman Minister separately by each Representative. 

Jt was nt til fer we bad read our respective replies, and felt the difeulty 

them into harmony with each other, that our attention was called to 

ication which became the more immediate cause of our ultimate 


publication to which I allude, is an article in the “Journal de Con= 
xtantnople" French newspaper in Turkish pay. I have the honour toinclose 
it herewith: 

Although it was agreed that the separate replies which we had read over in 
common should be cancelled with respect to the Porte, I transmit a copy of 
mine to your Lordship, conceiving that T cannot convey a clearer idea of my 
impressions whether as to the part which the Turkish authorities bave taken in 
producing the present embarrassment, or as to the merits of the expedient 
nounced in 20 extraordinary a manner bythe Port. = 

¢ replies prepared respectively by my colleagues, I know notl 
beyond the faint reeolection whick I retain from a single reading. It appeared 
to me that in general those of the French and Austrian Ministers corresponded 
with what I have stated before, exhibiting no marked difference except that the 
former, while admitting certain limitations of the Porte's proposal, was ready to 
accept the whole, and that the latter insisted upon similar limitations as neces- 
sary conditions of his acceptance. 1 observed also that M. de Butenval pro- 
the substitution of an appeal to the respective Kaimacams, and that the 
Internuncio opposed the suzxestion which was rather abruptly withdrawn, though 
offering perhaps fewer grounds of objection than an appeal to the Pasha of Sidon. 
¢ Russian and Prussian Envoys pursued nearly a similar course, of which 

the leading principle was acceptance under certain reserves and limitations. 

‘These several shades of difference ultimately merged in the joint declaration 
already submitted to your Lorship's notice, and I should not omit thet among 


te considerations which brought me and mi ellegues to a common opinion as 


to the necesity of refering home, and of objecting in the meantime to the 
‘urkish arrangement in its present shape, without protests sly against 
the Port's proceeding to carry It ino eft on her own rexjenatiliy’ we the 
ible contradiction subsisting between the apparent meaning of Chekib 
endi’s second communication and the explanation of its real purport as I 
recived tom bis Esxclleney through M. Pa a 
ve accompanying extract of M. Pisani’s report, preceded by the questions 
which I had dicted him to put to Chekib Effendi, tay serve to place this part 
of the transaction in « clearer light. 

1 will not stop to comment upon the extreme inconvenience and embarrass- 
ment oceationed by the want of consistency and fair dealing which too often 
characterizes the conduct of the Turkish Ministers in their transactions with the 
Christian Powers. I hope that the sense of it, which I have joined with my 
colleagues in testifying on this occasion, will not ‘be unproductive of good, and 
that farther explanations offered in. etter spirit may yet lead tothe adoption 
of some definitive plan to which T may be able to give.a consciencious assent, 
and which may be carried into effect with the joint concurrence of the Porte 
and of the Five Powers. 


T have, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Collective Note of the Representatives of the Five Powers. 


‘NOUS nous sommes réunis dans les intentions les plus bienveillantes tant 
pour la Porte que pour le Mont Liban, et, malgré les difficultés que Je sujet pré- 
Fentst,disposts, dans une juste apprécation tes seotimeas que le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Hautesse nous a témoignés, A énoncer notre avis amical sur les 
mesures proposées parle mémorandum de la Sublime Porte, lorsque nous avons 
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46 frappés par les termes dont elle se sert dans la conclusion de cette pidee, 
termes qui sembleraient dénoter une résolution prise plutdt qu'un projet soumis 
A consultation ainsi que nous I'avions préjugé d'aprés la teneur de la premiére 
pice. Cette impression s'est fortifiée par une circonstance accessoire que nous 
croyons devoir signaler a la Sublime Porte; insertion dans un journal imprimé 
a stantinople d'un article quasi-officiel, oi se trouve résumé le dispositif du 
mémorandum comme une décision du Gouvernement Ottoman : ce qui place 
les Représentans dans I'alternative embarrassante soit d'adh¢rer implicitement & 
toutes les propositions de la Porte, telles quelles; soit de se mettre vis-d-vis du 
public en contradiction avec le Gouvernement de Sa Hautesse. La premiére de 
es alternatives, qui nous serait sans doute la plus agréable, devient  malbeareu- 
sement impossible par l'absence de plus d'une clause additionnelle qui nous 
semblerait d'une stricte nécessité pour co-ordonner les mesures actuellement pro- 
es an principe d'indépendance administrative de la Montagne qui a servi de 
Tate eux dispositions précédentes. Il nove serait. nommémeot impouble dad- 
mettre Taction du Pacha de Saida dans V'étendue qui lui est assignée par le 
mémorandum, ou d’aucune maniére qui porterait préjudice au principe d’indé- 
ndance administrative susmentionné. Nous n’apercevons pas non plus dans 
edie mécoorandam une résolution ame arr et sseez.claire ear le msinticn 
de l'ensemble des privildiges locaux. 

Dans ces conjonctures ine nous reste plus qu’a informer nos Cours des 
sGolutions qui vieonent de nous étre annoneées. En attendant il appartiendra 
aux Ministres de la Sublime Porte de péser l'argence des circonstances, sans 

de vue la gravité de leurs résolutions pour le bien-'tre des peuples que la 
paternelle sollicitude de Sa Hautesse a commis & leurs soins, 

Nous eroyous cependantdevoir sir cette occasion dappeer ritérdment 
Yattention de la Sublime Porte sur les indemnités dies aux Maronites, indem- 
nités dont nous considérons le paiement comme un acte de justice indispen- 
sable pour consolider la paix de la Montagne, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 52. 
Article from the * Journal de Constantinople,” 


AINSI que nous Yavons annoneé dans notre prieédent nnd, In Subim 
Porte ayant pris en sérieuse considération les humbles representations des popu 

fons Chréticunes du Liban, et ayant A cour d'assurer Ja tranquillité et ordre 
dans ces contrées, vient de prendre une décision pense concilie tous 
les intéréts ct résoud cette grave question d’une maniére satistaisante, en donnant 
une base solide et rationelle & administration locale. En effet, au lieu de 
recourir & l'emploi de moyens coércitifs, comme elle éiait en droit de te faire, 
pour forcer les Maranites A accepter les Moukatadjis Druses dane les villages 
mixtes, et afin d’éviter Veffusion du sang qui répugne au Gouvernement 
paternel de Sa Hautesse, la Sublime Porte, mue par les sentinnens d’huwanité 
cet de justice que tout Je inonde lui connait, et dans le but de consolider la paix 
et le bon ordre parmi les habitans du Liban, comme dans Je reste de l'empire, 
en donnant une nouvelle preave de son aversion pour les moyens violens, a 
jugé A propos, sur les rapports de ses agens en Syrie, de modifier V'ancien régle 
‘ment adopté ‘de concert avec Jes Cinq Grandes Puissances de la maniere 
suivante: 

Dans les villages mixtes, c'est & dire qui sont habités en meme temps par 
des Druses et des Maronites, chacune de ces deux nations, outre les Mouka- 
tadjis, nommera un Vékil pris dans son sein pour administrer ses propres aflaires ; 
ces Vékils reléveront immédiatement de son Excellence le Mouchir de Satda, 
auguel ils devront avoir recours pour tout ce qui concernera leur ach 
alin la Sublime Porte pense @aprés Vavis de ses azens en Syrie que lappli- 
cation de cette nouvelle mesure o’éprouvera pas de difficulté, si aucune influence 
Gtrangére ne s'en méle. r 

Cette décision fait Je plus grand honneur a ta sagesse de la Sublime Porte, 
et on a licu d’espérer que le moyen qu'elle propose aux Représentans des. Cing 
Grandes Puissances Alliées pour mettre enfin un terme aux difficultés qui ont 
retardé jusquiici la solution de la question du Liban, est de nature A atteindre 
ce but en satisfaisant A toutes les Seste 
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(MM. les Représentans des Cing Grandes Puissances, appelés & donner leur 
adhésion ‘A ce projet, ont eu Mardi une conférence 2 ce sujet. Mais tout 
n’ayant pu étre réglé dans une sance, on croit qu’il va y en avoir une autre ces 
jours 

‘Aussit6t que la réponse de MM. les Ambassadeurs aura éé communiquée 
la Sublime Porte, nous publierons in extenso la traduction du mémorandum 
‘Jont nous venons de faire connaitre la substance et que des motifs de haute con- 
venance nous empichent de donner jusqu’alors. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 52. 


Project of Answer to the Memorandum of the Porte on the Afairs of Mount 
Lebanon, submitted by Sir Stratford Canning to the Representatives of 
the four other Powers, 


M. le Ministre, 

VOUS m'aver fait Vhonneur de demander mon opinion sur les affaires 
du Mont Liban, et de m’engager a l"énoncer d’une maniére franche et amicale. 
La question qui devait en former l'objet est trop grave et trop épineuse pour ne 

‘me faire sentir toute Vimportance de cette tiche. Votre Excellence a bien 
Frit de s'adresser en méme tetns & mes collegues les Représentans d’Autriche, de 
France, de Prusse, ot de Russie. Ils nvont pas hésité & prendre lear part Ia 
responsabilité commune; et & mesure que je m’éclaire de leurs sentimens j'ai 
plus d'espoir de rendre mon avis utile & la Porte. Nous partons tous du méme 
principe; nous visons tous au méme but. Le principe c'est 'arrangement de 
fannée 1842; le but c'est In tranquillité du Mont Liban. Appuyée sur le pou- 
voir aupeéme du Sultan et sur le rétablissement des anciens priviliges, cette 
tranquillité doit étre identique avee le bien-tre permanent du pays. Sia prose 
périte de la Montagne avait besoin d’an garant de plus, on pourrait le trouver 


non seulement dans la sympathie des Grandes Puissances Allices de In Turquie, 
mais encore dans les paroles pleines d’bumanité et de bienveillance que portent 
Tes dernidres communications de votre Excellence Ace sujet. J'attache d'autant 
plus de prix Ace presage d'un aver moins ombragé, qu ee ereurs di pad 


me semblent avoir Tnissé de nombreux motifs de regrets. Oui; la franchise 
amicale, Famour de la vérité, m‘inmposent le devoir de ne rien cacher dans cette 
circonstance, Je dois avouer ma conviction qu'une marche plus assurée, une 
conduite moins inconséquente de la part des nutorités locales, auraient écarté tous 
les obstacles qu’on a dd prévoir dés le principe, et n'auraiont pas ouvert In porte A 
‘une complication hérissée d’embarras ct de dangers. Rien de plus clair que le 
comin qu’elles avaient & suivee ; rien de plus str que le résultat de leurs opéra- 
tion, leaquelles prenaient pour guides Ia fermeté, la bienveillance et la 
bonne foi. Tl s’agissait de donner effet un arrangement convenu entre la Porte 
et les Puistances, L’exécution de ce plan devait nécessairement entrainer 
quelques diicus quant nvx dal. ‘Tout changement poltgue et ding & 
roisser quelques intéréts, A blesser quelques amours-propres: c'est une suite 
ingvitable de V'inperfection qui régne dans les affaires humaines. La Porte, il 
fest juste de le dire, a fait plus d'un effort et plas d'un sacrifice pour alléger le 
poids de cet inconvenient. La portion trés eonsidérable des indemnités dont 
Glle n bien youlu se charger, les garanties qu’elle a offertes A Ia population des 
districtes mixtes, la promesse qu'elle a donnée de ne plus exposer les babitans 
Au Liban a la violence d'une soldatesque indisciplinée, en fournissent les preuves 
Jes moins Cquivoques. A présent méme que les hauts fonctionnaires ch: 
APenéouter es ordres, Ala place de prendre leur parti sur les Hex, de remplir 
Jes engagemens contracté dans [intérét du peuple et de faire respecter V'autorité 
suprime dans Vintérit du Souverain, en ont référé de nouveau au Divan Impé- 
tial, la Porte fait manifester par Torgane de votre Excellence son désir de remé- 
ier jusqu'h la dernidre des plaintes énoncées par une fraction quelconque de ves 
‘aujets da Mont Liban, avant que d'ordonner en définitif les seules mesures eapa- 
bles de faire cesser nn état d'incertitade dont la prolongation mevace de com- 
promettre tous les intéréts. 

Il me serait bien pénible de ne pas rendre justice & Vesprit qui domine dans 
cette peusée, La Porte, en déclarant sa répugnance & risquer V'elfusion du 
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sang & moins que d’y étre foroée par une nécessité positive, est stire d'acquérir 
lasympathie des Puissances Chrétiennes, qui ne mangueront non plus d’ap- 
plaudir aux intentions bienveillantes réitérées par la Porte au sujet des indem- 
hités et des autres points essentiels & Paccomplissement de leurs voews. 

Ce qui exige maintenant une attention spéciale, c'est la proposition que 
votre Excellence vient de me communiquer en réponse a T'interpellation que j'ai 

honneur de lui adresser de concert avee mes collégues. Cette proposition, 
‘ai bien saisi la portée, doit mettre le complément aux mesures dont 
Yensemble n’est autre chose que I'exécution du plan arrété en 1842. Envisagée 
dans ce point de vue et ayant pour but la protection de ceux qu’on serait 
heureux de contenter par tout moyen compatible avec les principes consacrés 
et les droits d'autrui, elle mérite examen le plus impartial et le plus conscien- 
ceux. Elle méritait d’avance toute la considération attachée & ce qui émane 
dune Piseance sours et aie 

‘La proposition dont il s‘agit se compose de trois parties: Ia nomination 
d'un Vail dane chaque village des distrctes mivtes, In juridiction altibuge 
Aces Vekils, et le recours au Pacha de Sdida, Le nombre auquel on pro- 
pose de porter les Vékils, les attributions judiciaires dont ils ‘Aoivent ‘etre 
Fevétus, pour pea que la mode de nomination soit conyenable, et les pouvoirs 

1 définis, ne me semblent pas offrir de graves dificultés. Je ne vois 
rien de ce chtél qui péche, soit en fait de principe, soit en fait de droit, 
L'exécution en serait plus ou moins imparfait et le résultat plus ou moins 
douteax; mais V'incertitude da succés pourrait trouver un contrepoids dans 
Vimportance de l'objet. 

Portant la vue sur les autres élémens de Ia mesure en question, je suis 
frappé d'objections infiniment plus séricuscs. Te 

En premier liew je vois les priviléges des proprictaires f@odaux, soit Ch 
tiens, soit Druses, diminués de plus de la moitié. Ces privildges, malgré le 
jugement qu’on pourrait former de leur mérite, sont consacrés non seulement 
‘par une antique succession, mais aussi par les promesses dont plus d'une Puis- 
fance s'est rendue garante en 1840 envers les habitans de Ia Montagne, dignes 

leur loyaaté de la bienveillance reconnaissante de leur Gouvernement 
Reraitil juste de jeter dans Toubli des engagemens annoblis par de  parcils 
souvenirs?  Serait-il prudent de donner a la partie la plus guerriére de Ia 
population du Liban un motif de mécontentement, dont Virritation pourrait 
Causer de nouveaux troubles dans le pays, et peut-ttre méme une effusion de 
fang itil, que tout le monde saccorderait A avoir en borreuc 

En second lieu, je suis obligé A me demander comment on pourra con- 
cilicr le recours mu’ Pacha de Saida avec I'administration exclusive de tn 
Montagne exercée de tout tems par ses habitans. L'appel au commandant 
des forces Ottomanes & Deir-el-Kamar ne saurait servir de précédent, C'est une 
ressource temporaire que cet arrangement, comme c'est aussi la présence d'une 
force militaire au centre de la Montagne. Le recours au Pacha de Saida serait 
‘une mesure établie dont la permanence serait en contradiction avec Ia base de 
tout ce qui a été adopté de commun accord jusqu‘ici. Test vrai que Y'on pour- 
rit en diininuer les inconvéniens par des reserves et des limitations faciles & 
concevoir, mais de tels garans, tous dignes de considémution, tous nécessaires 
‘quille pourraient étre, ne remédieraient jamais au vice enraciné dans le principe, 
fhndis quills formeraient une nouvelle complication d’elte-méme peu désirable, 

‘Crest bien malgré moi que je soumets ces observations au jugement éclain’ 
de votre Excellence. 1 me serait plus agréable de ne voir dans Vidée de la 
Porte que des facilités propres & calmer les passions et mettre un terme aux 
inquidtudes du Mont Liban. Mais j'ai un devoir A remplir, La Porte par le 
canal de votre Excellence me I’a imposé elle-méme. En prenant ma conscience 
pour guide je suis sir de ne pus trahir la confiance que Ia Porte a bien voulu 
Témoigner au représentant d'une Cour amie. Si mon jugement était en erreur, 
ct je n’ose pas en garantir lexactitude, le tems ne imanquerait pas den faire 
justice, ou de meilleurs conseils apporteraient un reméde plus prompt, 

Tse peut enfin qu'un tribunal d'appel formé de plusicars Vekils réunis, 
présenterait un moyen compliqué platét que vraiment difficile de réaliser substan- 
tivement Vidée de la Porte, sans violer les principes du plan convenu ct sans 

atteinte aux droits des Moukatadjis. 

Dans tous les cas jes] avoir manifesté mon sincire désir de consulter 
les véritables intéréts de la Porte dans cette grave circonstance. 





Jeme serais exprimé avec plus d’assurance si avai : 
sur Yopnon de ma Cour ares pine 8c stele Le Gator: 
ment Ottoman est plus a portée que tout autre de savoir si Purgence des affaires 
permettait Ie délai nécessaire pour suppléer a ce défaut. Dans un sens 
fonnel, je ne pourrais qu'y voir un grand soulagement. L'estimation de 
Vavantage politique qui pourrait en résulter est platot du remsort de la Porte 
2 ‘ce que votre Excellence observe relativement aux Consals est di 
dune attention particulidre, L'intérét qu’ils doivent porter aux affaires ae 
Renter Solos pean aussitht qu'il déployerait trop d’activité. red 
te, cest dans Ia sagesse de ses agens it 
moallleare bretce chine tools lapteescs Belardes er 


Inclosure 4 in No, 52. 
Questions put by M. Pisani to Chekib Effendi, and M. Pisani’s Report. 


1. ARE there to be separate Vakeels for the Maronit i 
lige of the mixed istrict ¢ Se ee ee 
‘0 what extent are these Vakeels to exercise jurisdiction over thei 
people ; and when’ would: a ri r Sidon 
poole a recourse to the authority of the Pasha of Sidon 
"3, In what manner will the jurisdiction exercised by the Vakeels i 
wih the jursicion appertaining tothe feudal rights of ‘the oar 
in 


Réfponses de M. Pisani. 


Jai demandé & Chékib Efendi les trois explications sur le: mémorand 

relatif aa Mont Liban. Aprés avoir Iu le mémorandum, il a dit qui y aura 
eax Vékils dans chaque village mixte. Mais je vais, dtl, consulter PAmedgi 
qui conoait cette affaire mieux que ‘Amedgi consults a avoué que ce 


passage devrait étre plus clair, mais voici, dit-il, le fit. Il V6 
Maronite pour gouverner les Maronites dans: us ¥ - wade nels Gone 
ion du 


dans In partie du Mont Liban soumise & In jurii Kotnncar 
dune loyally ware us, MablcateiR Drasey et vies ices ye ee ek 
Dra Fou gouverner les Druses dans un village wixte qui se trouve dans ts 

e du Mont soumise au Kaimacam Maroni 
un Moukatn Maronite. = eee eee 

jx Vokils respectifs nuront & recourir au Mouchir de Saida di 
affaires qui surviendront; cet A dire dane ls afuires Tone nature grave qui ne 
Pourront pas arranger ‘eux-mémes. 

Lo Vékil Maronite exercera sa juridiction sur tous les Maronites de son 
village sans que le Modkatadi Drus eeree aucune jridicton aur eux, t de 
méme le Vékil Druse exercera sa juridiction sur tous les Druses de son vill 
sang que le Moukatadji Maronite exerce aucune juridiction sur eux. sc 


No. 53. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 20.) 


(No, 38.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 26, 1845, 

LAVAIL myself of the Austrian post to forward the accompanying trans- 
lation of a third ‘memorandum relating to Mount Lebanon hich T have just 
received from the Reet Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Not having yet had time to communicate respecting it either with my ‘col- 
leagues or with Chekib Effendi, I abstain for the present fr fer 
reauarks upon its merits, L corse inytinn te 

T have, &c., 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING, 


BI 


Inclosure in No. 53. 


Memorandum addressed by Chekib Effendi to the Representatives of the Five 
Powers, February 24, 1845. 


Traduction.) 

NOUS avons pris diiment connaissance du contenu des lettres que votre 
Excellence et vos collegues viennent de nous envoyer en réponse au méno- 
randum officiel quia été transmis derniérement tant A votre Excellence qu’a 
vos collégues MM. les Représentans des autres Grandes Puissances, rela~ 
tivement a la question du Mont Liban. Ainsi que T'importance actuelle 
de cette question Texige, il a été jugé nécessaire de répondre de nouveau, en 
ddonnant des éeluircissemens ultéricars sur les intentions de la Sublime Porte, 
pour en venir & un arrangement définitivement urrété; car si d’un cité la 
volonté pleine d'équité de Sa Hautesse est que Jes moyens propres \ assurer 
complétement la tranquillité du Mont Liban soient employés un moment plu- 
tht, de l'autre cété aussi c’est IA tout le but que les Grandes Puissances amics 
bienveillantes de Ia Sublime Porte se proposent. Aussi MM. les Représentans 
ontils engagé la Sublime Porte & faire connaitre quels étaient & son avis les 
moyens les plus convenables d'arranger les affaires de la Montagne et d’y 
rétablir la tranquillité, 

Comme la Sublime Porte apprise les sy tions et les conseils bienveil- 
ans qui viennent de la part de MM. les Représentans, ses Ministres ont réfléchi 
sur les moyens les plus propres a faire sortie I'administration dela Montagne de 
cet état de confusion dans lequel elle se trouve, et le plan ayant été soumis & 
Tapprobation du Sultan, il s'est trouvé étre conforme aux sentimens pleins 
d'équité de Sa Hautesse. Et comme il ne sera pas possible de trouver un autre 
moyen plus propre que celui-li A produire leffet désiré, et que pour cette riison 
il était certain que cette résolution de la Sublime Porte sera appréci¢e par les 
Grandes Puissances, on vous a informé comme on a aussi informe vos collegues 
que le susdit plan était un parti pris par la Sublime Porte. 

‘Tandis que nous étions dans Vattente que votre Excellence ainsi que vos 
colldgues donneraient & la résolution de la Sublime Porte leur assentiment plein 
ef absolu, certain embarras dang leur manidre de voir a emptché lexpression de 
Tour assentiment. Etant toutefois clair qu’en éartant quelques soupcons et 
quelques doates qui se sont élevés, on obtiendra l'adhésion désirée i Ia résolution 
et aux projets de la Sublime Porte, c'est avec bien de plaisir que nous nous 
empressons de vous rassurer li-dessus. h 

‘Nous disons done que la sphére de l'autorité du Pacha de Saida sur les 
‘Vekils qui seront établis dans les villages mixtes ne s'étendra pas au-deld de la 
faculté de juger et de décider les cas diflciles dans les différends qui survien- 
draient entre les deux nations, et qui ne pourront pas etre ay lo Pacha 
Gtant celui i qui on devra recourir en ces occasions ; on autorité est bornée; 
tlle ne devra pas s'ingérer, excepté dans les cas ci-dessus, dans ladministration 
‘qui est particuliére a eux.” La Sublime Porte n'a absohiment aucune volonté, 
ducune intention de supprimer les Moukatadjis, ni de ne pas mainteuir les pri- 
vildges locaux que les habitans de la Montagne ont derniérement obteous de Sa 
Hautesse, Il est positif que la Sublime Porte mettra toute sa sollicitude & 
prendre des mesures pour qu’aussitdt aprés que la question de V'administration 
Tora été arrangée d'une maniére complete, les indemnités qui sont dies aux 
Maronites leur soient payées un moment plutdt et de la maniere qui a été fixe, 

‘Les véritables et excellentes intentions de la Sublime Porte une fois connues, 
iln'y aura plas de neeud, de difficulté dans les opinions, il n'y aura plus d'ob- 
stacle capable de faire difiérer la mise 4 exécution des résolutions que le Gou- 
yernement de Sa Hautesse a prises pour que la tranquillité de la Montagne 
toit établie de maniére & ne laisser rien & désirer. 

Et comme on a fait aux Ministres de 1a Sublime Porte un devoir de peser 

Turgence des circonstances et de songer 4 I'importance de leurs résolutions ; que 
les dépéches officielles arrivées tout récemment de la Syrie ont fait apprécier de 
pe plus limportance des dernidres idées de la Sublime Porte & I'dgard de la 
fontagne ; que, démontrant 'urgence des circonstances, ces dépches font voir 
lajnécessite de les mettre & exécution promptement ; les Ministres de Sa Hautesse 
s¢ glorifieat de ce que les intentions paternelles et pleines de clémence que Sa 
‘Majesté Impériale a témoignées par ‘a rtelation op ta Sinn Porte sont con 





formes aux exigences du temps et des lieux, et ils se fattent doutes 
Gevés une fois dimipts par les éolaircasemens’ donnée eomne Seder nas 
résolutions de la Sublime Porte seront t apprécides par les Grandes Puis- 
sances. Les Ministres de ln Sublime Porte espirent en méme temps, ils sont 
srs, & juger des traits et des sentimens bienveillans que votre Excellence et vos 
eollégues les autres Représentans témoignent & Végard de Ia Sublime Porte, 
qu'appréciant les résolutions de In Sublime Porte, ils seront les premiers den 
faire I'éloge, et s'empressent de convenir de Ia nécessité de les mettre & exécu- 
tion sans aucune délai, 





No, 54. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 30.) 
(No. 51.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 6, 1845, 

THAD the honour to transmit to your Lordship in copy, with my No. 38, 
of the 26th ultimo, a third memoranduna from the Porte relating to the affairs of 
Mount Lebanon." Your Lordship will have observed that without 
from its former proposal respecting the judicial administration of the mixed 
districts by means of an increased number of Vakeels and an eventual refer- 
ence to the Pasha of Sidon, the Porte bas given explicit and satisfactory assur 
‘ances upon the three points to which in concert with my colleagues I had draws 
ie particular attention. ‘The measures themselves were announced as having 
received the Sultan's approval, and being in fact definitively adopted with a vie 
trib tao otis Oe cases 

ing to Syria itis evident that the local state of aff icularh 

Mount Lebanon, is extremely precarious. Whether the extent prevling 
in the latter district be attributable to intrigue, to well-founded apprehension, 
or to both causes at once, it is equally a source of danger to the public tran- 
quillity. ‘That danger, which at one time appeared to be distant and contingent, 
hhas now assumed a more threatening form ; and according to the latest advices 
from Beyrout and Damascus, little would suffice to occasion fresh scenes of 
Violence in thecountry. Unfortunately the Turkish authorities on one side, and 
the agents of some foreign Powers on the other, have found an interest in'che- 
‘ishing the seeds of discord between the Druses and Maronites, and in postpon- 
ing the final settlement of the Mountain on any other terms but their own. 

Such are the principal circumstances under which I have had to consider 
what answer it would be most advisable to return to the Porte, and what course 
of proceeding it would be proper for me toadopt towards my colleagues. 

With respect to my answer I naturally sought for a guide in your Lord- 
ship's instructions taken! ia connesion with the necessities of the case, ‘The 
instructions provide for two several contingencies ; resistance offered 
class of the natives of Mount Lebanon to the legal authorities engaged in carry. 
ing into effect the arrangement of 1842, and the formation of a new system of 
administration, supposing the present one, after a fair practical trial, to have 
failed. A firm perseverance in executing the plan already Inid down, notwith- 
standing the objections, real or imaginary, of part of the Maronite popalation, 
was rendered impossible by the interested vacillation of the Turkish authorities, 
The arrangement of 184% having never been carried into effect or even made 
the object of a resolute attempt for that purpose, it cannot be justly said to have 
had any trial atall, and we are not therefore arrived at the point eventually 

vided for of substituting one system for another. ‘The measures now adopted 
the Porte are rather means for completing the execution of the original plan, 
and therefore it is only in a secondary degree that they fall within the range of 
your Lordship’s instructions. Had they appeared to me unexceptionable in all 
important respects, I should have felt myself at liberty to accept them without 
reserve, and to encourage the Porte to hasten the moment of their execution. 
‘But in one essential pat they are stil at variance with the principle and spirit 
1 existi ment. In more than one 
abil ing ae ; respect they present very 

It cannot be denied that a power of deciding im differences be 

the Drases and the Maronites Othe tised dit districts; when vested in the Pusha 
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of Sidon, amounts to an interference with the internal administration of the 
‘Mountain. No such power existed under the old Government, and the arrange- 
ment of 1842 was intended to redeem the pledge given two years belore by 
British agents speaking for the Porte; a pledge which involved the restoration 
of all the ancient privilezes, together with the Sultan's supremacy. When to 
this defect in principle is added the opportunity afforded to the Turkish Pashe 
of operating on the passions and interests of the adverse classes, through a 
‘swarm of petty native agents, of fomenting their mutual animosities and mul- 
tiplying the occasions of his interference, and when the many indications of 
‘an encroaching policy on his side are also taken itito consideration, there is but 
too much reason to look rather to the results of the plan, than to the assurances 
of the Porte for motives to receive it with approbation and confidence. 

Nor is there much consolation in reflecting that while the Porte may be 
fairly of having in view the eventual exercise of more complete 
authority in Mountain Lebanon, there are others who might be equally recov 
ciled to the ene of fresh disorders in the country by the hope of restoring 
the Shehab family to power, or providing in some way for an extension of their 
‘own separate influence, 

From these various circumstances and considerations, coupled with the 
declaration of the Porte that some new measures were indispensably requisite 
to maintain tranquillity under the present system of administration without a 
revolting effusion of blood, it clearly results that I had but one answer to make 
to Chekib Effendi’s third and last memorandum,—an answer which would leave 
the Porte to act upon its own responsibility, under an implied reserve of the 
opinion of Her Majesty's Government, accompanied with a distinct notice and 
cordial acknowledgment of the benevolent intentions announced in the Sultan's 
name. 

T have now to make a short statement respecting my colleagues. As they 
were not likely to adopt the exact line which I thought it an essential part of 
my duty to pursue, I was averse to risking an exposure of our differences by a 
meeting which would attract public attention, and probably terminate abortively. 
Previous experience had confirmed me in the impression that on this subject at 
Jeasta conference presented objections which it required the force of some special 
reason to remove, and in this instance it appeared to me that the special 
tenon came in aid of the general objections, "1 therefore made up my mind to 
propose that each Representative should send in a separate answer; and in order 
to effect as near an approximation as possible, 1 at once communicated the draft 
of my reply, by means of Mr. Wellesley, to my four colleagues, expressing at 
the same time a readiness to consider any modifications consistent with the 
general sense of the paper which they might choose to sugwest. ‘This endeavour 
‘was not successful, and after adapting my note-as faras I could with consistency 
to what I understood to be the drift of their remarks, I proposed: the alternative 
of either taking it as the substance of our common reply to Chekib Effendi, or 
‘of confining ourselves to a yerbal message, acknowledging the receipt of his 
Excellency’s memorandum, and referring to our previous communication already 
transmitted to the respective Courts. Neither of these propositions was 
accepted, and nothing remained but that each of us should send in a reply on 
his own individual responsibility, and that an interchange in copy of the several 
replies should be made amongst us afterwards. It was with some degree of 
satisfaction that I received at last from three of my colleagues an admission that 
‘hothing in my note appeared to them objectionable; and 1 am willing to hope 
that in drawing up their respective answers they have been careful, while pre- 
serving their own phraseology, to avoid.any marked divergence from the general 
substance of my observations. 

Even Count Starmer, who has long shown a peculiar dislike to the ar- 
rangement of 1842, will hardly venture to express his approbation of the Porte’s 
supplementary measures so distinctly as to leave no loophole for his Government, 
should. circumstances eventually call for the expression of other sentiments 
from the Five Powers. 

There is nevertheless little reason to doubt that the Porte will proceed at 
once to carry the new measures into execution, and I presume that the most 
‘prudent course for Colonel Rose to pursue, should that anticipation prove cor- 
rect, will be to give an example of forbearance to his colleagues, and to abstain 
altogether from interfering with the operations of the Turkish authorities. 

‘A copy of my answer to Chekib Effendi is herewith inclosed. 





of the Shehab family 
the existence 
very much as. 
tants attach any 
system of administration, 
eliest interest in their fate, 
; our of a fragment of the 
At all events, an appearance of unanimity amo i 
the Five Powers as been maintained in the ice at ease 
Government are relieved fom the clisation of Interfering, while they age ne 
om 4 i ee Tr chargeable wit 
indiference to the welfare of pasttilpryernon to lag the objet of 
their solictude and benevolent exertions. on) if 
_ Thave, &e.. 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure in No. 54. 


Note from Sir Stratford Canning to Chekid Effendi. 


LES intentions bienveill 
en faveur des habitans du 


garins du bien-ttre futur des diverses jons qui ont donné des prouves 
son-uivoques de lear dérovement au Banasteteors beet 


t & Vopération des mesures destinées & compléter Vexécution du plan 


qui fut adopté en 1842, je me rapporte r 

collégues yi ga. ew Ysonneut de prieenter ais Subline Poreretercone 

quences éventueles dui recours au Pacha de Saida, et toute contradiction que 
‘mesures annoneées pourraient entrainer, soit au principe soit au but du euit 


it, ne sauraient dtre indifféren 
Pra de Omatantinople 5 Mars, treet pei rheeege) 


(Signé) STRATFORD CANNING. 


No. 55. 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received March 30.) 
(No. 52) 
My Lrd, 
re * 
is rather singy the Shebab interest are 
te objects the restoration 


example fas been followed by the Emir Emi cides St 

and the very prince to whom the prota 
been given, if the Porte had not deci = 
family from power, mad 
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Tam informed that the ex-Emir Beshir is preparing a memorial for the 
resentatives of the Five Powers, complaining of his detention at Constanti- 
nople, and soliciting their good offices in order to obtain permission for him to 
return to Syria. T have, &c,, 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 





No. 56. 
‘Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen. —(Received March 30.) 


(No. 53. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 6, 1845. 

"THE copies inclosed herewith of the notes respectively addressed to Chekib 
Effendi by the Austrian, Russian, French, and Prussian Representatives in reply 
to his Excellency’s last communication on the subject of Mount Lebanon, will 

t your Lordship in possession of the exact terms employed on the occasion 
Eyeach of them. It'was agreed that the interchange which has thus taken 
place of our several replies, should be of a confidential character. 

T lament to say that in the course of the late proceedings more than one 
instance of & miserable spirit of intrigue has occurred. It may suffice to 
‘mention that in determining to apply to the Porte for an explanation of its own 
views, the Five Representatives agreed to confine themselves strictly to. that 
inquiry in its simplest form. I have nevertheless received information which 1 

love to be correct, that the Internuncio, in concert with the French Chargé 
@Affaires, suggested in secret the arrangement which Chekib Effendi subse- 
quently announced as a measure adopted by the Porte in consequence of fresh 
advices from Beyrout. 

{mention this cireumstance, not only in order to apprize your Lordship of the 
difficulties which I have experienced in acting with some of my colleagues, but 
more particularly for the purpose of drawing attention to the importance of 
‘making any future instructions under which we may be called upon to act 
together so binding on all, as to make ita matter of serious responsibility to 
resort to separate intrigue and underband play, A precaution of this kind is 
more necessary here than at any other Court, in consequence of the facilities 
forded to an intriguing disposition by the peculiarities ofthe place, 

Thave, &c., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 56, 
Note from the Internuncio to the Porte, 


Constantinople, le 5 Mars, 1845 

LE nouveau mémorandum que la Sublime Porte vient de me faire I'hon= 
neur de m'adresser en date du 17 Safer (24 Février) relativement aux affaires 
du Liban, complate les explications dans lesquelles elle était entrée préeédem- 
tment avec MM. mes eolldgues t moi sur ce sujet, et met en évidence’ les inten- 
tions les plus bienveillantes & l'egard des populations du Liban, et nommément 
des Chrétiens, dont le sort ne cessera d'étre lobjet de la sollicitude de l'Europe. 

Mon Auguste Cour, & qui je me suis empressé den faire part, applaudica 
vivement, je n'en doute pas, aux sentimens gévéreux qui ont dicté les résolutions 
du Sultan. Inspirées comme elles le sont par son desir sincire d'assurer A 
tous ses sujets indistinctement les bienfaite d’un Gouvernement doux et paternel 
et de faire triompher ainsi sur tous les points de son vaste empire les principes 
de justice et d’humanité, nous devons espérer qu’elles auront le succes que Sa 
Houtesse s'en promet. 

Dés-lors, les warux des Puissances amies de ln Sublime Porte seront 
comblés, et il ne leur restera plus d'autre tiche & remplir vis-A-vis d'elle que de 


Ven fliciter sinetrement. 
(Gin STURMER. 
2M 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 
Note from the Russian Miniater to the Porte. 


a PERE RTOE Péra, le Bez 1845, 
avec un juste intértt que j'ai pris connaissance des éclaireissemens 
sepplementaire que la Satine Ported bik roula mote parson sone, 
du 17 Safer (24 Février), concemant les mesures qu'elle rot propres 4 assuree 
le repos du ‘Mont Liban, ainsi que le bien-ttre et les privilses lotaee dee 
diverses populations qui Phabitent. Je ne puis quapplaudit pour ee yal oe 
regarde aux intentions bienveillantes du Gouvernement de Sa’ Hautes ot 
n'ai pas manqué de porter le contenu du dit mémorandum a la counaisearee do 
mon Auguste Cour. "Ayant accordé dans le tems son suffrage uaical oa a 
{me convenu pour le régime intérieur de la Montagne en 1842, le Cabinet Inc 
Petia se plea sans doute 3 apprécier avec le méme esprit d'impartalite et de 
Tul, les dispositions annoncéesaujourd’bu, ot we fiitera a le eel 
que s’en promet ta Porte répond aux sentimens paternels de Sa: Hlautesee or 
meme tems qu’aux vorux et &attente ananime dex Puissances sori 


amies. 
(Sign) BOUTENEFF. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 56. 
Note from the Prussian Charge d'Afaires to the Porte. 


MEE 
-emptstnité vive ot sinedre que les Grandes Puissances Buropéens porte 
Empire Ottoman, et la part bienvellante qu’lles prennent. ats sort des balitans 


dy Lil rantissent d'avance l'intérét avec lequel elles accueilleront les écl 


(Signé) LE CoQ, 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 56, 
Note from the French Chargé d' Affaires to the Porte. 


: Constantinople, 5 Mars, 1845. 
J'AT regu et je me suis empressé de transmettre A-mon Gouvernement le 

document que la Sublime Porte m’a fait Vhouneur de m’adresser en date du 24 

Févriee dernier pour complétar les éclaircissemens demandés par mes collésues et 

moi an sujet des mesures. récemment adeptées par le Gouvernement de Sa 

Hautesse relativement & Yorganisation des districts & population inixte du Mont 

Liban. Cos éelaircissemens répondent au sentiment quia inspir€ mes prec 

dentes communications, et écartent les doutes quill avait été de mon devoir de 

de concert avec les Représentans des Hautes. Cours Alliées. La Sublime 
te reconnaissant de nouveau et d'une: maniére formelle 

pendance administrative et du maintien d 

torité souveraine de Sa Hautesse, pri 

ment acquis & Tavenir, déclare qu’ 
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atteinte &T'indépendance non plus qu’aux priviliges des populations du Mont 
Tibeo, ot que litervsntion di Gouvarncur de San n'aura 4 stexercer qu'an cas 
de confit, inconciliable par toute autre voie, entre les deux races Maronite et 
Druse. La Sublime Porte ajoute que le premier soin des autorités nouvelles, 
une fois constituées, sera d'aviser au moyen d’effectuer immédiatement le pae 
ment de V'indemnité die aux Chrétiens. 

Ces explications, si franches et i positives, notamment en ce qui touche 
Je mode d'application d'une idée sur le principe méme de laquelle tx décision 
dG arrétée de Sa Hautesve a dit nous imposer une respectucuse réserve et dont 
Ja pratique seule pout désormais constater la valeur, Je recours éventuel. a 
Gouvernement de Saida, scront, j'aime & en concevoir et d en exprimer is 
espoir, hautement apprécices par le Gouvernement du Roi. Je n'ai done. plus 
qu’ rendre bommage aux intentions manifestées par 1a Sublime Porte, et a lui 
faire parvenir mes veux personnels pour que l'exécution des dispositions quale 
regard aujourd'hui come les seules propres A rancner le ealase dana le Liban, 
remise & des mains fermes et prudentes, vienne bientOt témoigner de la sixesse 
des yues des Ministres de Sa Hautesse, et apprendre a I'Europe jusqve It dans 
Pattente que le repos des races Chrétieunes, objet de notre incessante sollicitude, 


est désormais assure, 
(Signé) BUTENVAL. 


No. 57. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberileen.—(Received Apri 4.) 


Constantinople, Murch 17, 1845. 
HSTANDING my expectation that the Porte would proceed to 
carry into immediate effect the measures announced by Chekib Effeadi for the 
definitive settlement of affairs in Mount Lebat if] 
the opinion of Her Maj 
the inclination of my 


ing subsequently taken the same view of the matter as 
Chekib Effendi, an additional note was addressed to the 
and of this paper L have the honour to inclose a cupy herewith. 

L have not yet returned any official answer, nor have | had an opportunity 
of learning the impression produced upou my colleazues by its contents. Ido not 
however see what reasonable objection they could make to it, proceeding as it 
does from the Porte, and infringing on no right, principle or agreement to which 
their Courts are pledged. 

Lhave therefore not hesitated to transmit it to Colonel Rose with an in- 
struction of which a copy is herewith inclosed for your Lordship’s information. 

To the explanations contained in that instruction 1 have little to aid. It 
has been my constant object to preserve if possible the arran of 1842 for 
a fair trial, which it has not yet experienced ; to maintain the. principle of an 
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exclusive internal administration for the benefit of all classes in the Mountai 
and to spare Her Majesty’s Goverament the painful necessity of going prema- 
turely into a fresh discussion upon the subject with the four other Cabinets. 

T hope and indeed believe, in so far as belief may be applied to any Eastern 
transaction not positively execsted, that for the time at least the measures of the 
Porte as now modified will succeed. But considering what may be fairly as- 
cribed to the Porte as its eventual sim, and the too much countenanced and 
assisted activity of the Shebab party, it is difficult to reckon with confidence on 
the permanent tranquillity of Mount Lebanon. An interval of quiet with the 
introduction of a certain degree of regularity into the administration are all that 
it would be prudent to expect ; and if | may be allowed to express myself with- 
out reserve, I would submit to your Lordship the expediency of making without 
delay in some convenient form such a declaration of the sentiments of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government as may discourage those practices of intrigue and clandestine 
‘support which it is evident from Colonel Rose’s accounts have been so i 
employed of late for the encouragement of party zeal and insubordination in the 
Mountain. 

Aware of the very abundant information which Colonel Rose never fails to 
transmit to your Lordsbip, I conceive that it would generally be superftuous to 
forward copies of his reports to me. On the present occasion however for 
more convenient reference, 1 inclose an extract of one of his last despatches 
relating to the intrigues practised in Mount Lebanon, and the sources whence 
mony supplied to promote them has been derived. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) RATFORD CANNING. 


Toclosure 1 in No. 57. 


Final Memorandum addressed to the Representatives of the Five Powers, 
Mareh 15, 18465. 


(Traduction.) 

LA Sublime Porte a pris connaissance de contenu du mémorandum qu'elle 
‘regu de votre part ninsi que de celle de MM. les Représentans vos collegues, 
‘en réponse ati métnorandum explicatif qui vous a éé remis en dernier lien, 
felativement A la decision de Fatfaire da Mont Liban. 


Notre Kxellenceu aus bien que vos colligues appréci les risone t 


vont motivé quelques dispositions de la susdite décision, et elle a approuvé 
excelleis sentimens et les véritables intentions que la Sublime Porte a manifesté 
dans cette affaire. 

Les inmorandums ainsi que le projet d'instructions A expédier aux autorités 
Ottomanes ont été mis sous Jes yeux du Sultan, Sa Hautesse aprés en avoir 
pris connaissance, a pensé d'elle-méme que puisque conformément d ce qui avait 
44é arrété pur le passé, les Kailmacams qui ont été nommés pour les deux nations 
ui se trouvent dans la Montagne, sont sous inspection du Mouchir de Saida, 
Tesnbarras pour les Moukatadjis et les Vékils qui ont été nommés dans Jes 
villazes mixtes de la Montague, de recourie au beroin et d'eux-mémes au Mou- 
chir de Seida, n'est point nécessaire ; d'autant plus que cela peut probablement 
entraver In bonne administration da “Mont Liban, A laquelle la Sublime Porte 
prend un grand intérét. Sa Hautesse, uniquement pour donner une nouvelle 
preuve de ses bonnes intentions et de ses senitimens pleins de bienveillance envers 
tous les pujets de son empire, et de son désir d'assurer leur bien-&tre, a préfére 
cette dlisposition-ci, A savoir, que les Moukatadjis et les Vékils recourent, lorsque 
cela sera nécessaire, directement aux Kaimacams de leur nation ; elle a déclaré 
sa volonté a eet ézard, et donné ses ordres en conséquence. 

Les Ministres de la Sublime Porte font gloire de vous annoncer cette dis- 
Fpriton addiionnelle quiet un ‘effet. des sentimens plein de elémence de Se 

Hautesse, et ils ont l'espoir que votre Excellence ainsi que ses collégues y ver- 
font une nouvelle preave de la droiture des intentions de la Sublime Porte, et 
du grand cas qu’elle fait de la conduite bienveillante des Cing Grandes Puissances 
qui désirent Ia tranquillité générale. 

Jai aussi I'honneur de vous prévenir que les instructions nécestaires sur 
ces affaires seront expédices aux autorités de la Sublime Porte dewain. 

Le 7 Rebioul-Evel, 1261. 
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Anclosure 2 in No. 57. 
Sir Stratford Canning to Colonel Rose. 


Constantinople, March 17, 1845. 

1 HAVE the satisfaction to inform you that the Porte has renounced the 
objectionable part of its intended arrangement for the administration of the 
mixed districts of Mount Lebanon, and instead of an eventual ay in certain 
‘eases to the Pasha of Sidon, has adopted the more judicious expedient of a refer- 
ence to the concurrent authority of the two Kaimacams. Herewith I transmit 
to you a copy of the note or memorandum by which this amendment has. been 
communicated officially to me and my colleagues by the Ottoman Minister for 

ign Affairs. 

‘am not yet apprized of the view which is taken of this measure by the 
other Representatives, but I avail myself of a ‘Turkish express to inform you 
without delay, though separately, of so important a circumstance ; and I trust 
that the means of carrying into full and immediate execution the arrangement 
‘adopted by common consent in 1842 may now be considered as complete. ‘The 
enjoyment of an exclasive internal administration is thus secured to the inhabit- 
ants of Mount Lebanon, with the single temporary exception at Deir-el-Kamar 
ofan ocssonal appeal tothe Turkish commandant in that neighbourhood; and 
several passages in correspondence have removi m my mind every 
apprebetaion which &formedly certained as'to the maintenance of wutabie 

ing between the two Kat . 

With respect to the Mookatadjis, it appears that their ancient privileges 
remain unaltered except as to the exercise of judicial authority in the mixed 
districts. Each Vakeel will be there invested with the power of judging alone in 
suits arising between individuals of his own ereed, and of ioe conjointly 
with the Mookatadjis between Druse and Christian. ‘The Vakeels are to be 
appointed by the Kaimacam of their own religion, from a list of two or three 
rates selected in each village by the Kaimacam of the province. They would 
of course be discharged on account of any serious misconduct duly proved. 

Tam really not aware that anything remains to be added under the present 
circumstances. The arrangement now going into effect hae the advantage of 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 





40 


Inclosure 3 in No. 57. 
Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(No. 7) 

(Extract,) Beyrout, March 2, 1845, 
MY late communications have shown that the reference of the matter of 

the Government to the Porte had increased the hopes and given fresh activit 

the intrigues of the Shehabs; that the clergy had been particularly active in their 

behalf; and that { feared that both the Austrian and French gents or their 


family: Ca- 
Austria; French 


Governments still secretly favoured the pretension of the dey 
tholic ascendancy being the motive of action 1 suppose 
influence that of France. 

I regret that time and fresh occurrences confirm these supositions. 

In proof of this T have the honour to inclose to your Excellency copies of 
two secret reports of a trustworthy person, who happening to be in the house of 
the family of Djezini in the town of Djezin, aud pretending to be asleep, heard 
the arrangement of the plan detailed in them. 

Djezin ater Deivel-Kamar is the worst place in the mixed districts: ia 
fact it has become more disaffected and Shehabite than Deir-el-Kamar. ‘The 
family of Djezini attempted to murder two Christians who wished to serve the 
Druse Sheik Said Djinblat, cutting off two fingers of one and wounding and 
leaving the other for dead, 

This family and their town have distinguished themselves also by other 
acts of political violence and lawlessness. 

‘This is the town to which I earnestly and repeatedly begged the two 
Pashas to march an overwhelming force and arrest malefactors, 

‘Their Excellencies neither did the one nor the other. I regret to say 
that the Russian Consul-General gave the influence of his opinion against 
me. Lvegret it the more because the adoption of my advice would in itself 
1 feel assured have carried the question of the Goverument, and silenced the 

n of the Maronites, who generally talk very much and do very litte. 
ishop Joseph el-Djetioi is a near relation of the family of Djezini 
and a native of Djezin. He is rich, intriguing, French, and a partisan of 
the Shebabs. 

Your Excellency will see that these two reports implicate both him and 
the Maronite Patriarch, for the people begged him to come to Djezin for the 
avowed purpose of organizing them militarily—a singular occupation for a 
Bishop to undertake, and as singular that a Patriarch should countenance it. 

I regret to say that the secret reports have received most ample con- 
firmation, 

In proof of it 1 have the honour to inclose to your Excellency a copy of a 
report from the Viee-Consul at Sidon. i 

Your Excelleney will see by it that the same people who went to invite the 
Bishop some time back to come to Djezin, went out on the 23rd ultimo from 
Sidon to receive him, having gone to that town from Djezin for that purpose ; 
moreover that M. Conti, the French Vice-Consul at Sidon, who the other day 
had nearly involved the Christians and Druses in civil war by giving false infor- 
mation, went out accompanied by notorious agitators. and his janissary officially 
to receive Bishop Josep 

It must be allowed that the occupations of the paid French Vice.Consul at 
Sidon are as novel and as un-Consular as those of the prelate are un-Christian, 

Another report of the 26th ultimo informs me that Bishop Joseph, accom- 
panied by the Djezin people, has loft Sidon for Djezin. 

‘Our Vice-Consul has arrived in Beyrout ad he informs me that Nasi 
Djezini, the eading agitator, and a relative of Bishop Joseph, admitted to him 
that the Bishop had been invited to Djezin for the purpose stated above. 

In elucidation of the state of feeling of the mixed Christians I have the 
honour to inclose to your Excellency a copy of one of the circulars of the Chris- 
tians of Deir-el-Kamar to the mixed Christians of the district of Shehar 

Your Excellency will see that it is said therein that there are no more 
excuses for want of money for the purchase of arms and anmuanitio 

‘That money has been distributed lately by the Maronite Patriarch and 
clergy there is no doubt. 


ut 


Adelbourg, on my mentioning the subject to him, at once stated that as 
pe peapebameprtch to Viena, be hed reseted the Patriarch to close the 
accounts forthe large sum of 16,000, which Austria had given to his Eminence 

istributed by his Eminence to the poor. 
5 — doubt that M. ’Adelbourg’s intentions were perfectly correct, 
but the fact is that the money was given in many instances to the leading 
agitators for distribution, and applied by them to the purchase of arms and 
ammunition. There is also report, which the French Consul denies, that 
France caused 800 purses to be distributed as charity amongst the Maronites, 
and 400 amongst the poorer Shehabs. A large portion of the subscriptions sent 
from Austria and France were applied formerly for the expenses of the civil war 


he eae. misapplcations of what is called charity T think that it 


much to ask were the Porte to request that the Turkish 
Govecrament might be consulted before foreign Governments give ther subjects 
arse ne pow just heard, the Sth March, from a Chriation of Deir-l-Kamar, 
that France sent lately a large sum to the Maronite Patriarch of which his 
Eminence assigned a part to the poor of Deirel-Kamar and other parts of the 
mixed districts the scene of the civil war, This person states that the share of 
80,000 piastres for Deir-el-Kamar found its way into the agitation fund of 
DeirlcKamar, and is the sum which Ihave already reported as forming that 
fand, 


No. 58. 
‘Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen—(Received April 4.) 


(No. 68.) 
Ml Lord, Constantinople, March 20, 1845. 

IT would seetn that my colleagues in the affuirs of Mount Lebanon have no 
intention of returning a formal answer to the last memorandum addressed to us 
‘on that subject by Chekib Effendi, nor do T myself see any sufficient reason for 

ing a different course. " 

"The French Chargé d'Aaires informed me yesterday that he viewed the 
last communication in the same light as the preceding one, and that he cone 
sidered his Court entirely free to adopt any opinion that might appear to it most 
advisable upon the subject. owe 

Wve, Sn 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


No. 59. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning, 


(No. 36.) 
Sir, Foreign Offce, April 5, 1845, 

T HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Government 
cotirely approve of the course which you have taken with respect to the affirs 
of Moont Letmnon ws reported ia your dexpatch No, 61 ofthe th of Mare. 

am, &., 
(Signed) ' ABERDEEN: 
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No. 60. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received May 26.) 


(No. 11 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 3, 1845, 

‘THE last despatches which I have received from Colonel Rose present a 
very unsatisfactory picture of the state of affairs in Mount Lebanon. 'No 
had been taken in execution of the Porte’s conclusive instructions, and the spirit 
of animosity continued to run high between the adverse parties. 

T have therefore addressed myself once more confidentially to the ‘Turkish 
Ministers admonishing them of the danger to which they expose the empire, in 
one of its most vulnerable points, by so much vacillation and delay, and urging 
the necessity of giving orders for the immediate execution of the measures pres 
viously ndopted. For your Lordships more complete information I have the 
honour to inclose herewith a memorandum of the points which I directed M. 
Pisani to press more especially upon the consideration of Chekib Effendi. It 
Principally founded on the information transmitted to me by Colonel Rose, 

‘hekib Effendi has declined giving positive orders in the proposed sense to 
the Pashas at Beyrout, alleging that the Porte docs’ not posses he necessary 
knowledge of local details; but he has engaged to recommend my suggestions {0 
them in strong terms; and I understand from his Excellency that the new 
Pasha of Sidon.has sent a reinforcement of troops to the station of Deir 

‘amar. 
Thaye, & 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure in No, 60. 
Memoranilum for M. Pisani, 


Pera, April 24, 1845. 

M. PISANI will communicate what follows to Chekib Effendi as the 
summary of those remarks and suggestions which I pressed upon his Excellency's 
attention at our interview of the 22nd instant. 

|. That the Pashas at Beyrout have need of further instructions to ac- 
celerate the execution of the last. ae 

2. ‘That the presence of troops at certain military stations in Mount 
Lebanon is necessary to maintain quiet during the execution of the instructions. 

3. ‘That certain individuals charged with the commission of crimes, particu 
larly at the village of Abbaye, should no Longer be allowed to go at large and 
‘unpunished, 

4. That iff be desirable to content the ‘Maronites, it is at least of equal 
importance to content the Druses also, 

5 ‘That ite desimble to be more explicit in carrying oat, the Ports en. 
Bagement to maintain the local privileges, by pointing out that the general 
authority in the mixed districts isto be extreised us of Sl by the Mookatadjis, 
but through the channel of the Vakeels in what concerns that part of the popu: 
lation which profess the same religion as themselves. 

6. That the Vakeels have no authority but that of a judicial kind, whether 
civil or criminal, oF both, or only as to differences of higher importance, it is 
desirable that the Porte should declare distinctly to the Pashas, 

7. Itis essential that the Mookatadjis of both religions should be main 
tained as hitherto in the exercise of their magisterial and police authority, as 
distinet from judicial functions. 
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No. 61. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 5.) 


(No. 117.) 
‘My Lord, Constantinople, May 17, 1845, 

‘THE latest advices from Syria, dated the 4th instant, present a most melan- 
choly picture of the stats of affairs in Mount Lebanon, The flames of civil 
war bad burst out a-fresh ; crimes of the deepest dye had been committed with 
impunity ; conflicts between armed bodies of men had taken place with consider. 
able loss of life; murder, pillage, and conflagration, were raging in several parts 
of the Mountain. Worse than all this, the Turkish authorities are openly 
accused of having acted with premeditated hesitation and duplicity, in some in 
stances promoting the progress of disorder by the slowness snd inadequacy of 
the means employed for its prevention, and in others actually stimulating to the 
erpetration of crime those whom they were commissioned to restrain. "To 
crown all, it was in the midst of so many revolting incidents that the Captain 
Pasha took his departure. 

Conceiving that under such circumstances there could be no difference of 
opinion among the Representatives of the Five Powers, I proposed a meeting 
for the purpose of comparing our respective despatches from Syria, and giving 
® character of unanimity to any step which we might each think it advisable 
to take at the Porte. In adopting this course I did but anticipate the intentions 
of the French Ambassador. 

‘The mutial communications which have consequently taken place confirm 
the general correctness of Colonel Rose's statement, but they have not resulted 

iforea Tang ge which at so 
he Russian Envoy 


4 but 
effect of a conference, 
pformed of the measures 


Repeated endeavours to remove these objections in a degree suificient to 
admit of our making ‘an identical representation to the Porte having failed, 
there was io resource but for each to draw ap a separate address in the custo. 
mary shape of an instruction to the iterpreters, and to preserve as near an 
upproach to uniformity as the divergence of opinions would allow 

‘Of the instruction which | propose to send in for coustvunication to Chee 
kib Effendi, a copy is herewith inclosed, and 1 venture to hope that it will 
meet with the approbation of Her Majesty's Government, Tt hus been framed 
lunder cirevinstances which, in proportion to the critical state of aifairs mm Syria, 
and its serious importance, demonstrate the justness. of my former repugnanes 
to entering into conference with the other’ Representatives upon that subject 
while our existing instructions remain unmodified. If any consideration could 
have prevailed to overrule objections sitmilar to those maintained hy the Rus- 
sian Envoy, it would have been found in the actual sufferings of the population 
of Mount Lebanon, and in the all-but-proved duplicity of the Turkish authoe 
rities. ‘The whole series of facts, painful and ominous as they are, lias no doubt 
been submitted to your Lordship by Colonel Rose, and I cannot conscientiously 

them in review without declaring my conviction that unless the Porte be 
Frsoght to's weaoc\of dtu duty by tore explicit declaration of the sentiments 


and intentions of the Allied Powers, conveyed under the authority of special and 

uniform instructions to their Representatives here, our labours will be in vain, 

and the restoration of tranquillity in Mount Lebanon on aay basis but that of 

an immediate Tarkish administration, will eventually boco% © impossible. Tt 

‘cannot be necessary for me to trouble your Lordship with a repetition of trans 
20 
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actions covering a period of more than three years and already so amply 
reported; but 1 am greatly mistaken if your Lordship does not recognise in 
the policy of the Porte, as it has been manifested both here and in Syria, enough 
to warrant and confirm the suspicions so explicitly avowed by Colonel Rose. 
Tshall myself embrace the earliest opportunity to communicate to Chekib 
Effendi the most prominent passages of the correspondence which I have lately 
received from that officer, and to press the adoption of those particular measures 
which may best contribute to the improvement of affairs in Syria; but with 
every sentiment of deference, I repeat my firm persuasion that the Allied 
Powers can no longer safely abstain Yrom displaying an immediate interest in the 
settlement of those affairs 
1am, &., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosare in No. 61. 
Sir Stratford Canning (o M. Frederic Pisani. 


Monsieur, Péra de Constantinople, le 18 Mai, 1845. 

J'AL appris du Consul-Général de Sa Majesté en Syrie que la guerre civile 
venait encore dy éclater. Cette déplorable nouvelle tant confirinée par les 
notions directes arrivées A In Sublime Porte, je a’hésite pas A déclarer aux 
Ministres de Sa Hautesse la profonde douleur que mont causé les événemens 
dont le Liban est en ce moment le théitre. Je m'en fais d’autant plus un devoir 
que mes collegues les Représentans d’Autriche, de France, de Prusse et de Russie, 
avec qui je me suis réuni A cette occas sans exception le méme 
wentiment. Un résultat si opposé & celui qu'on avait tout droit dattendre, et non 
moins aflligeant pour la Porte que pour ses sujets, ne manquera pas de produire 
tune impression des plus pénibles sur ma Cour qui devait compter sur l'introduc~ 
tion des mesures destinges  consolider la paix de la Montagne, et nominément 
des districts population mixte. Je ne saurais cacher combien il me parait 
ficheux qu'une époque aussi critique edt été choisie pour le départ du Capitan 
Pacha dont la présence avait surtout pour objet d’empécher les troubles et d'en 
imposer A leurs auteurs. I est également ficheux d'observer avec quelle hési- 
tation inexplicable les instructions de 1a Porte semblent avoir recu leur applica- 
tion; avec quelle impunité les nombreux crimes, précurseurs de Vexplosion de la 
Le civile, ont éto perpétrés, et avec quelle indifférence les avis réitérés des 

‘onsuls sur ‘Tinsuffisance et In lenteur des mesures roilitaires adoptées. pour la 
répression des désordres, ont été traités par les autorités locales de rout. 

En présence de parcils faits In Sublime Porte comprendra que mon premier 
devoir est de tut ruppeler les efforts constans des trois demiéres années, et 
Vurgente obligation qui existe pour elle de donner sans retard une compléte 
exécution aux mesures nécessaires pour mettre un terme A une situation dont la 
sravité n'échappera pas plus & ses propres néflexions qu'a la vigilante sollicitade 
des bee Alliées. 

Yous voudrez bien déposer la présente instruction dans les mains de son 
Exealonce le Ministre des Affarea EUtangees: 
(Sign) STRATFORD CANNIN 


No. 62. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 5.) 


(No. 118, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 17, 1845. 
REFERRING to the last h of my ostensible despatch of this 
date concerning the affuirs of Mount Lebanon, I think it my duty to bring 
under your Locsin’ nore immediate notice the accompanying copics of. 
Colonel Rose's confidential despatches to me numbered 35and 38, together with: 
their respective inclosures. I am always anxious to spare your Lordshi 
time, but in the present instance a knowledge of the facts stated to me by 
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Colonel Rose, and the suspicions deliberately entertained by him on substantive 
grounds way be justly deemed of paramount importance in deciding upon the 
ours to be pursued with respect to Syria. I farther inclose herewith & copy 
of the reply addressed to the Consuls at Beyrout by the new Pasha of Sidon. The 
tone of zeal and sincerity which pervades this document must be allowed tostand 
in singular contrast with the recall of Assaad Pasa and the departure of the 
Turkish High Admiral at so critical a juncture, to say nothing of the many 
previous marks of a deceitful policy exhibited partly by them and partly by 
the Porte itself. 3 

With respect to the French Consul I am. bounid in justice to state that the 
language and, as far as I know, the conduct of Monsieur de Bourqueney, since 
his return from Paris, has not in. the slightest degree betrayed any appearance 
of sympathy with the proceedings and views attributed to the former by Colonel 


Rose. 
Thave, &., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 62. 
Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning. 


‘Most Confidential.) 
Sir, Beyrout, Aprit 29, 1845, 

I REGRET to have to announce to your Excellency a fresh proof of the 
treacherous and unprincipled policy of the Turkish Government as regards. the 
Christians and Druses and the engagements and promises which, the Porte has 
made to Great Britain to govern the Syrians justly and well. 

On the 20th instant an emissary, a Druse Akhal, brought me a letter from 
& Druse Sheik of influence, which stated that the bearer of it, would give me 
information. 

‘The Akal then drew a deplorable picture of the state of that part of the 
Druse country from which he came, stating that the series of continued 
murders, which had commenced with the assassination of the Druse of Kefer- 
hheem by the Christians of Deir-el-Kamar, had caused such intimidation that 
pablie security had entirely disa + that the ignorant of both sects, Chris- 
tians and Droses, now only thought of shedding blood to-day in order to avenge 
the blood shed yesterday’; that the roads were intercepted by assassins ; and 
that the inbabitants instead of attending to agriculture, or their sille crops, 
remained in dread shut up in their houses; that in consequence trade had 
ceased and provisions had risen double and treble in price. 

‘The Akal added that the mised Christina openly boasted that they 
received money from France, and that they taunted the Druses by saying to 
them, “The English although they are your friends don’t assist you as the 
French do us.” 

My informant a very intelligent man proceeded to tell me with that 
caution which characterizes the Druses, that) the miserable state of affairs 
must be attributed to the Turkish Government, which with a sullicieney of 
power and plenty of troops, had never yet punished an assassin. 

Isa that the Druse had something on his mind, and therefore prolonged 
the conversation till he told me in a low whisper that he wished to communi- 
cate to me something of great importance, but that he must entreat me to 
consider it asa strict secret, because if it were divulged his life and the lives 
of his chiefs would be sacrificed. 

‘The Akhal then informed me that about fifteen days ago Sheik Hamood 
Abuneked, the father of my informant, went to pay his ‘respects to Daoud 
Pasha at Ibtedeen, when in the course of conversation on the state of the 
‘country the Pasha said to the Sheik “Do not make soldiers," which means 
do not make regular open war, “but when you can do it secretly," which 
means make a little war, assassinate, 

T roust observe that this advice was addressed by the Pasha in command 
of the Turkish troops in the Lebanon, who was sent to Deir-el-Kamar, and 1 
believe expressly, to preserve the peace between Christians and Druses, to one of 





those wicked Druse chiefs who. distinguished himself by the atrocities which Fe 
committed in 1842 in Deir-el-Kamar. 

My informant is the son of that person, but he himself is one of the 
quietest and most respectable of the Druse chiefs; he is one of those who were 
included in Mr. Consul Wood's amnesty. 

Your Excellency will sce with as much pain as I do, that all my grave suspi- 
ccions and statements as to the wicked designs of the Turkish authorities to crexte 
strife and collisions between the sects in order to further their political views 
have come to pass, and the information which I now detail is ‘a clear and most 
Painful confirmation of them, 

Notwithstanding your Exeellency’s 
tions, the Porte’s officers have. wit 
arresting those who have offended 
blooded murderer is allowed all th 


is 20 
mixed districts move from their 
sufficient to protect themselves. 3 + 
The appearance of those armed bodies causes of course apprehension and 
counter preparations on the part of those through whose villazes the bodies 


Finding that my strenuons and unceasing exhortations to the authorities 
to arrest the murderers were unavailing, Y addressed to Halil and Wasieah 
Paabas 1 letter, @ copy of which I have the honour to inclose to your Excel. 
lency. 
irae Thave, &e., 

(Signed) HUGH ROSE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 62. 
Colonel Rove to Wagieah Pasha. 


Excellence, Beyrout, le 29 Avril, 1845, 

DES individus Chrétiens aseassinent fréquemmient et ouvertement des 
individus Druses, des individus Druses assassinent fréquemment et ouverte, 
‘ment des individus Chrétiens. x 

Ces atrocités se commettent généralement dans les grands chemins et 
souvent sous les yeux des troupes impériales. 

Les oe sont interceptés par les assassins, la sécurité publique 
existe plus, le commerce est paralysé, une intimidation générale rigue et les 
denrées sont dovenues extrimerteat dhavess £ 

Les nis de Vordre et de 


intactes V'autorité da Sultan et la Boume foi de 
son Gouvernement, le rendent indispensable que je fasse cette communication 
amicale & votre Excellence. 
Veuillez agréer, &e. 
Gigné) “HUGH ROSE. 


———$______ 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 62. 
Colonel Rose to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(Confidential) 
Sir, Beyout, May 4, 1845. 

THAVE the honour to state to your Excellency that 1 observed latterly 
that the French Consul had taken an isolated line of proceedings, and. one 
marked with unusual partiality. for the Christian party in the unfortunate 
conflict. which is going on. 

Moreover this gentleman. had written an. official letter to the Pashas 
before the outbreak, in which he let_them see that he considered them guilty 
of partiality in favour of the Druses; adding as an instance of it that the 
authorities had sent troops to the villages in which. there was a majority of 
Christians. | This charge is not founded, for the fact is. exactly the contrary as 
to two of the villages Moohtara, Sheik Said Djinblat's, aud Abbaye, mentioned 
by the French Consul to me, 

‘The troops were sent there at the earnest request of the two Druse chiefs 
of those two places who feared civil war, and they are quartered on them at a 
Ereat expense and inconvenience to then, And it was singular enough that the 
son of the Druse chief at Abbaye came to mo-on the 30th ultimo to com. 

lain of the marked partiality of ‘the ‘Turkish Major in favour of the Maronite 
Ent, Asoaad Shehate adding that be rust have bribed that officer. Hitherto 
the troops have been by their presence the means of preventing civil war in 
these two places, which are the principal onew af the district, ‘The Christians 
never asked for troops as the Druses did, und thelt not doing 40 Is one of the. 
proofs of their desire for war. 

Ay 1 have bad the honour to say, the distribution of troops was not at all 
amoh as Ehad advised, but it must in common fairness be remembered that with 
4 due regard to military precaution it would require three or four tines the force 
iow here to occupy. all the places. 1 do not menn to say: that the Turkish 
authorities have not m partiality for the. Druses; but as rogarde the stationing 
of the troope they are blameless. ‘There are, troops in Aimenatour, an exolte 
ively Druve village. 

rwilected that the undefined pretension put forth hy France to protect the 
and the probability that circumstances micht bring that. pretension 
ion, would cause an inorease of the difference between, the Turklah author 

‘and the Freach Consul. 1 thought therefore it would le anost desirable to 
make hin Jeave his isolated and hazardous position and sksociate him in n 
common and afer course with his colleagues, thus causing his pretensions. and 
displeasure to merge in a common action. ‘This gentleman had no right to 
write officially as he had done to the Pashe 

Bot other reasons made it absolutely ccvowary that the Consuls xhould 
take a collective step. A destructive civil war was spreading throuzh the mixed 
districts.” I {elt a conviction that the ‘Turkish Government. had intentionally 

on this deplau te of ufltirs for their own political views, My 
ues now appear to feel convinced of what I had felt certaim for so 


He was ost desimble therefore for the sake of policy and humsaity, to 
Present to the Turkish authorities mn united opinion in the present state of 
affair. 

' therefore invited my colleagues to join me in « collective note, which would 
show to the Turkish authorities that our Governieats were united i opinion 
in desiring a solution of the question of the Government, in which they: had 
taken’ a common part, and abave all manifest our united aud earnest wish ioe tive 
termination of the horrors of eivil war, placing on the Tutkish authorities u resjo 
sibility of which they have wished to ‘divest themselves, by asserting, Wat’ the 
Powers and their ts were divided in opinion, a’ most. unprincipled and. 
groundless excuse for their treacheros conduct. 

All my colleagues have not entertained the same serious fears which I have 
done as to the occurrence of the melancholy events which are now in operation, or 
Tather they hare not the same desire as Thave to take steps to prevent their 
accomplishment. “Not very long azo my French colleague declined to urge the 
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presence ofthe Pasha in the Mountain because airs were not eo serous as T 
thought. 

fy Russian colleague’s conduct was still more matter of regret to me. He 
is now at Jerusalem. But it is due to the rest of my colleagues to say that they 
met my wishes on the present occasion in the best and most amicable. spirit. 
T would have wished that they should have met the 2nd instant; but the 3rd 
they assembled at my house, and we wrote together and in a very short space of 
time collective note a/epy of which I have the honour to incoee to your 

eellency. 

T thooght also that union of opinion amongst the Contule 66 the scene 
of action would prevent amongst the Powers the occurrence of embarrassments 
which might otherwise have resulted from the present state of affairs. 

"Tooday Wagicah Pasha returned a long answer, but there is nota posiblty 
of translating it tn tine to-eend a copy. Verbally, his-dragoman Told me that 
the Pashas would send troops to all the scenes of strife and to each mookata, I 
understand that our note roused in a singular degree the Pasha’s energy, and I 
really believe that aware now that the secret policy of his Government has been 
made known, he will do his best to quell the civil war. 

Thave, &., 
(Signed) HUGH ROSE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 62. 
‘The Consuls of the Four Powers to Wagieah Pasha. 


Beyrout 3 Mai, 1845. 

LES Soussignés, Consul-Général d’Angleterre, Consul-Ginéral de Prusse, 
Consul de France, et Vice-Consul_gérant te Consulat-Général d’Autriche, ont 
‘era de leur devoir, et en conformité aux sentimens qui ont animé les Représen- 
tans de leurs Gouvernemens respectifs A Constantinople, de se réunir AV'occasion 
des graves événemens dont le Liban est le théltre en ce moment, et de faire 
connaitre d'une fagon collective A son Excellence Wagieah Pacha leur opinion 
‘uoanime. 

is pensent que fe haut intérét que les Cinq Puissances prennent & la ques- 
tion du Liban et i une solution prompte et pacifique, et Ia eo-opération que 
Jeurs Gouvernemens ont prété A la Sublime Porte dans tout ce qui concerne cette 
‘question, Jostientpleinoment i désarehe qu'il font ex ce moment. 

Les Soussignés sont d’avis que les mesures prises jusqu'ici par les Repriésen- 
tans de Ia Porte dans ce Pachalic n’étaient pas de nature & accomplir les yooux 
des Puissunces. En effet depuis quelque temps de nombreux assassinats ont 
é commis, et leur nombre croissant de Vimpunité compléte des coupables n'ont 
fait qu’irriter les passions, encourager les malyeillans, et amener enfin le déplo- 
rable état de choses que nous avons sous Jes yeux. 

Les Soussignés ont surtout regretté quiaucune mesure répressive n’ait 6té 
prise ds le commencement pour panir les coupables et arréter le mal dans sa 
racine, malgré les fréquentes et amicales repr’sentations que chacun d’eux a ru 
devoit faire en particulier. 

Is regrettent aussi que les troupes de Sa Hautesse, au lieu d'etre employées 
{4 réprimer avee promptitude l'explosion des hostilités qui ont ouvertement éclaté 
depuis quelques jours, soient restées dans une inaction qui a facilite leur déve- 
Joppement. 

Les Soussignés enfin, pénétrés de Ia conviction que son Excellence a le pou- 
voir et les moyeus d'arréter le mal, et désirewx de voir mettre un terme & un état 
de choses également contraire & I'humanité, aux intéréts de la Sublime Porte et 
‘aux mesures prises par cette Puissance conjointement avec les Cinq Cours, croient 
devoir appeler fortement son attention sur la situation actuelle, et lui demander 
ay apporter les remeédes les plus promptes et les plus efficaces. 

(Signé) HUGH ROSE, 
L. DE WILDENBRUCH. 
EUGENE POUJADE. 
GEORGE LAURELLA. 


Hg 
Inclosure 5 in No, 62, 


Wagieah Pasha to the Consuls of the Four Powers. 


(Traduit du Ture.) 
NOUS avons compris le sens de ce qui est dit dans votre mémoire, savoir: 
que les points concernant le Mont Liban n'ont pas été mis d exécution ainsi 
u'ils ont été arrétés par la Sublime Porte et les Cing Grandes Puissances; que 
cpus quelque’ temps les assassinats se multiplient + que comme on napplique 
aux assassins la loi du talion, Paudace des séditieux a augmenté ; Ge que vous 
Réplorez comme vous me Vaver fait savoir; que lorsque ces actes ont Gté com- 
mis, les troupes nélées da Sultan sont restées dans Vinaction, et que c'est 1A ta 
‘cause que les événemens out pris un caractire gravé, ‘tandis qu'il y avait des 
forces pour réprimer cesviolences ; que tout cela est contraire aux intéréts de In 
Sublime Porte, aussi bien qu’ ceux des Grandes Puissances, et’ nuisibles aux 
mesures qui ont &é concertées ensemble ; ‘que vous désirez ardemtnept voir Ia 
répression des actes qui sont, commis ; que vous demandez qu'on fasse cesser 
état des choses actuel, et qu'on applique & ces maux le reméde qi'll faut. 

Inutile de vous dire que les désordres dans le Mont Liban w’onf pas eu liew 
aprés, mais avant mon arrivée ici. Et en effet son Excellence Assand Pacha 
s'est rendu  Deir-el-Kamar, et ayant donné des conseils aux deux parties, le 
calme y a été rétabli pour quelques jours. Mais comme il y avait dans les esprits 
de part et d'autre, une forte disposition aux troubles et aux désordres, ce calme 
de quelques jours a été suivi par de nouveaux désordres: 

Lorsque je suis arrivé A Beyrout jai trouvé la Montagne dans un état de 

bles et de désordres, de manitre que son Excellence le Capitan Pacha a, et 

‘est un fait connu, expédié & Deir-cl-Kamar le Général de Division Daoud 
Pacha, avec quelques bataillons de troupes réglées. En tout cas il me marique 
des termes pour exprimer combien je déplore le mal qui a été fait, Dieu sit 
qu’autant que cela dépend de moi. je ne veux pas qu'il soit fait de mal, meme d 
tune fourmi: Duilleurs les ordres et la volonté de mon avguste Mattre sont 
@assurer le repos et Ia tranquillité de toutes les classes de ses sujets; et moi, 
inellement, je ne peux consentiren aucune manidre rien de contraire aux 

its de humanité, 

‘Comme il était nécessaire de mettre un moment plutdt & exécution les 
points concertés entre In Sublime Porte et les Cing Grandes Puissances concer- 
rant le Mont Liban, et que pour cela jl fallait avant tout que les Kaimacams, 
es Moukatadjis et les Vekils des deux nations vinssent & Beyrout pour que je 
Teur communiquasse Varrangement définitif, en me concertant avec eux sur Ce 

u'll Gait nécessaire de faire, je me suis hité, trois jours aprés mon arrivée & 
Beyrout, derive et d’expédiee les bouyurouldis pout les faire venir & Beyrout 
mais le seal qui soit venu c'est Emir Ahmed, le Kajmacamn Druse. Einir Haidar 
nest pas venu ; et aprés un laps de quelques jours, en divant **je viendrai 
@ hai, je viendrai demain,” il a, a la fin, envoyé comme son procureur, Emir Béchir 
Abmed. Pour ce qui est des Moukatadjis et des Vékils, quoiqu’on ait pressé 
lear arrivée, ils ont Iaissé passer du temps et disant “nous viendrons, noux 
verrons ;” ¢t cependant ils n'ont pas paru. C'est parcequ’ils couvaient de 
mauvais desseins qu’ils voulaient mettre 4 exécution, qu’ils ne sont pas venus. 

Quoigu’il en soit, comme on ne peut en aucune manigre re qu'il 
arrive quelque événement malheureux entre les deux nations, j'al fait v 
résidence Emir Ahmed, le Kaimacam Druse, et Emir Béchir Ahmed, procurear 
du Kaimacam Chrétien. Nous avons conféré ensemble sur les moyens de répri- 
mer les désordres par la voie de In douceur; et comme vous verre par ta copie 
ci-jointe d’un acte qui a été conclu, il a été arrété comme suit: les attrou) 
mens de part et d'autre se disperseront ; si un attroupement composé d'individos 
de Vane des deux nations se forme, autre nation mien avertira; & (‘instant 
je ferai marcher des troupes vers l’endroit od ils se trouvent et on commencera 
par employer In voie des conseils pour les engager ii se disperser ct A se 
comportet d'une manidre satisfaisante ; s'ils Gcoutent ccs conseils on ne leur fern 
fien, mais sls ne les écoutent point et ne veulent pas se disperser, comme alors 
ils se seront mis dans-une position qui compromet la tranquillité générale, on 
procédera & la dispersion de Tttroupement par des moyens coércitifs; si un 
assassinat a Liew quelque part, on en recherchera tout de suite l'auteur pour le 
punir: si un assassin est protégé par sex concitoyens, ou par d'autres, et il 
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¥. opposition en sa faveur, considérant qu’une pareille opposition et Ia protec- 

tion donnée & un assassin’‘devront la longue ‘comprometien ta tranguilité 

nployera la force, mais seulement contre Iendroit qui se trouvera 

lans Ia catégorie ci-dessus expliquée, et on arrétera assassin qui subira la 
peine capitale conformément aux lois. 

Tels sont les arrangemens fats ot consignés dans deux actes. dont. Yun 
a4é muni du cachet du Kaimacam Druse, Emir Ahmed. Mais Emir Haidar 
wa pas voulu y apposer son cachet, et iL'a envoyé en arritre, » Nous avons en 
eonséquence, son Excellence le Capitan Pacha, le Defterdar Effendi et moi, écrit 
de nouveau & Emir Haidar et tui avons renvoyé Tact an quil edt dy mettre 
son cachet, parceque d'aprés le présent arrangement les Chittiens des villages 
mixtes auront A recourir A lui dans les ‘affies dilices mais A Vheure qu'll 
est il ne I'a pas encore cacheté et envoyé. 

Notre projet était, dés que V'acte serait arrivé, d’écrire et d'expédier des 
bouyurouldis au Mont Liban afin que les deux nations entitres, prenant con. 
naissance du contenu de I'acte suet fait avec les Kalimcains le. Meskatore 
et les Vékils des deux nations, elles comprennent qu'il ne faut pas 
qu’on sévira, en eas de contravention, contre les infracteurs avec {a rigueur que 
le cas exige; et que tous, sachant davance que s'ls y contreviennent ils auront & 
ven repent, ils syent  agir en conséquence, Mai cela n'a pas eu de suite, 

Haidar n'a pas envoyé Facte. 

Teprésente que les désordres ont _auzmenté parcequ'on.n’applique 
pas la loi du talion, ‘Nous n'avons cxpendant fermé les your sur aucun, hes 
cas qu’on avait portés A notre connaissance, et nous avons fait tout ce qu'il était 
Possible de faire. Partout oi un assassinat a été commis on a tout de suite et 
@aprés un systéme qui est suivi dans Ia Montagne, envoyé sur le lieu meme des 
gens avec ordre de rechercher Tassassin. Lorsqu'un assassin était connu. il 
Gait arrété et_ mis eu prison pour étre jugé avec les héritiers de sa victime, 
Coux qui n’étaient pas convaincus, mais sculement soupconnés d'assassinat, ont 
&t6 arrétéa; ils sont encore en prison, On a, suivant une ancienne régle dela 
Montagne, envoyé et établi des soldats dans le village dun individu qui était 
notoirement Pauteur d'un assassinat, mais qui, ayant pris Ia fuite, n'avait pas 
pu tre arrété. En un mot, dans aucun eas 'on n’a manqué de’ soins ni‘ de 
liligence. Mais mettre & mort toute la population dun village 
trouvé un homme tué, ow bien faire subir la peine 
tun simple soupgon et aans qu'il ait éé constat 
méme avec les lumiéres de 


Daoud Pacha, ainsi 

conseils aux deux ni ne manquent pas de leur déclarer en meme temps 
que si, sourde & leurs conscils, une nation attaque Vautre, ils eaployeront la 
force pour Ven empécher Et il est aussi clair que le soleil que I'armics a fait 
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sous les rapports du dévouement envers In Sublime Porte et de la. protection 
envers les deux partis, tout ce qu'il Gait en son pouvoir de faire. 

‘Mais les deux nations ne commettent pas de désordres dans les endroits 
of il_y a des troupes ; elles Jes commettent la of il n'y en a pas. C'est pour 
ela que lorsque, en apprenant qu'il se commet des désordres dans un tel 
endroit, on y envoie des troupes, elles trouvent qu’avant leur arrivée les deux 
partis en sont dgji venus aux prises, et alors elles les Si. les troupes 
‘rrivent avant le combat, elles dispersent les rassemblemens. Mais lors des 
rénemens qui se sont passés sur le littoral et dans le Moukata de Gharb, les 
troupes so trouvaient & la distance d’une eure, et elles n’ont pas pu arriver & 
temps; les deux nations avaient commencé le combat. Les troupes régiées et 
les troupes irrégulidres ont fit des efforts, elles ont forcé tous les combattans & 
se retirer et ont ainsi mis fin au combat. 

On n'a nullement fait faute de zile et d'activité ni négligé aucune mesure 
propre a faire cesser les troubles du Mont Liban. Ou n'ignore pas que depuis 
mon arrivée A Beyrout, renoncant au sommeil et au repos, j'ai employé dans 
cs circonstances toute la sollicitude et tout le ztle dont je suis capable,” et que 
Jai méme envoyé Bahri Pacha pour quelque temps a Deit-el-Kawar, avec les 
instructions dont je vous transmets ci-joint copie, 

Maintenant Yoict que et le plan que fi formé: Ans que novs tomes 
convenus hier avec Emir Raslan et Bechir Ahmed, demain, jour de 
Dimanche, je me rendrai, sil plait & Dieu, au Khan Houssein, quartier qui 
convient & tous ceux qui devront s'y réunir. Je: rassemblerai Ih le Kaimmacem 
Druse, Jes Moukatadjs, et: wutres personnes nécessaires, ainsi que Emir Bechir 
Ahmed, les Vékils Chrétiens et autres personnes nécessaires. Je conférerai avec 
eux tous sur les moyens de faire cesser complétement, de part et dautre, aveo 
assistance divine, ces troubles et ces mouveriens séditieux, et dassurer par Ih 
Je repos du Mount Liban et Ia tranquillité des habitans. J'arrangeral cette 
affaire d'une telle manidre, et je ferai consigner arrangement dans un acte 
authentique qui renfermera un engagement réciproque. Si aprés cela et con- 
trairement. engagement susit, ily a une émeute, de quelque part et dane 
quelque village qu’elle se fasse, on enverra des troupes, dans Vintérét de la 
tranquillité générale, seulement & V'endroit ou aa village ob I'émeute aura éelaté, 
on arrétera les fauteurs et les auteurs des troubles, et on leur infligera les 
chitimens qu'ils ont mérités, afin qu’ils servent d'exemple, D&s que Ton 
devra agir de la sorte, en. cas d'une’ émneute, de guelque part qu'le se fase 
il ne pourra plus, grice a Dicu, y avoir des désordres sérieux ni une inquiétude 
générale. Voila le plan qui sera suivi. Ou bien, si on ne parvient pas & faire 
‘un arrangement solide & Khan Houssein, on fera venir des endroits. prochaine la 
quantité de troupes qu'l faudra, indépendant des troupes Impériales rézlées qui 
existent; et. le nombre do troupes jugé nécessaire sera pisos dane chaque 
moukata ou dans chaque endroit ot cela serait nécessaire, out of ily aura 
‘un rassemblement dans le voisinage, le corps de troupes placé comme ci-desstie 
Procidera a dissiper ce rassemblement et & arréter et ceux qui Mont provoqué 
et tels autres individus qu'il faudra, afin qu‘ils subissent tes chiltimens quila 
‘auront encourus, 

Comme c'est en punissant ces (éméraires qu'on devra Hablir le repos de 
tant dhommes et assurer Ia tranquillité générale, on emploiern avec assis. 
tance divine les mayens ci-<dessus énon 

Telles sont les dispositions de mon plan, et je erois devoir vous les commu 
niquer, Monsieur, afin que vous en ayex connaissance. 





No. 63. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 5.) 


(Wo. 124) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1843, 

I HAVE no later accounts from Beyrout than those of the 4th instant, but 
am informed that letters of the 13th received elsewhere, describe the civil war- 
fare in Mount Lebanon as increasing both in extent and in violence. I saw 
Chekib Effendi the day before yesterday, and pressed upon his Excellency the 
importasce of adopting immediate and epergtl measures forthe restoration of 
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‘tranquillity, and the exeention of the arrangement previously announced. I did 
Rot conceal from hit the painful suspicions.excited by the conduct of the 
‘Turkish authorities, and the obligation which now rested upon the Porte of 
removing thoss suspicions by its awn direct and eficient intererence applied to 
the punishment of the murderer, to the repression of the violeat, and to the 
Security of the peaceable and the loyal. Cheb Effendi acquiesced in my 
remarks and suggestions; he did not attempt to justify the Turkish officers 
employed in Syria, and intimated no small degree of dissatisfaction at the unsea~ 
sonable departure of the Captain Pasha. 

__ 1am now in possession of the Porte’s reply to:the representations addressed 
to it a few days ago by my colleagues and myvell.. A tanaation ofthe doses 
ment is herewith inclosed; and your Lordship will perceive that its. tenour 
agrees with the language held by the Turkish Minister to me. Instructions 
corresponding with its purport were yesterday dispatched orerland to Syria by 

Tam unwilling to entertain mistrust of the Porte’s sincerity in the 
so many assurances; but alter what has occurred it ts imposible not to, look 
with anxiety'to the result. Agairs are now in that state to which the Turkish 
authorities ate aceused of having sought to bring them; and it remains to be 
seen whether the efforts of the Porte will be exerted to redeem.the pledge so 
often given, or to realize the scheme of encroachment which it has been long 
suspected of cherisbing. At all events there is no reason to apprehend that 
harm of inconvenience would arise from x decided declaration on the part of the 
Five Powers. A knowledge of their unwavering perseverance in the same view 
would confirm the ‘Turkislt Ministers in a course of good faith, if sach be the 
fone they have adopted, and deter them from persisting in the opposite line of 
conduct. if their proceedings should unbappily be found to take that direction, 

T think it my duty to submit and even. to recommend this suggestion to 
your Lordship's most serious attention. x 

Thave, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING, 


Inclosure in No. 63. 
Chékib Effendi to Sir Stratford Canning. 


(Traduetion,) Le 21 Mai, 1845, 

LA Sublime Porte a pris connaissance du contenu de T'nstruction qui a été 
mise entre les mains du premier interpréte de votre Ambassade, portant ce qui 
wut, 

La nature des nouveaux événemens qui viennent de se passer dans le Mont 
Liban a causé un sentiment trés pénible; on a mis beaucoup de lenteur dans 
Vexécution des instructions de la Sublime Porte; avant la guerre civile qui se 
fait b présent, it a été commis des crimes qui n’ont pas été suivis des punitions 
néceseaires ; les mesures militaires qui ont &té prises nétaient pas suffisantes; et 
vous demandez qu’on mette sans doll et complétement & exéution, les menses 
nécessaires pour la cessation d'un état aussi déplorable. 

Comme Vexposé contenu dans le papier dont copies ont été transmises 
dernigrement tant & votre Excellence qu’a vos collégues et qui, a été envoyé par 
son Exeellence le Mouchir de Sida aux Consuls en réponse & la note quils lui 
avaient remise collectivement sur les évéuemens qui viennent de se passer, peut 
servir de réponse A vos représentations, et comme votre Excellence connait les 
efforts sincéres et lincessante diligence de ta Sublime Porte pour l'arrangement 
définitif de cette question da Mont Liban, et pour obtenir par Ii ie repos et la 
tranquillité des populations, il o’est pas ‘besoin d'entrer en détail sur cette 
matic 

Sublime Porte ayant envoyé aux autorités locales les nouvelles ‘mestres 
arrétées en dernier liew de concert avec votre Excellence’ et vos collézucs, 
Tesquelles ont été approuvées et appréciges par les Cabinets des Cinq Grandes 
Puissances, avec des instructions positives afin d'assurer la tranquillité de ta 
Montagne, le Gouvernement de Sa Hautesse regardait cette question comme 
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entidrement arragée, et il espérait n’étre plus dans le eas de Ia discuter, et il 
désirait voir @un moment a T'autre les /heureux effets des mesures arrétées, 
lorsqu’il a appris avec un grand et véritable regret les causes et les circonstances 
qui ont amené les événemens dont il s'axit 

C'est un devoir inhérent a la souveraineté de Ia Sublime Porte de faire 
promptement cesser les désordres survenus, et de rétablir en méme temps In 
tranquillité. Les mesures et les principes que son Excellence le Mouchir a 
jog€ b-propos dadopter, qu'il a porté a In connaissance des Consuls par I'Grit 
qui renfermait Ia réponse, et quiil'a transmis par dépéche:& la Sublime Porte, 
Gant, d'aprés votre maniére de voir ici méme, conforme a l'état de la question, 
ils ont été entitrement approuvés. Si une faction queleonque parmi les habitans 
de la Montagne s'oppose & la décision de la Sublime Porte, alors comme on ne 
pourra plas voir cette opposition avec un ceil d'indulgence, que cette opposition 
devra etre considérée comme une rébellion, qu'il faudra faire toutes espices 
d'efforts pour assurer le succts de Varrangement arrété, et que le rapport de son 
Excellence le Mouchir fait voir que les troupes qu’on a fait venir et marcher de 
la Montagne suflisent pour punir les opposans, on a jugé A-propos de donner 
4 son Excellence une permission précise de mettre en’ pratique ce que l'état des 
choses exige; et en conséquence une dépéche écrite en termes énergiques lui a 
Hé-expédiée! Cette dépéche Ini ordonne de se hiter de mettre pleinement & 
exécution la décision qui a été donnée de concert, en employant tels moyens 
que les principes ci-dessus exigent d'aprés les localités. 

Par tous ces détails votre Excellence verraque In Sublime Porte ne recu- 
Jera devant aucun moyen propre A mettre a exécution sa décision, et ds-lors elle 
‘voudra bien écrire en conséquence A votre Consu} en nee 

saisis, &e, 

(Signe) a 
Le 14 Djemazi-ul-Evel, 1261. 


No 64. 
Sir Stratford Carining to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Rectived June 5.) 


Wo. 125.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1845. 

REFERRING to my last despatch on the subject of Mount Lebanon, 1 
have the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordship's information copies of 
the instructions addressed on the 28th instant by the Representatives of Austria, 
France, Prussia, and Russia to their respective interpreters, for communication 
to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Atfairs. 

“These instructions are similar in their general purport to those which 1 
addressed under the same date to M. Pisani, and of which a copy has already 
been forwarded to your Lordship in my despatch No 117. 

Thave, &e., 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING 


Inolosure } in No. G4, 
Count Stitrmer to the Baron de Testa, 


Constantinople, 18 Mai, 1845. 

DE déplorables événemens viennent d'avoir lieu dans le Liban ; la guerre 
eivile y exerce ses fureurs, et dé’ un bon nombre des sujets de Sa Hautesse en 
times. Cependant les mesures jugées nécessaires et annonodes aux 
Représentans des Cinq Grandes Puissances comme définitivement arrétées par 
la Sublime Porte pour le miaintien et la consolidation de la paix dans la Mon- 
tagne, y étaient connues depuis un mois, mais rien encore avait été fait pour en 
assurer Yexécution, Les autonités Ottomanes semblaient au contraire avoir 


Pris A uiche de rester dans une inaction dont les désordres et les crimes mémes 
qui se suceédéreat sous leurs yeux, et qu'ls laissérent impunis, ne purent les 











tirer. La circonstance la plus frappante a été le départ de la flotte Ottomane an 
seul moment oi sa présence aurait pa étre de quelque utilité. A peine le 
Capoudan Pacha avait-il regu la nouvelle de V'explosion de la guerre civile, qu’'l 
mit & la voile pour retourner & Constantinople. 

Que penser de ces faits sur lesquels les. rapports consulaires parvenus & 
MM. mes collgues et moi sont malheureusement ananimes z 


le Baron, & appeler ds. agjou 
sur une situation dont la gravit chapper fon et qui 
réclame toute leur sollicitude. Des ondres péremptoires envayés & Beyrout avec 
Is plus grande oflésité posible et de nature & mettre un terme aux sctnes de 
désolation auxquelles le Liban est en proie, pourront sculs arréter le mal et éviter 
‘ta Sublime Porte des embaras et des complications incalculable 

fous vou n porter celte instruction mot pour mot a la connaissance 
de son Excellence M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, et lui en lasses une 


copie. 
(Signs STURMER. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 64. 
‘The Baron de Bowrqueney to M. Cor. 


Péra, 18 Mai, 1845. 
“hod mn des lettres de Beyrout du 6 Mai nous nous sommes 
réunis, MM. les Représentans d'Autriche, de la Grande Bretagne, de Prusse, de 
Russie, ot moi, et nous nous sommes décidé i faire connaitre sans retard & son 
Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de la Sublime Porte, la profonde 
douleur que novs ont causée les événemens dont le Liban eat en ce moment le 
théatre. 

Mes colldgues et moi nous attendions le résultat des mesures destinéges & 
ramener le calme dans les esprits, & consolider Ia paix de la Montagne, et nous 
avions le droit d’en croire exicution confiée & des Agens dont In conduite né- 
pondrait aux intentions itérativement exprimées par Ia Sublime Porte. Nos 
Tapports sont unanimes sur l'inexplicable hésitation avec laquelle les instruc 
tions du Gouvernement de Sa Hautesse out recu leur application sur Vimpunité 
des crimes izolé qui ont. préeélé dans. la. Montagne, Pexplosion de la. Sueree 
ivile, malgré les avis rétér’s du Corps Consulaire aux autorités locales de 
Beyrout sur Vinsuffisance et Ja lenteur des mesures militaires adoptées pour Ia 
prévention et la répression des désordres. 

Du 30 Avril au 4 Mai le meurtre et incendie ont désolé plusieurs dis- 
tricts du Liban, et Jes progrés du mal allaient croissant le jour méme ou le Capi. 
tan Pacha en est éloigné & Ia tte des forces placées sous ses ordres pour le 
mainticn du repos de ces provinces. 

En présence de pareils faits la Sublime Porte comprendra que notre premier 
devoir est de lui rappeler nos efforts constans des trois derniéres années, et de lui 
demunder sans retard a complite exécution des mesures nécesares pour mettre 
un terme & une situation dont la gravité n'échay pas plus & ses 
réflexions qu’h la vigilante sollicitude de nos Cabinets, sige ie 

‘Vous voudrea bien déposer la présente instruction dans les mains de son 
Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres. 

(Signé) - BOURQUENEY 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 64. 


M, Le Cog to M. Stiepowieh. 


Péra, ce 18 Mai, 1845. 


LE Consul-Général du Roi 4 Beyrout m’a informé des déplorables événe- 
‘mens dont Je Liban a été le thédtre depuis la fin d’Avril. Les mémes données 
sont parvenues & MM, les Représentans d’Autriche, de In Grande Bretagne, de 
la France, et de la Russie, MM, mes collégues et moi nous sommes persuadés 
aque la Sublime Porte partagera impression infiniment pénible qu’a produite sur 
hots la crise violente qui éolate. précisément au moment oli les Puissances 
Chrétiennes étaient fondées & croire assurt T'effet des efforts constans con- 
sacrés depuis plusicurs années a la consolidation de In paix intérieure et de la 
tranquillité des populations de Ja Montagne, Je ne saurais douter que mon 
auguste Cour n’apprenne avec une vive peine ces tristes événemens. La Sub- 
lime Porte comprenra elle méme quan sera dispowé 2 juger sévérement a con- 
duite des autorités locales auxquelles était configes lexécution des mesures 
salutaires destinges & prévenir un nouveau coniiit entre les populations, et Ia 
Liche de réprimer & temps les désordres. Il est notamment ficheux que la 
nouvelle erise coincide avec le de Vescadre de Sa Hautesse, dont la 
présence avait surtout pour objet d’empécher les troubles et d’en imposer & leurs 
auteurs. 

Je crois remplir un devoir en signalant ees circonstances In Sublime 
Porte, et en appelant son attention sur I'argente nécessité de prendre les mesures 
les plus efficaces pour mettre un terme A un état de choses dont la gravité n'é 
chappera pas plus d ses propres réexions qu’a la sollicitude éclainée des Cours 
Chrétiennes. 


Veuillez, &e., 
(Signé) Lk cog. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 64. 
M. de Titow to Prince Handjéry. 


fe Mai, 1845. 

NOTRE Consul-Général A Beyrout m'annonce que la guerre civile a 
Gclaté dans le Liban, Cette déplorable nouvelle est confirmée par les notions 
directes arrivées a la Sublime Porte. Les amis de la Turquie ne sauraient étre 
indifférens aux maux qui afligent les sujets de Sa Hautesse, et compromettent 
Yautorité Ottomane dans une province qui a juste titre fixe V'intérét spécial des 
Cours Chrétiennes. Je croirais de mon cbté mal répondre aux sentimens de 
UEmpereur mow maitre, a je dégusae le péaible eft que eet érénementpro- 
duira sur le Cabinet Impérial au moment oi Y'on espérait apprendre V'introdue- 
tion des mesures destinées & consolider la paix de la Montagne et nommément 
les districts & population mixte, Il est ficheux qu'une époque aussi critique 
cit &é choisie pour le départ de l'escadre de Sa Hautesse, dont la présence avait 
‘surtout pour objet d'empécher les troubles et d’en imposer a leurs auteurs. 
‘Apres cela comment ne pas se demander si les autorités locales ont fait tout. ce 
ui diait en leur pouvoir afin de réprimer le désordre, de punit les nombreux 
félits qui en ont été le prélude, de réaliser enfin les intentions paternelles de Sa 
Haatesse en activant le payement des indemnités et le reste des mesures salu 
2 Pour atteindre ces résultats et justier par le témoi- 
nage des faits les explications et les assurances offertes aux Consuls par le 
‘Mouchir de Saida, la Sublime Porte comprendra sans doute l'urgente nécessité 
d'adopter sans retard les dispositions les plus efficaces et les plus propres & 

mettre un terme A une situation dont nul ne saurait méconnuitre la geavité. 
Veuillez, mon Prince, exprimer de ma part cette conviction A M. le 
Ministre des’ Affaires Etrangéres, et laisser entre les mains de son Excellence 

tune copie de la présente instruction 
(Sign) = TITOW. 


a 
2k 
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No. 65. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir StratfordCanning. 


Koa oe Foreign Office, June 6, 1845. 

_ THE present state of affairs in Syrin has oceasioned much con 

Majesty’s Government; but they have been glad to perceive by a report 1 air 
Colonel Rose dated the 20th of last month, that measures were in Progress for 
arresting the course of the hostilities which had broken out between the Druses 
and the Maronites. 

Until the result of those measures is known, and a clearer insight obtained 
into the various circumstances which have led to and attended these distressing 
transactions, Her Majesty's Government are unable to arrive at any certain 
conclusion as to the course which it may be proper to follow, with the view of 
obviating if possible a renewal of civil wat in the Lebanom ditting 

Tam, &e., 
(Signed) ABERDEEN, 


oo 
No, 66. 
‘The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning. 
(No, 68.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 20, 1845. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 154 of 19th December, 1843, I have to, 
Fequest your Excellency to informme whether the Porte has caused the partics whose 


property was destroyed at Djouni during the operations of 1840 to be inden 
foe the loses which they stained alt Bae a dam yon eee 
leney will not fail strongly to press upon the Turkish Government the expose 
tion of that of Her Majesty, that the Porte will. immediately redeem its cones, 
ments in that respect. . 


Lam, Se, 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


Serre 
No, 67. 
Sir Straiford Canning to the Earl of Aberieen.—(Received June 25.) 


(No. 141) 
My Lard, Constantinople, June 3, 1845, 
ON ‘the evening of the 30th ultimo the old ex-Emir Beshir of Mount 


Lebanon, with his family and principal adherents, embarked for Asse Moe 
under see and sudden Sree Lor ee not beat the eee 


rranquillity in that province. 
to wi 


exiled family would 
the animadversions 

of Burope. 
Chekib Effendi assured me that the Emir and his family would not be 
exposed to any ill-usage or other restraint than what was necessary for 
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their removal to a place where they could not easily correspond with their par- 
tisans in Syria, 

The place appointed for their residence is Viranshebr in Asia Minor, 
about balf way between Nicomedia and Tocat. 

L have Some reason to think that Halil Pasha was the adviser of their 
removal from Constantinople. ; 

Thave, &e., 

(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING. 





No. 68, 


Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 25.) 


(No. 142) 
My Lord, Constantinople, June 3, 1845. 
THE latest advices from Beyrout and Damascus exhibit a most afflicting 
picture of the state of affairs in Mount Lebanon, A letter from Mr. Moore of 
the 12th ultimo describes Colonel Rose as having gone into the Mountain the night 
before, in consequence of the melancholy accounts which he had received from 
the Maronite village of Abbaye. ‘The principal points to which my attention 
thas been again directed are the want of reinforcements, the necessity of adopting 
decisive measures for the suppression of civil war, and the insufficiency of the 
Pasha’s proceedings; to the intrigues of Shehab partisans, of French, of Austrian 
agents, Of the Maronite clergy, and. also to the. weaknost or perhdy ‘of the 
Turkish authorities, is plainly ascribed the renewal. of those deplorable scenes 
which the chief Powers of Christendom united to terminate more than three 


years 

“Fave thought it my dity to plice ll the prominent parts of Colonel 
Rose's statement under the eyes of the Turkish Government, and 1 have not 
even concealed his suspicions of the bad faith and sinister designs entertained by 
the Porte itself. I have also repeated my earnest advice that every practicable 
efficient measure should be adopted without loss of time for the restoration of 
tranquillity in Syria. 1 

‘Chekib Effendi has replied to my communication by a repetition of his! 
former assurances, and he has shown no disposition whatever to defend the 
conduct of the Ottoman authorities in Syria, He affirms moreover that the 
Pasha of that province has troops enough at his disposal by this time, and that 
the Porte is firmly resolved to put down if possible the present disorders. 

Under these circumstances I abstain from proposing another conference to 
my colleagues, and I limit my exertions to the more useful object of keeping 
the Turkish Ministers steady to the engagements which they have contracted. 

T cannot but apprehend that a more positive declaration of the joint 
intention of the Five Powers will be necessary to rescue Mount Lebanon 
permanently from the evils which it is now suffering, and the dangers to which 
it is immediately exposed, 

Thave, &¢.. 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


ae a ar Se a en ee ed 
No. 69. 
Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 147.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 17, 1845. 
THE latest despatches which I have received from Beyrout, under date of 

the 3rd instant, announced the conclusion of certain articles of peace between 

the contending’ parties in Mount Lebanon. ‘The elements of disorder were 

nevertheless so imperfectly dispersed, and the prospect of further collision 
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‘appeared so threatening that I was anxious to leave nothing untried which 
might encourage the Porte to execute her often-repeated promises with vigour 
and good faith, or which might add another chance to those already obtained in 
favour of a. lasting pacification. With this view I have again communicated 
ith my colleagues, and also with the Turkish Ministers, ‘The former agreed 
with me in thinking that the only measure which remained to be suggested in 
the present state of affairs was a mutual faculty of emigration from the mixed 
districts, accompanied if ible with such facilities as the Sultan alone could 
be expected to afford. ii Chekib Effendi | learn, in answer to my commu- 
nications upon the subject, that the Porte does not object in principle to the 
proposed expedient; but tha being apprehensive onthe one sid thatthe sdop- 
tion of it at this moment might tend rather to complicate the present difficul- 
tics than to promote their solution, and hoping on the other that the next 
advices from Syria will announce the complete settlement of the disturbed 
country, it was thought better to wait until « clearer view of the whole state 
‘of the question could be obtained. In the meantime I am assured by Chekib 
Effendi that positive orders have been sent to the Pasha of Sidon directing 
hitn to carry into effect the arrangement already concerted, even by military 
coercion if necessary, and to occupy for the present such positions in Mount 
Lebanon as may be necessary to maintain the tranquillity thereby restored, 
For your Lordships more complete information I inclose herewith a copy 
of the message which I sent to Chekib Effendi after communicating with my 
colleagues, and I presume from what passed that they have expressed sen- 
timents of the same purport to his Excellency. 
Thave, &., 
(Signed) "STRATFORD CANNING. 


Tnclosure in No. 69, 
Message from Sir Stratford Canning to Chekib Effendi. 


Pera, June 16, 1845. 


WHATEVER may have been the cause of the late afflicting events in 
Mount Lebanon, their natural consequence is an increase of animosity 
between the Maronites and the Druses. In considering by what means, 
in addition to those already adopted, the restoration of Aracgulllty might be 
confirmed, it bas occurred to me and also to my colleagues, that the measure 
most likely to promote that object would be mutual emigration from the 
mixed districts encouraged by suitable regulations and facilities, If a total 
separation of the two races could not be effected by a voluntary process of 
this kind, the mere idea of being at liberty and of having the means of passing 
from an adverse to a friendly jurisdiction would naturally tend to tranquillize 
both parties, It is manifestly the interest no less than the duty of the Sub- 
lime Porte to make every exertion and reasonable sacrifice necessary to termi- 
nate the nt afflicting dissensions, with respect to which its own autho- 
rities are by no means free from reproach, Even in point of expense the 
funds required to facilitate emigration would find a set off in the reduction of 
the military force now employed in the Mountain and its neighourhood. 

‘These and other more obvious considerations will I trust have their due 
weight with the Ottoman Council. 





No. 70. 
‘Sir Stratford Canning to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 148. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Constantinople, June 17, 1845. 
HAVING received information that Murad, the Archbishop of Latakia, is 
likely to be a candidate for the office of Maronite Patriarch, now vacant by 
the decease of the late incumbent, T have drawn the attention of Chekib Effen 
confidentially to the inconveniences which would infalibly result from the ap- 
pointment of a prelate unfortunately distinguished for Bape zeal and spirit 
of intrigue to a position of so much influence in Mount Lebanon, ‘To your 
Lordship, who cannot have forgotten the conduct of that individual when he 
addressed your Lordship from Paris, it will be satisfactory to know that the 
‘Ottoman Minister, adopting my impressions, has already informed those who 
are interested in the affairs of the Maronite church, that the election of Arch- 
bishop Murad, if contemplated, wll be opposed hy the Porte, 
ave, Ke.» 
(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 








